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From Where We Stand . . .
Why Didn’t My Exhibit Win?

But why didnt my exhibit win?

We hear that ecvaly vear
about this trime from some disgusted
exhibitors who thought the fawr associa-
w.on had hired a colorblind judge with
only one cve

‘I dont see why my potatoes didn’t
win They wete bigger than any other
exhibit on the table, we overheard last
week as we looked over the exhib:ts at
o local fair

And 1t was truc We saw the ex-

1ef1ain

hibit and the five tubers were fai-and-
away the biggest specimens 1in the
show

The giant spuds were so outsize
that we doubt 1if you could have sold a
nundred pound bag of them to any
housewife 1n the county

That 1s precisely the reason they
did not get first prize In most cases,
the fair book will specify that the ex-
mibited produce should be of good mar-
ket size Even though the big potatoes
wele free from disease, all of one size
and shape, and unitorm of color and
skin texture, they could not qualify for
the top prize because they were not ap-
proaching the ideal size

After all, the main purpose of any
tair exhibit 1s to encourage excellence
of production and raise the standard of
excellence of the product If the judge
gives prizes tor exhibits which tend to
lead producers away from the ideal, the
tair has failed 1n 1ts main purpose

It 1s a good 1dea always to read the
premium book carefully before entering
an exhibit, but after the entry 1s judged
it 18 even more 1mportant to have the
iacts before passing judgment on the
placings All too often the critic has no
clear 1dea of what the judge was looking
ior 1n the exhibat.

It 1s not always bad to question
a judge’s placings, 1f you have all the
tacts at hand, but you must remember
one thing — the judge s not above
making mistakes, but on the day of the
show, he 1s the boss.

If after the show the fair association
feels that the judge deviated too far
irom the specifications in the premium
Iist, they can select a different judge for
lhe next year.

But 1f the judge sticks to the guide-
lines set up, the only thing you can do is
understand why your exhibit was not
Iirst and prepare a better exhibit next

Maybe you still won’t agree with
the judge’'s deciston, but if you uander-
stard why he placed the class the way
he did, you tave learned something, and
that, alter all, 1s the purpose for fairs

At lcast thats how 1t looks from
where we <tend

* ok Kk %k
Dairy Programs

A tavoriie refraimn of many urban
farm policy “authorities’” 1s to get the
government out of agriculture Many
farmers, too, argue that the sun would
shine perpetually 1if the government
would quit meddling

We are just as anxious as anyone to
see our dairy industry on 1its own feet
and running 1ts own business at the
earliest possible hour But the simple
solution of getting the government out
has consequences few people appreciate

What would happen? Over the past
few years several projections or esti-
mates have been made by well-qualified
economists Depending upon the basic
assumptions which were made, project-
ed price drops have ranged from 54
cents to $139 per hundredweight for
milk A figure recently used by Dr
Truman F Graf, of the University of
Wisconsin, estimates that milk prices
would drop 70 cents per hundred by
1965

The average Hoard’s Dairyman sub-
scriber last year sold 352,300 pounds of
milk At 70 cents per hundredweight,
the estimated decline means a loss in
gross mcome, per subscriber, of $2,466.

We would not deny anyone the
right to advocate any type of a farm
policy he may desire, but the results of
effecting his recommendations should
be known

There are those who claim all such
prejections are made bv incompeten:
people or who try, by other means, to
discredit the findings. It s significant,
however, that every study we have seen
(and all have been made by indepen-
dent, well-trained economists) projects a
very major drop Can they all-be wrong?
Possibly, but not probably.

The present price support program
1s a poor one and one which we will not
defend. But it has prevented greatly de-
pressed prices. When you're in a leaking
boat in the middle of the lake 1t’s rather
foolish to abandon the boat until better
means of survival are in ewvidence.

— Hoard’s Dairyman.
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Lesson for September 30, 1962

I_ E W AS a stienge man, John
the Baptizer Stiange 1n
manv ways Iiis bnth was a mu-
acle; and jyel m all his hile he
nevci performed one single mit-
T TRSTRLSE acle and  never

*;’m‘?“ -‘;;A tized to He came
g“f g 1nto this woild by
% » a muacle, and
;%“;@;; “‘%»“’ “% yet when he died
b with his head
chopped oft, no

miracle was there
to save him He
knew moie about

: Jesus than Jesus’
Dr. Foreman own biothers did,
and yet he doubted Jesus mn a
public sort of way such as his
biothets never showed Jesus
called him the greatest of men up
to hs time, yet the world, even
the Chiistian woild, pays more
honor to many another ancient
figwe than to John.

