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friginal Gommunications.,

REV. A, M, STEWART'S LETTERS,—XXI,
San Francisco, Cal., Oct., 1868.
SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.

My first opportgnity for attending an ecclesi-
astical court this side the contineat, was enjoyed
the past week in this city. During the five pre-
ceding weeks my face had been turned from mid-
dle Nevada towards the meeting of our Pacifie
Synod—known as Alta California, travelling
meanwhile on horseback, by stage, railroad and
steamboat; and preaching in half a dozen differ-
ent places.

It was a great pleasure thus to meet, and gen-
erally for the first time, these ministerial brethren
and elders; and hear thelr discussions; see their
manner of doing things; learn their sympathres
their hopes, their fears, difficulties, trla.ls disap-
pointments and ‘triumphs: Their modes of trans-
acting ecclesiastical business correspond” in some
measure to the rugged, irregular, yet direct man-
ner of the new region. Earnest; good men are
here in the Master's work.. Thé meeting was not
large; a goodly nuimber of thé members being ab-
sedt, ' Two causes: were named for- the absent
number. ‘! ‘ : :

The small pox has been almost an eprdemrc in
San Francisco thé' preésent season; hence those
away and ‘troubled with delicate sensibilities, felt
the imagined odor not to be inviting. The bounds
of thé Synod ‘are all this side the Rocky Moun-
tarns-—lmmense territory. Travelling by stage,
rarl or steamboat, a8 compared with similar East-
ern facilities, is enormously, even exorbitantly
tigh; nor has a reduction in favor of ministers
becofiie an s of the Pacific public conveyances.
Reports were that a number of dear brethren
with 'very limited salaries had not the meéans to
come,

Our: church 18 not strong on this side the von-
tinent ; hot even so large and vigorous as supposed.
This'is not meant comparatively with others, but
nuinerically. * Almost the half of our ministers
here-até ot pastors or evangelists ; not preaching
regdlarly ; some-not at all, but- engaged in. other
avocations. This calamity can be less easily borne
here, tha,& in older and more established localities
of the church. A secularized mlmstry, in the
oyes of'such commuuities a8 these, is a great
hrnderanee to successful: ‘church extension. But
fow of our churches are as yet self: sustmnmg
A long, henvy, patient, uphill business it is to
reache the ‘acme of large; well orgamzed self:
sustaining and missionary churches among so new,
héterdgeneous and changeable people A number
of theso diffieulties which sfill press heavily here
have already been noticed in my letters.

Anong its decisions, Synod resolved, after ma-
ture dehbemtlon, tha! a district Secretary for the
Pacific coast was much needed. One to have in
hand the general interests of the church, to visit
weak placed, open up new fields and keep the ad-
visory'Committee here constantly posted oun all
matters relating to church extension. Without
dny previous intimation or even thought on his
part of such a result, Synod unanimously recom-
mended your correspondent for this - honorable,
responsible and important - position. The com-
mittee here have united in this recommendation
and ask the Eastern Committee to confirm. Ian
& chotee ‘of ministerial work, my preference would
be for the settled pastorate. Should.this matter
come before me for decision, it will receive all the
‘consideration’ its importance demands.

Synbd held - its session” iu* Dr. Scudder’s new
church. To my liking, though not the most costly,
yet in every way it is the most aoreeable hall for
‘public worship heretofore seen. It will seat
‘twelve hundred people. A neat, ready and most
convenient arrangement for extra seats, when
crowded, we noticed and commend to church
builders. The same may be in other chiurches,
but has not hitherto been seen by the writer, In
the end of each pew next the aisle is a handle,
looking merely as an ornament. When an extra seat
is needed, the handle is taken hold éf and pulled,
‘when 2 board with a back for a'seat turned down,
is drawn ot about eighteen inches; the little
back is turned up and a cozyseat is ready. When
/done using, the back is-turned down, .the seat
‘pushed in and the simple ornament remains.

