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‘§IN AND SUFFERING IN THE UNIVERSE.

Letters addressed to the HMon. Gerritt Smith,
of Peterboro, New York.

BY ALBERT BARNES.
PREFATORY NOTE.

The following letters were written during the
last winter, by the aid of a machine, in reply to
one, in pamphlet form, addressed to me by the
Hon. Gerrit Smith, of Peterboro, New York.
Ciroumstances, ng§- now necessary to be referred:
to, have prgmmtgd their being published uatil
the prodent time. The title of Mr. Smith's
etter was, “A Leatter from Gerritt Smith to
Albert Barnes. 1868.” "It is not at all as a
perso’nal matter, with, which the public could
have no interest, or with any view to set myself
right before the public, that these letters in reply
to the one addressed to ‘me by Mr. Smith are

i AR ook i . - PE
Rriqtgd, ;bu!t sole,l:y beggtga; tl}e subqutl is ?f great,
importance to the world.. It was for this reason,
and this ouly, it may be presumed, that Mr.
Smith had his letter to me printed, and that it
was seut to me in that form only. For this rea-

slon, _alad, and no other, my reply to him is pring- :

ed in the form which I thiok will be most wse-
ul, 1t is not improper, I trust, as it is not de-
signed to be disrespectful, for me to say that it
seemed to me that Mr. Smith’s letter was not

ﬁ?ted to do as much harm, as’ :{.,Eéggcrhans/wé;p;

might do good.  Hence these’ letters ia reply to
his, ot
In order that that there ‘might be' no suspicion
of unfairness in the Are:p‘ll_[y,&I‘ have copied without
change or omission, the parts of his letter refer-
ring to the points under consideration, and have
thus in'fact reproduced his entire argument, and
almost the whole of his pamphlet. o
_ " " ALBERT BARKNES.
PHILADECTHIA, June 20, 1868, , '
... . LETTERI .~
Hoy, GerriT SMITH; . . S
My Dmar Sie: When, nearly . forty-eight
yeirs ago, I became a’student of Hamilton Col-

-1 4 f

Jogé, your naine wis tore fréquently referred to-

than that of any one who had graduated at that:
Yostitution, You-had preceded;me by four or
five years. You had received the highest honor

in your class, and your high social position, your

warth and genérots’ nature; and your ‘acknowl-’
eédged talents and’ schiolbship, led to-auniversal

expcetation of a high-career of hounor and:useful-

RQBS-, oy . R T L S oo T o
. Xb;bas 50 -happened, I believe, that_although
we were born in the same vicinity; though we
graduated at the same’ college’; ‘though we have
Both been ‘with some prominence before the: pub-’
lig;: atid. though we have taken & wirm interest
in the groat. questions which have been' before
the nation, and. which have so deeply and per-
thahently ‘affected ‘our national affairs, we Have
never. met,'tior do I Yemeémber t8 have ‘seén’ you'
but once::: In common; however; with:thousands:
of others; I have rejoiced in your widé‘'and: noble:
philanthropy ; in your ardent love of liberty ; in-

