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Lancaster Farming, Saturday, April 4, 1970 7

Firm Ordered To Stop ‘Bait Switch’

Four ficeser locker meat o
cossing  and  meichandising
flims and thelr owners have
been ordesed by the US De-
partment  of Agiiculture to
stop using “hait and switch”
advertusing practices ond othet-
wise mistepresenting the pro-

All Galvanized.

While
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Last!
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M. K. HOKE Est.

148 S. Main St., Manheim, Pa.

Phone 665-2266
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duct they sell. in vlelation of
the Packers and Stockvards Act
The fouwr firms e

- Bruhn« Fyeezer Meats of
Demver, Colo .

— Bruhn's Freeser Meats of
Chicago, Inc ., doing business as
Beefland Ficerer Meats, Bristal,
Wis .

— Bruhn's Freezer Meats of
Alexandria, Va, (now “Jusi
Good Meats™), and

— Bruhn's Service Co, Inc,
EElkhorn, Neb, which manages
the business polictes and prac-
tices of the Biistol Demver, and
Alexandia outlets, as well as
approximately 30 similar and
affiliated firms located thiough-
out the US.

In an adminstrative order
effective March 29, USDA Judi-
ctal Officer Thomas J. Flavin
ordered the fums, as well as
Earl Biuhn and Robert Bruhn,
sole owneis and president and
vice-president, respectively, of
the firms, to stop:

(1) Offering to sell meat at
certain prices or under certain
conditions 1f the offer is not
bona fide;

(2) Prepaiing or displaying
meat for the purpose of making
a prospective customer believe
the purchase would be 1nad-
visable,

(3) Disparaging or otheiwise
ridiculing or degrading meat
advertised for sale;

(4) Msrepresenting the
USDA quality grade officially
assigned to any meat or meat
product,

(5) Misrepiresenting the an-
ticipated yield of any bulk
quantity of meat,

(6) Misrepresenting the por-

tion of the livestock cmcass
Lo whieh meat o aneat pro
dudts have been prepared, and

(7) belivermyg meat which s
not of the same grade o1 quail
tv as that sclected by the cus
fomer. or which was prepared
fiom a different portion of the
liveslock carcass than that s
lected by the customer

The cease and desist order —
hke a permanent injunction -
was 1ssued to inswme  futuwee
complhiance with the P&S Act

The order 1csulted fiom a
complamt filed 1 1966 by the
Packers and Stocky.nds Admin-
istiatton (then the P&S Divi-
ston of USDA's Consumer and
Marketing Service) 1n which
the inms and their owners weie
chaiged with adveitising 1n
valious newspaper Lo sell meat
at specific prices,

The offers were not bona fide
the complaint charged, in that
the firms’ salesm~n made no
effort to sell the advertised
meat, discouraged customels
from buying 1, and attempted
to and usually did sell them
higher-priced meat

The complaint also charged
that i several specific tians
actions, the fums sold consum.-
ers meat represented to be beef
sides and hindquaiters of a
specific USDA grade, and later
delivered packaged and process-
ed meat piepared from beef
forequartels, or from meat of a
lower USDA grade or which
had not been graded

A seirles of hearings weie
held before a USDA Hearing
Exammer 1 Kenosha, Wis,

Demver Colo, and Washinglon,
e, and based on the 1esh-
mons and evidence presented at
the hearmgs the Judicnd Ot
et concluded that the fas
had engaged m ounfan and de-
cepive practices in the sale ol
meat and meat products in com-
meree

Donald A Campbell Admin-
istrator of P&SA saud that this
15 a “landmark case 1 the ct-
foits by P&SA to pmotect con-
stuners fiom unfan and dece p-
tive practices”

The P&S Act 1s a fan tiade
practices law It p.omoates «rd
mantams fan and open comn-
petition 1n the marketing of
Inestock, poultiy, and meat

The cease and desist order ha-
comes effective Maich 29 The
1ecord 1n this case 1s open to
the public Copies of the deri-
sion and order, P&S Dock.l
3650, may be obtained from the
Infoirmation Officer, Packers
and Stockyards Adnunistiat.on,
USDA, Washington, D C 20250

Call Us Now

To seive the Lancastei
County faam community bet-
ter, we maintain two phone
numbers Our mamn number
1s 394-3047 But our subsciib-
ers and adveirtisers can also
teach us thiough 626 2191
(ask for Lancaster Faiming)
and avoid a toll call from the
Akion, Ephiata and Man-
heim exchanges
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HEISTARD BROS. KIRKWOOD IRA B. LANDIS JOHN Z. MARTIN
R#3, Elizabethtown FEED & GRAIN 1912 Creek Hill Rd, Lancaster R:1, New Holland
Mitton Gove Kirkwood 3947912 354-5848
367-1504 786-7650
CHARLES K. NISSLEY SMITH BROS. H. M. STAUFFER & SONS STEVENS FEED MILL
R#2, Columpia R#2, Elverson Witmer Stevens Leola
285-5506 215-286-5125 393-1369 733-2153 656-7630
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