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The Case Of The
Chicken Chicken

Who's who in the “peck-
ing order” preoccupies lay-
ing hens so much that poultry
scientists try hard to undei-
stand this aspect of social
life in the henhouse. For ex-
ample, previous evidence in-
dicates that a hen's egg pro-
duction and length of life re-
Iate to how aggressively she

pecks,
Recently, poultry special-

ists at the ARS Poultry Gen-
etics Laboratory in Athens,
Ga., restudied at close range
the attitude of one chicken

toward another to . clarity
these specific points:

1 — Do chicken strains
vary in aggressiveness?. .And
does relative aggressiveness
of a chicken strain change
over a period of time?

2 .t Js aggressiveness re-
lated to size? Do birds rec-
ognize superiors as individu-
als — or as belonging to a
superior strain?

3 — Is aggressiveness lnk-
ed to egg quantity or qual-
ity? .

Relationships between
strains were given special
consideration in planning the
study.

Poultry speclahst R E.
Cook of ARS and J. C. Wom-

ack and L. D. Tindell, both

Lancaster Farming, Saturday, January 15, 1966—11

formerly of the Georgia Ag-
riecultural Experiment Station,  ipeor phen simply withdrew
studied pairs of hens in a .y <he threatened, As soon
special observation cage. They as the researchers could judze

matched = Dbirds from fOUr yqich hen dominated the oth-
strains of White Leghorns and ,.  they returned the birds
two strains of Rhode Island ., jnqividual cages.

Reds, in three encounters,

Although the tests took om  The experiment clearly es-

some aspects of a tourna- tablished that there are su-

ment, none of the birds was Per stramns in the chicken

injured. world. Each stock revealed
The first pairings were & clear level of aggressive-

held when the birds were 20 ness, which the scientists be-
weeks old, the second and Iheve 15 cairied genetically.
third at 38 and 56 weeks. '  In zeneral, the relative ag-
hen earned points for aggres- Sressiveness of a strain did
siveness — 1if she outpecked Not change with age Only
her opponent, it her pecks !B the last rematch did the
were uncontested, or if the tWo least aggressive strains
exchange standings.

L. H. BRUBAKER
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Chickens apparently recog-
nize breeds and strains.
Rhode Island Reds clearly
vielded to the much smaller
White Leghorns, even though
within strains the bigger bud
was usually the more aggies-
sive  Scilentists were uncer-
tain whether lieed differences
o1 1ndividual looks were mote
impotitant for a chicken 1n
recognizing a superior 1n the
pecking otde:

Tougher strains wele the
better producers The 1ank
ot strams by esg production
was the same ab strain-stand-
ing for henpecking, except in
one case On an individual
basis also, the most agsaies-
sive bitds laid the most eggs

COUNTY GRANGES MERT
= Lancaster” County Pomona
Grange #71 will hold their
dinner meeting  Saturday,
January 15, 7 p.m. at Rhoads
Spanish Restaurant, Quarry-
ville. Reservations should be
made through Miss Marie
Murphy, There will be a me-
morial <ervice in charge of
Miss Murphy and the newly
elected officers will be in-
stalled by Norman Maule
and his team from Chester

County.

Fulton Grange #66 held
their regular meeting Janu-
ary 10 at Oakryn, Pa. Mas-
ter, Gyles H Brown conduct-
ed the business meeting. Ful-«

ton Grange was 1nvited to at-

tend a church service Fri-
dav evening, January 28 at
the Mount Hope Methodist

Church whete evangelist Jo-
seph Brookshire of Lexing-
ton, Kv, wil be conducting
a week ot services

Lecturel Miss Agnes
Spence, presented a Stephen

Foster program Giroup sing-
g “Old Folks at Home”
and “AMy 0ld Kentucky

Home ' The “late History of
Stephen Foster’ was told by

Paul H TUihel Chester Todd
J1 Mis Stanley Stauffer Jr,
and Mis Ralph Armstrong

the ©presenta~
Amerlican flag
wiil be

demonstiated
tion of the
The next meeting

held January 24
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