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TllE lR[Sll ESTABLIS“ED CHURCH PAST
AND FUTURE, - o

L THe Past. Thé'vdte reached on Saturday,
April 4th, in the Brltlsh House of Commons, in
regard wo the abolition of the Irish: Establlshed
Church, has. been received with very.general satis-
faction i in this country. Believing that ‘the re-
sult of that vote will be to place Protestantism'on
a much better footing in Ireland and elsewhere
we see'no reason to regret - -the vote. ,But there
are many facts in the history of the Irish Chureh,
and many popular mistakes current it regard to'
it, that call for a dlseussmn on w1der grollnds
than it has yet recewed :

The grievance of an Encrllsh Church estab-
lished in Ireland is one of which Rofnanists, asi
such, have no right to cotnplain. The English
Church in Ireland—and ‘the Estabhshment has
been nothing more—is a. part of the, Engllsh
conquest of Ireland,.a conquest commanded’
by the only FEnglish Pope who ever -wore
the tiara. As for the ‘first four' centuries of
its  existence,as a Roman Cnthohc Chureli, %o

-also for the last -three centurres -of its contmu- .

ance ¢ a Protestant Church it has_ always been
simply ‘thie Chureh of the ' invading army,. the
Norman and” Saxon garrison, as ptirely such‘as
the Presbyterian Church has been the Church of
the Scottish colony in Ulster.  Now, if there is
one historical event-for which the Papacy must
‘stand sponsor, it-is that Eoglish invasion. Up|
to that time the Irish Church, and not the Irish
Nation, was the thorn in the side of Hurope.
While in every other part of Europe the ecclesi-
astical system had beeu conformed 'to -the eivil
Roman Constrtutton,—-—whlle consul . pro-consal.
and pramtor had been everywhere else reproduced
in Patriarch, Archbxshop, ‘and Blshop—-whlle
the Papacy ltself held divided : empxre with the
(zosars in the rest of Europe, in Ireland the

‘the ol’f-scourmgs ot the Enrrﬁsh Church, or as
Swift sarcastlcally puts i, “not thh the godly

'Honnslow henth ‘Fobbéd them of thelr credentlals

:Rome that “what s man Soweth that shall he also |

“of polmcal ‘right ¥etaid ; if thé wrdngs inherited

a trenerous polloy on ‘the part of the English na-|
tion mlght have shir'e'd‘the day, so fir ag Irlsh re-
llmon went. - Rome the bitterest religious enemy
of all nationalit§, and England the bitterest’ po-
litical enemy ¢ of Irlsh nattonallty, compéted *for
the favor of the outraged natlonahty of’ Ireland

Had the eﬂ'orls of such men s Bale“and Ussher
been secondedI hnd the adwce of Spencer, that
it was il preac 1ng among ‘dfawn'swords';” of
Bacon, that Irish “Bible¢ "and’ Irish prenehmcr
be prov1ded he(lan fdken; had they, a3"the dean
of Cork puts ft % ghely thed the sword'and sped
the preacher, f"hntnrles of bltterness and rebel:
llOll ‘might hav% been saved, and ‘the grahd
anomaly ofa Romtlhlst nation’ asérting its rights
agamst % Protestant one, #oold never hive ex-
1sted Tlie chance Wis Tost. *The Trish Charch
becnme more reallly than ev‘er the Church of ‘the
Engllsh arrison,—aop till’ 1685 ° was ‘the Bible
in’ Trish publxshed —the ‘ability‘te speak Trish
was aotually‘ made ) dlsquahﬁcatmn for holding'a
_ The oid polwy of ' repressron drs-f
trust and enmlty, of stampm«r out all' traces of
asepnrate nntlonahty, was- contmued “while the
P0pe, wiser in’ hls generatlon, took all that he
had for centunes ‘waged “War agamst,/under his
protectron The Blshoprlcs ‘ind Dennerres and!
Rectorres of the Hstablibhimént Wére 'flled with

‘'bishop appomted by the” Euﬂhsh government, bt
with the hmhwaymen who stopped “thein’on

and took their placeh no
'The result fnay well teach both England and

reap,” " If Treland is to-da.y d source 'of wéakness
and not of strength to the empxre, somethmg
that Enrrland danndk Teave to itself ahd yetcan-
not consrstently with her otwh ‘sbstract principlés

from the England who obeyed the. Pope ‘cannot
be abandonéd by. the England who, defies i, it

