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FROM WHERE WE STAND .
Let’s Just Let It Rain

Not long ago a neighbor mowed his
hay one evening when the weather
was threatening. When we asked if he
weren’t afraid 1t would get wet, he
answered, “You can’t get it up t1ll you
get it down.”

This was so reminiscent of some of
the observations Dad used to make on
the weather that we had to reflect on
some of his sayings. Dad used to say,
“Many a day’s work has bheen lost by
people waiting for it to rain.” Our
neighbor knew this. He didn’t deliber-
ately mow his hay so that 1t would get
a soaking, but. he knew he would never
cut it if he waited until he were absol-
utely certain it would not get wet.

When we were boys on the farm,
we thought it would be a wonderful
thing if wt could turn the weather on
or off at will, and we expressed- these
sentiments to Dad. When he said, “It is
a blessing that we can't control the
weather.” we could not understand
why he thought so. ;

At a meeting of farmers a few
weeks ago the discussion got around to
the weather, as it usually does- at a
gathering of rural people. One farmer
said it lookd like rain but he thought
be didn't need any more for awhile.
¢He was in the midst of hay making).
Ancther farmer in the group opined, “I
figured we need it whenever we get
it‘"

By and large, we believe most rural
people have this philosophy. They
know their livelihood—in fact, their
very lives—depend on the weather, and
are willing to accept whatever comes.

We were rejoicing, with the fields
and gardens, in the midst of a day-long
sod soaker earlier in the summer. The
soil had begun to dry out and plants
had that melancholy look they get
when they need a good long drink.

We were enjoying the revival of
the plants and thinking what a won-
derful rain this was and how many

farmers would be able to pay off a few
more of their debts because of this
rain, when we met one of our friends

sort, and he does not normally com-
plam any more about the weather than
most of us, but the weather of the day
just didn’t fit in with his plans. That is
what Dad meant. The rain that made
one farmer’s corn crop and spoiled an-
other’s hay crop caused him to miss
out on an expected day of entertain-
ment at the ball park.

One farmer told us recently he had
lost all confidence in the weather fore-
cast carried by this newspaper and had
decided henceforth to put all his con-
fidence in a certain television person-
ality. On the following day he made
a special effort to get the barn chores
done in time to catch the television
weather forect.

_ Clear skies and high temperatures
were predicted for several days. The
farmer put his boys to mowing and
crimping hay because he expected to
1glet it made before bad weather caught

im. ,

Can you guess? It began raining be-
fore noon and didn’t clear off for two
days.

- And this brings us back to where
we started and to another saying of"'
Dad’s. He would pique the curiosity
of his young sons by saying when they
commiserated about the rean “I’ll
tell you what let’s do if it is
going to rain! Let’s just let it rain.”

And isn’t that the best thing to do
after all?

At least that’s how
where we stand.

it looks from

Secretary of Agricullure Freeman
said recently, “We must seek to meet
human needs, rather than dispose of
surplus stocks, in our special programs
for sending food to countries in need.

“The great opportunity in Food for
Peace lies in the role it can play in
giving free societies the victory. Amer-
can agricultural abundance can be of
invaluable influence if effectively used.
For to those who are hungry—food is
more meaningful than a man in space.”

Feeding the hungry peoples of the
world is a noble project, but to be ef
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summary of the weather.
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al church magazine for four
years and for more than half
a century I have taught Sun
day School classes continu-
ously and stull teach high
school boys. I have about 500
young people in a religious
summer camp on my farm -
each July and August. o

I shall greatly miss the §;
though I ¢
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Now Is The Time . - -
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-TO IRRIGATE LAWNS DURING T
DAY-—Home owners arc urged to refrd

