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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1868.

ENLARGEMENT OF THE EDITORIAL
CORPS.

Among the measures designed to increase the effi-
ciency and attractivéness of our paper at this time,
vur readers will welcome the new arrangement by
which a largeand distinguished corps of writers isadded
to the Editorial Department. Asthe designation of these
brethren has met the cordial approval of the Pastors’
Association of this city, they will be known as

'I‘HE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE.
Their contributions will be generally accompamed
with the initials of the writers. Their names are'as

follows's— '

Rev., Z. M. Humphrey, D.D., Paseor of. Calvary
chnrch.

Rev. Herrick Joh
Church,

Rev. Danl. March. D.D., Pnstor of clinton se.
Church. .

Rev. Peter Stryker, D.D., Pnstor of N. Broad
St. Church.

Rev. George F. Wiswell,
Hill Chareh.

Rev. E, E. Adams, D. D., Pror. in Linco!n Uni-
versity.
Rev. Samuel W.. Dumeld,?Spemz oom-

respondent.
Mr, Robert E. Thompson wﬂl continue . to

act a8 Editor of the News Depn.rt.ment.
Correspondents in every Presbytery and Sy-

nod will promptly furnish us” with fresh items of

news from their respective fields.

4.

n.n., o of-the l-'h-st

.l)., Pastor of Green

CHRISTIANITY THE TRUE RADICALISM.

Notwithstanding the odium attaching to the
word in the minds of many pious people, there is
nothing so radical as true piety. It goes far be-
neath the surface; it quite undermines the rfierely
social and political radicalism of . the day; it
reaches down to the granite foundations of the
Gospel. Radicalism professes to go to ‘the root
of evils, and aims to tear them ,up and out-at
any cost. DBut ‘what strikes half 50 dlreetly at,
the root of &l evil, or. what is so- gevere, and
sweaping as the declaration: “Ye must. be born
agiin”! All the revolutlonary and progressive
schemsa which have threatened to convulse the
world, are a mers scmtchmv on the surface com-
pared with this. Regenembmn, tha chanseof
the 1nd}v1dusl nature from sin-to holiness, from
self and the world to God, from pride and. in-
difference to humble faith in Christ, is the only

true radical Reformation. The philosopher and |

cocial reformer work out their theories and use
the technical terms of their science; but the
truly pious man is. alone engaoed wrth the very
roots of character and the foundat.xons of things:
(tod and the soul ; sin and holiness; conscience,
penitence, grace, Atonement. The reformer
talks of legislation, of war, of suffrage, and it is
well; but his radicalism does not reach half the
depth of the Christian worker, who norselessly
toils to plant gratitude to God, consecration to
Christ, and charity to man among the very
springs of action, deep in the individual &oul,

Tndeed we have a rlght to say that there is no-
thing radical but the Bible and the systems
wlncb conform to it; there is mothing in all
the world of such intense moral depth and ear-
nestness; which makes holiness the prime at-
tribute of its God and the vital element of its
heaven; which abhors all sin as intrinsically
hateful, and will hear nothing of expediency or
of compromise, but eonfronts it with a perfect
law and an eternal hell; which accepts no out-
ward conformity to ité ruie of life, but requires
truth in the inward part; which teaches us to

pray : Search me, O God, and know my heart;
which overwhelms us with’ such declarations as:
¢ Thou hast set our iniquities before Thee, our
secret sins in the 1i%ht of Thy countenance;” or
this : © The word of God is quick and powerful
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the drvrdmg asunder of soul and spirit
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”’ :Is
not this radical enough?

