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SINGULARITY OF FAITH.

There ever has been, and for ages, perhaps,
there will be, a s1ngnlar1ty in the position of the
true believer. The call addressed to the. father
of the faithful, summoning him from his eountry,
from his kmdred and from his father’s house,
rings through the ages, and is heard in much the
same significance to-day as it was then. . Most
extraordivary and unlike all extant examples
was the conduct of Abraham. While great mi-
grations were taking place all over the world
and the ancient foundations of kingdétms and em-
pires were being laid by “ mighty hunters and
enterprising men of the world, the: childless
Abram, in his old age, with his nephew Lot, went |

forth at the divine' command, not knowing
whether he went; he came out, not only from his
own kindred, but from all the idolatrous world
to found a people and to obtain a eountry, for the
purpose of maintaining and handing down to la--
test times the truths and the institutions of reli-
gion. His object drew a broad line between
lumsell' and all the worldly colonizers of his day.
His mode of secking that object, without arms or
worldly accessories, illustrating the strength and
simplicity of his faitk, made the peculiarity -of
his position still more marked. He was a pil-
grim and o stranger on the earth. Nay more..
He was singular among those who show zeal for
the establishment and present success of the
kingdom of God on earth. He waited a guarter
of a century, in unshakea faith, for the first' re-
motest event in the long series needed. for the
fulfilment of the promiss. . He lived and died
without owning a foot of the soil, save as a bury-
ing pluce, of the promised land. He showed inv
debd, that the final object of his fuith Wasno mere
earthly development of the ‘kingdom of God.
“But now,” says the writer of -the Hebrews,:
chup xi: 16, “they ‘seek a better country, that
is a heavenly”” The ‘mere expectation’ of ihe
earthly glory or success of the 'divine kingdom’
. could not explaln the.stendfastngss of the. ﬁp.tb
" of men who could have no share-in that prosperi-
ty. - They « looked for a city which hath foun-
dations, whose builder and maker is God:
Wherefore, God is not ashamed to ‘be called therr
God ; for He hath prepared for them a city.”
: How true it still remains that the act of faith
. makes the beliaver a singular person! He comes
cout from the mass of the world, as truly as
Abram came from Ur and from Haran.  He- be-
 comes an “ emigrant ”’ (Hebrew) from the Meso-
potamia of worldly ease and idolatry, and a stran-
ger and a pilgrim on the earth, finding no per-
manent, satisfactory resting place, even in'the
earthly Canaan of the Church. Sometimes he
must imitate Abram by a literal forsaking of
home and kindred and father’s house, . Of one
thing he may be sure : he will find himself placed
by his faith in positive antagonism to some of the
mrevalent tastes, opinions, maxims and practices
bt the world. At some time, at many times in
Bthe life of faith, it will be necessary to take an
Battitude of marked opposition to what is fashion-
ble and popular among men. -
Tt is of the very nature of faith to link the soul
0 an object above the world, and singular -in the
bworld’s estimate. Faith is the activity. of the.
spiritual principle, which cannot be satisfied with
fpresent, common, worldly objects, ‘- and  which
reaches out after an object that can bestcw spiri-
Mual pood. Abram knew that all the. worldly
ovewents going ou’ around him, fashionable
nd popular as they were, could not satlsf'y the
ants of man, who, in his inner heart, lonﬁ's for
,eﬁe Seed of the woman to bruise. the Serpent’
head His faith kept alive in man this hope,
hich natural corruption and the Serpent- him-
If are continually laboring to - overwhelm and
to render unpopular.
RBthose who now cherish faith in Him who was to:
bome, must be singular among the masges, who:
re led and blinded by worldly desives, by passion,
By selfishness and sense. The believers’ interest
s in the spiritual nature of man. They desire
he salvation of the soul from guilt and sin and
hell,
riendship and communion. of God through the
B pirit of His Son, they find their trae and their
ghighest pleasure. ‘The ‘o8t pr’ecrons words of
BRonsolation, and the most solemn . declarations of
BRuthority, they find in the Ward of God. ' Even
geyond the triumphs of the. Kingdon of Christ on

andations whose bmldcr ‘and maker is, God

ation of the Sons of God, for the adﬂptw“r
g resurrection of the body

b

.should be 1y

And while “sin abounds,’

through a Redeemsr In the favor and

jreh, they look and long for’ the' ‘oiby’thiat Hathl’

