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Why 31 Cent Steers Cost $1.39

(Continued fiom Page 17)

Neligh helieves, will jequiie o
“branded” product which the
consumer can rely on ‘This 1y 1¢-
quired, he sad, because the con-
sumer won't be able to inspect
the frozen product as 1cachly as
the present unfrozen heef,

Neigh said he doesn't under-

stand why consumers would 1e-

sist the move to fiozen beef, as
long as they could iclv on 1its

Quabity, beeause they gencrallv He said from 40 10 30 conis g
buv it frcsh and take it home and pound can of i be saved on i
heazo b anyway, better auts of meat by shoppang
for spugials

He ovpodds moat speciais o
continue Speaals awie ke
stamps Consumais have come to
oezpeet it

He notad that some Los \nzel
esstores ate “expenimenting with
wedk long low puiced beef ™

When beef priccs for the form
er diop, why dont meat prices
diop i the local stote” he was

Buy Specialy

Ashed about beef spoeials at
local tetail stores, Newgh sad,
“Personally 1 think the speaals
are a pgood buy  You shoukd gt
i the habit of buving meat on
special and  stocking up  Buy
enough to last fiom spreal to
Sp(.‘(‘l.ll and hive out of the fies
e

asked.

be as sure

grass and key broadleaf weed
killer on the market for CORN!

lASSOZ;ets the job done...

with or without incorporation, without crop dam-
age and without carryover; in all soil types from

Sands to clays

£...as you can be!

tie
prof

the field prove
pre-emergent herbicide

for CORN
» Monsanto

Time Lag

Thete's ¢ considerable time
lag between a change in piice to
the farmer and passing of that
piice change along to the con
-, |sumer What generally happens,
according to Neigh, is that when
faim piices go up, the 1etaler's
meat cosis <o up faster than his
prices {0 customels and he tahes
a loss

But when farm prices go down,
the 1etatler’s prices stay up foi
a time Over the long wun, 1t av-
erages out. he said
I But Max Smuth, county agent,
temindcd that from June to Sep
tember 1969, cattle piices went
from 35 to 28 cents, “but I didn’t
notice any decrease in the 1etail
ptice.”

Besides the noimal 1etailer’s
lag 1 diopping prices, Neigh
said, consume: demand fot beef
remained very stiong in 1969 and
retaileis apparently didn’t feel 1t
was necessary L0 d1op piices

In shides, Neigh illustiated
some of the key changes in beef
production in 1ecent yeats
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Big Feed Lots

He sa:d 30,000 head lots on the
eastern slopes of the Rockies aie
now common

These large feeder lots, which
contrast with the much smaller
operations 1n the east, have
brought changes in matkefing.

One shide showed a big term-
mmal market at Denver — vacant

Theie used to be small feedel
lots and big teiminals with near-
by packing houses as collection
centers, he said, but now the
terminals have been dispeised to
the big feed lots

High 1eal estate values, high
taxes and labor pioblems have
hastened the demise of the laige
terminals.

397-3539

He dlustiated a Colovado Gth While fod bodd accounted Tor
Coson hoel procossing oposhion only 34 pa o of the nation’s
that startad owd processaie the cattle in 7 baod had g oveg -
cottle they vanad and now has whednineg 69 per cemt of the
mushroomed into o 2an process countey's cattle makat i 1969,
i plant handbing 200000 hoad e yme imolvd e foding
of catlle a day out bocf cattle has been specded
up “Houscd to take fowr to e
seas to foed catile but now only
about two years,” Newgh said

In the 1940°, consumption of
pork and beel were about (ven,
but sinee than pork has staved
1cdatively stable while beef and
veal consumption 1s up shaiply,

In 1955, beel consumption per
peison was 82 pounds, but by
1969, it was 110 pounds.

Beef as a pereentage of the na-
tion’s total meat consumption
has ¢limbed fiom 44 per cent in
1950 to 60 per cent 1in 1968.

New Tedhniques

He said many of the packiny
operdtions have mnttoduced many
new lechniques to keep costs
down One plant, he sad, has
been getting a 27 per centetinn
on ils mvestment as a resut of
cfficient mecthods

But he noted the fitm has 1un
mto labor problems and 1s n the
midst of a six month stiike after
attempting to install assembly
line techniques — onc cutl pet
pason — and pay meat cuttet
rates instead of the higher buteh.
ct's wages

Pennsylvama, wheic smaller
feed lots evist, produces onlv 50
per cent of the veal and 27 pel
cent of the beel consumed 1n
the state.

Beef Prices Rise

In the face of this growing de-
mand, beel prices have been up
shaiply, paiticulaily 1n 1ecent
years In 1960, beef cost an aver-
age of 81 cents a pound, 1t had
moved up to only 816 cents by
1965, but 1t was 872 1n 1968 and
jumped sharply to 956 1n 1969.

But while some of the increas-
ed beef piice was due to 11sing
demand, cost of living has been
a facton Cost of iving went up
27 per cent fiom 1937-59 and
wages wele up 60 per cent.

“We (as consumers) would like
to see food prices take a smaller
share of owm1 mmcome and it will,”
Neigh said Food accounts for an
average of only 16 cents ouf of
dollar of U S, spending,

Mrs Doris Thomas, home ex-
tension economist, who intiodue-
ed the speaker, noted, “Many
nsylvama” for the agncultwial groppers are not being honest.
experiment station at Pennsyl- ¢ they take everything out of
vania State University. The guide- ihe food budget not consumed
book contains pen-and-ink draw- gt the table, they would be
ings of the 156 most common ghocked” at how small the food
species found 1n the State budget really 1s.

A paperback volume, it de-
sciibes briefly the 423 bird speec-
1es reported in Pennsylvama In-
cluded 1s a calendar of budlife,
listing species migrating into, or
through the state, during each
month Included on 120 pages ate
the mugration habits of each!
species “Buds of Pennsylvania”
1s available for $1 00 a copy plus
6 cents sales tax from Biuds, Box | §
6000, University Park, Pa, 16802,

Beef Consumption Up

While theie’s a tiend towaid
fcwer, but more efficient, milk
cows, the beef cattle numbeis
have been 1incieasing 1apidly

‘Birds of Pennsylvania’
Available from Penn ‘U’

Eaily spiing 1s the best time to
keep track of bird species return-
g to Pennsylvama fiom the
south, says Mer1ll Wood, author
of “Birds of Pennsylvania” The
“bund traffic pattern” is not con-
gested at this time of the year
like 1t 1s in May, he claims

Mr Wood wrote “Buds of Pen-
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PAY GFF IN GREATER
MILK PRODUCTIVITY
AND BIGGER MILK
CHECKS!
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SEE YOUR

PIONEER:

SALESMAN

He knows that fo
make your alfalfa seed
dollars pay off, you need
(1) the right variety for
the job and (2) pure,
high-germinating seed.
He offers hoth.

His full line of tfop-
rated alfalfas includes
varieties you can leave
down 4, 5, or more yeals
. . . short rotation alfalfa
for maximum tonnage
. . . medium rotation
varieties . . . snd quality
plow-down alfalfa. Strict
seed production controls
assure high germination
and purity.
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\ ‘Whatever you need in
alfalfa seed, Pioneer’s
got it!

s., Inc.

PH. 653-1451
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