And what one person in the universe is the
true root of all progress,in whom we ocan feel
that we have got down to the infinite substruc-
ture of all things ; of man, of society, of history,
of the past, of the future, of life, of growth, and
of well-being; ‘who is it but CERIST? who came
to earth to grapple with the very essence of evil
in the unrepented unforvlveu gin of man; who
led captivity captive; who was'anointed to preach
the Gospel to the poor, who was sent to heal the
broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives and recovery of sight to.the blind, to
get at liberty them that are bruised, to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord ;- who, by the
blood of Gethsemane and of Calvary, the ascen-
gion gift of Olivet and the outpouring of His
Holy Bpirit, laid the foundations -of the King-
dom of Heaven—the city of God on’ earth. A
reform based upon theories and gpeculations and
the experiences and expediences of Jife must’ be
shallow compared with that whioh is based on A
LIVING DIVINE PERSON,

The grand dllﬁculty about radicalisim, and the’
reason of its being - considered an ill omened
name, is just because it is not radical enogh.
Tt is too often a hollow pretentious cheat. Radi-
calism, which is ‘not deeply, earnestly - moral,,
which' dves not go to the core of. man’s being in'
his spiritnal nature, which ‘sees in the adjust-
ment of the mere frame work -of society, the
panacea for all evils]i ia the merest’ qnaokery True
radroahsm gees and admits that the 1ll~s of -hu-
manity are beyond ‘iriere human cure. < It looks.
for help in the fearful struggle, 'to - Him: that is’

mighty to save. I¢flies to prayer. The sin of
man, his estrauvemeut from Gol, lns reJeetron of’
Chrrst are a mlgbﬁ} burdén, whichi it brings with,|
groanings that catiot be’ uttered'to‘the !;brone of
infinite compassmlr ‘Tu the odpéuring of the
Holy Spirit upon all’ flesh is its only hope.

Christian’ Radrcahsm' t.hat. is what wa' need
to-day. May all ‘our! mlnlsl;ry and churoh ‘mem-
bers be ‘baptized with it a‘fresh #ind we - shallil
soon’ benr of its blessed frults in multatudesturn-
ing from their sins td-God. '

And Christian’ niéti and mlmsters -cherish no,
unworthy fear of the radlcalrsm of moral tefori.
Grapple yourselves 'in'the very 8pirit’ of" Olirist
and - your religion Hith ‘every moral évil: Give,
it no quarter. Be cautious in many respedts; bnt
in none more 30 than to compromiséisuch a:preec-
ious a thing as priaciple.’ And:take care always
to be more radical'thin the noisy set who think
the ‘removal of a féw cutward evils will bringon,
the Millenniuti.’ - Yoi know better and must’
work accordmgly S

A

' M’ﬂSTOLlC :BENEDICTION:

“We lately Hedrd ; a yonnfr pastor at the elose of
a very mterestmg service, pronounce the- follow-.
mv words: as’ the benediction: ¢ The grace’ ‘of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and’ the love of God our
Heovenly -Father, and the communion and fellow-
ship ‘of the Holy sznt be: and’ remain with: us,;
and with all:ithe people of God, from-this: tzme
forth and Sorévermore. - Amen.’ ' Shiades of our,
departed - theologmns, what say you-'to ‘this?!
Should - Chalwiérs; Gannon or MiHer-have heard’
one of theit pupl]s thus eonclude -the worship of !
the sanctudry; would they not lift up nherr sarnr.ed
hands in holy astonishment? - . ¢ oo
That was & * benediotion "—a good. saying—
in the same sense in which the sermon, and each
prayer and each hymn of praise was a benedic-
tion. - But-was it 4 benedietion in the true sense
in which that word is applied to the concluding'
gervice of the ssuctnary? We are aware-that
in some Evangelical churches the benediction is
pronounced as aprayer, and that the oﬂiclatmg
minister says “wus,’”’ not “you.” But is there
not a distinction # A prayer can be offered by
any one, whether a layman or an ordained min-
ister. But the benediction proper, we think,
can only be pronounced legitimately by the or-
dained minister. We regard it as a ministerial
act. The man of God standing in the saered
desk is invested with a holy power.. Heis a suc-
cessor of the Apostles. He is the vicegerent-of
Jehovah. And solemnly, in the place of God,
he does not properly pray—but, he prounounces in
the’ divine name a blessing upon the people.
Have we not Bible authority for this opinion ?
Look at the priestly blessing with which Aaron
and his sons were commanded to bless the child-
ren of Israel—Numbers vi.:24-26; “ The Lord
bless thee,” &ec. Not O Lord, bless us. ~See
also the patriarchal blessing, Gen. xxvii. 28, 29,
and Gen. xlviii. 15, 15. Notice also the
salutations and benedictions of Paul and of some
of the other Apostles at the begianing and close
of their Epistles.

