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FROM WHERE WE STAND .-

It’s Better To Be Safe

I'm a coward Lots of things give
me the creeps Things lhike taking a
chance of getting a hand cut off 1n or-
der to save the fifteen seconds 1t would
take to shut eoff the tractor engine for
instance. :

I'm a coward about such things as
climbing ladders with rotten rungs or
stairs with missing steps, and a fork
iying in the barn floor with the tines
pointing up at me just makes me shiv-
er.

I'm a coward, too, when it comes
to_kids riding on the tractor. I know
it is hard tn refuse the little ones when
they beg daddy to let them climb up
beside ine seat, bui I'm cowardly en-
ough to think dad ought to refuse.

The old wheeze, “It’'s better to be
safe than sorry,” might sound trite to
mest of s but to t*-~se families oray.
ing the loss of a little one under the
wueels of some plece of rarm machin-
ery, the old saying makes a lot of
sense,

By~ and large, the soil sonservaton-
1sts have done a marvelous job of sell-
ing the farmer on the idea that it is
good economy to use his resources
wisely. The same thing can be said for
the foresters, water conservationists,
hivestock.- conservation organizations,
wildlife conservationists and other na-
tural resource protectors. .

It is ironic that such a poor job has
been done in the conservation of our
most precious resource. The human re-
sources of this country are being wast-
ed 1n a way we would not allow some
of our naiural resources to be wasted.

Each year many thousands of farm
veople are killed or maimed for life in
accidents which easily could have been
avolded. All too often these accidents
occur because someone who knew bet-
ter tnook a chance on an unsafe practice
or allowed someone who did not know
petter 10 handle complicated machin-
ery.

Each year the coming of corn pick-
er season fills the safety experts with

dread, because they know the. statis-
tics wall show that all too many farm-
ers will gamble to save a minute and
lose a limhb, or perhaps a life.

There is an old story about the far-
mer who was kicked by a mule. When
the hospital attendant asked how the
accident happened, the farmer said, “It
wasn’t no accident. The critter meant
to do it.” The horse, once one of the
greatest hazards on the farm, has giv-
en way to other sources of injury
which have no intention of harming
anyone, but do just as effective a job
of mangling flesh as if the intent were
there. *

Agriculture 1s in a unigue position
in the industrial structure of this coun-
try. There are no safety engineers, in-
spectors, or experts to tell the farmer
he can not continue doing an unsafe
practice. Industry spends millions of
safety devices and programs to con-
serve their human resources, but the
farmer is his own free agent.

The safety department of a nearby
manufacturing plant places large signs
near every hazard. The signs have
only the word “Think!” written across
them. It might be a good thing if some
farms had the signs posted in several
spots around the buildings and mach-
inery. Most accidents are simply the
result of poor judgment or the lack of
thinking.

Think! There is no excuse for the
carnage taking place on_.the farms in
America. Only you can prevent acci-
dents.

At least that’s how it looks from
where we stand.

WYNNE, ARK., PROGRESS: “More
than 2000 people-are killed each year by
farm work accidents—more than in any
other major industry.

“More than 11,000 farm residents are
killed each year in all types of acci-
dents

“Farmers are getting scarcer all the
time.’ Let’s not waste them through ac-
cidents.”
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Wheat growers 1n 39 states
in which the bread gramn 1s
Zgrown for market vote this
week to continue a program
Jhat 1s, admittedly, a costly
tarlure

Congress and the Adminis-
tration, in their inability 1o
agree an a more sensible pro-
gram. left farmers httle al-
rarnative but to continue ad-
dmmg to a supply that has
reached 2% billion bushels.

Whest growers and farm
orgamzations asked Congress
aor a change in the law to
permit a substantial reduc-
uon 1n acreage in order to
pring production into bal-
ance with demand, but no
agreement was reached after
months of hearings and dis-
GUSs10NS.
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—In Washington

With Clinton Davidson

Wheat Referendum

havec completed the 1960 har-
vest we will have enough
wheat to meet all our needs,
other than exports, for the
nexl four years, even 1f an-
othar bushel were not grown
before 1964.

The Aliernatives

The vote is between con-
tinuing marketing quotas and
rejecting them for the 1961
crop. The final tally 1s ox-
pected {o show more than
90% of the growers 1n favor
of continwung quotas.

