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Included in “farm mews” criginating
drom the USDA this yecr, 15 word that
the farmeis’ share of America’s food dol-
lor shremk to 39 cemts in 1958. At the
same. time, the processors’ and disinbu-

« tors' shares increased. )

- These same .seleases make a major
point of the fact that .processing and. dis-
trihuting costs are rising, Tequirng a big-
ger share of the "dollar” for these indus-
tnes. These people, USDA reports, must
have ‘a reasendble profit, or go kroke —
just-like farmers.

« «Yessir, it-oves a farmer a nice werm

~ fealing to know the publicity of “his” gov- “ployees are likewise opposed to unity-- .

- emmental - representatrve is directed to
justifying profits for other folks in- the
food business, ‘while ignorng his -some-
what unpledsant predcament. Could itbe
that word hos not vet srettched Washing-
<ton “thott foimers’ costs dise are rising?

- - Or is-that 'Emponar'iﬁ

There is .a Scontining nd -growmg
clamor for farmer conirol of agriculture.
This 1s:all well and good, but “the- furst
logical question 1s — Who will lead in
. goining this conirol?

- The relatively, young, but remarkebly
mdfure and successful, Commodity Coun-
<l and its member groups have gained
considerable becking, but shll  lack -en-
ouch -actrve membesship to carry weight
~there needed. Namely, among farmers.

"“The ‘oldidne’ farm groups—Grange,
Farm Buretu- arid Farmers Union — are
still an there baitling. Only thing is, ther
mpst-effechive punches often are londed
on «each -other; although Gromge and
FPermers Union occasionally work togeth-
-er ;n Washington on  Iorm  ‘legislafion.
This “"big three” of farm pohtical groups
is seldom seen itogether, unless m regard
10 such progroms as the "Agricultural
Hall of Fame.”

In fact, 1 hasn’t been too many vears
since a Federal court in Utah -awarded
NFU $25,000 in bzl judgment from AFB,
oas ah abtermath of propagarida baitles n
the west. -

Also, FB now 15 dec:dedly cool toward

- commodity orgomzatons, staunchly sup-
pored by the Grange, ofter emrly clcoms
o commodity-by-commodity ap-
proach couldn't succeed wathout FB or-
ganization ond guidonce.

NFU has had relatively Ltle effect on
the presemt admuustraton’s fam pro-

—gram, despite the "fo.mahty” elechon of
NFU's president, James Pation to head
" the Integntmoncd Federal of Aguicultural
Producers (opposed by the smngle vote
of FB). They reaped publicity with the
Cattlemen’s March durng the southwest-
emn drought, ‘but newspaper chppings
make poor fodder, even mixed with mo-
lasses.

Dovidson

Time To Quit

Agriculture Secretary Ben ever expected to hear from Puhhshed every Saturday by :
son has told 'Cpx}gress he is a Secretary of Agricultpre.
ready to toss in the towel Benson #ld -Congress that

Grange 1s' shll hobbled by 1its “'19th
Century” secretorgamzation s'atus  in
many areas, with the _elaborate ceremaon-

jes repelling many prospeceive members;

although the middle-oftheroad Grange
proguam is leokad upon with - Afaver *by
meomy formers. . . -

The possibihty of - iarmer-cooperat.ve
is clouded by the arcumstances of .com-_
petiion ketween groups and indivduct
leadess. Humaon nature  being what 1t
{s, many leaders of mmor or sphnter
farm quoups are reluctont fo umte for

.

~

.

fear of losing power and position. -Em-

talk for fear of .losing their jobs aid se- -

curi€y. With so momy key figures plac<"

ing personal interests aheud of the-com-

mén goal, both coops and,pdlhéal -

groups are handicapped i the Jleader- -

ship role. - - e
Which leaves us with the onginal

question of leadership for Amer.can agri-
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federal "form “program,” it still . appedts .
the USDA must supply unifying ledder-
ship at.any time n the near future.-It 158~ _

the ‘only organization with adminisirat ve.
bodies 1 every rural county of ‘the US,,
providmg the framework for -unificahion.

Such an aill encompassing ofgomiza-

tion 1s an absolute necessity for uniting
U. S. famers. It must provide decisive
power, arbifration -systems and adminis-

~ttude tothe pris- "4

i -~ of  chfef.-prieste J8
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"We feel these divisions ‘“today, “with
Pemmsylvama  farmers compeling with
“cheap” mlk, eggs ond -meal;” while
plagued with the “hrgh” pnce of sup-
poried feedstuffs. At the same time, far-
mers nedar. mojor markets are pressured-
by need to expand margmal opemxions;

while remote farmlands ore idled by

acreagz allotments, the Soil Bonk or
sheer econonuc necessity.

Eve.y segment of the American econ-
omy recelves some governmental sub-
sides; ke they tanffs, fost tax wrte-offs,
miumum wage laws, pubhc roads, cost-
sharing cr cash. Agmculture 1s included.

Vrtually every segment of the Ameri-
com economy is organized for protection
m some mcmner, doctors, lawyers, mer-
chonts, indusinads, labor, truckers, ral-
roads, cwhnes, newspapers; the hst is
endless and includes all mayor industries
—except agrcultu e.