Although this wasia mueh smaller body than
niight have been expeptdd from the great Presby-
terian popullttlon mtlh‘n ea‘sy Teach of that- hos-
p;tahle ‘and beautxf’ul c‘rty, fll; was composed of
representatlve men from three;of the bodies in:
terestéd-—Qld-and New.School and United Pres-
byterran—end it” ‘aceomplished results: which,
we thlnk will be founll of no little 1mportance
in sha.pmg the Unxon movement. It gave leading
ol Schoolmen hke Dr. Lor(l of Buﬂ'alo, Dr. Hall
bf Rochestér;and - Mr. Raikin of Black, Rock,:not
to mention youno'er mien on $ho same: slde,—oppor-
tunrty to jexpress aifd’ def nd the most liberal views
that any sincere Calvmrs m( heN ew School would
wish to hear. Mr Ra.nkrn argument from the
language of ‘the Confesnou, ;and . from, dodtrinal
caisés réported in-the Digest, in!which; as he
showed w1de differénces of ‘doctrinal views were
plainly, a,llowed by the hruhest authontxes in the
Churdh; was of..the. most complete and satasfac-
tory - charaoter - From: oné case thus .reported
—we thmk it was that:of' i Hezekiah:- Baleh—he
showed that, the General Assembly"had refused,
when the matter ‘was hrounht before’ them on ap
peal, to condemn :the, Governmental "Theory . of ||
the Atonement, s heresy over which the. hyper-
orthodox profesSor of Allégheny makes ‘such -4n
ado Followmg up. . these démonstiations, Dr

1o, ably argued for the clear and. lranh expression
of ‘siih Views' inf’ the proposed: doctrinal basis.
The speech of the lntter was punwent ‘witty, elo-
quent and overﬂowmcr w1th the generous senti-

‘ ta that well.80. 5 ontaneously from the heart |.
oo % =P o = jBlshop Ken) as thelr nelvhbors

of Dr. Heacock.:’ Dr..Walter Clarke of the I‘rrst
Churoh as Ghalrman of thé Committeeion Reso-
dutlons, brought in a paper, altogether” in the

fered by. Rev.-W. Calkins, ; ealculated to test, fully
the strengthi of the: liberal .sentiments, so freely
ditered by Old Schiool rheh. Thiy ameudment
ag amended by ‘Rev. 0. F. €Mussey, of Batavi

and . accepted by. Dr.\ Clarke, read, ‘as’ follows

wUAEE Fordf had . me awistonss, - Irsland~had{idbacansa_théigegerons. Ghurch:. mhnﬁewMoh -1 Such’ differendes oftﬁterpretntmn of' that sy

never formed part of the Roman Emplre, and the
primitive social organizdtion, as in'the Soottish |
Highlands, was the only one kngwu: And 80,28
if by some law of “assimilation,. the Church took
the form which most resembled the civil polity
of the nation. Beclesiastioal 160-arbg or chieftaius
ruled ecclesiastical clans and septs. The Bishops
were but a mnew style of Christian' druids
and bards, often seven in a town; often nlso, un-
der the rule of a female abbess. - - The ‘ eanong
stem to have been as free and edsy a8 ‘the Brehon
laws.  And any proposal to change these things |
met with the same violent resistatice that has
made the Anglicization of Ireland afallure, after
centuries of effort,

The pope dealt with Ireland as the Inqulsltlon
deals with horetics,—did his’ best  for - them
«gpiritually,” and then handed them over to the
civil power. . The infallible See did not perceive
that the ecclesiastical institutions which he
wished to thrust on Ireland were merely as hu-
man and civil in their origin aud Sform -as those
that he wished to suppla.nt