9y Wait, With earnest expectation, for the mani-

numbered among,thezfollowers of faithful Abra-
ham. He who refuses to encounter the disappro-
val of the fashionable world, the love of populari-
ty, the frown and estrangement of friends ‘and

in the service of the Master. There are faif-
weather Christians, who seem, like Lot, to have
chosen the path of the faithful, but who,’ when
trial comes, prefer the tents of ease in the fertile
but godless vales of Sodom, rather than the con-
tinued march thro\xoh unknowi tracts at the call
of duty. | :

Smgulanty, npt needlessly assumed but re-,
sulting. from - the consistelt, prayerful followrng’
of gospel principles, always ‘accompanies:- great
achrevements fot! God Men who'are ‘not afraid
to he marked by ‘the world’s dlsdam, are needed
for the serions wqu of -the world. ~How like
Abram in’ faith, in purpose, and inthe work they.
accomplished; were the. Pilgrim Fathers! Like
them, like. Abram, like Moses, we must really
come out from. a Wrclred world and daré to be
srngular, if we, would save our souls and cqutr.rbute
to advancmg the spmtual welfare of mankmd

SACRAMENTAL - GRACE ,AND TllE‘ WEST-'
MlNSTER CONFESSION.
"The last war-cry of the obstructwe party i in the
Old School Chureh is « Give us the Standards,
pure and simple, as.the Basis of Union. Away
with safe-guards which mean nothing, which are
a nois of Wax in the bands of each party to . the
contract We know what the Confession is ~and
means, and what union on that Basis 1mplles
Who knows what union on the Assembly’s Basis |
implies 7’ Such is the burden of the Pittsburgh
Circu'ar movement; by’ which many men, not
themselves obstructives, hive been deluded—we
can use no mildér word-—into eooperation with &
plan, whose result will be the temporary and pos-
sibly final defeat of the. Re upion movement.
We might.very, wcll take gxception’ to- the ex-
pression “ the 'standards,  pure and simple,” a
conveymg an ntterly false lmﬁressron at thé out-
start. ~ That_is & platform upon which the Old
Sqhool never stood _Dr. Hodge himself assures-
us, that.if it were thellaw of the body.that assent

Weetm‘ins‘ter'(lonfe‘isroh the Old School Church
would not hold to«rether for twenty four hours

The terms of ministerial. commumon prescrrbed;
by the.Constitation- reqmre assent to. the:Confes-
sion, not purely and simply, but as embodyrng
« the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Serip-
tares,” ‘which is something™ very different. It
has been urged that the proposed Basis which is
to be expressed in; thé above words, will be more
acceptable to Presbytermns of the mrnor Bran-
ches (or twigs) of. the Church. . But the new
term is just as: objectionable to: them as the old:
one was. They would not, nor would any of the"
British Presbyterian Churches, except the U. P.
Church of Scotland, admit to ministerial stand-
ing one who could go no farther in his accep-
tance of the Standards:than is required by the
question prescribed in'the ordination ceremony.”
The organ of one of ‘our Psalm- srnglng Churches
confesses that it can see no ddference between
“ system of doctrrne and « substance of doc-
trine.” o

In a word, none of our Old School brethren
really propose to adopé *thie ‘Standards, pure and
simple”’ as-a Basis of Union, either among them-
selves or with us. They ask us to; accept simply’
the old formnla prescrlbed by . both churches in
their ¢ Co«nstrtutronal Questrons .a formula
which just carries.us as far away from. ¢ the
Standards pure and simple,” as do the clauses in
the Assemblies’ Basis, which they find so’ objec-
tionable. Those clauses add nothlno and take
away nothing from that formula. Taken,in con-
nection with the concomitant deliverances of the’
two Assemblies, they give it a definite and ex-

plicit meaning, guarding against excessive l‘lﬂldl-'
ty on the one hand and excessive laxity on the
other.
equitable and practicable, a Basis on which we
insist as’ the only one before the Presbyterres and
on whrch ‘Wwe trust our Church will inaist as ‘her
ultimatum on this vexed question.

