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XOTES OF PORTLAND, ME,

Portland, the Forest City, as it has been
termed, is like Jerusalem, * beautiful for situa-
tion.”” It stands at the head of a magnificent
bay. " An island guards the entrance, and forms
a breakwater against the billows of the Atlantic.
securing, quiet anchorage, whatever storms may
rage. The channel admits vessels of the largest
size, and_ preparations were made to receive the-
“@Great Eastern,” as it was ascertained that no
other harbor on our shores was as capable of float.
ing, the great Leviathan. Although so far north,

there is scarcely ever any obstructlon by ice, and |

the Canadian lines of steamers for half the year |
land at Portland. on account of. the difficulties |
presented in the navigation of the St. Lawrence

The natural: scenery. is exceedmgly plcturesqne,
said to be second. only to the Bay of Naples for
beauty. In the, distance the Whrte Mountams
can be dxsfmctly traced—Mt Washmvton yworthy.
of its name, rising hlgh above all the rest The
bay itzelf is decked wrth numerous 1slands three
hundred and sixty-four, it 1s sard some consrstmg
of a few acres, others small patohes of. verdure or
wave-washed rocks, . The crty stands on a pro~
montory pro;ectmg into, the bay, and the elevated
sides of which form beautiful promcnades, and |
afford . (magnificent views -of the surroundrng
soenery The, streets of the cvy are 1rregular,
and as they wmd m all dxrectlonl, mew views are
presented at,. every turn

arching branches. ‘often’ .cros3 the street.,
houses are neat, and often handsome, , many belng
in the villa style. The dfeddfal fire which oc-
curred on the 4th of'July, 1866, and, which raged
for two nights and the mtervenlno' day, destryed;
the prmclpal portlon “of the busmess purt of the,
city, and masses of ruins and scathed and charred
trees still show how terrible. must have been its
desolatlng course. By this calamlty 1 500 dwell
ings, were burned, besides eight churches four,|
school- houscs, eight, hotels, all the hanks anda
© number. of the pubhc bulldmgs, some of them
very splendld structures. - One-thlrd of the city.
was destroyed, and about twelve thousand persons.
were left homeless LTt may. give an idea of the
the bu1ld1ngs consumed were placed in a- lme,
they would. form a frontage of seventeen miles!.
It is surprising to find how large a part of the,
burng dlstnct has been rebullt .and what. magni-
ficent edrﬁces have been erected or are in /pro-
gress. The. Crty Hall which was desrgned for |
the Legrslature, is a splcndld burldmg i and in
addmon to apartments for varions offices it con:,

tains a room for pubhc meetmgs whlch vnll ac—i

commodate comfortably about 2500 persons The
Roman Catholic .Cathedral is A large burldmg,
wrth 8 lofty sprre _The 1nterror is pamted in a,
gorgeons atyle, but the _other 1nternal arrange-
ments are.not yet complete A grlt cross .about
excht feet high was raised to the summlt of the
splre, on ‘the Sabbath afternoon, in the presence
of a vast multrtude of spectators. The brshops
in gaudy decoratlons sprmkled holy water, pro-
nounced some sentences in Latln, and delivered
an address in Enghsh About two hundred
girls, dressed - in white,- wrth pmk scarfs, and
garlands 'of “flowers, chanted a bymn. . The
Romanists . of Portland are. chiefly 1mmrorants;
from Ireland or. Canada, and comparatrvely few
in number

“. i
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: CHURGHES——PAYSON S GRAVE
The -churches.of Portland.; represent nearly alb}:
denominations: :exeept :the: Presbyterians: They |
are.about thirty.in- number. ."/The building  in:
w hich the. renowned..Dr. . . Payson: :preached - was
consumed by:the fire, but & large and: handsome |:
structure bas.been commenced by.the congrega.:
tion. on aother site ; to ‘have: the inathe “of: the ..
Psyson Memorial Church .1Jt8 present pastor

is Rev. Dr. Carruthers, originally a Seotch Pres-}..

