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Suburbia’s Need For *
Land Poses Problems
To State And Nation

As you read these words an!
evergrowing suburbla is nibbling
away at Pennsylvania’s dwindl-
ing farmland acreage, according
ta Leland Bull, Pa. Secretary of
Agriculture,

Suburbia, with its fondness for
huge shopping centers and indi-
vidual homes built on large lots,
has a ravenous appetite, especi-
ally for the level lands which
oredominate on many farms.

It 1s estimated that 1n the past
17 vears three million acres of
'he state’s farmlands have been
lost to real estate erosion.

Supermarket doors give auto-
matic welcomes and howling
balls crash into plastic pins on
the land John Rumberger once
farmed.

Meadow lands, formerly lunch-
slands for dairy cows, now sup-
port turnpike concrete

Where cornfields once rustled
in autumn breezes, apartments

tand guard over lesser buld-
ngs.

This gobbling up of agricultur-
1 land 15 nothing new. It's been
zoing on for years However, the
Jace at which productive farm-
land has been converted to other
uses has accelerated as our af-
tluence has grown

What's the solution to the prob-
lem?

It seems unAmerican to tell a
farmer cultivating prime agn-
cultural land, about to be en-
gulfed by suburhia, that he can't
sell his land to a developer —
especially 1if he 1s offered $15,000
an acre

Let's make the situation more
acute Suppose the farmer offer-
ed the attractive price has no
children and 1s getting too old to
farm What then?

There are some who advocate
laws which would forbid selling
ngriculture land for purposes
other than farming They would
1ave the state purchase the land
and then lease 1t to someone who
vould continue to farm the land
m question

The problem of land usage has
heen a vexing one not only to
Pennsylvama, but to California,
Connecticut, New Jersey and
New York, to name a few

Thus far we Americans have
always been able to produce
more food than we have needed

Now 1t appears that we are
hastening the day when we wil
have 1nsufficient land to raise
the food vital to our existence.
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NOW — Accurate planting

“G real hopes make great assumed an entire Government
men.”'—Thomas Fuller, loan of $5.000,000.
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SALE

MAY 3 TO MAY 11

EIGHT DAYS OF SAVINGS! This is the big one... Lancaster’s
greatest sale... a value-packed store-wide event that gets big-
ger and better every year. Savings galore for your family, your
home, yourself! Don't miss this spectaculor Watt & Shand Solel
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Via ANIERICAN AIRLINES

OUR GRAND PRIZE! An aexciting exe
pense-paid vacation for two, arranged by
Ridgewoy Tours, If you win, you'll fly via
American Airlines jet to Mexico City. You'll
stoy at the luxurious Continental Hilton,
enjoy fascinating sightseeing and ene
tertainment, including a bullfight, Then, your
private limousine, with English-speaking drive
ar, will take you on a picturesque side-trip te
Cuernavaca and Taxco... and the glame
orous resort, Acapulco, where you'll stay at .
the fabuleus Hilton. Delicious meals eve
arywhere! Be sure to register on sur second ..
fleor for this thrilling teip!

7 days and 6 nights
South of the Border
featuring

MEXICO CITY and ACAPULCO

All adults other than Watt & Shand
employeas and thelr families are eligible -
for this prize No purchase necessary,

Winner’s nome will be drawn Saturday, vtomem Yos. Cur s mey diet 1o choese @ $1200 sherng scee nstesd et
May 11, at 4 50 P.M,
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