4
q
] W ¢ weekly column, from watering the lawn during the e
Dovidean Fare e" § hope that two or three limes m(g) or night lglours Lawns sh%)uld be v
a year I may be permitt . )
Editors Note: For the past several years we bave i, }:nsu with yyou gng' ;}oig tered during the daytime so the grass ™

have time to dry before night-fall Wel
ing-at nite keeps grass wet longer per
of time and turf diseases will have a?
ter chance. When watermg 1t 1s bel
make the applications hecavy.so that !
waler soaks into the turf for seveial !l
es, rather than to water several ime
week with only a light application

printed THIS WEEK in Wagshington in this column. We

will let Mr. Davidson tell you in his ocwn words why the

column 1s being discontinued The fo.lowing letter received

this ‘week speaks for itself. WATCH THIS SPACE FOR A

NEW FEATURE IN COMING WEEKS. In saymng au revoir I want
. to “give credit where credit

of rural America which ori- 1s due” and mention that

ginally prompted me to offer "Fred Bailey of Washingion,
the column to like-minded

readers through a column
when I have something I
regard as important to dis-
cuss.

Dear Editor:
It 1s with considerable re-
gret that I have found it

. MA&s
whom I believe knows more “ .

. .. editors about agriculture than any §o PREPARE SOIL, FOR SUMM EDING — Fam
necessary to discontinue is- T ——— . ; ; ER SEEDING —
suance Zf the THIS WEEK hTo those who heivel made ggéff mv;:;t?elglfu?r?f r;ii’pgif planning to make a mid-August seeding of alfalfa sho

the column available to start preparing the ground 4 to 6 weeks prior to the s

—In Washington column af-
iter nore ithan five years of
publ:cation.

I still maintain the same
interests mn the growth, un-
derstanding and prosperity

ing the agricultural columns
of THIS WEEK—In Wash-
ngion.

Finally, I want 1o say to
you, the edilors of rural
papers serving agriculture,
that I believe you are doing
one of the best jobs in A-
merica in saving this count-
ry from Communism, Social
ism and Atheism.

Cordially yours,
Clinton Davidson

their readers over the past
few years I am grateful.

Now, because I am 73
vears old and want to de-
vote more time to my re-
hgious work, I deem it ad-
visable to discontinue the
column In saying good-bye
I should hke to give you
some background informat-
1on which I have hesitated
to do heretofore, because I
wanted acceptance or re-
jection of the column solely
on 1its merits

ing operation As soon as the small grain and stiaw 5’
moved the ground should be either plowed or disced, ¥
ly discing or harrowing wil kill the weeds and obid”
firm seedbed. Whether the ground s plowed or @
several times seems to make hitle diffcrende in the 1
either method may be used to prepare the seed-bed
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TO PROVIDE FRESH WATER—During the hot o
ce

months all livestock and poultry should have {rec @ |
fresh water a. all times. During any month of €Y
fresh water is essential to top production, howevel 1"“
weather the ammals will consume larger amounts of “;
m an eftori to keep comforiable Morc efficient produt

RID LAWN OF MOSS
during these periods will-repay this special effo:l

P’]!gq_e - Lancaster I began the column in John C. Harper II, Penn
SNpress 1-.037 1956 as what I concewved to Siat tensi agronomist ; Je ¢
Tack Owen, Tditor ate extension — agronomist, 14 pECOGNIZE COMPLETE TESTS—This valuah®

ke a contribution to the un-
derstanding of agricullural
1ssues and problems

At no time have 1 altempt
ed to obtain personal gain
{from this column, nor have
I used 1t for personal publi-
cily

During my 73 years, 1

warns that moss on lawns 1s
u-ually due to low {ferlility,
poor drainage improper wa-
tering, too much shade, or a
combination of these factors.
Remove moss by hand or by
spraying with copper sulfate
App’y at ihe rate of five ozs.
of copper sulfate in four gal-

vice 1s avatlable to all land owners at a very ""“’f
charge Land on which any iype of late summer Ore
seeding 1s to be made should be tested for boti Jm
requirement and other soil elements Alfalfa and pa
ceedings should b2 made on'y after the complete %
requirement has been satisfied Land that it to b¢ :Ccc“
winter grain and then to alfalfa or clover nel

shouid be tes.ed and the lime applied and worked
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made soon and avoid-last-minute delays.
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