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From Where We Stand . .

Conserving The

Tear was one of the prime movers
ot the early conservationists Fear was
one of the principal reasons conserva-
+jon became such a widespread and
going program

Conservationists teared that soon
+he population would overtake the pro-
ductive ability of the land unless some-
ching were done to bring about a halt to
the destruction of the land.

Conservation caught on because the
people began to fear that the conserva-
z1onists might be right and soon famine
might come upon the land.

This fear was based on experience
and founded n truth If landowners had
gone on treating the soil as they did in
che hirst few decades of the agricultural
revolution, the productive ability of
much of our soil might now be so low
that 1t would now require extensive re-
1ovation by drastic and expensive
means

If conservation ot our natural re-
sources had not “caught on” with land
owners, we might now be_in a food
situation where the fear of famine
would be greater than the problem ot
surpluses

But latest estimates now 1indicate
‘hat by 1980 we are likely to need about
50 million less acres than are now in
oroduction to teed a vastly expanded
sopulation It now appears that techno-
ogv 1n the business ol farming 1s going
thead taster than the population 1s in-
‘reasing

Now does this mean that we have
warsold conservation”? Does this mean
‘hat there is no further need to con-
-erve’

Not at all

In the past most of us thought ot
~onservation 1 terms of saving our na-
-ural resources

We have had the ‘tree savers” who
Jid not want to see any tree cut down,
2ven 1f 1t were ripe and ready to rot

We have had the “bird lovers” and
-he lovers ot other wild animals who did
10t want to see any game laws that
vould allow killing of wildlite — even
~vhen that wildlife over populated its
aabitat and began to starve to death in
great numbers

We have had the “stream lovers"
who did not want to see any change 1n
the natural waterways even though
some lands nearby could be made pro-
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Sixth Resource

ductive and beautiful by the applicaton
of 1rrigation water.

We have even had those who haveRdd

complained about plowing and tilling
the soil because the ‘“natural beauty” 1s
disturbed thereby
About the only natural resources
we have not had fanatics screaming fo
us to save are the mineral deposits un-
der the surface We suppose this is s
because it is rather difficult to wax ro-
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No Stealing
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mantic over a puddle of oil or a vein ofg e~ HEF” 15 2 bad word No-

iron ore. -

But true conservation is not just
saving natural resources. True eonserva-
fion entails the wise and intelligent use

the greatest number of people

Now we believe 1t is way past
time to begin thinking in terms of con-
servation of the sixth resource We be-
Lieve there 1s great need for us to con-
tinue to use wisely the five natural re-
sources of soil, water, wildlife, timber,
and nuneral deposits, but of what value
are all five 1t we fail to conserve our
human resources

Within the past few years several
new terms have come into our vocabu-
lary A generation ago we had never
heard of “Urban Sprawl”, “Suburbia”,
“Rurban”, {or as it 18 sometimes writt-
en, Ruban) or ‘“Megopolis

Growing up in these areas 1s a
generation of people who will never see
wide open spaces and vast uninhabited
areas on lhis planet They may never
sit beside a pure mountain stream, or
walk through a tract of large timber, or

body wants {o be called one.
Even a thief hmeself will complain
about other thieves. ‘“I've been
robbed!”’ 15 a common complaint
y "3 ultercd by those
E who habitually
¢ rob otheirs To be
% sure, lhere are
¢ twisted minds,
§ busy 1n devis-
ing  dishonest
schemes, and
ptoud of their
success when
they do work
But then there
are twisted minds clever in ali
ways of crime and sin What we
can call notmal people don t like
to be called thicves It 1s a tatal
objcetion to @ man that he s dis-
honest Nothing else makes up
for the lachk of honesty He 1s
a generous, hard working man—
but you have tv watch him every
minufe ”” ¢ Pe's a pleasant gentle
man, but don’t have any business
dealings with lum *’ Those aie not
‘“‘1ecommendations’”’ any of us
would cnjoy over-hearing ahout
ourselves

Dr. DCoreman

learn to appreciate the life and habits ofBut are we honest?

wildlitfe unless we begin to plan right
now to conserve the natural resources
for the human resources

We must keep water supplies near
centers of population pure and clean
We must preserve areas of trees and
grass—not just in out-of-the-way places,
and not just for the sake of saving them
— but we must provide areas near the
cities where people caught up in the
fast pace of the space age can rejuvinate
their tned bodies and minds We know
a nation must be healthy both bodily
and emotionally in oider to be a strong
nation

For this reason we must learn to
USE every square inch of our land to
the utmost of its potential for the con-
servation of our most precious resource
— people

At least that’s how 1t looks from
where we stand

Neveitheless, sueh is the
strange nature of the selt decesv-
ing human mind, that 1t 1 easy
to * hd” ouiselves into thinking
we are mole honest than we
teally are One way we decene
ourselves 1s bv taking 1efuge 1n
what 1s undeniably a fact It does
mahe a difletence where the
money is tahken trom It 1s worse
to tahe money fiom a child than
trom a man big enough to fizht,
1t 15 worse to take money fiom a
poor man than {iom a rich one
0Of course, but stealing 1s still
stealing, even it not all forms of
stealing aire equally had, all ioims
are bad. It 1s.not tiue, for ex-
ample, that if the person fiom
whom we withhold what 15 thewr
rightiul due 1s rich enough —
maybe not a person at all but a
cotporalion or a governmert,
then it’s all right to do them for

Now Is The

all we can get by with Jesus on
one occasion gave a strong hiat
to the Pharisees that they were
cheating the Roman government
by not paying taxes Samt Paul
(Romans 13 7) found it necessary
to mstruct hs feilow-Romans to
pav their taxes One of the com-
monest forms of theft in Amer-
1ca 1s beating the government out
of tax money Business firms
would even make a joke of 1t, ex-
pense accounts were known as
“swindle sheets ™

Another common form of steal-
ing 15 to take money from people
who are helpless. Ta be sure, few
grown Americans would actually
take money fiom a child; but
some Americans have slow and
creaky consciences when 1t comes
to taking advantage of their posi-
tion by charging much too much.
I'hose price-fixing cases we all
read abhout were like that A city
wollld have to pay enormous sums
for electrical equipment, because
the bids were *nigged” and not
compefitive A landlord will
charge exotbitant rent for his
propeity, all because he knows
the tenant has nowhere to go A
union will charge s~ members,
or a surgeon his patients, or a
plumber his cusiomers, with a ill
that 1s all out of reason, just be-
cause the workman or patient or
customer has no chowce bul to
pay
'n good cause

The 1mnadent of the money-
thangers in the Temple (Mark
11 15 19 illustiates two forms of
stealing al once The temple taxes
had to be pawd 1n a special cur-
tency  These money-men would
exchange (say) Roman money
into temple money, chaiging a
very high fee for the service Now
hey were chealing the public on
sacted premises, bul stealing is
stealing no matter whete 1it's
lone In America uncounted sums
are lost every year in gambling
levices 1 certain church “fes-
fivals’ and “picnies’” and the hike,
not to mention double priced white
~lephants al chutch bazaars It's
il tor a good cause, we ate told,
wnd even prominent public lead-
215 set a bad example of gambhng
aven il it 1s for the benefit of a
cancer fund or some charitabie
nganization But 1t’s still steal-
ing, more 1s lost than won Or to
tahe a difierent example How
many churches pay their janitors
and other setvants even the mint~
mum standaid wages” A church
has no more right to underpay
employees than any individual
has Keeping what belongs to
people out of their hands 1s stal
stealing
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