. With the Anglo-Norman army went the An-
glo-Norman Church,‘each alike hostile to Irish
institutions. Each alike set up the Anglo-Nor-
juan institutions within the Pale around Dublin,
and wherever else by force of arms they. conld-
sccure o footing. Each alike wére opposed with
the united energy of every patriotic Irishman,
sopt and soggarth, priest and eclinsman. Hach
alike, for tuur hundred years, held their zground
only by the support of the English nation and
and the Papal See. Bach alike extended its
bounds or retraced 1ts footsteps, as, hy the for-
tune of war, a lurger or more contracted territory
tell to the share of the Epglish. Each alike lost
many adhérents through colonies of Euglish be-
ing so cut off from the Pale that their only safe-
ty was to go over to the enemy, and so becommu
Hiberniores Hibernis ipsis, ¢“ more Irish than the
Irish themselves,” as an old act of the Irish Par-
Jiament declares.
the case, that in the intensely Irish province of
Connanght, it is this day disputed whether one-
half, or ouly a third of‘the people are of Norman
blood. Each alike received a sullen submission
on the part of its foes, as the English rule ex-
tonded over the whole island. Each alike exulted
in the favor of the Papacy and was sustained by
the publie opinion of Western Europe.

The Reformation brought a sudden change on
all hands. The Anglo-Normans who had been
for centuries the most subservient vassals of the
Papal See, became its most ‘determined enemies,
and their Chureh in Ireland, like their Church
in Englaud, became Protestant. ~ The Pope.
changed as suddenly as the Nobles. The Church:
of ¢ the Wild Irish,” agamst whxch the Pnpacy
had unleashed all the hounds of war, Was ‘now

o such an exient was this|'

has, Within a “centtry and a half] ‘turned: the
Seottish nghlands froma dxsloyal half:civilized,
Romlsh country.into a loynl mtelhgent ,Protes-
tant section of the nation, even in gpite of politi:
cal blunders, has not. been pursued also in Ire-
land i

nd if to-duy one of“ the ‘only. three Eunopean
eountrles thnt sxncerely adhere to the Papal See,
is unable to throw a feather’s weight of influence
in'Rome’s behalf into-the great European scale,
if a Protestant sits in every See’ of the Trish
Church if the vast preponderance of Irish pro-
pperty and prestige is in the hands of English
Protestants ; if. the disposal -of all the Church
property in Ireland depends on- the votes of an-
Enghsh Protestnnt Parliament, then Ro'me also is
ounly reaping what she sowed Papal Bulls gave
Henry the nuht in his own eyes, and in the eyes
of all Kurope, to invade Ireland, and the English
occupation ot' Iteland, if it-be a wrong, is one of
those wrongs " whose " redress would now he a
greater wrong: Zi_

Bspecially amusm" in view of these facts are
the words of the Romish Archbishop ‘Manuning
when in reply to the Enghshman s allevatxon
that: .

« As for laws and admlulstratxon, Ireland is on
the same footing with England ; and where there
is a difference, Treland will be found to be better
cared for than England.”

He says, * Let the endowments of the Church
of England be transferred to the Ln«rhsh Catholic
Bishops and clergy ; let the Anglican;archbishops
and bishops be liable to fine for assuming their
ecclesiastical titles; let the land in Lntrland be
held by absentee Irish laudlords by tntle of past
confiscations, and let their soil be tilled by ten-
ants at will who may at any hour be évicted, and
I shall thea think that Ireland and Enoland are
on the same footing. There is yet one thing
wanting. Let sowe Irish statesman reproach the
English for their unreasoning and uprelenting
animosity, their self chosen poverty, their insen-
sibility of the digoity d.lld beneﬁts of being thus
treated by a superior race.”

‘Well may the Universe that * this i is 1nﬂex1ble
Tenianism,” that it is Irish opposition to English
rule simply as English and not us Protestant ; for
these.wrongs —an alien  Church, an alien land-
proprietorship and sglavish land tenure resting o
confiscation, and the insulting domination of race
over race, are what Romish England, backed by
the Papal See, jnflicted for four eentunes on Ire-
land. The wrongful occupation of Ireland 18 a
wrong inherited from unreformed England a
wrong which preseription had made nght as far
48 prescnptlon can make anythmv rwht long be-
fore the English Reformation. P

n@- The Alexander Presbytermn church at
‘Nineteenth and Green streets, will be dedicated

