12—.Lancaster Farming, Saturday, February 6, 1965

® Balmer
(Contimued from Page 1)

the mizht At six
sweteh acts to bleed off the
prossure, the nest bottoms
diop back into place, and the
nests ate open for business

Other phases of automation
used in this opetation meclude
automatic egg collechon with
continuous belts bunging the
evos to a central collecting
* point in the egg room thiee
to four tmmes a day Fiom
hete they me cased hy the
Balmers and stored 1n the egg
cooler until they are picked
up by the egg buver thiee
times a week

Feed 1s moved automaticil-
ly from the 17-fon bulk hn
via the tube type leeder I'rom
the tube 1t diens by gravity
into a sertes of :merted cone-
shaved hoppers which e
spaced four to every ten lin-
eal feet of tube

Ventilation 1s contiolled by
nine fans along the back wall
Four of these aire the cabinel
type and five, are booste
fans Air 1ntake slots have
been provided in the opposite
wall and a few also 1n the
wall housing the fans

Two thinds of the floor area
consists of one ond onehalf
inch slats over a pit All of
the feeders and fountains are
suspended over this aiea
cleaning out after each batch
of buds, this equpment 18
raised to the ceding by win-
ches, then a tractor with a
blade o1 front-end loader may

o am a

be used

The 12,400 bnds were
bonght as started pullets, and
wete housed just Dbefore
Chiistmas They were laying

10-15 per cent at that time.
They have not peaked as yet,
productng now at about 55
per cent

This windowless house is 416 ¥

fect long by 40 feet wide Six- gaN

{cen feet of the length 1s used
tor egg 100m, cooler, and work
atea The birds aic concen-
frated at about one and one-
thnd square feet cach Balmer

plans a laying cycle of 14-15 ¥
So far §

months for this flock
the flock condition looks good
and lhivability 1s very pLomis-
g

A1 and Mis Balmer find
they have to spend about six
hours a day (combined) cai-
me for this flock Most of thi
time 1nvolves collecting and
packing eggs. and closely
checking the bnds and  the
automatiec equipment On the
home farm, meanwhile, they
also tend another 2,000 layers
and 40 cows and heifers As
if that weren’t enouch to keep
them busy they 1ent another
tatn whete 40 steers and
some hogs ne fattened Al
though they tend the new lay
e houce by themselves, Bal-
mer said, they do have some
help on the other enteiprises

As one who had been “sold”
on cages as 4 system for man-
acing layets for quilc some
time, this obseiver will be
ve1y nterested 1n  following
the Balmer flooi-bird opera-

Fo ~tion closelv Aftex the laying

this flock
good hasis
cost1eturn

year 1s completed,
might provide a
for a flooi-cage,
study

FARM WOMEN #11 TOLD
GF CENTER PLANS

At then 1egular meeting at
Rhoads Spanish Tavern, Quai-

Ry

A TIEN’S EYE VIEW OF AUTOMATION shows
two-thirds of the floor area. The automatic feeders and waterers are hung over
the pits. For cleaning out once a year, the fceders and waterers are raised to the
ceilmg by use of a winch. and the slats are lfted clear. Not shown is the con-
tinuous row of nests that line the walls. As soon as eggs are laid they roll gently

rom the nests to a covered belt that brings them to the egg room

the
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slatted pits that cover

L. F. Photo

1yville, twenty-eight membeis
of the Society of Farm Wom-
en, Group No 11, heard John
H Herr discuss plans for the
proposed Lancaster County
Faim & Home Center to be
bwlt 1 Lancaster Hen, a
Director 1n the Farm & Home
Foundation, showed the gioup
an architect’s shetch of the
propesed Center, and described
the many needs such a Center
will fulfill

The Gioup also Theard
Chaitles A  Ackey, J1, de-
sciibe how one’s personality

1s 1eflected 1n thewr handwiit-
ng

Refteshments were seived
by the hostesses Mis Jerome
Rhoades, Mrs Bess Ressel
and Mrs Harry McComsey

® F&H

(Coutinued irom Page 1)

of January 25 and the fiist
progiess 1epoit of 1esults
achieved was tabulated on
Thwsday of this week No
fisures on the amount raised,
to-date were 1eleased by Cam-
paign Headquarters, accoiding
to Brubaker, since the fitst
public announcement of funds
r1a1ised 1s scheduled for the
night of the Special Gifts Divi-
sion launching of the drive,
in the city area, Febiuaiy 15
The county-wide solicitation
opened the campaign, with the
Faim Gifts Division assigned
a quola of $250,000 to be
1a1sed as its share of the total
objective

In reviewing the first re-
ports 1 the past week, cam-

paign officials said that they
weire pleased by the large
number of farm families and
busimesses which have either
contiibuted or pledged gifts of
$1060, or more, to the Farm
and Home Foundation. Em-
phasis 1s being placed upon
the need for gifts of this size,
and laiger, to assure attain-
ment of the goal. In special
booklets mailed to farm fam-
ilies, Directors of the Founda-
tion pomnt out that ‘“contribu-
tors to the Farm and Home
Center should bear in mind
that this type of financial ap-
peal will not recur for many
years, 1f at all, therefore, gifts
should be for the maximum in-
dividuals can afford to pay
over a period of the next 24
months.”
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EXCELLENCE...

Lancaster County
Ranks First In The
State In Agriculture

You can help to Keep Your County in

the fore-front of agriculture by contri-
buting to the building of a FARM AND

HOME CENTER.

WHEN A NEIGHBOR CALLS ON YOQOU,
PLEDGE YOUR FAIR SHARE.

TOGETHER, LET'S MAKE THE FARM
AND HOME CAMPAIGN THE SUCCESS

IT DESERVES TO BE.

GIVE GENEROUSLY!

MINIMUM NEED ® $375,000




