CHOICE '6° (cont.)

The sccess or failnre of this election
=711 depend on the response of all students
and ~nmly an interested and aware student re-
sponse will ma%e it the svccess that it shonld
he- .

ng

SUNDAY THE 7th. . . UNFORTUNATE

The past Sunday, I called agn SGA meeting.
Towever, at the time the meeting was called, I
was unaware of the services to be held for the
late Dr. Martin ILmther King. Consequently, I
centered my Sunday in honor of Mr. King, negating
the planned SGA meeting.

Recanuse of my hurried scheduvle on Sunday,

I was unable to contact all of my SGA members.
In fact, peculier as it may seem, the sophomores
were the only ones notified of the cancellation.

I write this article to apologize to the
freshtmen who too their time to come out., Under
the vrevailing circumstances, I don't regret
nmy decision to sttend the services, and would
do it s=gin if need he.

My apolosies go to the unnotified freshmen
who, 'naware thet the ahsence of the officers.
nullifies a meetinz, printed the SGA minutes
~hich appear in this issue,

My thanks zo the the freshmen for their
concern, and to the Nittany Cub Staff who re-
1linouished the space so that T corld clarify
this matter in the same issue in which the
minutes appear.

Ronald Batchelor
SGA President

THE ACADEMY STORY

As Art Buchwsld sesrches for a new
crystal rall, and Rat Brown sips champagne
menv people hrace themselves for what the
sociolosists have predicted as the "lonn,
hot. summer" of racial strife. The
recent ortrreak of violence at Academy sug-
zosts theat the serionsness of tre protlem
exists here in Erie, as well a8s in orr
Tarcer sister cities. Reportedly, the prohlem
steme Trom 2 disciplinary sction taken hy -
teachers, There sre conflictinm stories as
to the initial Tlame of the incident. Some
careong cagent that Mr., Setesvacge wes in the
rones ond others Ylamed the stndents.

Pae’ trac’ine a it 1o Sentem er: a
s omsatifactory military
service racord and ohn has Yeen translTerred
from forr dilfferent ceronle in the past five
vears n2d eomn inatoted st Academy. This
a1t marant T rartloman® atated more than
et he three thin~s he ated the most
and

Teacrer ~ e Nan

~nee
= ot the world were Nesros, his wife,
“iyle -« in that order.

Trrine the conrse of the schonl vear,
reneotad hrot Te vith not. only Wer~ros ut
alan =ite sbrdents Setenvage'ls classes
rere ronorted to the administration. Appar-
entlr 1i4tle to enrt the tensions steming
from ™72 man was done at that time.

Finally, one student in particular,
&n nfortvnaste Nesro. XKenneth Hardin, conld
A eotry, T echme

v My,

At et e M, Onlanvacets ey

obstinate in class until the afternoon of
April Lth when, after some uncalled for
harassment in class, he decided to see

Mr. Di Nardc.( the Ass't. Principal ).

Without permission he advanced towards the
door of the classroom. Mr. Setcavage refused
to gllow him to leave. As disciplinary action
Mr. Setcavage wacked Kenny with a yard stick
while Ken was returning to his seat.

The events that followed are rather
vague. Xen began to struggle with Mr., Setcavage
and some repressed frustration on Ken's part
led to & lez injury to Mr, Setcavage.- When the
school administration became aware of the
violence in that classroom, Ken was told to
leave school and not to come back. He was not
given a chance to explain. The next day a
petition ( which has since been lost ) was
presented to Mr, Ferrare ( the principal )
requesting a meeting during the 1lst lunch period
to talk over the trouble with Mr. Setceavage, and
the reinstatement of Ken until the problem couvld
be viewed objectively. When the petition ( sisned
by both Nesroes and whites) was refused. The
students began to react violently. Someone
trigeered a fire alarm and the students in the
cafeteria hegan to throw anythins they could see.
There was no racial conflict between the students.
There was merely a revolt ascainst the »mfa’r
practices of some teachers.

No one was hurt in the cafeteria 'mntil
panic spread and some people were accidentally
cut or trampled. The situation was reported
unfairly by the city news media.

It was learned thet there were three
representatives from Harrisburg sent to Erie,
and they in turn were esdvised to investicate
the incident. They uncovered rot & racial :in-
rest but a mounting tension between teachers
and students, ™.t the fact remains that it was
Mr. Setcavage's wnfair attitude and the refussl
of the edministration to listen to student come
plaints that setoff{ the Academy riot.¥*

*Editorial footnote: This report is the result

of Tirst~hand interviews of. teschers and students
at Acsdemy High School by relishle Nehrend stvdents
who are not directly associated with the Nittany
Cub Staff. These students were dissetisf{ied with
the reports given vy the news medias, and decided
to investipate the matter first hand,
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