‘bol [WestminsterConfession] as are now allowed
‘in the separate branches of thé Presbyterian
Church shall bé freely and ‘honoribly allowed in
the united Church,”  The amendment, as first
proposed, -read ¢ diﬂ'erences of doctrine;” but
‘dori’ of both schools denied that the differences
were 80 deci*e ns that language nnphed They
preferred to regard the’ dlﬂ'erenees, for example,

lmmedlate imputation, as differences of interpre-’|
‘tation. With few exceptions, there scemed to be
a shrmkmg on all sidés froul ‘the imputation ofa’
dnfferepce in doetrine, albext the General As-
gembly, in the case: of Craxohead referred to by

‘héad; which ‘they agreed should be tolerated, as:
not fuudamentally erroneous, - were' H different
from those of the Reformed Churches »? (Digest,’

ed the Convention, that when the plea was made

his - interpretation - destroyed the doctrine itself.
»If,” said Dr. H., “ our different views are to.be
ireated in the ,future in the same manner, what
secnrity is there in-the toleration of diversitics of
interpretation only 7’ Dr. Meurs followed on_the
same side, urging that there were peculiar doc-
trinal views in the other branch.of -the Church,

like those of Baird, which would need the pro-
tection of an explicit and generous’ toleration.

Nevertheless, under the almost universal under-

a term sufficiently broad t(l cover all trhe*extant
diversities in the separate branches sthemmended
form of expression was pref'err nd‘the resolu-
tion, as amended, was adqp"ted unammously The
whole series of 1esolutlons will ibe found in an-
other part of thepaper. . We believe the doctri-
nal basis thus. formed will be found decxdedly in
advance of -any ‘other—even preferable in defi-

tee 1tself

il
_—

A CURIOUS CoNFERENCE was lately held
‘I Feb. 17th; in the Hall of Sion College- (Cong.)..
Rev. W. Rogers, Rector of St. Botolph’s, who
convened the meeting, presided.” The Bishop
and clergy of London and leading non-conform-
ists, including espeecially James Martlneau and
Miall, Editor of the Nonconformist, were present}
The main purpose was to hear from Dean Stan-
ley a friendly exposition of the grounds on which
he elaimed that the Church and State should be
united. He showed that no secession had ever
taken place simply because of this .connection ;
that it did not essentially involve the State’s en-
dowment of the Church, or the assignment of a

on’ Sunday next.

civil status to its ministers (Italy and Russia be?

Wisner of ‘Lockport, and Dr Heacoek of Buﬁ'a— .

1same liberal strain, to whxch an amendment was of-|

of : limited or general atonement, of ‘mediate or |

‘Mr. Rankin, declared- that the doctrines of Craig- |

p. 806.) - And Dr. Heacock pertinently remind- -

for Mr. Barnes on his trial, that his view wasonly a |’
dyference of interpretation, he Was answered that | -

standing that * differences of mterpretat:on » was’ )

niteness and saf'ety to that of the J oint - Commit- |

couragemént, by the State,of the expression ofthe
religious seutrment and theacknowledgment ofa
common Centre and Source of their life; He main-
tained that those who asserted that the State had
nothmrr to do'with religion (Yike- those who as-
sert that the Church hns nothing to do with' poli-
tics), whether they be Hwh Churehmen or dis-
senters, :are’reviving an. old Romish. ‘dogma that
the: Church. is -apiritual and ‘the. State profaue,
that the formet is tHe- only embodiment of the
klnodom of heaven, and thé latter necessanly, of
the world and. to be. governed by’ worldly max1ms,
—a dogmn protested . against by the Reformers,
who- maintained;: ‘with- the -Apocalypse, that. the
kingdoms'df thls world are become rlcrhtfully the
kmgdoms of our Lord’ and of‘ HIS Christ.  He
claimed that, the State, wasthe best  representative

tunes ‘chose the bishops and ruled the: Church wm
the market place ;' that'ifs supremncy ‘a8 o ]ndge
in ‘matters of faith was' vntuallv recoﬂ'mzed in
everysuit for the possession, of a dxssentm«r
chapel; that from the.. days;:oft Camphas and Pi-
late, and' when ‘the Erastign Paul dppealed - from
the J ew1sh Church to’ Czesar, ‘the tribunals of the
State had always been falrer than lhose of the
Churoh, and not less competent 5 .that State eon-
nection-ensured the, intélleetnal independence of
the elergy, while what- -volantaries “ealled the
'headshlp of Chrlst often meant the supremacy of
the green- vrocer in the next street o the chapel;