There is another objection to the form used by
this young -pastor, and which is alas! coo fre.
quently used by older ministers. It was evidently
intended as s quotation of 2 Cor. xiii- 14. But
it was not repeated correctly. - The words spoken
did not agree in form or substance with the
benediction -of Paul. They contain a' very ap-
parent tautology. Communion and Fellowship
as used in the Bible are synonomous. - They both 1
translate Kowwsta. See 1 Cor. i. 9, aud 2 Cor.
xiii. 14

Moreover there was a reduudance in t.be form
employed which made us think the pastor liked
Paul’s words pretty well, but felt they ought to
be explained, and so he amplified the inspired
expression, either to bring it to the comprehen.
sion of his fellow worshippers, or to impress the
truth more vividly upon their minds. - Would it |
not bein good taste, more honoring to God, more
pleasing to man, when we attempt to quote . a,

do it correctly? At a recent ecclegiastical meet-
pronouuce'i a benediction in a manner slmllar to

the above; and we could qot . but agree w1th a
good. brother by our side who whxspered m our |

. 8100

benediction or any other portion of  Seripture, to |

ing ,the Moderator in concluding a solemn service.

ear, That was good, but he d:d not make 1t any B
4

‘better by trying to 1mprove the language of the |
Spmt. ”

* We-do not wish to sit in criticism upon our
brethren whom we respect and love. But 50 of-
ten- have we “héard” intelligent ]aymeu express
‘theit' ‘issatisfiiction with the manner in which
this closing exercise of” l:‘he sanctuary service isr
performed that we cannot but throw out these
‘hihits to our-fellow pastors, and espeelally to our.
young brethren. No part of the service can bo:
“more ‘s“"lemn than’ thls and as the conclusron q
"the *whdle it deserves attention. Delrberately,i
‘impres: vely tenderly, with all the authority and
aﬁ'eétu)n ‘of '’ pastor should the blessmg ‘be’ pro-
'nounced upon the' ﬂock either in'the” pasbor i
-owii words-or ‘tHose of ‘the Seriptare: And/,
when inspired lanvuage is employt‘d‘*‘let 1t be!
quoted correctly Bee R ' P S

DR: M’COSH 1IN PlllLADELPHlA. k

- For the sake of onr city; quite as- ‘vifuch aa for
the 'sake of thié Honoréd' and' glfbed’ ’Presldent
of: 'Prmceton College, eireyowe iti' the “recep-.
tiongiven to:Dr. MdUosh in the Sevénth cbureh,‘
on Tuesday evemng of last'week: The lionizing.
of & lrterary oelebmty ‘of ‘the elevated ‘class to
‘which’ Dr: MéCosh' belongs, is by’ no - Meéans a,
cOmmon event with: us; who geuerally ‘give: over
or‘College and High School Festivals to misses.
in their teens, with- here and- thére”a’ Doctor of
Divinity, while we consider outsélves too busy to’
turn-asidé oncea year to glance at: the fouiitains.
of-léarning and_culture in our city. An occa-,
“#ion for ‘calling out'the literar§aid philosophical,
interest of our:people, so “that: at/‘léast two of:
the learned professions ‘e0uld : takeApart in it, is;
gomething to be thankful for. The formation
t0o, of a Philadelphia Alumni, Society of one. of;
our distinguished. Llr,erary Instlt,utrons, one of!
whose earliest acts was the highly suceessful re-
ception, just : alluded o, is - - matter. for .gincere’
:| congratulation. . ; .
i No matter:if: l:he pract.lcal pnrpose of.' the move-
ment .was ﬁnauexal It is one of, the most. re-

