Phenomenal Rise in Farm Income Takes
Some Vemom from Farm Progam Attack

THE STEADY 1ise in the average of farm
prices m recent months to the highest
level 1n almost five years i1s giving agricul-
ture secretary Ezra Benson a defense that
neither he nor his attackers had counted
on

The price increase of seven per cent
since December and 11 per cent over a
vear ago won’t, however, stop the debate
over whethet the present farm program
should or should not be continued Only a
iew think it should be.

President Eisenhower says he hasn’t
changed his opinion that new faim legisla-
tion is needed Most congressmen disagree
with him only as to what changes should be
made The odds are that no changes will
he made this year.

The farm battle throuhgout the re-
mainder of this year, including the elec-
tion campaigning, will be a war of words
more than action A continued rise in farm
prices could. however, take the edge off
farm programs as a polifical 1ssue

The chances of adopting sound farm
legislation have been lessened by the pro-
paganda war that would do the Russians
credit for half-truths and outright misrep-
resentation of the facts The result has
been to whip up anti-farmer resentments
anong consumers

It's mteresting to follow a dollar spent
bv a cty housewife for food or clothing
Sixty cents are taken out for “services’” be-
fore the remaining 40 cents reaches the
producer )

Out of this must come 31 cents for
hired labor equipment, gasoline, fertihzer,
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interest on debt, taxes and other operating
costs He has only 9 cents left for his labor,
out of which he must pay family living
costs His average wage 1s less than 50
cents an hour.

Consumers are told they pay for their
food twice—once in higher prices and
again” when they pay their taxes Any
housewife will tell you that food costs a lot
of money and that prices have been going
up and up.

The other fact is that the average wage
earner in 1957 could buy more and better
food with a smaller percentage of his in-
come than at any time m more than 40
years From 1947 to 1957 tactery wages
increased 67 per cent, but food costs rose
only 31 per cent.

Prices paid farmers for raw products
have gone down by an average of 20 per
cent in the past 10 years All, and more, of
the increased food costs are the result of
higher processing and distribution costs

In 1948 the farm price of wheat was
$2 81 a bushel and the average price for a
pound load of bread was 13 8 cents Last
year the average price of wheat was $2 05
a bushel and the average price of a loaf of
bread was 19 cents Wheat went down by
27 per cent and the price of bread went up
29 per cent

In 1952 the government supported
milk at 90 per cent of parity and the aver-
age price of milk was 22 8 cents a quart
In 1947 the government supported milk at
83 per cent of parity and the retail price of
milk averaged 24 3 cents a quart
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75 Years Ago

A news dispatch to the Phil
adelplhia Times fiom the Reading
section repoited that Mis Eliza
beth Stewart the wife of a well
1o do farmel was ariesied on the
charge of cruelty to Rosa Strause
who was employed 1n the
home

The gnl claimed she was made
to work 1n the hav fields doing
a mans joh and never 1ccenved a
tull meht s 1est being compelled
to 11s¢ at 1 a m o begin her
~raVish work

She <tated that one morining
she was told to 1emove some dead
crichens gut of the garden and 1in
doing 1t was obhiged lo (1oss a
toct btidge and fell 1n the watet
When she 1etutned to the house
11 wds alleged that Mis Stewent
beat the gitl i a terrible manner

The authorities who 1mvestigat
¢d found the gnl with her legs
and feet swathed 1n dnty clothes
Sne had latee sores on her feet
with thoins and splinters feste:-
.ng 1n the flesh of her anhles and
Chves

AMis Stewart was sich when ar
sested
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CONGRESS REDUCLD
POSTAGE RATL

A\ bl to reduce Ietter postade
"tom thicc to tuo cents was pdss
¢ by hoth housc~ ol Congress
The  Postoflice Department an
rounced the new law would go
nto clfect Oct 11883

The old thiec cont stamp was
to be abolishcd The new two
Cont stdinp contamcad o tablet up
on which was a profilc of Wash
1 Ston Surrounding the profile
was an oval hand with the words
*United States Postage  at the
top Dencath the band was a large
2 and at the extieme bhottom
vhe words Tuwo Conts

Back 1n 1883 mote than 9000
commarcal tddegraph  operators
1 200 aties of the United States
and  Canada  struck for higher
vages and shotter hours

50 Years Ago

Tornadoes swept sections of
Tcuwsiana, Mississippr and  Ala-
hama April 24, 1908, leaving a
trall of dead and injured among
a mass of ruins The number kill-
ed was placed at about 350 and
the number of painfully or sert
ously mjured at 1,200, with sev-
cral thousands left homeless

Most of the dead were Negioes
Their number was not known be-
cause many wete bulled without
coreful 1ecords made