Behind all this out—cry for “the Standards
pure and srmple,” there lies an: assumptron of an,
entire-accord between the theology of the Confes-
sion and .that taught at Princetdn; and the other
Seminaries of the Old School Church ‘We aré
not disposed to. coneede ‘the’ truth’ of this assump-
tion on any poiut. - Even on; tbe head 80 Tecently.

mooted by The Weitern .Presbytenan, the: ¢ Fede-
ral Headship ” doctrme, Princeton': takes  but
half' the Westminster doctrine aid leaves llalf :
The Westminster dwmes set themselves to - com—\
bine two theories,—the old Augustrman realistic
- | doctrine of ‘actual: identity; and. the thon : new: |
fangled Ooocelan federal doctrme of o legal rden-‘

-vin, take the first half of 'the doctrine; Dr.
"Hodge aceepts the second ; Dr. Breékenridge tries
‘to accept’ both and, in true Westminster style, to

family, must not expect to accomplish anythmv jSlt on two stools.

 cdntinnally talk as if the Confession were their

| mitister theology—-—the doctrine dl' the-‘Sacra-

1 ishly. employed -and in time somttenly exhausted,;

.| ness with the contest and i 1n sucha barrenness of

| divine grace, .but;simply.as outward symbols. and,;

1. every. fatedient. h-rthed

+| He_becometh’ very nourisliment and food to ‘our,

They fornish a Basis of Union alike . .

JHe who dares ‘ot be singular iy not ﬁt fo be:J

whom she beld close commumcatmn, and’ whom

Prof. Shedd and-other modern realists, like Cal-

And yet the, Princeton men

private property, thotigh when called on to prove
property, they have (like Hodge on_ the Romans)
to stick in. a "jpntatlvely ” here, )g ©legally
there, and-a. ¢ forensically elsewhere.. .
-‘But letius look at’ another side ‘of the West-

miénts; This question is one whose lmportance,
untll 2 very Tecent, period, has been much . less
than in the,times of the Reformers. 1t was-dis-,
cussed with!such fury im the earlier days-of the:
Protestant - Churchies’ that ‘one’ mlkht “hiivg al’
most expeeted ‘thi§ sacrament of Chmstran love,
this foast of eharrty, by the common consent
of mankind and in the interests of Cleristian
charity, to be at once and for ever abohshed

Subtlety of distinction, vehemence of spxr' ",t:he
zest of stholarly research, and all that can give an,

b

interest to controversy. seem o havc been 80. lav-

that men ceased to: wrangle through utter weari-

soul, a8 laid. the churches open to the. ﬁrst inroad,
of rationalism. . Of the four prevalent tbeorles,
we shall speak.only of the two which found-a
place in‘the Reformed or Presbyterian Churches:
The oldest of these, that of Zwingle, regatds the
Sacraments not as the channels.of a gnpernatural

witnesses of the reality of that grace. Baptism:is-
simply ‘an 6utward ‘sign, by which ehildren are_
admitted to the fellowship of the visible Chureh;
not having:in -itself, nor being asseciated with
any. purifying influence. - The Lord's Supperis
simply a ‘memorial feast; designed by'its solemn
associations and srmple rites, to' bring’ the truths

‘ of the gospel bef‘ore our mmds and by 1ts trans- s

and, hrstorrc truth of - the redemptl,ven ork of
Christ. If this doctrine is‘the oldest, it: is also
ths most w1dely disseminated. Tt is 80" far ‘as
we know, held by every branch of the ‘Presbyte
rian.- famrly, wherever the Engllsh, fngnage. 1&,
wpoksn; Itis taught ih ‘their. books; enforced -in!
their tracts, ‘proclaimed’ from their -pulpits;- scat-
tered broad-cast by their press. Every attempt-
to ‘make’ ‘more than this (lf the sacraments is)
frowned upon, as_is sufficiently;evinced by their
attitude towards the High Church parties in the
German 'Reformed - and - Episcopalian' Churches.’
“ And,” perhaps our “Standards-pure-and-sim-
ple” " frlends would -add, it is avowed in, our
-Confession and Catechlsms »

1. Before proceeding to ask: whatnthe teachmgs
of our standards on:this point are, let nsnote what
the probabilities of the case, in s historical point’
of vieware.” For many people’ take this matter for’
granted, and'look upon all questlonmg of it as.
pnrely absurd i