,manka.ble and;eneonregmg featur.es of t,he times

t,hat. our moneyed men are . taking suoh & gene-‘
rous interest in:the literary institutions: of .the
country, and enabling them to multiply so great-

| ly the efficiency of their appliances, and to oall

to their professors’ chairs, with cosmopolitan spirit, |
the ripest and most famous teachers of all lands.
We hope the Phlladelphla Alumm of Princeton
College will go to work zealously, and do a hand-
gome thing for their Alma Mater, who herself has
found a sort of step-mother in.the State of New
Jersey, and is, perhaps, the most scantily en-
dowed, by far, of all the older and more famous of
our;institutions. When inquired of as to. her
wealth, she can only point to her many distin-
guished sons, and say with the Roman matron,
(as Mr. Alexander reminded us,) * Hzc orna-
menta mea.”

Rich in her graduates, and rich  in hlstomc
memories of revolutlonary trmes, Princeton is
poorly endowed, not only in money, but in those
grander and fresher associations of loyalty to
Union and to human rights, which have recon-
secrated all our Northern Colleges of any impor-
tance. . None of those talismanie words could be,
or dared be, uttered at the reception of last week,
which would have. quickened the pulses a’ud
kindled the souls of a New England or a Western
audience; on asimilar ocoasion. Princeton, we be-
lieve, has erected no tablet to ber martyrsin the
pew and broader contest for liberty; hasno pean to
float with undying sweetness through her halls
like that of Lowellat Cambridge; and therallying of
her sons from afar to put the lanrel crown upon |
her heroes living and dead, and to write her
name with therrs high up “before the world upon
the new and bloodler and more glorwus roll of
liberty, union and Justme in the nlueteenth cen-
tury, if sueh there was, does not seem to have left
a deep impress upon the large body of her Alumni
in Philadelphia. And it is, in this aspect, an act of
self-sacrifice for a man who so. thorouvhly under.
stands and so warmly sympathlzes with the trpe
Ameriean heart to take the position which Dr.
McCosh now holds But it is with no surrender
of his deeply grounded and matured principles
that he comes to Princeton. His first utterance in
his inangural a.ddress which we revret we have
not yet; found t.lme carefully to examme, closed
with the utterance ofa sentlment radlcal euouOh
to startle the very timbers of the Collegs from
their ‘places.. And the selection and emphmc
reading of this sentence by Attorney General
Brewster, with. ‘the thanks which. he_ so warmly’
tendered to_ its aut,bor, and tbe applause ~With
wlneb it was received 'by the assembly, gives us
grouud to hope ‘that the presence of the :accom-
plxshed ardeut and gemal Dr. McCosh in that
institution may be, in every sense, 28 Jife from the
deag . We quote the. sentence as an approprlate
clqse.., 5

A2 e

-the old Covenanting stock, who fought so re-
solutely for the rights of conscience, and whose
blood dyed the heather hills of Scotland ; frem
one who was brought up in a district where there
are martyrs’ tombs in every church-yard; from
one who -was connected for so many years with
the Irish. system of national education, which
‘allows no oue to tamper with the relrolous con-
‘victions of pupils, that he shall take care that
‘every one here shall have full freedom of thought;
that whatever be his religious ereed or polltleal
party, be he from the North, or be he from the
South, be he of a white or a dark color, he shall
‘Bave free access to all 'the beneﬁts which ' this
‘college can bestow ; and’ that 2 'minority, nay,
«even a single couscientious individual, shall be
_protected from the - tyranny of the mayonty, and
encouraged to pursue his studies without moles-
‘tation, provided always; thét not being inter fered.-
mth hlmself he doesnot 1nterfere with others.”