byterian, who'-has: filled. the: pulpit for nearly.
twenty-five years. . He is: a worthy successor .of'| :

h ,
the great and good man, whose. memory:is cher- 'ofnthe crty the new Umversrty is located, and’ the

ished.with such profound regard- by all who have:;
readhis- Memoir; and. especially by‘those who |’
had the privilege of hearing him preach. Some
few. of . these still survive, and: speak of, dim wigh)
the, greatest reverence, and. love, His grave, in
the public. cemetery, is ymarked by a.small .obe-
lisk, and, numerous garlapds.of evergreens placed
upon it, testify, that his remains rest. in an hon-
ored. graye, »iy- . . D nand
‘PUBLIO: Js‘cnoor.s—eor.onnn GRADUATE::

-

and well attended. ‘One ‘large ‘building will 's¢--
commodate 1500 pupils.’The number- in ‘all
the dehools is- 10,463, ‘or ‘about ‘one-third “of the
entire. populat'lon
1% puprls male ‘and’ female. Tts' graduatron‘
exercises were tigld ‘on the 15th of J uly at the
City Hall. Addresses were deliverediby a nuin:
of young ladies, a8 well as by young. gentlemen.
Among the former was a colored girl of intelli-
n'ent and senous "countenance and very modest
deportment, who | had attained a high rank in the
school, and” seequ to be treated by her class.
mates, as well as by the teachers and trustees of |
the school and by all the audlence, as if there
was no devradatmn in her sahle skm. " Hert name
is Isrdora Mayo, the first of her race to enJoy
equal advantages which she has proved her-
gelf worthy to receive.

The. side, walks are| .-
senerally lmed w1th rows of lofty elms, whose :

The.|.

! Katnne, forty miles drstant ata cost for ‘the con
structron of the works’of about $5 000 600 of -

1 dld, havmg been bullt in' th twelfth centul
the rergn of Pavid L Orlglnally of eour b
‘wag for ‘Romdd Oathblic “worship, but in the’| -
- Reformation it passed with ‘all othér Chirch
‘property, lnto the handé ‘éf the IProtestants ‘

“ ,The revenues of the Cathedral Ve
The: puhlrc schiools‘of Portland are fivimercus

“Phe High 'Sehaol" numbersx'

HOSPITALITY TO TIE CONVENTION.
It was gratifying to find that the citizens of
Portland manifested so much interest in ' the
meeting of the Conveution. At the Meeting of
Welcome, the Mayor of the city presided and
some of the most distinguished ministers and
others delivered addresses. Among others Dr.
Carruthers alluded to the spirit of petty bigotry
manifested in the suspension of Mr. Geo. H.
Stuart for hymn singing. and . -communing with
other Christians. Arrangements had been made
for an excursion in the beautifiil Bay, but 3’
dense mist at the time detignated, prevented this.
There were, however, many instances of private:

hospitality, which those who. have recerved them
will not .readlly, forget. .y i
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rnoman‘oar LAW.: &}

The populatlon of ‘Portland: is about : 32, 500
and seems‘remarkable’ for - good order, This is
'tio, doubt owing in a very great ‘degree 'to ther
Prohlbrtory Liquor. Liaw.' +Intoxiéating ‘liquors |/
can be sold ‘only by a person’ appomted for:that |
purpose by. the crty authorities;and* under ‘such
restrictions asigreatly -ditoinish’ it se.” :Not-a'
‘drunken man s to'be'seen’ onithie streets and the:
“boisterous: brawls which disgiice othér places are’
almost unknown.:' There’is an intelligénce, a'|'
cheerfulness, a ' quiétiidéy’ *a/reliability ‘in the{

l—,

‘soul*has not become the' captrve of a° vreat vice,
but"ns inaster ‘of “itself:' Those ‘who wish ‘to
know what efféct:a Prohrbltory Law would have
may form an oplnlon‘by vlsmng Portland.”

k OMIGBON

-mrasssrons oF *~nuaors L. IIr ”

It wasa Wretched nrght passmg Feoin' Belfast
to Glasgow. The boat was ‘good’ enough ‘bt
very much crowded mth passenc'ers and'the for-
ward"deck was “stowed * as “elosely with" cattle a8’
they' could stand. - The p poor ereatures’ ‘could’ not’
‘rest theniselves’ by ]ymg down or by changmg
‘their ‘posrtﬁon in'any way " The cablu was almost
1nsuﬂ”erably close, and’ yet 1t was' 80 cold on deck
that only with” all our wrapplngs could we make
1t tolerable” to ~ remarn up. There was 3’ stlﬁ
breeze, #nd’ Whlle it was ‘ot exactly rough there
wis“ sufficient ‘motion t6 make somé of the pas-
sengers. srck One of the sufferers was a young
""" 0¢ We were very eerly on