When the fine building was completed, the trus-
teés were forty-six thousand dollars in debt—
~Qalifornia curreney—coin. A somewhat novel
-mode of liquidation' was .successfully. carried
through during the past week., Even more than
the forty-six thousand were raised—the surplus
being for the erection of a Sdbbath school room.
“The annua.l ineome .of the congregation exceeds
~its outlay-about five thousand dollars. - All this,
‘however, was required: to pay the interest on the

- debt without lessening the prineipal. -1t was pro-
i:posed that the members and hearers, all to be
¢ détie within the congregation, loan, without in-
-geredt tothe trustees sufficient to pay the debt
ahpithasstop the,interest, and 'to-be .paid back,

'§fi désived, by the annual surplus. Tt proved more |

thiarra auccesss The cliurch is: free ‘from .debt,’
and from its present prosperity we afe persuaded |
will soon become a fosterer of weak and new mis-
sion places in thé rapldly growing crty

I leave tlus week to visit some new localities'
“along this e‘nd of the i’acxﬁc Rallroad after
.which go again for & time among the mining towns

-of Nevada. A. M. STEWART.

MANSES.

Rev. T. Dwight Hunt of the Presbytery of
Kalamazoo, sends the following synopsis of a Re-
port on Manses, adopted at the late meeting of
that body.

1. The convenicuce which results both to pas-
tor and people. First, in making sure some
suitable home in the parish for the minister, a
thing often very difficult to do, and sometimes
impracticable, when a house is to be’ hired; and
second, to make sure the location of his home in
the place best suited to his work. The right
kind of a parsonage in. the right place removes
every difficulty connected with the suitable and
immediate settlament, and location of the pastor
elect.

2. The peeumary comfort and advantage to
the minister Rimself. Rent is a great bill oiit of
an ordinary. minister’s salary Rent day comes
painfully often, causing the minister more anxie.
ty and planumc, and * trouble, than any other
item of expense. Rent; too, is often advanced
w1t.hout a correspondmo mcrease of salary, caus-
ing mcreasmg straitness and perplexrty More-
over,in & hired house the-minister is subject. to
constant removals, arising from-sale of -property ;

remoyals always wasteful and expeuswe Two

or three removals have sometimes been forced

upon ministers during a single year: ‘

3. The advantage to the minister and fa.mlly
in giving them- a home The parsonage gives
them a fixed" habitation, at least during the pe-
riod of their settlement. Changes of pastorate
are so frequent that, under the most favorable
cireumstances, the cultivation of the home feel:
ing is difficult. Ministers feel and deplore this;
especially when, to the ‘mecessary changes there
is superadded those required by movmg frg one
hired house to another.

This ought not to be. Tu other prof‘essmns
the ministry could locate permanent houses, and
it is due to them from the churehes and. to miti-
gate the evil of their homeless state as far as
possible; by providing a surtably fized abode Aor
them while with*them. . | , y

4. The religious. influence of the parsonage
It tends to wmake the  minister .feel at home
among the people, and so to love, them 'more, and
thus to render the pastorate more profitable;and
permanent. It tends also to domesticate religion
among the people. Especially is‘this true when
time shall cluster about the iminister’s home. all
the sacred associations of years and: generations:
New England parsonages were in this way scaree:
ly less -inspiring than. the .cliurch edifice itsclf,
Of coursé the right kiod of a parsonage isurged,
and one kept in good repair, 6né suitable. every
waywto the wantsiof minister and people; not
the cheapest and oldest,’and most out of the
way place, which the least- money will .buy, of
which the church and people are ashamed, and
in’ which it is unreasonable to expect the minis-
ter to be contented. :

