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Pesticides In Prespective

By Delbert 1. Bicilein,
Pesticides Coordinator

Agricultural Extension Service

With so much attention focus
€d on the use of pesticides tod n
many views conceining then of
feets on the emvnonment aie
aising. The Extension Seivice 13
not only interested in this publ.c
concern but 1s imolved with the
('-:ducational aspects of pesicide
usage; as well as with learning
how to properly control pests
with mimmum dangér to desn.
able hfe forms. Commercial ag-
riculture must be advised of
chemrical uses and the associated

vk~ mo'ved so that production
of food mnd othe  oods 1emams
h uh lovels and afe o the
consumet to use With the pres

ent syvstem one Laimer s able to
produce emough for moie than
40 other people The use of
chemical pesticides and other ag
1ulinal chemieals has contn-
buted to this tremendotis achreve.
ment 1n_ production. Misiakes
may have been made, ¥et we
cannot aftord to become alarm-
15ts to the point where pesticides
should be banned It is recogniz-
ed that cer:ain pesticide uses
must be changed, because con-
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Teosme ame s e adequate
b ooduc on ol foud, fih - shelter,
i b profecnon ot health,

Sategua ds

Ine Coope ative  Estension
Seivice carties on a vontmumg
piodiam to mmtorm the public —
fammetrs, homeowner s, zardenets,
and commerclal giowers — con-
cerning the safe effeciive use of
pesticides Likewise, recom-
mendations on pesticide usage
ate hased on the newest infor-
mation from 1egistrations, regu-
lations, and research develop-
ed by competent sc.entists. These
“builtan™ safeguards help to as-
sure the user that a particular
chemical may be directed toward
a pest species w.thout adverse
effects on hiaself or the environ-
ment Each chemical undergoes
séveral veats of testing on many
life forms and in a iariety of
habitats before it can be regist-
ered for use by the USDA and a
tolerance established by the
Food and Drug Adminstration
The Federal Fish and Wildlife
Service also must evaluate the
data presented and make a final
judgement A chenucal that has
any questionable effect on the
test species 1s discaided

Other Impertant

Control Methods
Different approaches to pest
contiol include many nonchemic
al methods Parasites to help
eliminate ceirtaun haimful pests
(such as the alfalfa weevil, gvp
sv moth, and cabbage looper)

Lancasten Parmandg, Soturday, Nonvembher 15 1049 7
shacnt aepellant, and hor BIIC Laindane Nidom, D, n,
mones e methods beoe tued Lndim Heptachlorn, aal Tose
and use b on vous nseet spe peene for use o L oan
ces o with non chenncal post speaies Wih e op' .
methods s o sastem aed o omenis usets must 0 o h o obe
tegrated control where nattial jeciine ond canelntly vo v -
predators and patasites are en vantades and disoadvaa a os o
couraged to wate war on the coch mnstance Many cncamtcal

pests, so onlv a mimmum of
chemical pestiaides 15 1equired
This has been successful 1n some
areas of commeircial friuit pro
duction The practice of continu.
ous ctopping has had advan{ages,
bul this has also increased pest
problems, sometimes to the
point of no soluiion Crop rola
tion helps to control certain pest
species by changing the habitat
and food supply and thus main-
taining the population at a level
of minor economic imporwance

The Use Of
Chlorinated HMydrocarbons

The use of pesticides has al-
ways presented a paradox By
using them a ceitain degree of
hazard 1s created, and yet with-
out them, pests would seveiely
damage crops causing food pilc-
¢S to ncrease To immediately
ban all chloiinated hy diocarbons
would be unwise Theie 15 a
gireat degiree of varlation w.thin
this class of pest.cides that 1s not
clearly understood and must be
considered These factors include
such 1tems as mammalian toxi-
city, persistence n various med-
19, and degradation and detoxi-
fication by emnonmental nflu-
ences such as sunhight, plant en-
zymes watei, soil colloids, 1nai-
cate chemical combinations and

Uses can be mamntaimed without
fear of doung serious harm or
mjustiee to wildhife ond the 1n-
vitonment
- Mecting Food Needs

When man Jeaned how to con-
quer plant and amimal pests with-
out backbreaking laboi new op-
potiunities came to develop ayd-
Heultwe, improvang bo b quality
and quantily of food and fiber,
Suecessful pest contiol has help-
ed to mmpirove agrultuial effis
aency, freeing labol to help
cieate other economic opportun.
ities  The sustained cconomie
growth of any nation depends on
how well its people «.n obtain
their food 1equuements O1 all
human neceds, {ood and shelter
come first

Let’s look at a few hizues In
the United States todw there
ate over 200 million people that
have to be fed thiee times a
day with milk, meat @ amn tiwts
and vegetables If th:s (low of
food were cut off hetle as
two weeks, theie wou'd be puanie
1in the marke! place' By the year
2000 AD U S pobulation will be
past the 250 million maih and
to feed, clothe, shelte and pio-
tect this popuilation 15 still a
tremendous challengy to mod-
etn agriculture Upwaids of 250
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Iseive the utmost 1n saletv p.e-
| cautions — fira* to protect them-
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L. H. BRUBAKER
INC.

! R. D. 3, Lititz, Pa.

350 Sfrasbmr g Pike, Lancaster
X Ph: Lancaster 397-5179

} Strashurg 687 6002

} Lititz 626-7766