that dlssentmv preaehers had in, hlstory proved
as worldly and : subservieut,.:and; Chuichmen. as
ihdependent and patriotic {e: g Wm “Penw and
He looked‘on
:dlssenters as dxssentmn' memhers of the Hhurch
of Envland ” -desired. theu- recoomtlon a8 cler«r -
men, ‘and their admission . to-the! pulpits. of the |
'Ghurch ullegxntr thiat it ‘was *almost if ot alto-
gether le,c?ral to adm' zPresbytermns now ¥ bnt
the religious life o the. natlon would be most

: :sermusly injured. b‘y;,‘the abolrtxon of the Estab- -

lishment. ‘e
... Mr. Miall-admitted: that mostmf' these argu-
ments:were new.to him,.and notisiteh as to ad-
mit of an immediate arnswer, and that the main
objection of the dissenters. was to the assumption
that religious teaching lay wrtlun the spliere .of
’the State. ’

The Bishop..of Loudon wanted a N atlonal

Church on a wide.basis, and hoped for more such
conferences as a means.of removmg misunder-
standings. . -
- Rev. Jas. Martmeau professed lnmself in upi-
'ty with what was-s2id - by the .Dean and the
Bishop, and thought the State.had a right.to look
-after the highest as well as the IOWer interests of
‘the people. . :

The proceedln"s lasted to a late hour. o

R

[*Dean Stanley alludes especxally to the fact
that- part ‘of Canterbury Cathedral is by law set
apart for the use of the French, Protestant Chureh,
“which has a minister resident in the place ]

" PASTOR, | OR ouvnou 13

Our dailies of week beforé last gavé somewhat
extensive accounts of a scene which ocearred_in?
the Eleventh. Baptxst Church, on the prevlous
Sabbath. ' The affair was one which- m‘ust by this_

cerned The published ag uts dre not. lumi-
nous respecting the orngly ”condmoug of the
controversy, but-sofmuch’as this is obvious, that
the sermon: of’ tlhe pastor on Sabbath morning be-
came so pomted or as his opponents would say,
offsH 1%', that he was interrupted, questioned and
”ﬁnally told to desist. Failing to silence him by
.other means, resort was at last had to the “organ,

and amid the tumult the congregation dispersed.

When the pastor returned for evening service, he
found the doors locked, The law. has since been
resorted to for a settlement, or probably an in-
creased non-settlement of the difficulty.

" We notice the affair only because it so- apt'y .
illustrates the working of a ecertain system of
church order. Congregationalism is the form of
church government with the Baptist churches,

‘and the most of them are very tenacious of the
so-called liberties of the people, as against the
prerogatives of the Pastors. Tu the by-laws of
the Eleventh Charch, this jealousy of the pasto-
ral prerogative takes orgadic form in an article

providing that the devotional exercises of the con-

gregation shall be under the direction of the

church. -Whatever in this case may be the un-

derlying merits of the controversy—a’ point of
which we have no means of judging—it appears

pretty plain that the muss feature of it, if not the

whole, grew out of that article; and, taking our

human nature into the account, it was a pretty

natural result. We do not krow whether a fully

‘developed Copgregationalism recognizes any such

thing as pastoral authority, or if that is too stiff

of that: Christian commuaity, wluch for. five eén- |

time liavé become deeply mortlfymg 'to "all con- |.

stark absurdity. Under the by-law, we do not.
see Why the whole scenc in the aforesaid church
was not’ ecclesmstxca]ly regular.  The devo-
tional exercises of the congregation were under
the control, not of the pastor, but of the church.

When they thought his sermon was becoming un-
edifying, it was their right to interrupt hxm and
tell him that he could Dot be tolerated, and to
order out the booming and sereeching of the
organ pipes to drown his voice to sxlence But
coneerning the spiritual wxsdom of a system
which exposes our Christian. worsh1p to such
shameful scenes, our. renders can Jndve for them-
selves.

-

AFFAIRS AT THE CAPITAL.
:WasHiNgTON, April 13th, 1868.