.—*_._’_._..s__._

ANOTEEB. LEAF FROM THE BRAINERD
TREE,

Tn the summier of 1866 was annonnced the
death of Thomas Brainerd, D. D, whrch oceur-
red at Scrauton Few events could' heve cast
a deener shadow over this commupity. A zea-

lous and able minister in the branch of thé |

Chureh to which he belonved Dr. Brainerd roge
far above denommatronel limits.’ Chrrstrans o
every name moirned when hie' was dead.  We'
remember seeing, among others a ‘venerable Ro-
man Catholic come to take a farewell’ look of the
form of the departed while his ‘temaing lay in
their narrow bed. OF threé score years and ten,

somewhat stricken by the effécts of a second at-

tack of a foe whose touch seldomi needs’ ‘repeti- |
tion, yet. retaining his natural force and rarely:
equalled ‘physical ~‘proportions wrthouﬁ mueh’

abatement, bending over the face of the dead-—
his junior by ten ye'rrs—the living shogk with
irrepressible emotion, while- he “endeavoréd to
minister 2 word of comfort to those who had
been bereaved

Dr. Brainerd was equally dlstrnguxshed a8
a citizen and a patriot. ‘His’ heart “would swell,
and his spirit become intensified, as the destinies
of the country approached their crisis. The sol-

dier ever found in him, the sympathles of'; a far !

ther and a friend. Dlsloyalty, whether lurl.mtr
in the form of neutralrty, or undrsoursed breason,
never found *aid and comfort™ in his’ presence
Like Satanin’ his descent from heaven, su¢h
enemies might well have exclaimed, furthest
from thee’ is best.” We went into "Chesnut
street together on Sabbath ‘night, as the Tews of
Lee’s surrender threw our qulet city irito deli-
rlum Parting with. him, at "4 late *hour, in
front of his own door, hxs whole belnv seemed to
glow with gratitude.
“you won't revret"thrs walk ; ‘we have smever
seen the like of- this bef'ore, and will never’ see
such a night again. o The transrtlon ‘from na-
tional joy to national nrrlef dame qurchly On
the night of Good I‘rrday, April 14th, 1865,
Abraha.m Lineoln was slam “A- night-of dark:
ness, of longer duratxou than ‘that which fell on

xpt in the days of” Moses, shrouded the land ;
‘and there was 1o hoht in our dwellings.’ Wlth-

out manuscrrpb and almost: “without 2 selected‘
text Dr. Bramerd““n t’h‘e ‘Sabbath morning fol-.
: lowmg the sad’ event, éntéred ~old Pme ‘Street’

Church Crowded, nnexpect.edly to ‘hlm, toits

fall capacity, and ot 4 hour and a half x‘eached.

with an unction a,nd poWer sieh a8 are’ néver
wielded except by the great in intellect and elo-

quent in speech. Indeed he spoke as though
some miraculous agent had sustained him. We
never knew a man more bountifully endowed to
equal cvery emergency which, in the course of
Providence, he was called to fill,

Amongst his greatest pulpit efforts, perbaps,
may be regarded his sermon, “ We all do fade as
aleaf” A sermon, which the writer of these
lines has thought, in one of its aspects at least,
a8 singularly inapplicable to himself and mem-
bers of his family who have passed  the cloudy
region.” The leaf withereth ; the chilling blasts
waft away its sap and itg verdant coloring ; seared
and yellow, it decays and falls from the tree.

Dr. Brainerd had four children.
early life carried off two—a son and daunghter of
rare hrwhtness and beauty The méssenger ac-
compllshed its errand But the early slain lay
in death’ iike flowers rathér than faded leaves. |
Dr. Bramerd hiriself retired-to rést without pre-
monltlon of approaehmor dissolution and awoke
in ‘heaven! * ‘Slxty ‘years had searcely made a
wrin e,' or “the nort.h wmd (its ‘mark! Two of
his, litlet grandehrldren, who preceded him to
the skres 'but a few. days, fook their departure
after a very bnef ordeal of* suﬁ'ermcr "While
wntmg we have before s a shor(: messacre, Te-
ceived to- day ﬁ'om écranton announcmw ‘the de-
parture of the third chﬂd of Df, Bramerd—-Mrs
Emma G. Bores who dred on Sabbath mormnrr
ab 3 oeloel&‘ Mrs Bores was uot call’ed away
mstantaneously a3 wag her father.  She hiad two
days in Whlch to look forward Wltll Chnstmn
submlssmn and hope to the - eertam and ex-
pected approach ‘of "death ; ‘but we’ ‘may say of
her also “that when in, the full bloom of ‘womap-
hood she took her farewell of earth; her transi-
tion was rather hke the ﬂower takeu to bloom in
the paradrse of God thau the 'leaf whlch Sades
from the branch in autumn o
“Philadelphis; Nov. 2, 1868.
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- A LETTER.
T sat down the other day to write a letter. Af-
ter I had- wrlbten the date and the address a
thouvht came across' my mind, which held my
pen suspended above the paper for several min.
utes. - It was not a suggestion of any thlng new,
stnkmo-,,or valuable; only a sudden realization
of the wonderfal nature of some very familiar
thmo's ‘Such a realization ‘would come to us often
if we pauséd to tlunh of a ‘thousand thmgs which

