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oA Campaigning
Smoke before Fire?

By Mike Bruder and Gerry Dungan
mab522@psu.edu & gmdl38Epsu.edu

Tre future of the SR is likely to ke decided drdrg
an intense electoral ddaate keing held today . The deate
will ke held dmring camm hor an the patio of the
Camons building. Electronic wvoting will camence
imediately following the event.

After a wesk of comcentrated campaigning by the
incunkent Blue and White party ad the revived ggoosi -
tim of the Lim's Rarty, the ddaate is likely to sway urke-—
ciced voers. Tre dBate is to e facilitated by rewly
aoointed Associate Director of Stdet Af fairs Grds
Cola. Dekate questians have been pre-detarmined by the
Of fice of Student Life (OAL) ard will rawein udisclosed
il the dellaxe.

"Student lesders are goecial peple, ! Gola said, "they
soad a lot of time givirg wpo their tine. !

Both perties covered the campus last wesk with
rochres, posters, ad evatts in ef forts to estadlish aed -
ibility amyg potential voters. Both parties were qoti-
mistic aoout shering their vision of new leedership.

Incunbent Blue and White party presidential candi -
date Crystal Bownll said, "We figured we'd heve fin
while we nn. '

Blue ad White party cardicates relied heavily an the
distrilution of over 200 Party Panchlets ard by persaal -
1y epging voters to comunicate the perties agach.

In antxest, ggoosition Lim's Rarty Presidential
hooeful Paul Hiych and his Vice Presidential nominee
Devin Zuczek led an aggressive canpaion. Hurych cur-
rently holds the post as Vice Presidant of the IST club ard
Zuczek 1s a arrent SFA o ficer and IST club events coar -
diratar . The two utilized their arrent positians to hest a
series of events an canpus throghout the past wesk. The
Licn's Party collaoorated with the IST club to host poou-
lar events such as a IAN party, Dance Dance Revolution,
ad W ednesday’ s 1live music on the Conmon’ s Batio.

Hmych addressed the crowds at each event in an
e fort to infom wvoters thet the Lias party is in the rae
ard lacking for victory . "We went to show that we are able
to coordirate events that meke canous 1ife nore exciting'
said Hirych "that's arr goal, inproving cagous life.!

According to Zuczek, the Lion's Party also distribated
over 600 panphlets ard aostructed a web site to inform
voters an their platfom ad plars for inproving life at
DELCO. -

Sore feel the aggressive canpaign strategy of the
Lim's Party not anly overshedons the ef farts of the Bhie
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ad White Party, buat fesl the imonbets are ot een
meking an attampt.

Of his gopoments ef forts, Zxczek said "I an surordsed
that T heven't seen as mxch as I expected. T was exoecting
to see carpaioning canparable to aars. "

Bowhall is current S Vice Presidant ad is amfi -
cent in her perty's capaign, thouh she adhits it got of £
to a late start. Se said "I prdably could have been doirg
more, I'1l adunit that." Bowall considered nery ways of
oetting her party's messace to axstituents kit ultimetely
Cecided the best form of cammnication would be goeak-
g to sudats directly. The party axsidered utilizing
anline camnities thet are pogodlar amrg students as a
method of sharing informmation about their goals but even-—
tally struck the idea down. "I didh't want to use Faodook
cause T dich't want to ke overbearing” said Boaall.

Bowall's anfidence is uderstandeble as ghe hes
alreedy taken part in two mrevious electians both with the
same cutcare; victory. Bhe ad White Vice Presidatial
candicate Seen Nidwols, arrent Stdat Af fairs Geir of
SGA feels there have been 1o dhortoanings in the can-
peion ef farts of eitter party. '"We are both canpaigning
very well, kesices, it's all for the baefit of the stdats.”
Nidols fesls anfident that in the ed the stdents will
droose the ridht cardicate.

Despite the optimism surrounding each canp, both
rarties are begiming to feel the matural axdeties thet
care with ary election. Both partys also acknowlede the
Inportance of the ddate ad feel it could ke the pivotal
point of the election. Both the Blue ad White Party and
the Lim's Party lock to the dates as the ultinate agoor -
tnity to show voters wat they are of fering to the aan-
mmnity.

Bowhall credits current SGA President Stacie Mam
for mxch of the Blue ad White Party's electicn platfam.
e said 'A lot of ar integrity caes fran ar arret
adninistration. Stacie did a great jdb." Mam refused to
pdalicly extree ay of the cardidates. "I dn't fesl thet
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the SGA shauld edorse any party." Said Mam.

Hmrych and zuczek feel the amrrent adninistration
leaves much to ke desired. Devin irvokes the Delco slo-
gan "A comunity of pegple leaming" ard says "Pecple
are leaming, kut the SA hes failed to huild a camuni -
-

The Blue and Wiite Party feels that they have per-
formed well over the pest year ad plen to cotine am
that path. "We are lodking at aur stragths ad we're reedy
to ghow of £ wat we have to of far ! After reviewirg the
qposing perty's platfam she feels thet the ddaate will ke
an gportinity to discuss the dif faraes in eech party's
Cecqech

The Lin's Party acknowledoes those dif ferares as a
dence to of fer a new view on the S3A role. Hiych said
' We are loking to leave a legecy of a new student gov-—
enment, ae that is stable." He fesls the Bhue ad White
rarty have hed the past year to show what the can do ad
have gae rowere. He said "In the pest year, DeElo's
Costitution and stdent govenment hes been restric -
tured two times. "

Hmych feels as a presidential hopeful it is dmportent
far his party to eanine wat gals the arrent adninis -
tration hes realized drding its tawre. He said "If they want
to axtinee that kird of leedership, T thirk it's a good ids
to know and uderstand what has and hasn't been acoom-
gﬂjfiEtL Tre Lim's party hes reviened the castitution
revisians as well as the restructuring of SR electias, te
budoet ad spending reports, ad the raroval of nire cab-
iret sets.

Bowall does mot see the gooosition party's review of
the et and spading as necessary. e said "I dn't
understand how theyyean use that against me. ! The Blue
aﬁmmparty@rﬁdatsfeel&edekatemmfa\@r
adly for their tidet. "A few of ar dif ferares will ke in
arx beefit. If you oo to the daate, yau'll clearly see those
df feraes hit also similarities ad that will meke it hard -
er to decice. "

How To vote:

Log onto any camous caputer this week and fol —
low the have pece directians or visit Studat Life