It is. not;. probable .in view of' the hxstorrcal
facts ‘that the Westminster: Confession ' teaches
our current Zwinglian doctrine. (&) “The
Church of ‘Scotland, up to her adoption of the
Westminster Standards had a Confession of her
own one of such'an origin. .48 to .command her'
highest respect ::The Scottish Confession’ of
1560, sometimés '¢alled '« John Knox's Confes:
sion.” In.that -document Zwinglian. doctrine
receives very full and emphatic notice.. . It says :

"We utterly oondemn the vanity of nthose that“af-
firm the sacramients to be nothing but naked and
bare signs; .no, we assuredly believe that by baptism
Wwe are.. engratted in’Christ Jesus; to-be made parta-.
kers of His justice [righteousness], whereby our sins
are covered and Temitced : and also that in'the Sup-
per, Tightly used; Christ Jesus is'so joined to us that |

souls: . . . this union and conjunction, Whlch we
have with the: body and blood of Christ' Jesus, in the
right-use of:thesacraments, [is] wrought by~ the ope-
ration of the Holy Ghost, who by true faith carriéth
us_above all things which are visible, carpal - and

earthly, and maketh us.to feed upon the body and R

blood' of Christ J esus, wlnch was once; broken and |
shed for us, which' ia' now ' in heaven, and
. and yet notwithstanding thefar distance of place

yet. we most assnredly -beliéve that the bread
which we break is the-comniunion of the body and
blood of Chrjst,” & [y

- Such is- #the statement of the. rfalth of the’
Church of Scotland ati: the date of the assem: |
bling of  the" Westmmster drvrnes ‘Tt is not a
statement of Zwmodranrsm, for it condemns as’
“ yanity” our currentdoctring. It isa statement
of the oppesite Reformed-doctrine, or of Calvinism,
and’ will save us'the trouble ‘of settrnb‘ that be-
lief before ot réaders in Guff'c own Words. " Now,
are we to suppose‘that the Scottrsh Church’
chauged ‘Ther belief. 1n'the twmklmg of :an eye,—
that on the evening of the day on. which she
adopted the Westminster Standards, she accepted
doctrine whrch in‘the: mornmg shi had denounced
as “vanrty?” S "

(b)"N'I)nerot' the rBeformed Ohnrches vnth

ll 4 it s

~¢n .
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Wéstm)nster’
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' ‘x'}lbl

LS . elnl

ookl

;the slgn and the thing slgmﬁed ” &o. .

and the 'word of institution, whlch contams
a promise of | benefit to, worthy receivers.’

— T
ers insisted”on as models of what a Reicl:

Cliurch ought to be, held that Zwinglian d{{..}; ’
_Our currént doctrine=> -

trine of the sacraments.
was confined: to German Swrtzerland Reformed
Franee: and - Germany united with Holland and

Geneva in teaching the Calvinistic doctrme con-

tained in the above extract. _
(e.) The great phrlosophre revolution which
made , the: Zwrnghan doctrine popular—the es-

. tablrshment of the philosophy of %-common sense’’

by'Johin'Locke;,—was not acconipliskied until Pu-
ritanism ‘had  bedome Dissent and the Stuarts

were about to yield the throne,—not till long
after; the. Westminster Assembly were; in. their:

graves.

. II, The phraseology and doctrinal statements
of the Westminster Standards are Calvinistic,
and not Zwrnghan What we..mean . by, « Cal-
vinistic,” the reader wiil note is expressed in
the extract' given above: by Zwinglianism we

Jnean our eurrent explanatron ‘of the sacraments
as merg. symbols and memonals
ster Confession teaches us that the sacraments

The Westmrn—

are “ holy signs and s8alf of the covenant, . .

instituted . .’ to confirmi odr ;interest'lﬁin,’Christ.’ ’

Tt tells us that « There is'inevery sacrament a

spmtnal felation ot ‘sacramental union between
It speaks
of « grace conferred by” and of « grace exhibi-
ted * i in or by the sacraments rlghtly used ;” of
an “ eﬂicacy” which « depends not on the plety”
of the mmrster “but on the work of the Spirit

So,
the Larg}e’r ’Catechwm teaches us that a sacra-

ment is’ desrgned o “ exhibit’ [1. e apply, as in.

