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the individual characteristics are
grest; thus the strain purchase
decision 4s made on reputation
and random sample tests,

In the..desirable attempt to
put-out- & high quality started
pullet, many different manage.
mept systems and practices have
been devised. What the optimum
ecombination of management
practices is for the various avail-
able strains, under all conditions
of rearing and egg production,
has not been determined.

The influx of out-of-state pul-
lets was brought about mainly
by the widespread incidence in
the major pullet-reaiing areas
of Marek’s Disease, Herpe's form
of Awian Leucosis It would ap
pear that 1t 1s not compatible to
saise started pullets in the gen.
eral area where laige numbers
of bioilers are being taised This
observation is beginning to be
apparent 1n othe: states also The
disease sifuation 1s also serious
with the bioiler giower, 1mnci-
dentally.

“Importing” started pullets
irom other aieas less affected
with the disease has temporaiily
neiped the situation However, 1t
is getting increasingly difficult to
seecure dependable pullets of
good quahty in all respects, that
Jay well and most important —
hve. It 1s surprising that there
appears to be no morbidity and
the survivors lay real well What
we cannot hive with 1s the high
death losses

This economic drain, due to
the out-of-state purchases of
started pullets, 1s of fairly re-
cent origin, five years, but is one
that the Pouliry Extension Ser-
vice feels should reverse itself
an Pennsylvania Representatives
of the started pullet industry
thave Been meeting to discuss and

to ascertain. a course of action
relative to the situation. Revers.
ing the “import” situation may
or may not be desirable, depend.
ing on the circumstances. An
“imported” pullet, in itself, 1s
not undesirable 1f she fulfills ac-
cepted egg production qualifica.
tions; as, in the final analysis,-
what is important 1s that Penn.
sylvama egg producers have a
dependable pullet that will re-
turn a reasonable income

It appears that some of these
oui-of-state pullet production
areas are increasingly experienc
Ing some and even mote of the
disease difficulties that plagued
Pennsylvania This would mean
thal in the not-too-distant futm e,
and the time might arrive 1athe:
quickly, Pennsylvania perhaps
should raise her own staited pul
lets

Against that time, pullet giow
e1s past, present and futuire
weuld do well to keep up on all
relative manageiial and health
control developments having to
¢o with staited pullets Some of
the pullet groweis have aheady
irdicated an inteirest 1 an edu-
cational progiam, on a regulal
bosis, Lo keep up with develop-
ments The fiist of these meet-
ings was the symposia held
October 7 and one planned for
November 3 at the Lancaster
Farm & Home Center

The started pullet discussion
group indicated that it would
not be desirable to “piomote”,
as such, the rearing of started
pullets by everyone in Pennsyl-
vania. But, by keeping the in-
dustry constantly aware of all
developments and progress in
started pullet technology, work-
ing together on field studies and
shared experiences, the time
would come when certain ndi-
viduals and corporations might
want to make the personal de-
cision to raise their own pullets

\.'v‘

DANIEL BRANDT, Manheim R4,
shows his champion crossbred gilt that

0

Lancaster Farming, Saturday, October 11, 1969—9

Brandt.

was champion at the Manhemm Fair.

Manheim Fair Winners

Daniel is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry K.

L F. Photo

I was determined that the t1end
would come, and that the Penn.
syivania industry should be
ready.

We can learn to live with
Maiek’s Disease, until such time
that a cure 1s perfected But 1t
also appears that we can develop
our management practices, so
that we can compete economical-

ly with the out-of-state pullets —
and still not saciifice quahity It
has been shown by pullet grow-
ers i the southern states that
when all poulfry diseases except
Marek’s Disease are effectively
controlled, this dreaded disease
of pouliry 1s not a serious threat
High pullet losses occur pri-

marily when Marek’s Disease is
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other problem weeds in alfalfa?
Remember hiow bad they were last spring?

The time to control yellow rocket, white cockle,
cheatgrass and most other annuat broadieaf and
grassy weeds in alfalfa s now. This fall. With an
application of Princep”, brand of simazine herbi-
cide. It's the way to get weed-free, top quahty

next spring.

Need more information? See us.

Local Custom

concurrent 1n a flock along with
another disease.

The pullet health control pio-
gtam must be designed to deal
with all types of disease regard-
less of cause The piinciples of
health management are very
closely associated with general
management such as 1solation
practices, samtation procedutes,
all in — all out program, bird
disposal practices, parasite con-
trol and sysiems of ventilation
and housing utilized

In the absence of temporary
parental immunity passed to the
ch.ck, chickens are most suscept-
1ble to infection at an eatly age.
Their resistance to disease stead-
ily 1ncreases from one day of age
to maturity Therefore, it 1s logi-
cal to provide extia protection to
the chicks or build up 1esistance
to a disease challenge, as age 1e-
sistance alone 1s not totally sue-
cessful against the mote vizulent
d:seases, such as Maek’s Di-
sease

Theie 1s ample evidence 1in
the literature that cycling tem-
peratures within the laying hou-
se result in better egg pioduc-
tion than fiom houses wheie a
constant temperatuie prevails,
Penn State did some of the ori-
ginal work on this consideration.

Relating this vaiying tempera-
ture principle to rearing pullets,
beyond the period of 10 to 14
deys when the chick 1s getting
s temperature-regulating mech-
anmism 1n order, we need to in-
vestigate whether o1 not to ae-
climatize out pullets to vatying
conditions In our modern poul-
try house we have a tight, well-
insulated building that 1s for the
most pait well contiolled, tem-
perature-wise, by moie and moie

mup:oved and accurate theimo-
, stats
,  Ale we then producng a hot-
house’ pullet, used i{o conslant
ensronmental conditions  that
ca:nor Lace up 1o a stiess in her
later hie’

Intoimal evidence in the field
would ndicate this — we sce
older houses used vet) success-
fully for 1eanng pullets And
,worhers at the Unneisty of
.Geoirgla found that bioileis do
hest when glown under vailable
‘temperalure conditions That 1s,
cold 10om biooding was utilized;
the tempeirature away from the
biooded 1s allowed to fluctuate
o1 vary normally as opposed to a
system wheie the whole biooder
‘room 15 held at a umifoim temp-
,etalwre at chick level
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