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Maedical Missionary Reports (Part 1II)

Hondurans Have Hope

by Garland Gingrich
Penn Manor Vo-Ag Instructor

Honduran’s do have hope!
They are human beings just
like you and 1. They do have
families. They do live in houses.
They do have their own person:
al desires, wants, needs and yes
hopes.

After working with Hondu-
rans, one of the emergmg na-
tions of the world, it is possible
to see some programs that are
helping. There are two that
stick out in my mind that do of-
fer examples of the kinds of
hope that do exist. After talk-
ing with others and reading en-
tensively, it can be logically as-
sumed that the two hopes that
stick out in my mind for Hon-
duras do apply to other emerg-
ing countries as well. The two
biggest hopes they have are: (1)
their own interest and initiative
and (2) the church.

Let’s look at these two hopes
of the future for Hondurans and
citizens of other emerging na-
tions. Hopes that are-real and
are a reality today — not at
some distant, future date.

The best hope is their own
personal initiative, their own
personal desires to have a better
way of life They do go to great
efforts to learn new skills and
abilities.

Here 15 an exampie of mdivi-
dual initiative agricultural mis-
sionaries find in Honduras. Hon-
durans realize they need to
learn to raise vegetables to sup-
plement and improve theiwr too
starchy diets They realize the
first step 1n raising a good vege-
tabble garden 1s to learn how to
improve the soil To teach Hon-
durans these basic and elemen-
tal steps of making a vegetable
garden, workshops were con-
ducted. They showed their in-
ierest and their enthusiasm by
WALKING four and five days
to attend these workshops. Most
were illiterate so they brought
their children who had a third
grade education to take notes so
nothing would be forgotten All
this effort to learn the new and
spectacular skill — the use of
the shovel and hoe.

No! Hondurans are not lazy.
Even though this is what many
people would try to have us be-
Iieve. In my book, anyone will-
mg to walk 4 or 5 days to learn
how to use a shovel and a hoe so
he can better feed his starving
children is not lazy

It is true that Hondurans do
not work as many days per year
as does the average resident of
Lancaster County Some studies
reveal that they work only
about one half the days during
the year. But than, if 98% of
the people of Lancaster County
had active TB and all of us had
heavy 1nfestations of worms
and amoebas that constantly
made us 1ill, drawing up to a
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glass of blood from our bodies
daily 1 guess we would not be
as active either. oA

The constant, vicious cycle}of

with success. Success that does
break the starvation cycle.

A second reason Hondurans
have hope for the future is the
Church. Agricultural missionar-
ies soon recognize that the
Church s the major hope that
the mass of Hondurans have for
recelving help. The Church is
the only institution we .found’
working in Honduras with a
program philosophy that (1) is
interested in reaching the

poor diets, disease and'illiterfcy .y 00”204 (2) has a continu.

make Hondurans appesr lazy té:

Jng, follow-up program. The

those not caring to look atithé<Church as an institution has

root ‘causes, Agricultural
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sionaries who aré willing ' 1o ; 1going to be there.

look at these thres rdot cabses
have learned that pfograms bas-
ed on the needs of families in
developing nations offered. at
the levels they can use do meef

The Church is operating pro-
.grams in education through its
_educational missionaies. In
some areas the church school
for years has peen the only in-
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ualnlt {lliteracy. -~
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‘rive)Churel ik
disease t h its medical mis.
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soring

pn’ogmﬁt by mim”ﬂiéw to
farm more efficiently through
its agricultural: missionaries,

! These are’dll in-additien to
the traditionsi niigsionary work
that has been;lanqi still js being
condycted. o

This'is the new lodk'tn mis.
sions. Programs designed to
meet the needs of a totpl man.

Throygh,ivegetable, ar&ening
workshops, through demonstra.
tion plots, through, po man-

agement workshops,tly:pugh the
introduction :gnd man g;;nent
of new dairy, goat, poultry and
other classes, of hvestqpk the
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'church with' the'é
Heifer Project, Inc. ls,,m
the needs of the total man

. Agricultural missfona
not necesarily career
Some are ordinary ‘fd
working short periods of'
up to two months per Yé#.Un®
fact, it is often the far er'orith
the practical knowledge vt/ohiy:
to do rather than the ¢ollede:”
professor with prograts!-thae!r.
are beyond the reach of-tHve:
people who is the most effective
agrlcultural missionary.{ 311Gl
2oy s
A farmer who remembers eny,..
circling small vegetable garden,+
plants with paper to pravent;:
cutworms damage can demon,,,
strate this to Hondurans.angd it :
is a skill they will learn apd.dg,. :
Frequently, people without;the,,
practical knowledge became..
(Continued on Page 1§} ; -,
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"Ask " any farmer what he thinks about land-
security. No one more than he has greater
respect for the value and economic security

of land.
On _the whole,

land never depreciates. Its

value continues upward. No wonder those who
work closest exhibit the most profound love and
confidence for “the good land.” Here is what

This investment is

we’re leadingup to . ..
A HIGH-GRADE INVESTMENT BACKED
BY AMERICA'S GREATEST COMMODITY

We’re offering an exclusive arrangement that
will pay you a total of 9% on yowr investment.

in land debenture. 9% is a

remarkable return! Where can you better find so -
safe an investment with so great a return?

Place whatever amount you wish (maximum
$20,000) in our investment plan and receive
6%% per annum. Allow the investment to mature
and receive an additional 2%:% return with an
obvious builtin capital gains tax advantage.

Like the hard-working farmers who invest
long hours of sweat and toil in their land, you
, t0o can benefit from this same kind of security.

Representative James E, Millen Akron, Penng. Telephone 859-2200 _ -

- Farmers have a natural instinct for something
good. They are among our best customers. Act

now, send in the
at area code 717
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upon below or call us collect 3
59-2200 .
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THIS IS A VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFER
PLEASE GIVE ME MORE INFORMATION
i MAILING ADDRESS IS:
© 1 UNITED BAND DEBENTURES
’ James E..Millen, Representative

- Akran' Pénnsylvan/a
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