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OUT QUESTION, OUR FIRST INSPIRATION WAS POLITICAL. AROUSED BY FEMINIST 
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THE STUDY OF HISTORY IN THE UNITED STATES. "HISTORY" HAD TRADITIONALLY 
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THE LEADERS, PRIMARILY MEN, WHO INFLUENCED THEM. BUT BY THE 1970S "THE 
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A BROADER SPECTRUM OF AMERICAN LIFE, INCLUDING SUCH TOPICS AS THE HIS- 

TORY OF URBAN LIFE, PUBLIC HEALTH, ETHNICITY, THE MEDIA, AND POVERTY. 

ONLY A MARGINAL INFLUENCE ON POLITICS, THE NEW HISTORY, WITH ITS EMPHA- 
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SENTING WOMEN'S HISTORY. IT HAS COVERED SUCH SUBJECTS AS THE HISTORY OF 
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THEIR DEFINITION OF HISTORY NEEDED TO EXPAND AS WELL—IT FOCUSED PRI- 
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AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC SPECTRUM OF WOMEN. 

WOMENS = STORY MONTH 

THE PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF WOMEN’S HISTORY IN THIS COUNTRY BEGAN IN 
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WEEK INCLUDING MARCH 8, INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY, WAS SELECTED. IN 
1981, SEN. ORRIN HATCH (R-UTAH) AND REP. BARBARA MIKULSKI (D-MD.) CO- 
SPONSORED A JOINT CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING A NATIONAL 
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MONTH, AND MARCH WAS DECLARED WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH. 
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