lfourly

- But this was my thouvht Here isa perfectly
blank sheet of paper—meaning nothing to- any
body except just that. . I makea few’ b}lack marks
upon it, am}behold whn.t a change! I send it
a hundred ‘milés away, to'a dear friend. Tt car-
ries ideas from my mind to hers. It tells her my
thoughts, occupations, interests. .+ It breathes my
love into her heart through the medium ot her
eye, almost as if 1.were close to her, whispering
it into her ear. -How the: cold, blank; lifeless
papet is ‘transformied intoa warn, lmng, loving
thing, by a few strokes.of my pen! So warm and
so loving it may be, ‘that the recéiver can but
show her joy and- answermg love, by kissing the
senseless paper as 1f it ‘were . indeed a- thmu of
life,

take it out of the- great bundle of habits; and look
at,it for a moment.l )

And surely tlus  power ( of' spealrmg to the hearts
of absent fnends, in a. form, too, that is: more-en-
during even than words uttered by the voice, is
one to be. wlelded earefully, in the’ fear -and for
‘the’ serv1ee of our blessed Master, to whom we:
-and all our powers belong "X
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WRONG AT THE START

Tn common with the rest. of my sex, 1, Doreas
Hicks, am;much given to the practice of kmit-
‘ting. - While reading, either silently or aloud, I
‘am ‘in the ‘habit of aiding my perceptions and
-emplo_ymg niy otherwiseidle himds by making
my needles fly and ‘my stoclqnor .grow. To this
| habis of mine the reﬁecmons are due which will
bé shortly set forth. :

Every womin‘at all skifléd in - the noble art of
'kmttluv understands wha.b is meant by ribbmg

=to & knxtter it bears bub ote, *She knows thab
it oné ortmiore stitches ‘are kuit alternately plain
and seamed, (there again the connoisseur will un-
'derstand me) it produces rarsed ridges at even
-dxstanees .running lenvthw1se of the worl.. Thus
‘far by way: «of explnnatlon I,:Dorcas. Hicks, was
“peacefully’ pursuing the - double employment of
teading and ribbing, the other day. I was néarly
acros bhe needle, whwh had -a good many
-stitehes. on, :it,;when I chanced: to look at my
work, and:saw that my ribbing was.not goingon
as ‘it shodld: '+ I was seaming when I should have
been knitting plain. T picked back two or three
strehes to find my mlstake Still wrong.. Two
or three more. Wrong yet. I pulled the yarn
ot of iseveral more, without finding: the one

I—-wrong at the start. thats it. So out came

‘taken, up. gnd the work res.,umed But my mlnd

reading, dwelt tirusingly‘on ithe ‘words “ WaoNG !

AT THE START.”