In many towns whole blocks of
litlle homes and cabins lay spiead
ovel the ground Under this mass
ol wreckage hundieds died

Fied Chaser a faimer 1esiding
ot Spring Road and Chestnut
Avenue Vineland N J, hit upon
a novel 1dea of buiying the eggs
i the sand of his sweetl potato
hotbed when his mcubator broke
down The result had proved most
gratifying, for the eggs hatched
and the chichs were as hively and

stiong as those hatched by g
mother hen
> >

Filty yeats ago this weeh wom-
(n weating  Meiry ‘Widow” o1
cartwhecl hats were 1equested to
leave then headgear at the door
11 they attended the opening sery
1ces of the Mens Chuich 1in At-

lantic City  was announced by the
pastor  the Rev  Svdney Good-
man

Women will be welcome to

these <ervices hut thev will not
be pernntted to interfer with the
comfort of the masculine wor-
<hipers  said the associate 1ec-
tol

Men werce permitted to smoke
ol Temove then coats if they de-
5'1((‘

In Lancaster County the larg
est plantation of tobacco 1 1908
Wwas planned on the J Donald
Cameron  farms nedr Maretta
vhaco 90 acres were prepared for
the leal Cameron had 88 acies
ptanted i 1907 with a vield of
117 834 pounds which he sold at
Se 20 per hundiedwerght

25 Years Ago

Most public schools 1n Pennsyl
vanig had been ablc to keep then

-
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door open for mimmum term
reuired by law. only through spe-
12y state ard trom the $1,250 000
cemergency fund provided by the
Legislature 1n 1931, according to
Dr James N Rule, Supeiintend-
cnt of Public Instiuction

I} special aid had not heen
given to North Union Township
school distiict 1n Fayette County,
it¢ schools would have been clos-
ed With an allocation from the
State Council of Education, and
1enewed  eftoits to colleet out
standing tases this third class
dsstrict was able to continue its
schools tor the mine month teim
ITundieds of other districts were
atded by the Counal, and all
Commonwealth schools weie ex-
pected to complete their nung
mum terms i1equired by law

Dr Rule wained that a much
larger emergency fund for use
of linanaally distressed schools
distr1cts would be needed for the
1633 35 teims

Of all the emeigency legisla
tion sponsored by Pres F D
Roosevelt 1t apepars that the new
faim 1elief Ml had caused the
sieatest misgivings as to its ulls
mate results Piresident Roose
velt remnded the erities that the
measure was only an eaperiment

Twenty five vears ago this week
the state forest tree nurseries
were 1n the midst of their spring
shipments of forest tree secdlings
Mote than seven million youn<
trees were being shipped to 1
doaduals 1in every county in Penn
s hvania

Nine of the 56 children attend
mg the Martus School, Lapeer,
Mich  wetre sons and daughteis
of John Swoishe a member of the
school board

Arthur Boorf who had served
out a fine for obtaining mones
ur der false pretenses, walked out
of jJail at Mansfield, Ohio, to
learn he had inherited $6.000 and
a garage at Fory Wayne Indianag
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International Unilorm
Sunday Schoo! Lessons

Bible Material: Exodus 11:1--15 18
Devotional Reading: Psalm 105 23-41,

God Sets Men Free

Lesson for April 27, 1958

HE thought of God should be

the happlest thought in the
world, but often 1t isn't On busi-
ness contracts the words “Act of
God” always mean “catastrophe,”
something dire and dreadful, Just
mention God, in a serious way,
at some party or in private con-
versa&lon, and
people will stop
smiling and look
at you 1n a sus-
picious, almost
resentful way. It
is plain that
some people
don’'t like to
think about God
They think of
Him as the Eye
In the Sky, sleeplessly watching.
They think of Him as a Cosmuic
Calculator, forever at work add-
‘Ing up the good deeds and the
misdeeds of all human beings,
waiting for a shp, a big mistake,
a sudden sm, to give Him the
excuse to pounce They think of
Him as the Judge, all-knowmng,
un-forgetting, to whom and from
whom there 1s no appeal.

God the Deliversr

When people think of God in
such ways, 1eligion becomes a
very unhappy and even wretched
foim of slow self-tortwie It 18 like
hiving in a prison o1 a concentia-
tion camp, under thé guaid's con-
stantly watching eye Now this 1s
the very opposite of Bible 1eligion
The keynote of the Bible fiom
beginning to end 1s Salvation,
which means Deliverance, which
means to be set fiee God 1s not
a God who enjoys getting people
mto trouble, he takes delight n
getting them out of it The root
of a man’s feeling toward God
should not be fear, but loving
gratitude.

