
Basic
Farm

Change In Gov.

Legislation Proposals
New farm legislation offered

by 20 Senators and 17 members
of the House of Representatives
indicates a growing Congres-
sional insistence upon a basic
change in government farm
policy, Charles B. Shuman, presi-
dent of the American Farm
Bureau Federation, said.

Pointing to the broad range
of political thought represented
by the sponsors, Shuman said:

“Farmers who have been suf-
fering under the unworkable
and ineffective burden of gov-
ernment supply - management
welcome the effort to allow
them to earn higher net incomes
Consumers wishing a continued
supply of high quality food and
fiber, and taxpayers who resent
huge government expenditures
for out-dated farm programs,
will support this legislation.

“The Administration should
not only recognize this as proof
of Congressional disapproval of
present programs, but also as

Policy Seen In New

significant support among
fanners for Farm Bureau’s ap-
proach to farm programs.”

Leadership in introduction of
the farm bill was taken by Sena-
tor Everett McK. Dirksen of
Illinois, Senate Republican min-
ority leader, and Senator Charles
McC. Mathias. Maryland Re-
publican.

The proposed Agricultural
Adjustment Act of 1969 is an
amendment to the current farm
program, the Food and Agricul-
ture Act of 1965, which is
scheduled to expire December
31, 1970. The proposed legis-
lation would take effect Jan-
uary 1, 1971.

Under the proposed act, the
Secretary of Agriculture would
be directed to retire at least 10
million acres from production
each year in 1971, 1972, 1973,
1974, and 1975, or at least 50
million acres by the end of the
five year period. A bidding
procedure would be used to

select the land to be retired and
the retirement of whole farms
would be emphasized.

It also calls for a phase-out
over the same period of acreage
controls, base acreages, market-
ing quotas, processing taxes, and
direct payments for wheat, feed
grains, and cotton. Starting in
1971, the total available for sup-
port and diversion payments
foi these three commodities
would drop 20 percent per year
through 1974. In 1975 there
would be no payments and no
controls on these commodities.
The cost of the wheat certificates
to processors would be reduced
in the same manner.

Price supports on wheat, feed
grains, and cotton would be set
at no more than 85 percent of
the previous three-year-average
market price, beginning with
the 1971 crop year.

A second part of the proposed
Agricultural Adjustment Act of
1969 is intended to help needy
farm families enter more gain-
ful employment outside of
agriculture through retraining
grants and adjustment payments.

“Farm Bureau stands ready to
assist Congress in any way
necessary to bring about final
passage of this legislation at the
earliest possible date,” Shuman
said.
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