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FROM WHERE WE STAND -

Beauty Is Its Own Excuse For Being
Ralph Waldo Emerson, in his beau-

tiful poem “The Rhodora”, says, “If
eyes were made for seeing, then beau-
ty is its own excuse for being.”

We have been bludgeoned* so long
and so hard by the efficiency experts
and the pragmatists that we sometimes
tend to forget that a thing may have
some intrinsic value.even- though it
will never ‘make a buck’ for its owner.

The standard rule by which we
have been taught to measure is, “Will
it make more money for me or will it
do the same job with less work.”

We have no quarrel with efficiency.
We believe that mechanization of agri-
culture and the advent of modern la-
bor-saving devices on farms have lib-
erated the farmer from a life of servi-
tude to the soil.

We do believe, however; that an
object to be functional does not neces-
sarily need' to be ugly.

Our quarrel comes-with those peo-
ple who feel the need to sacrifice all
asthetic values for the sake of imagin-
ed efficiency.

Futhermore, we feel that the cause
of conservation, of.our. resources, both,
natural and human, is being sold
short in the name of efficiency by the
direct approach of some of the advo-
cates of the-trinr look-at* all costs.

We think--specifically of the farmer
who likes to be able to mow his pas-
ture completely. He chops down all
thef willow bushes along the streams
so that they will not interfere with the
operation. He can then mow the pas-
ture but in a few years he starts to
worry about the erosion of his stream
banks and the loss of fish in the
stream. The fish left when the shade
was gone and the temperature of the
water went up.

Another case in point is the farmer
who likes to see nice clean fence rows.
We do not object to clean fence rows,
but game conservationists will tell you.
that one of the quickest ways to des-
troy wildlife populations is to destroy
their avenues of travel and covered
lanes from one refuge to another.

One of the most obvious cases of
the clean look on many Lancaster Co.
farms is at the end of a field abutting

on a public road. Many farmers feel
that they- must plow right out to the
very edge of the road, sometimes plow-
ing up the berm, in order to avoid any
waste land.
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Conservationists know that soil
from such fields pollutes the streams
and rivers in addition to being a driv-
ing hazard on the highways onto
which it spills after every rain.

We carry the idea of the slick look
over intoi.the home too. We are so con-
scious of the cracks and crevices in
which germs might be hiding that
furniture is made so slick one has ta
be quite agile just to stay on top. of it.

We are not calling for a retreat
from progress. We would simply like
to suggest that'ip our mad rush to effi-
ciency we do pot.bury beauty in the
antisepticjdust.

Good Soldiers
I*»son- for February 38, 1960 <

MAYBE too much is said about
the peace and joyof the Chris-

tian life. Peace and joy there are)
to be sure; but heating about noth-
ing else may give interested per-
sona the notion that being'a Chris-
tian. is just like floating on your
back in a sunlit swimming pool,
half asleep. On
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LIVESTOCK
Livestock are animals that are bred

and raised in the country- to keep the
farmers broke and. .the buyer crazy
They. are born, in the spring, mortgage
ed in the summer, pasteurized in the
fall, and given away in the winter.
They vary in size, color, weight and
the man who guesses their nearest
weight .and market grade is called a
“livestock buyer” by the public, a rob-
ber by the farmer, a poor risk by the
banker, and a “bologna ~by
M'*s O’Brien. The price of livestock is
usually set at the Chicago stockyards
and invariably goes up after you have
sold and down when you hold. When
you have light ones, they want heavy
and when you have cattle you find
they want sheep, or vice versa If you
have steers they want bulls if you
have cows they want heifers. If you
have calves they say they are funning
a special on veaL When they are thin
the top price is for the fat and when
they are fat you are told that the tal-
low market is now shot to hell,’ Twenty
years ago I swore I’d quit the business
then and there but here we are with a
lot of critters depending on us to sell
them to someone.
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He compares it to a race (2 Tim
4:7), to a boxing: match (same
verse), to a wrestling match (Eph.
S:12), to a war (Eph. 6:10f), to a
battle with wild beasts (1 Cor.
15:32). He urges his young friend
Timothy, who was a bit of a
inother’s-boy, to take his share of
suffering like a good soldier of
Jesus.
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Wh*re the Fight Starts
If this world were the kind of

place that would give no trouble
at all to a real Christian, it would
not be the world that needed to be
“saved.” It is precisely because th«-”
world

_
does not welcome 100%

Christians that it did not welcome
Jesus; it Is definitely the hostility
of the world that brought Christ
here to endure the Cross.

Jesus did not go around picking
on. the world, and the Christian has
no business picking on it, either.
The way to be a good soldier of
Jesus is not, usually, to start firing
at will. There is enough fighting to
be done without picking fights.—lvanhoe (Min.) Times

, Consider the story of Paul’s ar-
rest at Jerusalem. It wasn’t exactly
arrest, it was being taken into pro-
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Former Justice of the Su-

preme Court of Florida, B.
K. Roberts, wrote us about
an impeachment trial “where
the defendant’s office, emo-
luments and personal reputa-
tion were at stake.”

“The testimony.” he wrote,
“was introduced over a peri-
od of weeks, and even when
a quorum was present many
of the members were read-
ing newspapers or were oth

,
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—ln Washington Now Is The Time ...With Clinton Davidson

BY MAX SMITH

Davidson When is a Judge?
m O CONSIDER heredity in
BREEDING—many animals are

Several months ago we
called attention to the fact
that members of government
agencies frequently sit as
judges in important cases
without observing judicial
procedures required .under
the Constitution.
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