yo},l‘ friendship for the oppressed and the wrong-
ell’}" in your oppésition to the worst liw that was
ever enacted in a land of freedom—the *Fugi-
tive Slave” law; and in-all that you have done
for suffering humanity, and for the happiness of
L S R
. Now, as we are. approaching® the termination
of our long course, you have been pleased:to ad-
dress me in a printed pamphlet, on a subject
which cannct be denied to be the most impor-
tant that edn ccoupy the attention of man at any
period of life, and which is eminently appropri-
ate to those who are approaching, as we:are, the
invisible world. It cannot be improper, espe-
cidlly as you have invited me'to the task, to in-.
guire whether the views which you have ex-
pressed in-your lettér to me, and’ which must be
regarded as your mature opinions on the subject’
of religion, will be in the line of; the benevolence'
of your long life, will tend to promote the happi-.
dess of the world when we shall have. pssed
aWay. o '
- It'is mot improper-for me to say that we ‘havé
both arrived at a period of life when, so far ‘as
we are personally concerned, an. unspeakable im:
portance must be attached to the utterance of
our'opinions. In earlier life, we could hope to
be able to recall dud repair what 'we might find’
on msturer reflection to be erroneous’or injuri-’
ous. We can entertain no such hopenow. For
good or for evil, what we utter goes forth to the-
world, and, escaping from our lips or our pen, it
i8 beyond our reash foréver. T do not gay that
this fact gives us any claim to the attention of
" qur fellow-mén, or that any special. importapce
should be attached to our sentiments eu that:
account; but no man approaching very near the
etersal world can fail to désire that his last ut-
terances should be inwaccordance with truth, and
should be such as will promote the happiness of
the world when he has gone tJ his grave.! It is
with this view, with the highest dégree of re-
gpegt for yourself personally; that' I shall exam-
ine with treedom the letter which you: have been
pleased to address to me. o
The passage..on which your letter to me is
founded, referring to the existing facts in. shis
world in regard-to ‘sin and’ misery, and to the
punishment of the wicked in' the futare world, is-
the following: . . . ... . i
;. ¢ I confess, for one, that I feel them; and feel them
more sensibly and powerfully the more I look at them,
and the longer I live: I do not understand these facts,
and I mike no advances toward understanding them.
I do not know that I have a ray of light on this sub-
ject which I had not when the subject fifst flaShed
aoross my souly . I }mv’.e read, to some ‘extent, what-
ise and good men have written. I have looked at
Hﬁﬁr theories'and eéxplifiations. I have endeavored
to weigh- their. arguments, for my whole soul pants
l'orllish? a}ngl:.yelief Qp'thgse questions. But I get’
neither, and, in'the distress and anguish of my own
spirit, I confess that I see po light .whatever. I see
.pot one ray of ligbj.mtpkdiiagqlq%,gp me why sin came
into the world, why the earthis strewn with the dying
.and the dead, and why men must suffer to all eterni-
.ty. .1 have never geen, a particle of light thrown on.
thiese subjebtd th 4 has given'a moment's edde to my’
.tortnréd mindj/nor hive X ax’, explanation to:offer; or.
. thought to suggest, which would be of relief to you.,
.I trust other men, ss they profess to do, understand
.this better than I do, snd that they have not the an-

 embrace

guish of spirit which I:have.. But I confess, when'I

look on’ a'wog‘ld of sinnbra and sufférers; upon death-'
beds and graveyards; upon: the world of woe, filled
with hosts to''suffer foraver; when I sée my friends,

my parents, my fimily-my people; my fellow-citizens®
—whenr look upon-g whole race il n¥olved in this |
sin and dangfF@Md/ when 1 see the great mass of

them wholly haconcerned, and when I feel that God
only can save them, and yet he does not do it, I am

struck dumb. It isall dark, dark to my soul, and I
cannot disguise it.”

This ‘'was written, if I remember right, more
than twenty years ago. 1 have no doubt that it

is correctly quoted. It expressed, my feelings

then; it expresses my feelings-ndw. ' Time has
done nothing to modify my views, vor have I as
‘yet seen any explanation which has removed the
difficulties to which I then referred.’ .

Whether the explanations which you have of-

fered will contribute to their removal, will be the.

main object of wy inquirty now. I should wel:
come morte cheerful views'if they could: be pre:
sented. I'shoald hail with joy any explatiation’
which would be a relief from these difficulties’
I should then find what the wise and. the good
of all ages have hitherto longed for 2nd sought;
in vain: B O
To a-corrdet dppteciation of the vatue of the
solutibn ‘which: Youw Have offered, it willbe neoes::
sary'to consider the following points: "7 =~ *
L. The difficulties .as they lay. in my . own
1L. -The explanation: whick you have offeréd ;
planation is founded; and

“IV.The’ quebtion” whether' thst-

confer happiness, and . t6 calm down' the mind in
reference to' these: difficulties, it - would ;not be
unreasonable in you to ask that I should aban-
don the system' which#I+have so-long held, and
ours.

Your first remark’ i’ référence’ to the passage
on which_your letter is founded is as follows: -

“You are a. gifted.and a_good man, a learned: and
a jast ohie; and yeét you are’ s very uhbappy one.