thé Shorter Oatechlsm ,] unto those that are wrthm

the covenant of grace the bencfits of his, medla-o
‘tion 'to strepo'then andi 1ncrease theu- falth and a]l

other graces, " &c also 1hat u the parts ofa sacra-
ment sre two . ’. an ontward and sensible srgn,
an mward and’ spmtnal grace » Both cate-
| chisms ennmerate the sacraments among “ the
outward 'and: ordmary means,” which * are made
effecttial to the elect 'for their salvation” and

“ ‘whereby Christ communicates to” Hrs Church‘

the benefits of His medlatron »

» “The’ Confessmn calls. Baptism' g seal of 1nmf 1
tlng into Chrlst,
‘spmtual eﬂicacy to thrs now ev rscerated term, is
seen by the reést of the chapter (xxvnl) where,

Al ’bnt that 1t attaches ‘the 1dea of

“y grace ¢ and’ salvatlon are said not to b'e «@ 80 in-
separably ahnexed to it as that no person can be
sived and regenerated wrthout it, or that all bap
tized ‘are nndoubtedly reoenerated ’—statements
thg correlates of whlch any 1 reader can. supply
for hrmself It fnrther speaks of ¢ the eﬂicaey

| of baptrsm ? a8 “not tied to « the trme of admin-

istration,” and affirms that  the grace promrsed”
is really ¢ exhibited [applied], and conferred by

the right use ‘of this ordinance” upon the’ elect ,

The Larger C‘atechzsm requires us to ** improve
our baptlsm by consrderatron of ‘the nature of it,

| and of the. pr1v1leges and benefits conferred and

sealed thereby.”

On. the Lord’s Supper the teachlnv is strll
more " explxcltly Calvinistic. The - Confession
enumerates as among the ends souo-ht in its in-
stltutlon u r.he sealing all beneﬁts of Chrlst s sac-
rificial. death unto true believers™and ‘¢ their
spmtnal nourishment and growth in him.” Nay
—tell 4t pot in Mercersburgh nor, whrsper it ih
Oxford ! 'the’ Westmmster .divines teach the
REAL PRESENCE OF CHRISTS BODY

AND.. BLOOD in this sacrament, fencing in

that statement - with the usual Calvinistic safe-

guardsi * Worthy receivers, outwardly partakmd

of the vlsible e]ements in this sacrament do then

also mwardly ,by fartb really and mdeed, yet not.
carndlly and- corporally, ‘but. splrxtually, réceive:
. the'body|:

and feed upon Christ erucrﬁed
and blood of Cbrlst being then not corporally or’
arnally, in, with, or nnder the bread and wine;

eb.as really. but spmtuall present to the farth~
yet 8.1 ’ | the right of the Chnrch to. declde ;the question: of

. [ allegiance, as between two: hostde govermments,

-as; the - elements to . the ontward Bénses.”
So, too, the Catechisms, : : -

These guotations are quite sufficient to ‘show
that the authors of the ‘Westminster Standards

| held the. Calvrmstlc doctrlne of eﬁ‘icacrons sacra-

mental. grace,——that they. tauOht a real-connee-.
tion- between -the -outward iordinance and ‘the

workmgs of "God’s Spmt —that‘ while they did’
not absolutely conﬁne 1t on, erther hand by de-'

clamng there was.. no grace wrthout: the sacrament

or- no sacrament without! grace, they yet held |
that “the sacramentS Weré'in ordinary ‘cases the'

means of vrace the channels by’ wlnch it, was
xmparted to the souls of the elect. -
to.a regeneratmg eﬁicacy in. baptlsm and’ areal.
presence - of tlle body and. blood of the: glonﬁed

humamty*as well: -8 ‘the’ omnrpresent drvrmty of:

b i ‘J,

Chnst in the Eueharlst

dcctrrnes we shall not now inQulre nor yet how

¥ Used hera in, the old pense, whl ltA etxllr retmns
| in medseme, as equrvalent to ¢ npplied.”,
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e:@esee Evangehst No. 11es.

. danoer to us also

+ They held_

o Miniat
{ Ad ers $2.50 “H.

dress : 11334 ¢ Miss. $2 0.