Fever, in’

we.do as a-'matter. of eonrse, dally—nay, almost,

.. Is there noblnnnr wonderf‘ul in this, When we'

wrong gtiteh for’ whlch T looked I ran my eye.
along all’ the smtches in the row. Aht—thought |

the needle, and down wenit all, the. sbltches to the:
begmmno of'the Tow: - There: ‘was- the: ‘mistake, -
I began with knrttmg plain when I should have:
seamed, | Tlus was. soon set Tight, the stitches.

instead of gmng back to.the book I had been

How easy it was for me, when I found where
my error began, to whip my work all out quickly
and start right! Would it were always as easy
for those who begin wrong, to take out their
mistake and start again right! The errors of a
life often come from being wrong at the stari—
from want of proper care and training at the be-
ginning—{rom setting out with false principles,
or with none at all, from not realizing the impor-
tance of starting right.

‘Certainly a person may begin all fair and well,
and fall into dire mistakes and snares afterwards;
but with a due knowledge of what is true and
right, and a purpose with the help of the Mighty
One to keep in the good way, one is more likely
to go on well to the end, then if he begm his
course in indifférence, ertor, or sin.

Another thought that came to me was this®
If we find ourselves involved in wrong or trouble
caused by our own acts, we had better not be
‘satisfied with smoothing it over and trying some-
how, wé know not exactly how,.to. bring it out
rrghb No—we shall probably find that we were
wrong at the start ; and we had best ‘go to the
root of the matter at once—undo 41l that we can
of what has’ been wrong ; alds! often ‘that isnot
much and start right avam if possible.

We form a plan for pleasure or for profit. It
does not prosper - or succeed’ in its object—it
grieves’ and drsappomts ‘instead. Perbaps we
started wrong, in not asking the blessing of God
uponit; in not being s sure ‘that our motives and
our means were pure’ and generous. It may be
that it was all fair, and that for some other rea-
son our plans have fifled:  But it will be wise
to look well into it, and find out whether we
started right.

There is one great comfort in all thesa Teflec-

tions. 'We may have been altogether wrong at
the start, have gone wrong ever since, and be in

a dark wilderness of perplexity and doubt. We
feel that we canrot undo our errors as we can
our Lmttmfr—m their consequences to-others or
to ourselves, and the thought weighs upon’ us,
But the comfort 1s, that our lives cannot be so
dark, or so wrong, or so harmful, that the subn:
shlne of God’s love cannot; reach us. Althoufrh
we cannob go back and benrm our” work over
agmn we can have all ‘its sin angd evil washed
away from record’ by the bléod of Jesus; and
we can start anew from this moment to do
what ' our hands find to’ do » with light and
strength beyond our own vouehsafed to s

All thig we can have for the sxmple asking in
farth and humlhty for Jesusd’ ‘sake; Then, how-
éver wrong at the start we have been, we may

be sure, throuoh our blessed Savxour s merlts of

bemg RIGHT AT THE END.
- Domms Hrcxs.'
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ORTHODQOXY:IN HIGH PLAGES. .

The following, from the Methodist Home Jour-
nal-of this city,isa deserved tribute to our noble
Chief Magistrate. We understand it is from the
pen of Rev. G. D. Carrow: . . .

In the proclamation of | His Excellency, Maj.
Gen'l John, W. Geary, Gaveraor, of this State, |
appoiating the 26th.inst. a day. of Thanksgivieg,
the following passage; ogeurs.in the last clause of
the document:—“And that our paths through
life may be directed by the example and instrue-
tions of the Redeemér, who d.ed; that. we might
enjoy. all -the ;blessings, which temporarily flow

| therefrom;.and eternal:life in .the world to come.”

It is. well known thata very large majority of
the people of this country are not only Christians
in name, but, subseribe to that grand formula of
Christian, doctrine; which dlstlnctrvely recognizes
-Jesus Christ, in His death on the eross, and, in-
tercession. in Heaven;.as. the sole medmm through
which 3 holy and just Gud can:communicats with
depraved and sinful men; and. bestow upon. them
the temporal and spiritual blessing necessary to
 their happiness in time.and eternity. In the face
.of this-open fact, however,. both State and na-
tional p1oclamat10us of thanksgiving have been
50 worded ag to; completely ignore the .Christian
.sentiment of the people at large. Speaking.for
.the Christian masses of'. the conntry, I may say
that we are not bigots—that we stand pledged to
.maintain unrestricted liberty of thonght, -Speech,
.and woxship; but we are.neither Deists nor Mo-
‘hammedans, and we have a nght to expect tlm.t
our Rulers, When speakmo on Christian subjects
and.recommending the, perf'ormance of Christian
dut,les, shall neither contradict nor ignore what
t.hey know-to be our sentiments. . I. may be_ mis-