{ ‘Anguish’ ‘of spirit!.is::yours. . Whenoe comes this?:

Confessedly from, the, viglence which your theological,
creed does to your reason, and from, your not daring

| to let your: reasen dondedin your.creed. Your reason’
.| Bees,not reason; byt unreason, in that story of the fors!

bidden fruit, which lies at the very basis of you

theology. :Nevertheloss;'yon accept the-story amd'its"

representation of a.purely arbitriry-end an . utterly.
inexplicable dealing of , God with man., , It must ‘be
confessed that your-oreed "covresponds with thie story”
—the theological structure: with-its foundation.? -1

. Now,lit. is proper -for mé to ask, by whomiss

this..© gonfessed 2”7 It seemiitd be implied that |

' confessed’, or avowed this.- Yet this is in no.
manner true, 1 neither confessed mnor avowed
this'in the exttiés whish' you have' faade} noF
hive I‘done it'abywhere’else; nor do*I tow do"
it; nor do I new. admit:it to-be true'in‘any sense.
whatever,. I had relegence solely,to: fucts; not,

to any theory,in: regard to those facts. My dift) for suffering neeéssarily atbends sinning”"-

,,,,,,

ficulty Gonsisted not at. all in reconciling these.|

thibgs to afiy'systed of philosophy' dr ‘thedlogy |

which T hold, but tothe fact that we ‘are under|

a. divine: d4dministratibn—-to thé character:6fia:
holy, a just, an Almighty, and"a benevolent Cro-
ator. ' The matter re ‘erred\‘to«lla.y: iq ;my,,n;in_d in |

the folldWing form:

= ] ;

* (1. "The fhcts ‘cotld’ not be'ealled in'questioh.’|

.- (2.). Those facts havé no-nedessary contection
with soy theéory of philosophy. on religion. - .~/
«(3.)"I/bad ;seen: no_sufficient. .or satisfactory
explanation of those ,\ﬂi\qts‘._ BT N S
(1.) Thé 'faéts I supposed could not be called in
qulestron, it LT T T Tt
I still suppose thigto be true. The facts ' re-
ferred to are; that this.is a: world. of: sinnérs and.
sufferers—of death-beds and. grave.yards;, that:
there is danger thdt large nuwbers will .suffer
forevér ; ‘that the wholé rdse is involved in this
sin and ‘danget ; that'thé gicat majority of men
are unconcerned in.regard to this: danger; chat
God only .can save them, and . yet: that: he dees |
not interpose by his power to do it - - ...
It certainly will not be denied by you that a
part of these things at least is true—that part
which rélates to the existence of sin and suffer-
ing’ now: on:sthe earth'; which -have existed for-
thousapds of years;-and which have existed in.
2ll lands and under all forms of government, and |
el LT FRESEY) 1 e - = . N ey
in gonnection with all systems of philosophy and
religion. YHu'§olirself do’not refer'td anylands,
‘or'to’any period of thidtoty, i whith “thiere has
been exemption: from" these:things{ mor dould you
do it. , As I.believe im God,;it seems plain to-me
that this is somehow connected with his adminis-
tration ; a3 you believe in God, you must admit
this‘also. My difficulty as‘tp this'fadt was 6 an-"
derstand why the Creator had wufféred this: to:00-1
cur under his administration. ‘The-difficultymagy;|
be expressed in a word:.. If it might be . suppos-,
ed for a moment that yod and I had been consult-
ed’as to What kidd of 2 world a Béing of infinite
power and perfect benevolence would make, T
think we should; have said without. hesitatioh,
that he would:nof have made such a.world as this;
is in this respeet. I only add. here, that if you
will furdish any satisfactory explanation of this
faob—~of the réasont Why sin dnd midery havebeét
allowed to come into the universe at.all, and to
exist.for six thousand years, apd. how ¢his is.to.
be reconciled with the power, the justice, and the
beievolence, of ' God, I think it wonld not be dif-
ficult-to advhnée with'thé same mode of reasoniing
which would- explata this; and to"sliow- that it
would not:herineonsistent-with the same power,:
justice, and goodness, that.it should be allowed
td exist, ubder the same administration in some
form, foréver. e .
+ - The bther part of my difficulty related to thé
fact that suffering and ‘sin will exist iti the fature:
world. . - ... .o - L G el
The main. difficulty here is-not peculiarly mine,.
but it presses on you as really;as it does on me.,
‘This is apparent, I think, from the following eon-
‘sidérations : (@) On your theory man, asman, is
liable to sin, and, as such, mist bé liable to it ini
the future world as:well as in:this: Indeed;in-
your.apprehension; this constitutes the trune—the
real dignity of his napure, and if this exalted
dignity of his nature is manifested in this world,
it would be difficult ‘to show any reason why it
should not-also be done in'the world to come, and
if dt dll in the world to comejat any périod in
the world to come—that . is;forever. . Thus you
sy, (059 - |
It is true that man is so.made that he cen sin;.
but,” instead of complaining of this, we should be
thiankful for ‘it; Instél “of Juménting] it; we' should:
rejoice in it. - How low. s being would man be, were,
he of nécessity sinless! How far inferior to what he
now is, were he so constituted that he eould not sin!