&

.
—

g

Ao ~ MR. MILL’S DEFEAT.
: : The defeat of Johu, Stuart Mill for Pa.rhament

i ] England by the Westmlnster Constxtuenoy, is
asrgulﬁcant; and in some respeots . encouraging,
;fact In some respeets we say, for so. far as it
1mplles opposxtron to the nghteous reform in suf-
frage, Church and State, and other polltleal mat-
bers now in_progress in Eugland it is to be de-

lored Mr. Mill wis one of the most promment
mtelllgent and able of tbe advooates of such re-
form ;. the one man, in. fact in all England, who
by his brllllant and suocessful efforts to ground
t;bese reforms in the great prmclples of science,
v!as in one aspect most deserving of a seat in the
first Parlmment of the Reform Movement. Sofar, it
must be admrtted Mn Mlll’s ‘defeat is a public
cnlamlty So fnr, too, a8 it springs from sheer ig-
norarce of” t.he man, aud mcapacrby to understand

and ﬁt.ness for pubhc position, or from a blind
bxgotry wlnch has become the plxant tool of pre-:
Judme and pa.rt.y or finally, from a state of cor-
ruption which, could only be managed by gross

{ bribery, and counter-corruption such as Mr. Mill

hag st.eadrly refused to practice, 3118 defeat is to be.
dgplc:ed by. tbe frxends of a free and & pure_bal-
lot box, all over the world :

All tbese causes, however, were in opera.t.mn
when Mr. Mill was a candidate and was elected
to-the Parliament now.passing away, And it is
not likely that in the advance madeby the Reform
movement since that time, they would have alone
been sufficient to-cause Mr. Mill’s defeat for the
new Parliament. Doubtless it was then as now,
sufficienily well known that Mr: Mill was not “a
religious man,” stood committed to no creed, and
in no sense represented the religious sentiment of
the community.. That much in a candidate, the
mass of -electors, 1nc.udlng religious men, there
and here, wisely or unwisely, are willing to let
pess.  Something far worse, more decided, espe-
cially in a candidate of unimpeachable moral
character, is necessary to turn the masses of a
nominally Christian country against him, and that
something was furnlshed in the Athezstzc leanings
and sympathies of Mr. Mill as developed in the
contest. Mr. Mill is not a positive and partisan
Atheist, and has never classed himself with
Atheists, but_he holds to a philosophy called,
“positive,” just because it will have nothing to
do with theology and metaphyslcs, and because it
confines itself tu sensation and perception, and
their immediate mental. resuits, scientifically
treated. There is no room in it for either of the
processes, a priori, or a posteriori by which we
arrive at the first principles of natural theology.
True, the author, Comte, attempted to supply a
form of worship, but there was no God, and no
superhuman objects in it; and though Mr. Mill
repudiates it with contempt, and though he is
exceedingly reticent on this whole subject, he
does say: “We venture to think that a religion
may exist without a God”!

- We will not undertake to defend the motives
of the: Tory opponents of Mr. Mill in Westmin-
ster, in addressmo to him, during the recent Par-
liamentary eanvass, questlons in regard to his re-
ligious belief. It would réquire considerable evi-
dence to show that they were animated with great
zeal for the vital interests of religion in their pro-
ceedings; they wished to defeat Mr. Mill and earry
the Tory candidate. They were politicians, and
they used whatever method promised them sue-

cess.. But they made us acquamted with the
facts, They brought out a characteristic letter
from Mr. Mill, in which he declared, niot that he
was an Atheist, but that whether he were or not
it could make no difference, and that it was a per-
sonal matter which voters had no right to know.

In this position he was, qmte consistent with the
spirit of his plulosophy to, which it is a, matter of
1nd1ﬁ'erence whether there be a God or not..

But ‘Mr. Mill still further betrayed his lean-
ings towards Atheism, by writing a letter in de- |
fense of an Atheist of the grossest and most of-
fensive sort, named Bradlaugh, wbo we beheve,

| like bnnself was a candidate for a place in Par’

“ Bntsyon mll expect of one descended from

v

llameut This act was probably fatal to Mr. Mlll’