taken, but T believe this to be the only msl:a.nee '

in which a Governor of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania has summdned:its peopleto, prayer
and thanksgiving in perfectaccordance with their
religious views.and aspirations. : If it be'the first,
may it not be the last! Ifit be a rare exceptlon,
may the exceptions become ! the; rule! Af we be
neither Duists, nor. Moliammedans,. may our Ru~
lers have the honest, conscientious eourage to say |
so! Governer Geary, as soldler, Chief Maﬂxstrate
-and. statesman, has many-and. great’ clalms upon
the confidence. and gratitude of his countrymen,
and they, will trust. him the farther, and,‘esteem
him: the more; for his, ﬁdehty to- that Redeemer,.
“3vho being in- +the form of GQd -thought it oot

robbery to-be.equal with God; but made himself |

of no réputation, and took upon him the form of
a.servant, and was made in the. hkeness of men;
and being foun'd in faghion ag 2 man, he humbled .
thimself and became obedient untg, death -even. t;he

death;of the cross. .. AV herefore God. also hath
highly exalted him, and given him a pame: which

TRy

is above every name; that at the name of Josy,
every knee should bow, of things in Heaven, ayg
things in earth, and things under the earth; apg
that every tonguneshould confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”
CONSISTENCY.
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VISIT TO0 CHESTER VALLEY.

Chester County, Pennsylvania, is one of the
most attractive portions of our State, and no less
renowned for the hospitality of its people, than
for the fertility of its soil, and the beauty of its
scenery. Here is a rich valley, thirty miles in
length by six or seven in breadth, bordered on
both'sides by bold ranges of hills, and intersec-
ted by glittering. streams, while in all direetions
white barns and farm houses peep through the
folrage, dotting: the green - landscape with their
inviting forms, until the eye can at some points
wander to a distance that seems interminable.
To this peaceful valley we came a few weeks
since, atd the kindness lavished upen us by the
warm-hearted people was literally unbounded.
Their - hearts, their houses; -and their pulpits,
were open ‘to'a's‘, and-‘sucha- response was given
to that noble cause which we represented, that
is, the cause of the Sailor, as cheered and gra-
tlﬁed our hearts.

The Presbyterian Churcli ‘of Hast Whlteland
New School,.made a donation:of $50 to constl-
tute Rev. A. M. Stewa.rt their pastor, now ab.
sent on ‘the' Pacific Ooast,"a Life: Direetor of - the
Penna Seaman’s I‘rrend Society, and - promised
the additional sum of $15 from the Sunday
School for..the: purpose of placing a_library on
board one of our ships. The.. Presbytermn
Churéh of Reeséville, New School;, made a:dona-
tion of 850 to constitute their pastor, Rev. Tho-
mas J. Aiken, also a Lifé Director, and pro-
mised $15 from the Sunday School for a Sea
Library. ~ The Presbyterian Church of -~ Great
Valley, Old School, made a donation of 850 to
gobstitute Rev. Edward Payson Heberton, their
pastor, 3 ‘Life Director of the Society. Lon
life, peace, and prosperity to the kind 1nh'1lntants
of Chester Valley D. H. EMERsON.