Jfiever

{ can’; Tinplying that' thiete sré some whow he'can:

III. The system of religion on which: your ex- ne, ; e Ml ol ~

I R J -« . | languagé, that the pbwer of God.in this réespect’,”
LV.hh ’ : gystemi - has’
greater ‘advantages than' my own,or ‘is better
fitted to confer ‘happiness. . ‘I€ it'is thus fitted to.

1' {2).My next remark is that these facts have

| much a§ to mine; to you a8 much as to me. The'

| ology, ot the Socinian theology; inthe system of

He would be a mere machine, end his going right
would no moreargue wisdom and gbodnebs in him thaw
does the right-going of a clock arguewisdom and good-
ness in it

And apiin-yoihsay, (p.6%) . .
‘¢ Blessed baGod that he has made us capable of sin-
ning; or; ftrgther words, capable of transgressing the
laws which He has written upon our being! I ac-
knoyvleslged the goodness of God in making us capable
of sinning. T might have added, in making us capa-
ble of sinning so greatly. For to say that we can sin
80 greatly is, in effect, to say that we have great
Powers and advautages for learning and obeying law;
1t béidg onlysin the abusé of’ S:uth powers and advan-
‘tages that great sinning is  possible. His nature,
through the violation of whose laws .man has become
& great sinner, is the very same sublime nature
through:the keeping ofiwhose laws He would: have
been a sai'nt.‘v,". R I

. - From this I infer that it 18 tho real exaltation of
‘man that he can sixs, and consequently that he does
‘sin, for tp act out his nature is his proper ¢xalta-
ition, and it is'this'which distinguishes Eim' from
‘the brate.” You'have sliowh no reason ‘why this
-exaltation of his nature should: not manifest it:
self ina future world as well;as in this, and for-

Y Tois, i T ung 'ers:i:at:id you, a part of your
oy et Gl iy Al 1 this world that he

not save; that is, whe will be:lost (p. 9.) ' If this’
is 80 in the present life; it may follow that such
as are mot saved in the present life will not be in
the life to éo'm'é,\,fo’;; it, 1§ fairly implied ‘in your,

is exhausted, jo. the_present, life, or. that, so to
speak, God would have no better chance of success
in the life-to conie, and if ke tannot savé’ such
incorrigible siungrs here, no hope can. be enter-
tained of doing it there. If as you say, * God
has made man too gre ‘
and unaided power” of 'G6d - himself” hete, is it
not probdble that, withrexpanded faculties:in’the:
fatare world, man will;be fouiid *too great” to.
be sayed by, that power, there? Y
4,(e.) According to; your theory, (p- 14,) as T
shall more fully quote hereafter, the” universe is
govertied By unéhrying and: éstablished laws, not’
permitting atiy ‘direct 1ntervention’ of “the  divine:
power; : The-fixedness; 'of those: laws; mustiex«
tend. over-all worlds,.and must:embrace all time,
and must;therefore comprehend the -regions be-
youd ‘thé grave ai well ss the affairs of this
world. " ‘The “principlé 'implies, tood, that this is|

etefnal,’ Tt must;:therefore, operate as a limitas|

tion';of .the divine power in. the future world. a8,
wellasinthis. . . o oo o

(¢) You expressly admit that there may be
sin and suffering’ ip the foiure world;that is,
thiit téh may b lost :2a dhmbey' ‘made up: ae-]
cording.to the:statément just referred to; ofithose:
whoni God-cannat savé. - Thus you'say :f i «ni|

¢ Far am, I from, holding;that there is nossuf-
fering in the next life. If there is sin there,