deck- next mornmg, not later ‘than five o clock
and found our steamer dlschargrng part of her
cargo at Greenock on the Clyde The. Clyde s
a small river at Greenock and Glasoow, not wider
 than our Schuylkrll but the channel is kept deep
by the constant operatrons of the mud machmes
The tide was out, diid wé made ou way up very
slowly from Greenock sometlmes shuttrng off
Steami’ entrrely For a long way down below
Grlaso'ow thefshores ‘of “the nver ‘are hned wrth
shrp-yards, nd vessels of all slzes were in varwus
‘stages of* completlon. This slup buxldrng forms
‘a ]arve part of thé business of G]asgow, and fur—

; mshes employinent for thousands of’ people We

came opposxte the city at eight o’clock but we
were not Tanded until the boat could be turned
roulid " Wead ‘down stream, and as_the bos

slight thxng to: do. But' we reached our. hotel |
(McLean 8)’ at'n |6 clock not too late to have
substantlal Scotch breakfast of coffee, steak
‘chops, omelet gbod ‘bread and bntter and goose-
berry jam.” A Scotch breakfast is'no’ trifle, 'and
as, we Had' eaten nothmg for erghteen hours, we
werd'in favorable oir ’cumstances t0 appreclate it.
iWe'spent two days, in Glas«row It is the
busmess metropolrs of Scotland and 1s the thlrd
clty ifi Gredt Brrtam h wealth. The populatlon,
1nclud1ug suburbs, is' not much short of 500,000.

The clty i§ supphed wrth pure water frbm Loch

“our” oney I could :ot help wréhxng P,hr,,
delphla were a8 ‘well off in’this respect ',['he
‘new part of fhe dity, and “miuch ‘of it is néw, is"
-well laid o'nt,'with‘ bl’oad streets, ‘and""th,é‘hi)iise
‘of the, merchants and’ the wea!lthy classes n the
west end are very handsome 1ndeed Therr Park

In tlus part

place we vxslted was the Cathedral.  "This is very

very large,’ but a "l ge part has fallen \‘oO the
Unrve’ ty of ‘Glasgow, and a part to°the erawn,

Servrce 1s held only on Sundays accordmgxto

‘the form ‘of ‘the Established Kirk of- Scotland B 4
‘and the wrtches cngaged in tbat dreadful dance

whie rs the Presbyterlan (lhurch Thls serviea
s Held in" ‘the choir, whlch is 1tself as large a8
St. Mark’s church Phrladelphra, and the nave
and transepts are not seated

paired’ and’ renewed certam parts of the Cathe-
dral, whxch had fallen much rnto decay, and
w1th1n ten or ﬁfteen years, the city of Glascrow
and the West of Scotland ‘have combined to re-
new the™ wrndows ‘with stamed glass, ‘after a cer
tain arranvement of Scrlpture 1llustratron Ie|
is very prety 1ndeed “but ardly in unison wrth
the character of the huxl mg 5 and the varrons

the coats of arms of the contributors so promin-

manner of the people’ wluch indioates that the |°

. _of Secotland., :

, treated him with: rudedess. .:,

almost 43 long a8 the river is wrde, thls was:no

Within’ a late perrod 'the Government has re- |’

O

ently emblazoned that one hardly knows whrch
was the primé motion, the beautifying of . the
old Cathedral, or- lhe glonﬁcatlon of ithe con-
tributors,

Baut the crypt was speclally interesting to me,
for it was here that Rob Roy gave his mysterious
warning to. Frank Osbaldlston (How easy.to
idealize Scott's characters )

‘ Conceive Tresham,” sags the author of Rob
Roy, ‘“an extensive [ange of Jlow brown, dark-
and’ tw[}io'ht vaults, stich as afe used for' sepul-
‘chres in other countries, and had long been
dedicated to the same purpose in this, a portion:
of which: was seated -with. pews, and used as‘a
church. - The part of the vaultsithus oceupied,
though capable of containing a. congregation .of

| many Wandieds, borea small proportion to the

darker, and ‘more extensive caverns whichi’yawn-
around what. may be.térmedthe inhabited space.;

and tattered escutcheons indicated the ‘graves:of
those who were once, doubtless prinees in Israel.
Inscrlptrons which could only be read by the

the act of devo.iopal charity..which,they im-
Hlored dnvited: the . passengers,,to; pray for the:
lsouls of those whose bodies rested. .beneat S

