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From Where We Stand...
Resnick To The Rescue ble for anyone at the national staff level

to set policy; they can only implement
it, the spokesman notes.

Policy proposals by county dele-
gates go to the state level. If accepted
there, they are presented for national
consideration.

Joseph Resnick (D-N.Y.), chairman
of the House Agriculture Sub-Committee
on Rural Development, is probably best
known to farmers for his thankfully-un-
successful efforts to “rescue” the poultry
industry from the throes of independence
from government controls.

While we may have some minor
areas of disagreement from time to time
with Farm Bureau at county, state, or
national levels, we feel that they largely
represent the best interests of the Ameri-
can farmers. We very much like the fact
that policy is initiated at the grass roots
level. Lancaster County farmers must ap-
prove of this organization also since ap-
proximately 25 percent of our farm fami-
lies have made LCFA the state’s largest
county unit.

To Mow Grazing Areas
Well, it’s Resnick to the rescue

again! This time he wants to rescue the
hundreds of thousands of farmer-mem-
bers from the clutches of the American
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF). Ac-
cording to Resnick, AFBF is nothing but
a giant insurance complex, not represent-
ing farmers, but using them to build an
insurance empire. He calls for a sweep-
ing Congressional investigation, and a
probe of AFBF’s finances by the Internal
Revenue Service.

Good pasture management re-
quires regular clipping of the
area every 4 to 6 weeks during
the season. This encourages new
growth and keeps weeds from
maturing. Livestock producers
using Sudan grass, or one of
the sorghum hybrids, for graz-
ing purposes should also clip
the old growth after a period of
grazing. This will give more
uniform growth for the later
grazing times.

We think JoeResnick may be grind-
ing 'his personal axe in this matter, and
would remind him that that
ed blade can bite in both directions.

Resnick has made his damaging
charges at public hearings and at a press
conference held this week. At the latter,
he even went so far as to attack one of his
own committee members George
Goodling (R-Pa.) a fruit grower and
member of the Pennsylvania Farmers
Association, an affiliate of AFBF.

While we don’t know what truth, if
any, there may be in Resnick’s charges,
we do know that in Pennsylvania PFA
represents farmers, and we do know that
the PFA affiliate in the county Lan-
caster County Farmers Association
consists of 1030 of the county’s finest
commercial farm families.

Milk Base Plan Can Help

Since making 'his initial charge late
last week, Resnick has soared to new
heights of despotic fury. Among other
things, he has labeled AFBF president
Charles Shuman the “King of all gentle-
men farmers whose home is in Chicago”.
According to an AFBF spokesman, that is
'grossly untrue. Shuman’s office is in Chi-
cago; his home is a producing farm in
Cook County, Illinois.

AFBF secretary-treasurer Roger'
Fleming has denied Resnick’s charges
one by one, casting doubt as to Resnick’s
general knowledge of farming, and of
AFBF operations in particular.

Although all state Farm Bureau affi-
liates do not have exactly the same re-
strictions, PFA limits its non-farmer
membership to 10 percent, and non-
farmers can hold only non-voting asso-
ciate memberships. To be a voting mem-
ber, or an officer, in Farm Bureau, a
member must be actively engaged in
farming, deriving 'the majority of his
gross income from that pursuit. This de-
finition of a member would certainly
tend to refute Resnick’s charge that
AFBF has more non-farmer than farmer
members.

Policy in AFBF is made from the
county level upwards, and it is impossi-

Dairy Import Restrittlons Set
Imports of dairy products

vill be reduced to one-fourth
he present volume beginning
fuly 1, 1967, under a proclam-
ition issued by President John-
on placing import quotas on
i number of dairy products
or the first time.

Hailing the action as prom-
sing “long-sought relief both
o dairy farmers and the tax-
layer,” Secretary of Agncul-
ure Orville L Freeman point-
'd out that dairy imports would
ut from an annual rate of
icarly 4 3 billion pounds milk
quivalent currently to about
ne billion pounds.
Since Jan. 1 through June

7, the Secretary noted, USDA
urchases under the daily
rice support program were
08 million pounds of butter,
01.9 million pounds of cheese,
nd 379 million pounds of dry
lilk—or the milk equivalent
E 5.5 billion pounds—at a cost
f $265.6 million.
Dairy imports have increased
larply from about 900 million
rands milk equivalent in 1965

NOW IS
THE TIME...

By Max Smith
Lancaster County Agent

in mind are urged to consult
various concerns in the business
including our extension engi-
neers to become acquainted
with the various alternatives.Also, the inspection of existing
operationswill be of great help.

To Spread Alfalfa Harvest
One of the most important

practices in getting a quality
forage crop from alfalfa is to
cut it in the bud to early blos-
som stage; this is difficult with
a large acreage of one variety.

To Observe Before Expanding We suggest that several varie-
Many livestock and dairy es included in the acreage

farmers will expand their opera- so that some will reach cutting
tions if they plan to continue time a week or so earlier than
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