(and I believe there'is;) suffering' is also there—

" What will be the extent.of this sini'and#suffer.
ing;in the future world,.you: da-not indeed spate,
but if the evidence in the cage is to be derived,
from,the fewness of those who appear to,be con,
veried i this life, add ‘to be prepared foi heav’{;n°1‘
thie nuidbér, cannot! be'small. - So-far, however
as the prindiple ié involved, it ghn make no dit!
feréuce whether it is small or, great.,, - Fhe essen-
tial point:of dvijfﬁqu_lby[ }q,‘ that an Y, §h9ul d be lost,
in the fufure world. ~ oo

(e.y There is’ one othier ‘rematk ‘to” be' made
here ; onie -othér pbint of which we cannotdiffer;
fonitheresis. not ;any grdundd for: a- difference of
opinion. in.regard. to iy, It.is;.that there isa very,
gencral Jfeor o -apprehensionsof fubure punish
mernt ‘among men, apd. that that punlsh}petixt, uil-
les8 somethiiig “tan’ be'doné ‘to’ avert’ it, will be
unending. - Thisig:somehow laid pernisently in
the human mind. v I:need ot femind ;you'that
this universal fear-=this. “dread of something af-
ter death,”, as expressed by Hamlet, exists every
where. It is found in the conscienccs of all men.
It is Jaid ¥ ‘thé foundationof all the heathen'ré-’
ligions of i the -world.- - It :enters into’ the:
Mohammedan systém.. It constitutés, the fourda..
tion of the faith of more than nine-tenths of the,
Christian world. It may be doubted whether, a
single human mind exists that would be exempt
from it on the commission of a gresit'érinte; Now’
this oceura -under the government of God, and ia
the human wmind as ke has made.it. The difh-
culty. is to. understand why he. has so. made
man,—if theredsas you say, no ¢ Hell,”—that he

evérywhere dreads that future wader the belief
that there s a ¢ Hell.” If there is, as I believe

there is; such a world of woe, I-can'easily under-

stand: why: man. hes been go made as to dread it,

that s to pet as 4/ this were true. But what if
there is 2o such world of woe; if thero is noth-,
g infact t07bG ‘dreaded when the sinngr dies.

Assaredly this' must be ®nown to God, and yet,
knowing this, hé has filled the world with fear and
alarm :—on your. theory with false and needless
alarm, and, therefore, deceptive alarm.

Are we, then, to believe that God governs the
world with false alarms’; with uoreal fears; with
unfourided “appreliensions ? .A%te we to believe
that the divioe :administration iz founded on a
stupepdous  falsehood 7. Are we to believe
that Gud controls men as weak and foolish par-
etts do their children, by bugbears ; by delusious ;
by frightful storics of bears and wolves ; of ghosts
and hobgoblins 7 I confess, for one, that Icould
not,.and would not, hénor such a God. And yet,
g0, far as L can see, such. must be the character of
God unfess there, is real punishment to be feared
id the future world. 1 think it is incumbent on
you to explain’ this fact on the theory which you’
hold.—Sach. aré ‘some of the facts on which my:
difficulty was founded. s

10 necessary connection with my theory of reli-
gion ; with iy creed or any other créed ; wi{;h my
théology or any other theology. -+ ~ * 7 -

* You have been plehsed to say, as already re-
marked; that thege difficilties pertain to my the--
ory of religion—to my system-of theology.. Bat
if ‘the facts are as I have now stated them, they
have no particular and exclusive reference to any
one theory of religion or theology. They pertain
to one gystein ‘as really as to another ; to yours as

real difficulty is not in the Calvinistie system, or
in the Arminian system; in the Trinitarian the-

him who believes in the doctrine of future pun-
ishment, or the systeni of the Universalist ; in the!
bélief -6f ‘the Christian, or the want of belief in
the Tufidel; in the Buddhist system -of religion,

