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bers, or we wouldn't have call-
ed it he udded.

McNamara noted that NFO
now claims 80 percent support
in that aiea. And he added
that “despite what the proces-
sors and the co-ops report, we
are petting results.”
VIOLENCE, WHY?

One listener. who said he
was not a dairymen, question-
ed the violence and waste of

@ Chester County
(Continued from Page 1)

the NFO milk holaing naction
is beiny suppoited by mem-
bers in a 25state area.

NFO wuas organized about 11
years ago. Elwell noted. be-
cause the farm cconomic situa-
tion demanded it. “The organ-
ization now operates in 1800

counties in the U.S.," he stat
ed. “and is the fastest-growing food that has accompanied the

farm organization in the coun- current milk conflict.

'y “Your national organization
OBJECTIVES . evident[y doeqn’t think much
. Elwel(} :'i:ieqt.‘s)%vezz}l Nog%ect- gk publ:iq rel:.monsi adany qf us
ives and definitions : e a dim view of how minor-

1-To build NFO by avoiding ity groups are going about get-
the mistakes of past organiza- ting what they seek these
tions. days,” he stated.

2-No one can belong to NFO  pater in the session, a man
but fiu'm( re. who identified himself as a

3(-11\}"0 "can onbf serve ’ztas"a dairy farmer, had more to say
pa{‘;’a;;;".lﬁ aﬂeon‘W;t lto\‘—";:‘ 80 on the question of the farmer’s
in SIess n 1is image.
es:;&?gf;‘l"g;g lzzﬁm;tlt:;s aaxlls “We're hurting ourselves with
national levels and‘inv;)l ve the housewife by dumping this

vam ‘meat and milk milk in the streets and other
g "“fe are 'not a specific crop public places, I. have'no argu-
organization,” Elwell explain- ﬁintitwtl;hhgglsdjgf é?;rl;{_i—xfee?{
ed. “We feel the whole of agri- o ° . 5ion " Farms, butpno{l(%r in
guiture 12 el and it ll MUt puplic places” the. daryiman

“To be successful, our effort
has to be national ” the iepie- B‘z%c{})}-gxsrf'};ﬁ)NMX\lfg;EiC?hr

tative = “Holding actio 15 L ra, the
sentative sud “k NS actions by-laws of the NFO prohibit

in local zreas have not done
the job The problem 1s nation- |2nY member from engaging 1n

‘“violence or threat of violence”
and orders them to do nothing
to ‘violate local laws”.

“Is a member who engages
in violence ousted from the
organization?” McNamara was
asked.

“If he is convicted (McNa-
mara stressed the word) he is
no longer a member of NFO.”
The representative further ex-
plained that “most of the vio-
lence you hear about is actu-
ally caused by non-members
and is often directed against
NFO members.”

WHEN 1S HOLDING,
DUMPING?

There seemed to be a certain
amount of quibbling over what
was simply “holding” milk, and
what was “dumping”.

Although Elwell pointed out
that NFO did not advocate
dumping milk, he offered no
satisfactory answer to the ques-
tion of how a farmer can ac-
tually “hold” milk for a week
or more,

“Assuming he could ‘hold’it
in good condition,” the ques-
tioner continved, “wouldn’t
your gains be offset when that
much milk was released on the
market®”

UNO'?7

Elwell replied, ‘be-

cause by that time we would
have made our point in the
marketplace, and would have
secured a sound contract.”
HOW MUCH TO JOIN NFO?
When asked for details on

al and has to be solved on a
national basis,”” he added
HOW MUGH HOLDING

IS FNOUGH?

When the meeting was open-
ed up to questions, they came
thick and fast, many fiom two
Chester and two Lancaster
county newsmen

“What percent of production
in any one market does NFO
find 1t neccessary to control to
make a holding action effect-
ive?”

“We know 1t takes about 60
percent of the production to
control any given market,” Mec-
Namara stated. “We knew be-
fore the holding action started
in the Pittsburgh area that we
had at least 60 percent support
from menmbers and non-mem-
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joining NFO, Elwell said,
“That’s the question I've been
waiting for all evening!”

He explained that NFO's pur-
pose was to securc contracts
between he milk companies
and the members. In its final
form, the contract must be ap-
proved by at least two-thirds of
the members. They can tear it
apart, amend it, or revise it
any way they see fit. Then it
goes back {o the processor for
his final approval.

DUES—1 PERCENT OF
GROSS SALES

“The dues to join NFQO are
$25 a vear.” Elwell said. “But
once we get you a contract,
that $25 no longer applies.
From there on, a member pays
NFO one percent of the amount
of gross sales which he makes
through the contract.”
ORDER 4, DEAD

In referring to the Delaware
Valley federal milk order num-
ber 4, McNamara told the dair-
ymen that one reason there
weren’t more farmers dumping
milk in Chester County and
vietmty was that “You're 1n
Order 4, and that’s the highest
paymg Order in the country.
You’re getting about 12 cents
a quart for your milk now, we
feel vou need 1415 cents a
quart to survive,” he stated.

When the subject came up
again later in the evening, Mc-
Namara said, “Order 4 is dead
as of April 1, accordingto what
we have learned unofficially.
When that happens, you'll lose
50 cents a hundredweight nght
off the bat. Then you'll need
NFO even more,” he promised.

NO NEW MEMBERS SIGNED

Followin? the meeting, the
NFO representatives invited
dairvmen present to join the
organization, Lancaster Farm-
ing learned the following day
that, although no one had ac-
tually signed up, several farm-
ers indicated they planned to
give the proposition serious
consideration.
NIGHTLY MEETINGS

Trego said that while the
present holding action is going
on, Chester County members
are meeting nightly at the
IOOF hall in Unionville

He added that once the mat-
ter 1s seftled favorably, and
they get a chance to ¢~ *th up
at home, ihe orgamzat.... will
begin encouraging farmers 1n
neighboring counties to join
NFO.

The human mind 1s a Tot Iike
a stomach — the important
thing rsn’t what you put wubo
‘em, but what they digest.
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