)ns views, from want of appreciation of real merit |-

prospects; at all events, Mr. Mill was defeated,

and the result must be an unfolding to the popu-
lar mind, as it could never otherwise have been
done, of the Atheistic leanings of Mr. Mill’s phil-
osophy, the branding of Mu Ajll as a sympathi-
zer with the worst forms of Atheism, and the more
extensive reprobation of the positive philosophy
itself. And whatever less satisfactory features
the case may present, we see that there is in the
popular heart a horror of Atheism. The man who
affects to treat it as a matter of indifference, goes
in the face of the deepest human convictions. The
heaven-daring impiety of denying God is & mat-
ter of indifference only to the most abandoned of
characters or the most perverse of thinkers. An
mdiﬂ'ere_nce to which God or no God, infinity or
vacuity, a Universal Father or a Universal Abyss
are all the same, is intolerable and monstrous. To
try to be non:committal on such a question, is

to try to be in and out of the uuniverse at the
same time, I have 3 nght to suspect man or wo-
man of ineapacity to discharge rightly any duty
in life who deunies the being of a God and so de-
stroys &1l the foundations of duty. And when
the very highest and most responsible duties o

life, those of.government,.are to be entrusted to
my representative, I should consider myself un-
fit to choose a representative, if I were indiffer-
ent to his views on such a fundamental matter
in all human relations as the being of a God.

And the candidate that would persuade me that
his views on that@ubject are ‘personal matters, on
which I should be indifferent, accuses me of in-
competence fo act the part of an elector, as well
as coufesses his unﬁtness to act the part of a leg-
islator.

Atheism in government! that nearest of all
human things to God; that which has nothing but
expediency, association of ideas or force to sustain
it, apart from divine sanctions?  That which em-
bodies the nation’s past, and trains and moulds
the whole nation-for the future? Atheism in a
free government! whichi rests upon personal rec-
titude, self-restraint and” mutual conﬁdence, and
wluch needs for its permanence, to be vital in
in every part with a recognition of the being, the
justice and the infinity of God? What is this but
a deep and horrible delusion, or the morbid faney
of theorists who wish to-experiment in the lives
and well-being of millions of their fellow creatures,
forgetting that religion is a fundamenml principle
of their being?

‘We believe the defeat of Mr. Mill is a sign of
wholesome dread of his errora and of his indiffer-
entism on the holiest of questions, and an encour-
aging proof of the soundness of the popular feel-
ing. There have not been wanting indications of
a similar kind in our recent municipal election,
when two opposing candidates for a high office
were contrasted as religious or irreligious men.
Republicanism in Europe or America must set
itself in undisguised antavomsm to Athelsm and
infidelity. '

P A

p&s= We have beeu accustomed to regard the
Editor of the Independent as a person of rare
literary endowments and of enviable editorial
abilities; as & writer of fine taste, and not want-
ing in the gift of poesy; his quiver well fur-
nished with shafts to pierce error, but not more
keen of edge than polished of surface. That
there was hidden from public view, a side to his
nature, coarse, ‘malignant, envemoned, which
could find utterance only in words of boundless
vituperation, we had scarcely dreamed. Yet
such is the fact. His personal assault upon one
of the Editors of the Evangelist last week, is
enough to make journalists, religious and secular,
hang their heads in shame. “We do not believo
such paragraphs would be admitted to the edi-
tarial page of the New York Herald, or in any
sheet above Brick Pomeroy’s Democrat. Most
unwise Independent! If you wished to pour -
gecorn on Mr. Craighead, why make it patent
to all the world that there is, at least, one Edi-
tor worse than he? We cannot soil our page
with quotations from the article. Suffice it to
say that it is in reply to an aréicle in the Evan-
gelist, sustaining the complaint of Western Con-
gregationalists against the orthodoxy of the Jn-
dependent, and which contains no line or word
to justify such a style of reply.

g& We are pained beyond expression at the
melancholy end. which has. befallen one -of our
well- known, highly useful, honored and able
young.Episcopal ministers, Rev. Robert Parvin,
burned in the recent steamb_oat disaster on tla.
Ohio. His earnest, patriotic spirit, which was
especially developed in connection with the Chri, --
tion Commission, and .deeply evangelical pless.
for the spiritual and bodily wants of the-soldiers,
and his-catholic spmf/ .rendered him more: thun
a-favorite with evéry denommatlon Wé are in.

formed that-He’ had very opportunely insured his
life for $5,000, in an Accident Company, before
he. stnrted )



