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If you'’re distressed
by high jood costs...
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how do you think the
dairy jarmer feels?

Since 1948 retail food prices havc 11ven an estimated 34 per cent and disposable personal income has nearly
doubled, Yet the dairy farmer — who m New York State last year earned the princely wage of 40 cents an
Hour after costs —— is receiving the \ame price for his milk that he did in 1948. And, the farmer can not exploit

family labor any further in efforts 1o improve efficiency.

Does this sound like today « ¢airvnia. is sharing in the fruits of our high-flying cconomy in which most of

us are-earning more, buying morc. enjoying more?

Consider, too, that the pricc of cquipment and supplies the farmer must buy has doubled and tripled since
1948. In the last five years the dairvmen has been hit by drought conditions that have often forced him to buy
the grain and hay he used to raise hunself. Yet when he goes out to borrow morey — as he must, because of

his plight — he often finds interost 1ot so high that
hé is forced to quit farmmg 1 ast +.or more than

;5,000 dairymen in New Yert. Ponssylvania and
Vermont went out of business . . . bucause costs weic
%00 high, returns too low,

Eastern Milk Producers — il hargeining cooper-
ative with 10,000 dairy tarme: nienbrs in the above
states — feels Mrs. Consumsr <husld realize that
food prices had to rise and-prohably boepld go hagher
Everything else (wages. tran-poitouen, processing.
sales costs) has increased in price duriag this period
of prosperity, and these all alic<t s price of food

But let’s not make the derryman the wcopegoat
for a situation over which he 5t o control. As you
¢an see from the chart on the righi ¢« farmrer < not
getting higher prices.

I3
1

INDEX
*
v i
Y Ta tabY
FECDUCT PRICTS
.
Yo -
Dot f e —-—-A/\
*
of -
TENES FECRIVED
HY vATHESS FOR * lan june wverage
DARRY PPODUCTS
Y3 IR S B SRR I SV S U BTSN BT
187 4 L3 b L] €2 5

Frices .onved by fo mers tor dairy products ond retail dorry
L oficis pricss 19LT o cote (1947 49=100)

COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, NG,
m ait ERS KINNE ROAD
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