In the Desert

People who diess in camel’s-
hair clothes and eat locusts and
wild honey as a regular diet aie
not common nowadays and they
were not 1n John’s day either A
man eccentric as he would not
get many to listen to him nowa-
days, but John had a tiemendous
audience The 10ad fiom Jeru-
salem to Jericho was—and still 1s
—a steep winding highway, 1n-
fested with bandits, yet crowds
would walk the fifteen miles or so
fiom the city to where they could
hear John pieach and be baptized
by him No evangehist in America
would set up his tent 15 miles fiom
the nearest sizable town, but John
did, and the people came. His
seimons all could be boiled down
to two sentences Repent' He 1s
coming' Consideling eveiything,
espectally considering the fact
that some people thought he must
be Chiist himself, Jobn must have
been a verv 1emarhable charac
tet He did not fit any pattern
then o1 now His long stay in the
widderness  bhoinnns waen he
wes & boy (f.1 no douot hys aged
siten s did ro bne fud e giew

1) nLa 2auls n s on o oS
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too A desert child, John would
not be tied to the conventional, the
customary. He had few if any hu-
man ties He could look at the
world, so to speak, fiom the side-
lines, he had a fully detached view
of life On the other hand, because
he lived all alone, he did not have
the “‘common touch” that Jesus
had Unlike Jesus, John had
nothing lo say to the soiiowing
and suftering of the woild Where
Jesus saw the multitudes as shecp
without a shepherd, John spohe of
them as a “biood of vipers’’—
snakes’ habies, to put it in plamn
English.

In Hope

Yet the people, no matter what
John micht call them, however
fiexce his denunciauon of them as
smner s,—the people swarmed to
hear him The i1eader can think
of 1easons . and by the way,
any one who 1s interested 1n
John’s story should read all the
Bible mater1al, not the few printed
verses One of the reasons, surely,
why John was so popular 1n spite
(you might say) of all his efforts
not to be, was that he pieached
just what the people wantfed to
heat about the future The people
who came to hear him and stayed
to be baptized weie poor, they
were undel the crushing heel of a
long-staying occupation army.

In Confusion

Jesus indeed came, though as
we saw, at fiist only John knew
who he truly was But he was not
the kind of “Messiah’ or God’s-
Man John had expected We know
that a year o1 fwo later, when
John was near his death in a
dungeon, he, the p1eacher of hope,
began to have doubts He even
sent to Jesus to ask if he, John,
could be mistaken We do not
know whether what Jesus said to
him by his messengers comforted
him, but we may believe 1t did,
for Jesus always knew the right
thing to say So we may feel sure
that hope returned to him m the
end (Read about 1t 1n Luke chap.
7 ) John 1s not the first or the last
herald of hope who has been right
about the hope, but wrong about
how the hope comes true. John
had thought the Messiah would be
an Avenger, a Destroyer; Jesus
came a man of peace John looked
for something sgectacular; Jesus
showed him miracles, but the
kind he looked for. God has his
own ways in hs world, and we
cannot dictate how he shall man-~
age 1t. But we may be sure, as
John learned, that “Jesus doeth
all things well

(Based on outfines copyrichted by
the Divislon of Christian Education,
National Council of the Churches of
Christ In the U 8 A Released by
Community Press Servics.)
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Now Is The Time . . .

BY MAX SMITH \

To Remove Final Alfalfa Cutting

hay

hay on many

moved 1n
pounds per

MAX M. SMITH fertilize:

quite useful and with
tions 1t should make good teed With poor
diymg conditions it might be well to put 16
into the silo as silage.

Several days after a killing frost it 18
possible to 1emove the final crop of akalfa
without domg much damage to next
year’s stand This fall with the shortage of

farms this roughage will be
good drymng condi-

To Top-Dress Hay TFields

After the final cuttig ot altalfa is re-
the fall,
diess the field with thiee to four hundred

it 15 advised to top-

acre of a 0-20-20 or 0-15-30

This will help replace the soil ele-

ments removed during the year and incirease yields next year.

To Spray Legumes
For Insect Control

The month of October
1ecommended ¥or the applica-
tion of either Heptachlor or
Dieldrin on alfalfa or clover
fields for the contiol of spittle
bugs and -alfalfa weevils next
summer Be sure this 1s done
after all harvesting and graz-
ing 1s done for this year and
keep all ammals off until the
noimal harvest season nex:
May or June These fall apph-
cations have given excellent
1esults for msecet control and
all legume 1)1'oducers‘,§3-p urg-
ed to adopt thé practice.

.
15

i

To Protect Suimmmer Seedings

August seedings of alfalfa
and clover are off to a slow
start; the growth 1s very short
many fields and little
ground cover 13 present, If
weather conditions prevent
good growth before winter
weather sets in, some progec~
t.on may be secured by hsght
applications (5 to 6 ton) of
strawy manure during Novem-
ber or early December; bs
sure the material is spread ev-
enly over the field This cover
vill ; conspive  moisture . 3nd
help prevent winter heaving.
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