The: church-yard,about the Cathedralis closely
coveredmwrth flat:-grave-stones,. 80 - -closely- that-
butlittle.grass grows between, them. . Some are-
of igreat age.; - Just.overthe ravine is the Ne- |
,cropohs; and; on:the tombs of the :sleepers; may:
" | be: read . many of the best names in, the hletory
fyra gl Yol ‘ :

: The. old. Umverslty(oﬂ'Glasgow is! about to be

?removed t0-the néw buildingsin ‘the: Wiest: End:-

1|, We were fortunaté .encugh:to. fall'ints the hands"
of oné of the Professors,who ‘kindly:showed: s
,through ‘that. patti of .thé huilding . which: ‘would.
 most: interdst - strangers.:. The. old. law-. is - still .
orepealédi: that the. precinetsiof -theUniversity:
| are a:kind .0f sancthary, and ‘no person, however |
.guilty,.can be arrested heres by the civil authori!.
;ties, but thet:Faculty of the University have:full
authority, and can.. adJudge the caseg: asa court,
wrlh fullest sanctions. -

+ We. drove through: the city: in: the afternoon
out into the newest .dnd 'best part, and down |
through -the Salt’ Markeg, whére Baillie Nicol
Jarvie lived; which is now ‘the worst: part. - But-
it i§'n0 worse than thie lowest partsof. New York
1and:Philadelphia. ¢ Phen we passéd.out; over the |
bridge.where. Rob Roy and Frank met at.mid-
night, into. the: country,'whtch is! very beautrful
all about -herei <+ f or oy gl e e e e

+In the evening—it is not dark until towards
mldnwht—the streets:in thé.old town are:full .of
people; orderly +amd;s“quiet; thought pleasare- |
seekers. »:A.t.,pa,stteet corner was a:.blind:man, |

i}f» IR

‘all the noise of. the :throng; passages!in. raised |:
letters; printed for'the: blind, fron : Eeclesiastes.
Sometrmes a .group. would: ;gather round; him for. |.
a few momentsj and.; listén,and. drop g penny. i
his hat;and pags.on: - He had: chosgii a place of
much‘resort near:a publie; fountarn, and no;:one.

1 . !
1 The - next day wo:devoted to" Ayr and the
#¢Land of Burnk,” forty miles away on the Goast:
:As We'approached: the' {towh, the rdad was’ néar’
the 8ea, and-Ailsie-Crag was very promment far
qut in - the bosom-of - the' water.' At! Ayr we’
took carriage for :Alloway; an made:gilr’ Way't6 |f
#! Burng’ cottage,” a lowjl thatched'cottage of:the
‘plainest kind. The’ roond: where he was born is

kitchen, or living!:room: of ! the ‘housé: - 'Here
was ‘the’ recess ‘where ‘sl béd: tormerly stood; ‘a
very common’ ‘usage rnj‘Scotch lutchens—here
was  the'‘same dressér, 'almost’ wor ‘out * by conid
tinual scrubbmgs, and’ sau veéry dlean—here—was
rthe same stone-floor that his bareﬂfeet ‘oftén 'trbd

‘upon; the:same:low ¢eiling his:eyes rested on i’
*his infancy 4nd childhood, {Heve. was the: parlor,
| the best roomof - the"famzly, prdbabl §used ‘also;
‘a8 a bed-room in-‘those diys (spmts are: sold |
‘there now) ; andinow :therd!is: ‘ailaTge:voom built
as an addition to the house,"for a dmlno-room for
the gentlemen who have: bought tbe property g
and oW+ keep it from’ destrn,ctron*' SRR

Havlng seen all abbit’ ‘the house where
Poet wa ‘born; we passed ‘ont %o Kirk Alloway,

80 famous i in * Tam O’Shdnter.” " T§ ; is
rum only the - walls” r‘emamml?r But there 1s
Ttill . N EEAR
“The winnowed ibunker in:the:East; ... .. .. 4;

W l;epe sabiAuld: Qick in shape of; lﬂ)ﬂast.”_,
- Therg aregstrll theswalls, ofiiwhich: it is gaid’s

