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From Where We Stand...
*»

So What Is The Question?
In this topsy-turvey world-'we con-

stantly seek answers be it in farming,
politics, or economics. In fact, often
get so wrapped up in our ans-
wers that we perhaps lose track of the
questions. :I

The current milk ci isis is a' case in
point. We start with the precise that
farmers are not getting a sufficient re-
turn on either their investment'br their
labor, and that they must stay in busi-
ness to feed a hungry world. From there
on. emotions seem to take over, ’but let’s
remember there are still at least two
schools of thought on this question.

Should fanners be subsidized like
some of the public transportation indus-
tries? Or. should they stand or fall on
the strength of their economic ability to
compete in the open market

• That last phrase is the hooker
for the past thirty years there has ac-
tually been no open market, as such. The
federal government has circumvented
free trade of many vital farm products.
They have done this, supposedly to help
the farmer stay in business by providing
a price floor for his products The only
problem was that that floor too 6ften be-
came a ceiling, serving to hold prices at
marginal levels The government was al-
so motivated to support farm prices and
stockpile grains so the American people
would be guaranteed a food supply

An ulterior motive to support prices
and stockpiling has been shown to be a
federal -effort to control farm prices by
controlling supply This approach ap-
pears to be on the way out, and measures
have recently been introduced in Con-
gi ess to speed its departure

But back to the basic question
you see how quickly one can lose track
of it 9

If we reject federal subsidies we
may still not reject the idea If we say
the price of milk to farmers must be
raised, right across the board, we may be
simply saying “let the consumer do the
subsidizing”

Even though many farmers continue
to go the subsidy route, they may rest as-
sured that industries pi educing food sub-
stitutes will not If the price of milk, or
any product, goes too high, the door
opens wide to the ersatz for lunch bunch
And as it has been shown with oleomar-
garine it doesn't take long for youngsters
growing up with substitutes to accept
them unquestionably

Easter combines a rich mixture of
laughter and solemnity Both are good

both are needed by the soul of man. »-r _ f .
Yes, Easter Sunday is one of the INOW lS Xll6 lilH6great days of the year, a day of joy for * * *

you and your familyBut the other alternative let the By Max Smith, Lancaster County Agent
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