{ Confucius, or the religion of Zoroaster; in the

| For one, I felt the greatness of the difficulty, suly-

at. t0 be saved by the direct | -

admits a roaring Alpine stream, and it is appar-

or the system of the Brahmin; in the religion of

"Koran, the Zendavesta, the” Shaster, the Bible,
or:the Bosk of Mormon; in the Mythology of
the Greeksand theRouisus, orin thesystem of the
Hotteutot or the Fejee Islander ;-in the phileso-
phy of Plato, Aristotle, Des Cartes, Malobranche,
Leibnitz, Locke—of Kant, Hobbes, inie,
Cousin, or Comte. The difficulty is <a the facts
themselves ; in reconciling these facts o the ideas
of justice, goodness, and mercy with which we
find our nature endowed. The real difficulty is
to understand how an Almighty, a pure, a holy,
*and a:benevolent God—the Creator of the world
—should allow these things to come into his sys-
tem; how they should be suffered t6 continue
from agé to age; how they should he permi.t;ted.»
to spread desolation, woe, and: sorrow oOver our
world in all its history ; how.they should extend
into the futiiré world at all ; how there shouldbe
either a certainty or a possibility thattliey should:
continue: forever:” I need not:say to you that!this.
has ibeen éminently #/e great problem to. be solv--
ed in all ages, and how the problem has_entered
into every system of theology and phildsophy.

as millions have donk béfore me, and T ‘gaveé:ut-
terance to my own feclings in the strohg language’
which~you have quoted, as human nature has,
done in all ages. - | . e
Jn my next letter, I shall consider thé various’
explanations ' whidk ‘have been made’ of thése’
ficts, With reférence to the inquiry whether they.
aré:adaptedito:calm down:thieanxieties'ofia tro--
bled suind...-In the third letter, I shall examine
the peculiar explanation.which you have offered.
. T am, with gréat, respect, - B
o Truly yours, U7 S
e L ALBERT

2

BARNES. < °
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' ASUMMER DAY, IN.§WITZERLAND..

[From'the note book of our Eqﬁopg@n Corresp,ondgnt.]‘,;.
JIp,tex'-iachen lies in the cenfre of Switzerland,
and ag:its name fmplies; between two lakeé.y.;’.‘l‘:hesei
two: lakes were once.one long lake, 35 or, 40.miles |
long; and-from three.to five; wide, receiving. ny:,
mierous mounain ' torrents <and: discharging
l::hems;- throngh, ;the ‘'western. end- by the river.
Aare, which emptiés . into' the. Rhine.
Parallel ranges of mountains running east and
west hold in these lakes; but a large opening in
thie ‘Southernt range diréctly: opposite Interlachen

ently from this:stream -that:the .alluvial; depésit
has beensformed on which:the; town.sfands: . It
has: formed & plain, level as:afoory.fout: or;five.
miles broad, from: mountain -to: ‘mountain ands
about as long as’it is broad: .Back of the.'town;
and iclose t6 the northern range of mouutaing, the |
river: flows rapidly, discharging the watérs of luake.
Brienz, intoi Lake Thun.:. Theése two.ibeantiful’
lakés onigitlier-hand, dnd the Bernese Alps with
their snowy: téps-in froat, -make Intetlaclien: the
centre ‘of ' many foutes for wild and delightfuliex-

waybcovered” with snow, the Jungfrau, which ]
js seen-throughithe opening inthe range of hiils-
opposite the town. : It is visible: from: all parts of
tlie town,'and, as the sun shines upon it, Idoks like
a mountain: of solid:silver,in' grand‘and awful si-
lence—-a monument of the goodness: of ‘God; in'
providing for.our happiness such: sights:of ravish-
ing:beauty. S T

" Thefirstevening-after,weartived, alittle shower
was falling and misty clouds hid the mountain
from our view, but while we were at tea, the mist
disappeared and the sun came out with one of its
glad" sumpier-‘evening swiles, when suddenly
every oue of theilarge ;company in the dining.
room left their:seats and rushed-for the windows.
We gnessed the canse, as we had been quite dis-
appointed at not seeing the mouantain on our ar-
rival, “So¢ we went 10 the windows too, and there
was such a'sight as.oné sees only once in ‘a life-
time.: . [ T [EPTTRIN Sl

.The mountain was-one of gold, not of silver, |
The setting sun was shining full upon it, cover-
ing it with such gorgeous light that no words can
do justice to the scene, nor could any painter’s’
art ever-bring it upon canvass. -The golden
glitter faded into a luscious rosy tint, as the mon-
arch of'day bid farewell to the queen. of Alpine
beauty; then.the roseate tint faded into silvery
white ; but during the transition, the topuost
peak of the mountain kept its' golden hué long
after the lower portions had - ehanged -‘and uantil
thé'sin had quite set; and the evening shadows
drew on. S ;