¢ Coffing stood rotind:like vpén!presses;
" That showed:the dead-in their lagt!dregges.? |

1 We 1eould : fancy We ‘saw the very spot where:

«Tam ‘gat"on his ;gray mare, looklug through the“

w1ndow at the- Kirk wlnch Gt L . 'regarde lasa Polar star. At varlous pe 1ods in

[ ini 8, bleeze » ,

—apd could"m fact concewe the trernendous
chanve, when Fe- unlnckrly nttered those words
at whlch :

* éfn an mstaut all was dark '

fand the ruslr made at him throuzrh the wmdows

and over the stone wall by the 1nfur1ated wrtches
and the scamper down the hlll-the break; neck
speed t to whrch{ the mare was urged by her mas-
{ters frxght an her own, the Narrow w1ndlng
way to the brldge over - the Dgon—the key-stone
barely reabhed and theloss of the mare’s tall

’for— the' mom nt we regarded the whole hino as |
real, and enJoyed it extremely Later in the
day, in Ayr, we saw the tavern where the said

‘mer.

In those: waste regions of blivien, dustybanners |

p,a.lnful fatiquary,in "Ianghdge ~as-.obsolete ds |

reading ip-a loud: harsh'voice, easily.héard dbove;

.pointed - out, which seems to'-have beed thé | -

;| axis always po

Tam and Souter Johnny sat and caroused on
that awful night, when
“The wind blawed as t’would blaw its last.”
We sat in their chairs, and tasted the llquld of
which it was said : =
¢ With two-penny we fear no evil,”
but did not proceed to the Usquebaugh, with
which—but I will not continue the quotation.
We looked at the Monument as we walked

'down’to: the bridge’; it is modern, and well done,

and a just tribute to the genius of the man, who
was certainly a true poet, whatever else may be
said of him. - Buf ‘we lingered on the bridge.
It was oné of the brightest days of all the sum-
*The foliage was in its richest luxuriance,
the air was-laden with the fragrance of ‘the haw-
thorn, and- the ' birds were srn«rmtr ‘around’ us
everywhere ‘We léaned' over the. wa]ls of“the
narrow bridge, steep and hrgh ‘we looked down
into: the’ clear watcrs of 'the Doon to 1ts pebbly

bottdm and we sang "t
o Yebanhs ;
w1th an apprecratllon of the scene such as ‘we
never conld have had - exccpt on the very spot
Every allusxon in the verses to the s undmv
scenery was llterally sustamed
" On the way back o Glasgow we' stopped at|

d braes of bonme Doon "

_ Parsley, a manufacturlng clty, ind speclally note!

worthy: for 1ts shawls, and as the’ place where the
famous Coats” ‘apodl cotton, | ‘So'well known'to the
ladles is made. One of the Messrs: Colits, who
married a New York lady; politely showed us
through the -establishment.. . They. employ aboat
nrneteen hundred operatlves chleﬂy grrls The
works are. gorng day and night, from Monday
tlll Saturday—two sefs’ bf hands alt.ernatmg, yet
they can’t meet the demand whlch comes. from
all quarters of the world Thence we. went to’
the shawl mrlls, where we saw fine shaw]s in the
looms (alll hand- looms), the weavers at work w1t
t,helr treadle and shuttle, some of them old ‘men,
‘Wwho. haVe spent all their hves Yere at these
lcoms Thc work .Was very leannful but the
fashron is not now for * Palsley shawls » and the
‘trade is dull ‘, o

We left Glasoow next day for L‘dmburgh vm
the Trossachs. The road led us by Dunbarton
castle of which we had a vrew, as we passed up
the Clyde, thence ‘to Bullock station, on Loch
Lomond. Here we took steamer through the,
luke (whlch remmded us much of Lake Win-
neprsaukee in New Hampshlre, and naturally
not any more beautrful) to Inversnald where we
toék coaches, all outside seats, to some plaee w1th
an, unwrrteable and unpronounceable name, on’
Loch Katrme We had a most. dellghtful trip
on this most beautlful of all the Scotch lakes