God and the Ten Commandments
Look at this fiom anothe: angle
again How do people react to the
Law of God, especially as we find
His will m the Ten Command-
ments? Some people, not Chiis-

Dr. ¥Foreman

laws as they may about Gerta
Ntate or national laws; they com.
ply, but with a sour face and
slow hearf. Bometimes they spelf
it outt ‘I don't like this law, buy
its the law and I'm oblged to
garry it out. I have no choice.'
God’'s law, like man's, seem (to
some people) like 0 many prison
bars. But His laws are laws of
freedom, not restraint, because he
iz the freedom-loving God. It is
written Into the Preface of the
Ten Commandments: *“I (the Givep
of these laws) am the Lord thy
God, that brought thee up ., , out
of the house of bondage.”
A Movie's Mistake

The well-advertised and much-
seen picture, “The Ten Command-
ments,” devotes only ten minute
of its nearly four hours to the Ten!
Commandments. Most of the story
is conceined (the narrator says)
with the story of freedom aganst
tyranny, of free men under God
as against the slavery of life under
& dictator. That is quite right
about the Exodus of the Hebrew
people from Egypt. It was the
birth of a frees people. By inten-
tion, the picture hit the nail on the
head. But the picture itself didn't
hit that nail at all. Freedom, in
the picture, is just getting away,
breaking loose, drowning your ene-
mies and leaving y our masters
behmnd. But the Bible’s idea of
freedom is always attached to a
question: What will you go with it?
Freedom-from 1s not enough There
has to be freedom-for. The gen-
eration that left Egypt were not
eondemne® to long wanderings, as
the picture suggested, for that riot-
ous night at Sinal They were made
to di€ in the wilderness because at
a oritical moment they refused to
fight for the land of promise. (Sea
Numbers 13, 14.)
Bod’s Free Men

God sets men free today—he has
always done 1t—in a more pio-
found sense than changing their
status from slaves to citizens. God
sets men fiee in their souls. He
creates a free heart as well as a
clean one, God’s men are not or-
dinary men cariying an extra load
of Must's and Musn't’s. God’'s peo-
ple are set free from the ‘law of
sin and death;’” not free to do as
they please, but free to serve God
and man God's free men discover
that freedom under God does not
mean freedom from responsibihity
to God Quite the contrary. No man
can stand in the liberty of faith
and at the same time reject his
responsibility to the God in whom
he says he believes., Freedom as
a child sees 1t means having ev-
erything his own way. Freedom for
the mature means seeking always
God’'s way

-(Based on outlines copyrighted by the
Division of Christian Education, Na-
tional Counctl of the Churches of Christ

‘

tians of couse,

inthe U S A Released by Community
Press Service.)

think of these

Now Is The Time . ..

By MAX SMITH . .

County Agricultural Agent

Max Smith

TO PLOW DOWN CORN STALKS — The m-
festation of European Corn Borer seems to be
on the inciease i the county in recent years,
one of the most practical means of reducing the
rtouble 13 to get the coin stalks erther plowed
down or destioyed by May 1, this pievents-the
corn trash from last year setving as a breeding
place tor a new ciop of boreis Local growers are
urged te follow this practice now

TO BE CAREFUL WITH 24D WEED SPRAYS
— The continued use of the ester form of 24D
from now on 15 dangerous and should be dis con-
tinued on most farm crops The danger of drift
of the spray and fumes onto easily damaged
plants 15 100 *gieal to take a chance Legumes,

tomato plants, shrubbery, and soon tohbacco plants will be too
numerous for the ester form to be used safelv Use the amine forms
or the low volattle ester forms for hest 1esults

TO FERTILIZE

FARM PONDS — The 1ecgulat fertilizing “of farm

ponds 15 recommended from now untl Jate Sceptember, complete
fertilizers such as 10105 or R84 at the 1ate o1 250 pounds per year

per halt acre ol

watlet 1s recommended, this fettilizer should be

put on the half ace pond at no more than 80 pounds at a time and
broadcast over the water This opplication may be 1epeated at two
to three week intervals untii the desied greenish cast water 1s ab-
tamned Léss trouble from pond scum and weeds will he beneficiel
Irom this practice

TO USE CAUTION WITH FERTILIZERS — In nearly all cases it
15 @ poo1 practice to allow seed and tertilizer to come 1n contact with
cach other when planted, the germination will be killed or stunted
Im most cases The ferttlizer should either be plowed down, drilled
on top and worhed nto the soil, or side dressed at planting tune

Fertilizer 15 espe
with nitrogen fining hacteria culture

aally damaging to seeds that have been noculated
hMintures of soybeans and sor-

ghum. or soybeans and sudan giass are often damaged by having a
complete fertihzer didled with them The nittogen and the potash

phases of the

complete fertihizers qre

most damaging to the seeds

«nd lo the young spiouts Scpatate diilling of the fertilicer prior to
seeding 1s recommended