Only about one out of ev-
ery three growers are per-
mitted under the law to vote
in the referendum — those
who plant more than fifteen
acres 1n wheat.

A “yes” voie on quotas
will mean price supports at
not less than 75% of parity
(about $1.78 a bu) for grow-
ers who plant within their
acreage allotment for the ’61
harvest The law provides a
minimum national wheat al-
lotment of 55 muillion acres.

Any grower exceeding his
allotment will be subject to
a fine of about $1 10 a bushel
on his excess production and,
in addition, will be denied
price supports on all wheat
grown on the farm.

A “no” wvote would mean
no marketing qguotas or pen-
alties, but price supports at
50 percent o° parity (about
$1.20 a bu) for those who
continue {o plant within their
acreage alln‘ment.

Placing the Blame

You will hear lots of cam-

paign talk about who is to

blame for permittihg the
present wheat law to contin-
ue. The facts are:

President Eisenhower in
January asked Congress to
pass a wheat law which
would abolish acreage allot-
ments and lower support
prices to about $125 a bu.
He said, however, he wow'd
accept any ‘‘reasonable alter-
native ’

Congress was strongly op-
posed to lowering price sup-
ports and, in the end, was
unable to agree on an alter-
native that would-have kept
supports at 759, of parity,
reduced acreage allotments
by 20%, and make in-kind
payments equal to 50% of
the normal production on the
1dled wheal acres.

A bill to that effect was
passed by the Senate, but
was voted down in the
House. The President never
did say whether he would
have signed such a bill if it
had reached him Spokesmen
for wheat growers protested
that they already had reduc-
ed-acreage by 30% since ’52
and that another 20% reduc-
ilon would cut acreage to the
point where they couldn’t
get back production costs.

It will be too late when
Congress returns next month
after many growers have
planted their 1961 ecrop, to
do anythuig about the absurd
wheat program.

Rural Rhythms

SUMMER SAFETY

By Carol Dean Huber
Now is the time for boa ing
Now is the time for swim-

ming.
Country streams are cal'ing.
City pools are brimming.

Let’s all enjoy the summer
sports,

And answer Nature’s call

Obeying all the safety rules,

And be arcund for fall.

name.

Life’s Biiferest Gup

Did Hosea
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he had discovered that hi§ Gomer
was a woman without mercy? If Chr.st m {he 1
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Now Is The Time . ..

MAX SMIT

BY MAX SMITH .

-TO PRACTICE FARM AND HOME SATY
TY—Next week is National Farm Saft!
Weck-—a time when everyone should t!
time to inspect thewr farm and home?
their habits for safety’s sake The mpj
tant use o. farm machinery is one of h
main causes of farm accidents, take !

_to follow the manufacturer’s sa.cty @
gestions; also, do not allow small childré
to ride machinery.

TO MAKE THAT FARM POND SAFE

In hot weather the farm pond becom®

very popular place; it can also _be a hazard and bring

row to any
wooden ladd

family. Inflated inner-tubes, a raft, a 100%
er are all items that should be near the PO"

in case of emergency. No one should be permitied to W/
alone and a 1 persons kept out of the water when ove' i€
ed and for at least an hour after eating. These percautid
may save a life. )

TO KILL WEEDS UNDER ELECTRIC FENCE—Many 1*

stock and poultry producers have trouble with weeds 8
ing out their eleciric fence wares.
using weed killers directly under the wires that W

sho

Labor may be saved
11 tah

out both the weeds and grass. Further details available

TO KEEP T
will replant
In this way

Afier the first crop of peas, cabbage, beets, omons "
and others the ground may be re-worked and VC&C

HAT GARDEN BUSY—Successul gardc’j
a number of times during the growmg 5

“
limited space may be made more pxo(}UtC”"lc
e

bl

planted for fall production.

n
TO KEEP AFTER THOSE FLIES — Good moisturé Coe f,
tions for the average farm crops also presents gooC ”
ing conditions for flies and mosquitoes; flies breed fas B

-moist places
animal or vegetablc waste is found Recesidual
may be uced 1n barns or porches, or fly baity mn ¢
ings. The best place to-start is a good samtation P
in and around all buildings.

where table scraps, barnyard, manute 0!

fly spr®®

108"