G‘re ,gs),'.one of our’ fellow passenorers readmg
aloud to us the ‘ ‘Lady Of the Lnl{e” as we ghded

along. We passed thehslurces of the G,]asgow
water-works, and then ‘along and ,almost around
' Ellen 8, Isle,” not failing to obserVe the httle
bay and the g srlver strand" where the, falr Ellen
obt.uned her first mtervlew w1th the anht of
Suowdon. . Reachlng the hotel at ﬁve o clock
we had dmner at six, “and started back at once
for a rrde of. a mxle to the luke (rhe hotel is at,

stance from Katrme), through the beautl-
ful pass of the 'l‘rossaohs, ‘and drsmrssed ‘the car-
nage, 1ntendmg to walk home We took a boat
wrth 3 strong nghlander ‘to row. 8, and went
back to Ellens Isle, landed | .and explored 1t
There ls 1o trace of the place ’

NP

“ Where for retreat in dangerous hour, -
- Some cluef had framed a rusnc bower » i
But -we enJoyed the romanée none the less for
thls Ellen B Isle wxll be famous many a year to
come It is a rock, some three acres in_extent,
all over wooded and at t‘ms season covered w1th
the blue bells ,,,,,,
such parts of the poem as were,descrlptwe of the
Isle, and then llaVan had & most delrghtful time,
We walked back to our hotel through this grand
and beautiful pass, trymg to point. out, the crag,
where Frtz James met Roderrck Dhu Reach-
ing the hotel at'9 v, ‘M., Stlll hcrht as day almost,
we were regaled with some musrc from bacprpes,
the young people runmng up to the wmdows in,

-

o ’;the tower, and wavmg thelr handkerchrefs in the

mock herow style—and then ' to a well-ear‘ned!

slee ...

|| THE PYRAMIDS AND. Tnn,rtosam .
Y ~ oEBONOLOGY, 7

It. 1s a- common supposmon among the unscl-
€ ntrﬁc pnbhc, that the North pole of .the Earth 8.
int; to the same star, ——the po]ar
stdr or “lode star. 7 The present ‘the N orth pole,
points to no star whatever, but_ 8o, nearly to one
star, (the brrght one.in_the coustellatron of the
Lesser,Bear) that that.is for practrcal purposes, ;

the world’s hlstory in the past other stars havo
bcen real or approxrmate polar ptars; at Sther
perlods, yet in the future, yet other stars w1ll be

_| years was the “great year”

4 that was our polar-star.”

.| pas
. wrth Egypnan matters berng full of those casuul

-] the, less werrrhty that hrs nam !
Bt What is-there agamst Moses and the Pyramnls

our po]ar stars,—real or approxrmate _The pole,? ,(
of the earth is in truth describing a clrcle in the
heavens —a crrcle whrch it w1lll complete 1n
nearly 26 (lOO years from its beglnnlng .

'_ The pole pomts to- day to the. place in the hea—

vens towards whrch it was drrected nearly 26 ,000
years ago —far back in “ the geologlcal ages.”

as thh a mwhty and slowly movmor ‘wand.
Twenty-
- poiut, to the spot whrch it pornts at to day, hav-
ing again described’ the same circle : among the
stars which lie near the north pole of the heavens.

Since then it has descrrbed a crrcle ou the sky. :

six mrllennlums hence, it wul again )

This fact was known very early to the astrono-
mers, and, as in early ages all science was asso-
ciated with mystery, so this was. It was said by
the Egyptians that this period of zearly 26,000
or the ¢ year of res.
titution.”  All the world’s life and history were
revolving in a cirele like that thus described by
the pole. However great and manifold the
changés which were to take place, however wide
the sweep of revolution, all would at- last work
back to where the world started. . ‘A, the end of
a “ great yoar ” all things would return to their
primal condition.

- In six of the Egyptran pyramxds there. are
long passages lookmg. to; the North.. Scientific
men have examined them and found that they
do'not look at the present pelar star, nor at any
,that was known as a polar star within auy period
of known Egyp'tran hlstory But they find that
about the 4000th year before our Era these pas-
sages it then built ‘would have looked 6ut on a
star (A{pha I)racoms) at whrch the earth’s axis
exactly polnted In nearly 26, 00 ,years from
that date, those : passages will’ looh out on the
| saime star.

