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EDITORIAL 

Beware of Financial Aid Hassles 
by Jennifer Darr 

  

When I first heard of financial aid for college, I thought to myself, “Wow, these 
nice people will lend me just enough money to pay for tuition. I'll go to school, get a 
great job, pay my loans off, and live a happy life!”’ However, I was quite wrong. 

I've only been in school a short while, and due to financial aid I've been given an 
enormous number of problems. My question is: Why can’t organizations such as 
PELL and PHEAA just lend me the money for tuition hassle-free? Why must they 
constantly hound me with random verification pulls and contradicting letters? 

Last semester, I was pulled for verification regarding my state grant form. I had 
to supply to PHEAA copies of my tax returns from years past and also copies of my 
mother’s tax returns from years past. All in all, it took a few months to get that 
mess straightened out, during which time I worried endlessly about getting enough 
money to pay for the semester that was nearly ending. 

Contradicting letters concerning financial aid are a regular item in my mailbox. I 
received a letter in June telling me that I was ineligible for a loan. A few weeks later, 
I received a promissory note. A promissory note is the form that a student signs 
which tells the lender to disburse the loan to the school. I was thoroughly confused. 

The only sanity I have found during my Financial Aid War is with Sylvia Schaef- 
fer, Assistant to the Director of Student Programs and Services/Financial Aid and 
Veterans’ Affairs (in other words, ‘‘the financial aid lady’’). Whatever problem I am 
faced with, I bring it to her, and she says to me, ‘Don’t worry, Jennifer, we’ll handle 
it.”” And she tries her hardest to do whatever she can to straighten things out. But, 
when I call PELL, PHEAA, or University Park for assistance, I get treated like a 
number. I can understand that they have quite a few students calling to straighten 
out problems, but sometimes they can get so mean and that just makes things 
worse. 

I'm sure that I am not the only financial aid recipient that has been put through 
this mess, and I'm sure I won’t be the last. The point I am trying to make is that 
every student who expects to receive financial aid should be prepared for a bumpy 
ride because there are no easy alternatives to financial aid. Speaking from ex- 
perience, the only advice I have to offer is to try to keep a clear head, don’t let 
yourself get too stressed out, and make sure you fill out all your forms correctly! 

  Recycling 
Comes To 
PSU Delco 
Thanks to Student Recycling Coordin- 

ator Kathy Haggerty, along with Busi- 
ness Director Diane Jankowski and 
Head Custodian Lew Fisher, RECYCL- 

ING is coming to Penn State Delco! 
Now that recycling has become a 

priority for well-educated and caring in- 
habitants of the planet earth, it will 
become a fact of life here and at other 
PSU campuses. Main campus has had 
an ever-expanding program in L place for 
the past year. 

First to be recycled on our campus will 
be ‘“white’’ paper, corrugated cardboard, 
and aluminum cans. 

Look for special containers attached 
to the sides of trash receptacles in 
classrooms, offices, and lounges which 
will be for white office/school paper. Cor- 
rugated cardboard can be placed in 
xerox boxes near trash receptacles for 
special handling by the custodians. 
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THE 
FRONT 
DESK 

by Ed Tomezsko 
Campus Executive Officer 

  

    
Welcome to Penn State to some and welcome back to others. As noted in this 

column before, life in a university is a series of beginnings and endings. My per- 
sonal favorites are beginnings. 

Over the past several weeks, I have seen faculty and students returning to cam- 
pus to begin the new year. 

In the grand scheme of things, this reassures me that the cycle goes on. Faculty 
and students are like old friends — nice to be around. The interaction of faculty 
and students is what makes Penn State great and an exciting place to be. 

Today, May 1991 seems a long time away. Trust me, May 1991 will be soon 
behind you and you will be surprised at how fast it happens. But a lot will happen 
between now and then. 

Here's the point. Fortunately or unfortunately — you can choose the correct 
word — what happens will be because of you. You have the talent because Penn 
State chose you, and you are here because you chose (sorry, Temple) Penn State. 
Between the two of us and the other two thousand Penn Staters at Delaware 
County we're going to have a good year! 
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    Larger recycling containers will be 
located on each floor of all buildings near 
the regular large trash receptacles for 
the disposal of aluminum cans. 

All other trash should continue to be 
put into the regular receptacles. 
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‘Will these students remember to recycle their soda cans? Remember, the campus 
tieeds YOUR help to make recycling work. 

Photo by: JOHN PALKA 

  -Quectric Factory Conceats 

VAN MORRISON 
August 29 - 8pm 

Spectrum 
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“In a word awesome...(Van Morrison) can pack more soul x : i 

and emotion into one word than most singers can deliver 
in an evening. Miss him at your own risk.” 

USA Today 

“A copy of nothing, an influence on many.” 
San Francisco Chronicle § 

“Van Morrison stands outside rock & roll—he transcends  .. 

it. Morrison's performance last night was shockingly 4 fe 3 
good.” J 

Philadelphia Inquirer 

“He is a unique artist who remains still writing and singing 
and a standard few can match.” 

New York City Tribune 

“Van Morrison always warms the senses with his tensile 
strength and purity... There are times when | wish every- 
one in the world would listen to and mellow out with Van 
Morrison.” 

Daily News 

“More than any other popular music artist, Morrison has 
the power to make you stop, disengage from the killing 
pace of life and consider for a moment the overlooked 
world-a fallen leaf, a well traveled road, a simple 
sentiment-without being mawkish about it.” 

Stereo Review 

“In a peerless musical display, Van Morrison unassum- 
ingly came forth with what was probably the best rock 
concert | have ever attended.” 

Washington Post 

“In the often superficial realm of popular music—where 
the word artist takes a constant beating-Van Morrison 
is the real thing....A musical giant.” 

Rolling Stone Magazine       1231 Vine Street Philadelphia, PA 19107 « (215) 569-9400 For more Information contact Jull Vitello or Jim Sutcliffe 

  

  
  

   


