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A View From The Governor's Office
By Gov. Raymond P. Shafer

A plan to preserve Pcnnsyl-
Vania’s prime farmland by estab-
lishing agricultural use areas
with a minimum of 4,000 contig-
uous acres each is now under
consideration by this Adminis-
■ti ation.

The recommendation was con-
tained in a final report of the
■Governor’s Committee for the
Preservation of Agricultural
Land headed by Curtis B. Wach-
smuth, of Mechanicsburg and
would provide financial incentiv-
es for farmers whose land is in-
cluded in such agricultural use
areas.

Assessments would be based
on agricultural values only; own-
ers would be compensated for
allowing hunting and fishing on
their properties and for main-
taining watershed protection;
and heirs of landowners who
continue to participate in the
plan would be eligible for State
inheritance tax exemption on the
land.

The Agricultural Land Conser-
vation Plan also would restrict
public improvements in an agri-
cultural use area when low cost
is a motivating factor in site se-
lection and curb acquisition of
agricultural use land through
eminent domain

The report also recommends
developing a comprehensive
State land use plan as rapidly as
possible to include agncultural
intei ests, and an immediate in-

terim plan based on existing
county and township plans It
also recommends establishment
of a commission to review pro-
posed conversion of agricultural
land to other purposes

Other recommendations in-

clude:

uing necessity of planning all
land use.

Encourage individuals to vol-
untarily use their land resources
wisely; strengthen Pennsylvan-
ia’s agricultural economy, and
develop a strong program for in-
forming the public of the contin-

“We believe,” Wnchsmuth said
"that these recommendations,
wisely implemented, will enable
Pennsylvania to retain one of
its most important industries,
preserve the most important fea-
tures of its natural beauty, and
assure its citizens of the oppor-
tunity to achieve a happy, heal-
thy and productive life.”

The 18-man committee was ap-
pointed two years ago to study
the problem of agricultural land
losses in Pennsylvania and rec-
ommend a corrective program
"consistent with the total land
requirements of the State.” It
functioned as an arm of the State
Soil and Water Conservation
Commission of the Pennsylvania
Department of Agriculture.

The plan proposed by the com-
mittee would authorize county
commissioners to establish agri-
cultural use areas following pub-
lic hearings held at the request
of 15 or more landowners.

“The Committee is convinced,”
the report stated, “that the pres-
ervation of a portion of the Com-
monwealth’s best agricultural

Innd it absolutely necessary and
vital to the social and economic
well-being of Pennsylvania."

The report pointed out that
agriculture is a blllion-doliar
business in Pennsylvania, and
that agriculture and agribusiness

industries, such as food pro-
cessing, that are directly related
to agriculture provide jobs
for 2.1 million Pennsylvanlas
who receive $9.5 billion in wages
annually.

It also pointed out that almost
half of Pennsylvania’s farmland
has been lost to food production
since the turn of the century.
“This includes 420,000 acres of
some of Pennsylvania’s best ag-
ricultural land which has been
diverted to non-agricultural uses
in the past 10 years,” the report
said.

At the present time, the report
said, “an average of 115 acres of
agricultural land is being trans-
ferred to other uses each day.”

The wise preservation of our
agricultural land is indeed a ne-
cessity for the health and well-
being of all Pennsylvanians, and
I am certain this report will re-
ceive every consideration in for-
mulating future land policies in
the Commonwealth

What’s going to be under our
Christmas tree is us—long-stay-
ing relatives have taken over the
bedrooms.
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WHY DO MORE FARMERS
BUY THESE SPREADERS
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Because Avco New Idea spreaders are built to
last longer and have higher value at trade-in
time. Rugged structural steel hitch and enclosed
drive mechanism let you spread load after
trouble-free load. Extra strong conveyor assures
non-stop operation. Choose from 9 PTO models
up to 206 bushels big.Written full year warranty
on each one. These are only a few of the reasons
to buy Avco New Idea. Stop in and let us give
you the whole story.
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I Little wonder Avco NEW
IDEA has been first in
manure spreaders since
1899.

Expression's Origin needed, the dollar was cut. The
coin could bo divided into eight

The expression, "two bits,” pieCcs, or bits,
comes from the days when the
Spanish dollar was often used
as currency in American colon-
ics. When small change was

Try A Classified Ad
It Pays!

For goodproduction next lactation,

FEED PURINA
DAIRY CONDITIONER

As a dairyman, you know that good milk production
doesn’t just happen It’s something you plan for by
establishing a herd with the genetic potential for good
pioduction, then managing and feeding your cows so
they’ll produce up to their bied-in ability.

Many successful local dairymen also plan foi good pro-
duction with a pi oven program of dry cow feeding
They need Puima Dauy Conditioner, a lesearch-
proven ration to help give diy cows body condition
they need foi good production after they freshen
Purina Dairy Conditioner is an extra-palatable 12V2
percent protein ration It’s fortified with vitamins A
and D plus extra phosphorus to help guard against milk
fever.
Puiina Dairy Conditioner is low-cost, too, because the
amounts you feed depend on your cows’ condition and
on the quality of the roughages you feed For example,
a cow dried off in good condition being fed high-quality
roughages would require less Dairy Conditioner than
a cow in only fair condition being fed fair quality
roughages.

Drop in soon and get your free copy of' the
Purina Dry Cow Program folder. We’ll be glad
to show you how Purina Dairy Conditioner can
help you jprepare your dry cows for good pro-
duction next lactation.

John J. Hess, 11, Inc.
Ph 442-4632

Paradise

James High & Sons
Ph 354-0301
Gordonville

FOR A LARGE SELECTION
OF NEW & USED

CHAIN SAWS ...SEE

CEHMN
BROS.

SALES & SERVICE
Phone 445-6272

1 Mi N of Tex re Hill on Rt 897
East Eai’l R. D. 1

Longenecker
Farm Supply

Rheems
Graybill Machines, Inc.

Lititz, R. D. 2

A. B. C. Groff, Inc.
New Holland

Einzer Equip. Co.
Kiuzer

Chas. J. McComsey
& Sons

Hickory Hill, Pa.

A. L. Herr & Bro.
Quarryville

'

Roy H. Buch, Inc.
Ephrata, R.D. #2

Landis Bros., Inc.
Lancaster

West Willow
Farmers Assn., Inc.

Ph 464-3431
West Willow

Wenger's Feed Mill
Inc.

Ph 367-1195
Rheems

Ira. B. Landis
Ph 394-7912

1912 Creek Hill Rd, Lane.

John B. Kurtz
Ph- 354-9251

R. D. 3, Ephrata
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