Isit .not most probable that the bmlders of
those passaoes regarded the {yehr 4000 (or 4004)
B. C.as'the’ begmnmg of ’man s life wpon earth,
.and’ therefore the' beomnlng of thati« ‘great year »
whosde c0mpletldn wotild be ascertalned ‘by an ob-
setvation thi*ohgh"thoSe 'same'passages? That
they had reference to the “gréat year” in their
erection, sciéntific men concede. ~'What date more
probable for"them to’begln that year from than
the yéar of man's begmmnv]?

: Some savans say: “ No? These passaoes ‘in-
stead of confirming ‘the Mosaic chronology, refute
-Thesé passages must themselves have existed
a8 early as: 4000 B...C. .They. must ~have been
burlt to-lodk out.upom that star, at a: time when
-1 ‘cannot see: the force
of! suclr reasoning. . ,The,va,n‘ity of man had not
risen. in those,days to. & piteh.so high as to fixon
their own. times 28 the great terminus a quo of
history, Least, of. all were the. Egyptians likely
{.to! fix. on that period as the, beginning. of the
great, “year of restitution,” which was to bring
back all things to.their:primitive state,. On the
face of the case, the balance of probability is im-
mensely in favor of the first supposition, viz:
Egypt dated the beglnmn|7 of human hrstory l' rom
about 4000 B. .. ‘

As a further ‘confirmation” ‘of this supposrtwn
we may draw on the annals ofa neighboring peo-
ple,” who, ut ‘aii’ early penod of ‘their history,
sustairied a very close relatron o' -the Egyptians.
The- earliest Yecords of this people bear the name
of ion¢; who bya strange provldence was brought
up in an Egyptran ‘colirt; ‘at a time when the
natronal relmon ‘and the pational government were
-most closely associdted. ~He" Was thcrefore edu-
.cated by the priests, the great repbsltones of the
|dational learning. His works “evinee among
mdny characterdstics, three which we shall espe-
clally notloe P N

s 1. ’l‘hey evmce the greatest care in the col-
lectron of those genealogles ‘which were of such
1mmense 1mportance at the perrod of the world's '
life, when the family, was the social unit. 2.
They evince a very. marked poetu.al temperawent
in their. author such as would be more likely to
be attractcd than repelled by hrstorles and gene-
alogles whlch should trace -the world’s age for
mrllennrums and mynads of years into the dim
3 They evince the closest acquaintance

and_ matter—of' fact allusrons whrch show that he
.was not drawing on knowledve obtained from
travellers, but referrrn«r to thmos Well known to
“ his pubhc and hlmself So much is this the
.ease, that multltudes of passawes would be unin-
telligible to us were 1t ‘not that we possess explan-
-ations of Egyptlan ¢ustoms from travellers of the
Greek mation. . .

i Now thrs obs,erver and author —thus said by
tradition and shown by fact to occupy the best
possible position for becoming acquainted with
the Egyptran rchronolon-y,—and at least not dis-
quahﬁed by any mental 1drosyncrasy for record-.
1ng what he knew——thrs man, we say, fixes the
'date of man s creatron at. the year 1nd1cated by
the pyramrds, viz. 4000:3 C. Is hlS testlmony

in. this matter ] A lot of genealogres “OSt pro-
:bably of contemporaryx,dynastres,',whrch have
been. treated as they,do land in Vermont, where
‘theyplant' corn on* the: upper:side and then stand
it on edge and plant, potatoes on. the under. Qur
‘sceptical Eg yptologrsts (not the. best. of their
class) haye; prled these contemporary dynasties
one upon the other and built upa new Tower of
“Biabel, whose top reaches to heaven, but confu-
ion shall be ‘upon. them. ‘Not:'a iman of them

| but, kﬂows‘more of - Egyptlan‘hmtory than Mos:s
udoes. JIR :

- ULTONIENEIS.

s e

. ';

V,lctOr Emanuel of Italy, has his private
llbrhry in'Pieti Palice in’ Florence, and’2 French
joutualistsiwho ‘lately visited it, says ‘he found
scarcely any books have, their leaves out; - If this
be' true, it; is,quite, in, keeping withi the state of

| the people When the Iast census showed that of

the twenty- two millions of inhabitants in the
country, over seventeen mdhons could neither
read or’ wrlte :

——M "Renan has'just publtshed a large volume
‘on the life of St."Paul;%aid!to be ‘charscteriz d

‘by.the same imagination that* marked his » Life

ot Christ;” so that & plain reader of the Buok
of ‘Acts would scarce recognize the hero.