"The mountain appears to be about four or five
miles off; but in the clear atmosphere of these
high latitudes, distances are deceiving, and ‘when
we had ridden five miles towards it we had tra-
velled about one fourth of the real distance. Bt
we started out to describe one of the excursions:
we spoke of just now.- There are a dozen to se-
leet from; which way shall we go? Wheén we
were at Geneva a week belore, it was so cold and
uncomfortable that we did not attempt the'. forty
miles stage ride to Chamouni and Mount Blanc.
So we had seen:the glaciers only at, 4 distance—
and concluded that we would ride out towards
Jungfrau aud ‘then toin to the Grindlewald
Glacier. This was a trip for a whole day. Our
party consisted.of a New York merchant and his
br_ide, ,a_la;dyv friend of theirs from Providence,
with my wife and myself. We had been travel-
ling together. for a ‘month, through Florence,
Venice, and Milan, on the ftalian-lakes and over
the: Alps, and were.well used to the full appreci-
ation of fine scenery and the' enjoyment of -good
cheer. o o

We filled an open barouche comfortably, I
being pushed-up alongside of the driver, to do
the translating-for the party. It was with some
difficulty that we procured a good team with-a
Frendh-speaking driver.. One speaking English
was out of the question. They were nearly. all
of the German-speaking Swiss, and we sent away
several before we obtained ‘oneé whom ‘we ecould’
communicate with. “We started southward across'
the plateau for the gorgesome. four or five. miles’
distant, through which the glorious Jangfran
ever looked down upon s, | , L

The road was dusty with every promise of a
hot day. = We soon- ovértook a “gentleman ind "

cursiops-in:every.direction. | Thelgreat feature of |
‘the 'place, hogrever, s the imdense mountain- al:

falloview.. ..o
 Soom wecome: {0 a . wide

e a—

You can tell Awerican- travellers wherever you
meet them, all'overEorope. Something in the
dress, the. features, the complexion, the wanner,
‘distinguishes them-from Eoglishrawd: all others.
The gentleman had a knapsaclkstrapped upon his
Jack and the lady wore a large flat or sundown.
Bach earried their Alpine stock—a pole some six
feet Jong with sharp izen point in the lower end
and a kpob, or chamois born on the wpper. All
tourists'in Switzerland carry them, using themin
climbing over the crags'and glaciers. It s the
custom to have the pame of each glacler or pass
branded on them with a™ higt iron, while at the
glacier or notable place. ~Men brand them for a
few cents, having the irons always hieated: Soire
of the poles carry the names of ten .or a dozen
notable: places, visited By’ their ‘pleasare-seelding,
sight-seeing owners. =~ .3 T 7 -

. -But the American gentleman and lady walking
along the dusty road;—who-werethey? = As our
carriage overtvok them, they turned and smiled,
recognizing our ladies who had made their ac-
quaintance at the hotel the day’ Hefofe: ' They
were a-young.: Presbyterian clergynian. and his
wife from Western Pennsylvania, Krie. I belieye,
out in pursuit,of health, spending a. year ip Bu-
rope, and_ while they avoided the expensive ohr- '
riage and 'pair; ib théii-tour, they were: certily:
taking-a sure-method :for'enjoying Swiss! sights:
and scenery. and.gaining health, byisending sheir:.
baggage ahead of them by, express, and travelling,
on foot, from place to place by short stages, vi
ing "glaciers, ¢ascades and notable crags ar

. :Wee-sobn. met-the roaring Alpine torrept: that.
cime from-the melting..glaciers . hejond. smong.

| the, mountains, and, emptieg (iself, through,the

¢ lakes behind ws. . We'now a

gorge 1nto the lakes behind LY nOW pass
ection of Swiss chalets, all'built of wood

Little colle

| with'Foof projecting so far ‘as'to sheltér the little

piazzizsﬁ—th‘:}:iieri'cirele&the holise. - On. the.railsof
the mpper piazza.near; the, xoof, hang  stalks . of
flax dryiog.in the sun.. Some of the chalets hayve