Chestnut Strees

Cp h Stdndards

pul‘e—a ., ””

e0-
a p
Ve eévery reagon

to be-
terian

IDass of all the Presp
Gven o4

integrity oft houoh
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the edifice? IF'dne may prck and"
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not snother ?
‘Thete is anothér" aspect of the case Wh.

of far greater practrcal’rmportance- We live

a day of suddén atid stupendous ecclesiastical rev-
olutions, which have beéen bronght about—some
by those who contemptuonsly reject the doetrinal
statements of" the ‘fathers,—some by those who
profess a snperstltlous reverence for them.. It is
in keeping free from either of .the tendencies—
in avoiding-alike the looseness of the Broad
Church, and the rigidity of the narrow Church,
that the safety of Presbyterianism lies. The great
“Churchlyand Catholic” revival which haslargely
revolutlomzed the Reformed Church of England,
the Lutheran .Church of Germany and Amerrca,
and Denmark, and the German Reformed Church
of Ameriea, gives warmng of a not impossible
There are signs enough on
every side, on this and the other side of the At-
lantic, that the peculmr aesthetic temperament
to which it appeals is no stranger among us. To
idolize a Confession of Faith which embodies so
largely the sacramentarian elemext as does that
of Westminster, is to strengthen the hands of our
‘minor Puseys, Gruntvigts and Nevins, to make
surg their suecess in revolutron The tendencies
toritualism and ‘ecolesiasticisth a are plarn enough to
any one who has read  the signg of the times.
Their advccates wlll ask for ten years to be toler-
rated ; for ten mere they will ask equality; and
before thp generatren has passed ‘they will demand
he mastery Are we prepared to help them by
* ,outcry l‘or 4thé Standards, pureand slmple”"

i —
e

@Relwmus Intolerance is not q‘ulte dead
yét, as recedt events in both hemrspheres show.
In Spam, 2, schoolmaster “is imprisoned for
teaching his pnplls Protestant doctrine; in Por-
tugal aBritish subject is subjected to & vexatious
prosecition-for holdrbv ‘meetings among the Ro-

o

—p-

| manists. In Bavarla an edltor 1s lmprrsoned for

saying § that the Chnrch’s hohdays are too numer-
ous and foster indolence. In Morocco the Sultan

| has to interpose to prevent the Jews from bemg

a8 ruthlesslessly butchered as’are unionists ‘or ne-
groes in Texas. In Chili the priests stir up “‘lewd
fellows ‘of the baser sort,” to assail the missiona-
ries of the American and Foreign Christian Union.
In Texas a member is: prosecuted before his
church for radrcahsm in takmg office under the
‘military authontres, ‘and | falhno to appear, is
expelled.

- & A movement has been set on foot to es-
tablish a church in Raleigh, N.'C., in connection
with the Northern 0. 8. Assembly, and ‘at the
first. meetrno in the Hall of the.House of Repre-
sentatives $500 was raised for the purpose. The
Noith Ciroling Pretbytenan stlgmatrzes this as
“a political rather than s religions movement”
and “ cannot find langnage in which to express
[1ts] condemuataon of such wickedness.”:

< g Dr:'N. L. Rice has aecepted the Presl-i.i;: ] 3

Testimony” Synod of Missouri, although as The
Western Presbyzerzan shows, he voted. for and de-
fended the very measnre of ‘the Old School As-
sembly, o which that lamous mamfesto poiired '
out vials of wrath . Tas save lns ponsrstency be denies

and yet holds that it “is her nght and duty to
bear witness' ‘aghitist’ rebelllon, ' which is nothing
| but the settrng up of s pew goverument in oppo-
sition, to the lawful one.

paz= “Thé chkedest Man in New York " (so
called) has at last, it is andounced closed hxs low
dance-house and tarned it into a sort. of Magda-
len Asylum, a praye;-meeting having held in.it
last Sanday evenmg “We are glad afterbeen all
the troiible takén over his conversmn, that it has
not proved a mare’spest. . ‘

B&eIn the Mary Anne szth abductron case,
the prrestly kidnappers, not content with - trying
to rmn"’the reputa,t}on of the girl whom they have
lmpnsoned among bad characters in the Newark

d o | *House .of ‘the ‘Good Shepherd,” ~have been
How mnch may be sard in, defenee, of these,

amusing themselves with forgery: They have.
phbhshed a8 hers letters] which- the gitl éon‘ld_%
not possibly have written, and “which” eveu the"

.| sécular Press stigmatizes as falsehoods. ;

dency of the Colleo'e of ‘the “‘Declaration and