All of these groups vo.ce objection to
subsid-es for agnculiure, while demand-
ing more cad to themselves:+The fact re-
mams — Amenican agriculture as we
know 1t today, comnot survive uncuded,
unorganized and controlled from outside.

BUT — Who shall lead?
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Jesus’ trial before Rilate ds the ¢ tnoc0 ohiof P
supreme “exsmple .GF Such En.UP- oon of Good Fn
side-down trial. Xf..any one hall- they had in the iy
asked the governor that evening perhaps have said
how he thought story woyld rank  o..e thele. We mif
him and his young prisoner of that .y we were congl
morning, he would have smiledhiS  the advice that chf
grim Roman smile and perhabPs oimors sund. Tha
said, “Hmph! History will not -be  pova-poen at large {8
mterested But if mstory wants to *,t 124 not been fory
know, it's on the record. I had the - gyt is was murde
man executed. That settles if, mq, thege fact-finden ’
doesn't 1t ?” Pilate could not have Ay tney had was p
known 'that his own sgele elaim 0 {4y name-calling T
Tame would be the fact Lhat eVery _ the resyit: but notw
seven days, all over tHe world,’ in “we sa?“we,*are never
hundreds of languages, men and et
women would repeat the words al- 3
most like a curse ... “and in Jesus  (Based on outline: ¢
Christ lus only Son our Lord, Who gatiomnt” e ok Chrud
« - . suffered under Pontws Piate.” Christ in the U. § :

In the course of that wicked o o UniY ¥resssenig
farcea of a trial, Pilate ‘asked s
question which has more echoes

bt 3

Now Is The Time . . .

BY MEX SMITH £

TO USE LAMB AND PIG BRO
These brooders that furnish addivy
and dryness are very good, mam
have been saved througih their usg
& is bad for any new-born creature
. is one way to get thém started m
way. Should be a good investment®
worked for others. :

oy
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TO SERAY FOR WILD GARLI '
men should be on the alert for th
. of- wild garlic; in some years the
Max Smith  poreh has been the time to staitd

and give up. the battle to 1f 1t will give him a free 3 1Q7I"-a *dditional entrv at Mo nt weed control with the ester form of 2, 4-D Ths§

support farm prices and con hand he will start slashing Jo¥:
price suppor's to the point

.

trol production.

“You must admit,” he told where production will move . rem}
the Senate Agriculture Com- into use ratherthan into sto- “tm .| Pa Newspaper'Pubish-
mittee, “that our’dttempts to rdge,’ the cost of which is (i} agsociatipn N2Uonal Eii

control production have fail- almost a billion doilars a

ed” year
“Why", h. asked, “contin-  ngn uce

ue a program that 1s bank- gon says, are the cause of
rupt? i . excessive production. Lower
He says farm products this prices, he argues, would cau-
year will cost taxpayers al- ge some farmers ic quit far-
most $7 5 billion and that all ming and others to Teduce
the couniry has to show for peur production Food prices
that 1s “artificially high” pri {50, would go down.
¢ ces and $9 blihon_ worth of Congressmen who are op-
excess farm CrOps In govern- posing his proposals argue ©f that of the average factory practices help reduce the weather risk
ment s‘orage. ‘hat their adoption would -
The way to correct the sit- bankrupt at least a million
uation he contends, is tn let farm fami'’es and drive them
farm prices seek thelr law of penniless into cities wheré
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supports, Ben-

third.

supply and demand level. It a'ready there are almost 5 in T940.

doesn’t make sense, he says, million unemployed.
to pay farmers {o produce A Difference ~f Opinion - res to show that only a frae-

worker, and that the average
vity worker can buy 50%
more food now with pay for~
an NH~r-s work than he could

for the government Not everyone, and that tior of the $7.5 billion m

XKill or Cure probably includes a major-

It is bitter medicine that ity of Congress, agrees with
Benson 1s prescribing for Secretary Benson. They po-
farmers It is the kind of int out that in the past six

‘blunt talk that few farmers years prices received by far- (Turn to page 11)

s,

much easier to kill while young and before pasturf
gel started.

TO GET READY—MAKE QUALITY HAY—SP

S St came fast one of these ‘times and you will be VO

mers have declined an aver- Do you have the proper equipment to make i0?§
age of 20% and that' farm in- :
come had declined by one-

hay this year? One of the hay conditioners (cI'¥
crimper) wiil surely.reduce the drying time in iht

. These: .who disagree with the mow hay finisher either with or without heat ¥

him. cite . USDA figures to .. intai i We !
show that the average of cure your hay and maintain feeding gqualty.

farm income js less than half

anything about the weather at hay-making timc b

]
i

TO STOI; SOIL EROSION—Spring-time is one]
good times to establish either straight strips or

i. They also use USDA figu- strips on your farm; if you are still farming up a

the grade, you might consider the strips and oné

“farm program costs” .actu- improveyour farm as well as your farm income

ally is received by farmers. vention of soil and water losses from your farm 5]
A third of that cost goes for
export of food and fibers to

ant; don’t think that it is not happening to you
difficult to recognize on some Tarms.
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