8 very neat, tidy appearance, while others wear

the opposite aspect. 'Ovcadiomally a text of Sciip-

tuite is painted in black:Jetters; six *inches -long,

across'the front of-theshonse near the. top.... Fhe

lower; story s low, sometimes .being, used for a

stable, but oftener. for a, storeroom. The  plazza

or verandah i reached, by ashort ﬂig}}t_:bf; steps,

outside, and ‘60 \this, the front door, or ‘miin en- -
travice; ‘opEs ‘A’ second’ piddzin: enividclesithe
house at:thé nexit floor. . :‘Fhe chimney. geobrally.
has a large shutter or:trap.door on. it; worked by
a string,.which closes pves the top lo keep ou the
storm.. The roofs somotimes are made'of fat
stones, which Tap’ ovel eheh other'in, such o Yray-
as'to shed-the rain: Thede! ‘stoné roofs arewvery,
heavy, ‘often:negtlyia foot it .thickness, and gup-.
portedion beamnss, . U . uiio.ee gy

. Passing the village, we follow the, stream and

are soon among the mountains. A narrow valley

worn: by the torrent, with sométimeésa perpendic-

tlar witlk of Yook ‘three-or four hundred feethigh

on oneiside, with-a:little. meadow on...the. other,

reaching to the fyot of theimountain beyond. Pea-

sants are mowing the grass in these little mead-

ows. Co

© Here comesa women in neat Swiss dréss, peasant

waist) large white' nuslin.gleeves,-androvir them

half sleeves,.starched stiff and covering the front

-of the. arms..a_thick, gkirt of blue or gray, a

white apron and flat straw bat, She. has rasp.
berrids for sale; ¥ich and ripe. She knows that

- toutistd willl be passing this w’a{‘an'd' has quite a

good many. it little - baskets, all- arranged tempt.
ingly, and: she takes in quite a good. many: half

franes in the course of the morning. .

.. We follow the winding stream for a

few. miles;

| now thié adjdcent oliff shats out the mighty Jung-

ran ; agdin ’a‘turt:'in the yoad brings it into
;%"-:.f'u’— b , R

_ re . - valley opeunipg to
our left.and we bid good-bye to the Jung Frau.
We follow atributary to the torrent which joins it

"hete, aftét a rapid noisy run of ten'or twelve miles

from the Gruidlewald glacier at'the head: of the

valley.:; But my letter.is.growing too long.. ;All

that we, saw.as, we: followed the stream to its very

source, will appear in our Kext letter. N
. e ““ LN \/ LR “ . 1 ‘G:.,W., M'.

“'MAN AND His §AVIOUR. -

A very old German author discourses
thiis tendérly of Christ:— ¥ =

“ My “soul is like a hungry and thirsty

child, and I néed Lis'love snd:ebnsolations
for my:.refreshment. I am a ‘wandéring
and lost-sheep and I need. him as. a good.
and faithful Shepherd. My soul is like a
frightened dove, pursued by a hawk; and I
peed bis wounds'for-a refuge. I am a feeble
vine, and I need-his cross to lay hold of,
and wind. myself about it. 1 am a sinner,
and I need his-righteonsness. Iam naked
and bare, and mneed his holiness .and inno-
cence for a covering. ‘I am in trouble and
alarm, I need his' teaching ; simple and I
needithe guidance of his‘Holy Spirit.
" 4In no situation, and at no time ean I do
without him. Do I pray? he must prompt
and intercede for me. .Am I arraigned by
Sutan &t the divine tribanal? he must be
my advocate. - Am I in affliction ? he must
be my belper.. ‘Am_ I persecuted by the
world? he must defend me. When I am
forsaken, he must be my support; when
dying, my relief; when mouldering in the
grave, my resurrection.

« Well, then, I will rather part with all the
world, and all'that it: contains, than with
thee, my Saviour, and God be thanked, [
know that thou art not willing to do without
me.. Thou' art’ rich, and I am poor; thou
hast righteousness, and I sin; thou hast oil
and wine; -and-:I wounds; thou hast cor
dials and refreshments, and I hunger and
thirst. :

“Use me, then, my Saviour, for whatever
purpose, and in whaiever way thou mayest
require. -Here is my poor heart,’my empty
vessel, fill it with thy grace. Here is my
sinful and troubled soul; quicken and r¢-
fresh it with thy love. Take my heart for
thine abode ; my mouth to spread the glory
of thy name; my love and all my powers
for the advancement of thy honor and th®
sérvice.of thy.believing people, and nevel
suffer the steadfastness and confidence ¢
my faith to abate, that, so at all times,
may be enabled from the heart to 8a)
Jesus needs me, and I'him, so we suit €ac

lady walking. They were evidently Americans.

other.’”