LA . !s" ‘ ® :
RE-UNION ITEMS.
In the Assembly of 1837, the before loosely

eharo'ed errors assumed sha.pe, in sixteen. propo-
sntmns brought ‘to, the- attention of that Body,
throutrh the memorml proposed by the conven-
tion, whlch preceded its meeting. In reply to
these propositions, the New School placed them
in one coluimn, and in contrast with them, in an
opposite colamn, their real opinions. So great
was the drfference, and so plainly the contrast
was made to appear, that no alternative was left
but to admit the ¢harges were erroneous; or to
deny the moral honesty of the accused. The
latter was uifortunately adopted. That expose
(the true doctrine, in place of the error charged)
received the sanction of the entire New School
party then; and a seeond endorsement, after a
year’s reﬂectxon by the same body, in a large
and full represenbatron at the convention at Au-
burn. 1By that expose they are. still willing to
stand. * And if they are to receive the credit due
to respectable christian men, we can now predx-
cate of them no drﬂ'erenees in doctrinal views,
from the opinions of the Old School, which should
prevent their reunion ; or which are at-war with
‘the “:Calvinistic. system " or the terms of adop-
tion of the Confession of Faith.

.. The New. School had denied they held the
opunons ascrlbed to them.” They demanded ju-
dicial investigdtion according to ‘the legal forms
of the Church. Two- men, supposed to be rep-
reséntative men, were selected. and ;prosecuted.
They yielded full obedience -to all the constitu-
tional forms, and by. their Presbytenes first, and
by the Assembly as the higheést court and last
resort, in Mr. Barnes’ case were acquitted ! Their
real-opinions were disclosed ‘in these processes;
‘and by the decisions those opinions were officially
and judicially declared to be consistent with the
“(alvinistic system”—wrﬁh the . Confession of
Fiith, and the terms of subscription. The Gene-
ral Assembly is' the’ highest tribunal’ known to
the Presbyterian -constitution. Its . decisions
carry the weight. of the. denomination, for here
the wisdom and. grace of the. whole church are
supposed to aggregate; and it is the received
doctrine of the o’ Sehool charch, that its au-
thority- covers, ‘and'démands the respectful acqui-
escence and subnnssron of all the other .judicato-
ries and the. people of the denomination. —¢ Com-
-mon Faith” in_The Western Presbyterian. [0.8.7

If then each School, after so much delibera-
‘tion, ‘ean smcere]y receive and adopt the West-
minster Conféssion of Faith, and the Larger and
Shortér Catechisms, as each now has them, be-
cause they eontain. the s ystem of doctrine taught
in the Holy Scriptures, let reunion be consum-
mated. - We -shall still go ‘into it with' some
‘tretubling, but yet heamly ‘We do not, as our
readers. ‘well: know, réegird it ‘as the hesf. thing
possible, but,’as lfnwou.ld seem, as-the best: thm"
practicable. - If each church was in a normal
condltlon, each eontented and, happy holding
and enjoying ifs own peculiarities, bus fully de’
voted to the Master’s ‘tause, and ﬁlled with love
and a co-operative * spirit, greatly more would be
-accomplished by.our- continuing in two organizi-

thDS, than by our. becoming one. But we are

not in that condition. We are 'egltated Some,
reckless ‘they’ may be,

but ‘they have influence,
are determmed on reunion;and will open neither
ears, nor heart, ner undersbandmg 40 anything
else; like Rnchael when she said, “ Give we
::‘hlldren, or I die;” and like Israel who said,
Give us a kmo' ” and like an inconsiderate
‘daughter, who says, «T must and will marry the
‘man.”? Then taking -things as they are, let
there be reunion, prov1ded only that it be on
right, prmelples—on the principles above indi-
cated “Xirst pure, then, peaceable.” Truth
we must eonserve and propawat,e ‘But past un-
pleasantness e will “not neédlegsly recall. We
will'sink; it permitted; all Hstorical: distinctions-
‘Liet. the reunited:ichurch- be one.- homogeneous
body; each' member becoming assumlated to the
,perfect,one, and each cherishing. charrty, and
‘“ esteeming other better t.llan themselves.” Then
tlfe ‘enlarzed churgh may “grow yet larger, and
‘purer; pand moré ebtrao‘tlve “dnd-better accoml’hs
| theend. of . cher:. high sand:; holy, calling.—
North Western Prosby!enan