, The Supreme Court adjourned last Monday,
thus-postponing to next, December the adverse
political decisions to which, the Obstructionists
have looked with so much expectancy. On the
last day of .the term, declslon was declared in the
famous ¢ Gaines. case” by whxch at last Mrs.

Gaines is put in possession of, the property left
by herfather in .New.Orleans. For thirty-six years
has this 1ndef'atwable woman pressed her- suit,

out-living two hnsbands, spendmg the large for-
tune of the last and pledging a large part of the
property now. secured in lawyer’s fees, through
_poverty, reproach, affliction and civil war, and is
-ab last by the hlghest court in the Jand declared

to be the rightful owner of property which makes
_her the rxchest woman, in America. The history
of this case would possess all the interest of &
romance, and it is to be hoped that Mrs Gaines
who bas the- legal ability to do it may give it to
‘the world.

 The  defense of the President reveals at its
commencement the inherent weakness of the
-case.- The opening speech of Judge Curtis,
 though adroit and indeed almost wonderfal as a
.plece of fine spun sophistry failed of any decided
effect. * Such legal ‘quibbles, as' that the Civil
Tenure act did not apply to Mr Stanton, or that
Mr. Johnsog did not, remove Mr. Stanton but
only tned to do 50, conld scnreely have any ef-
fect upen Senators exeept to convince them that
no stronger arguments could be urged. Ooe of
‘the Senators romarked at the close of the argu-
ment that all the points presented by J ud‘re
Curtis were made in secret session when Mr.
Stanton was re-instated.

In the production of testimony the defense has
‘been equally unfortunate. Gen. Thomas was their
first witness. Inconsistent, pervaricating, doubt-
ful and confused, there has been scarcely a point
in his testimony in which he has not contradic-
ted himself or given a double version of all the
“facts connected with his attempteéd entry into
‘the War Department. Gen. Butler character-
ized him on Satarday as “a weak .vacillating,
vain old man just fit to be pampered by a little
bribe to do the thing which no brave man would
dare do.” Taken by itself his testimony would
tend to weaken the charges against the Presi-
"dent.  Not that he has broufvht new facts to light
or disproved the the testlmony of other witnes-
ses; but his appearance makes the - attempt to
dlslodrre such & man-as Stanton’a great farce.
It would not- be. stranve if the counsel for the
Presidept; ishould‘ usé Thomas's testimony in a
way ‘to.surprise the witnéss, and claim that if
- the Prestdent had designed to remove Stanton
1 he never would have employed such a man as his
tool, - The masked ball was a more fitting arena
for him than the head of a revolution.

The testimony of Gen. Sherman, however,
shows that the President’s intentions are not to
'be interpreted in the light of the final selection
of Gen. Thomas as his “tool. Sherman testified
that on two cecasions the ad interim situation was
offered to himself and both times declined. The
chief purpose of the defense in calling Gen.
Sherman to the stand seems to have been to in-
troduce conversatious between Mr. Johnson and
himself, in which the former had explained hix
purposes in wmaking the appointment.

The Demoerets seem determined to present
Judge Chase in a false Jight before the country.
This week they have cLumed him as the author
of a long and heavy article in the Intelligencer
which endeavors to prove that the successor of
Mr. Johnson cannot be Wade or Colfax, but must
be Chase. The- taste that wonld be exhibited by
the advocaey of such opinious in such a manner
at this time does not shock these mew admirers
of Judge Chase; but-the charge of producing
the mahanant editorials of the Presideny’s organ
is too gross detraction, and is authoritatively e-
nied.

"'oe reason for the decided opposrtlon of the
Demoeracy to the impeachment of the President
has come to light—he has threatened that if re-
moved he will enter the Presidential canvas at
once in favor of the Democratic nominees. No
wonder, that they fear the consequences of im-
peachment. FeNwicK.

Y -
 an

G —At a meeting of the Central Presbytery of
Phila elphla. held on Fuesdny, March 31, in the mat-
ter of the complaing of a portion of the Second Pres-
byterian Church against the consummation of &
union between the Second Church of this city, Rev.
Dr. Beadle, pastor; and the Arch Street Presbyterian
Church, Rev, Mr. Conkling, late pastor, it was, by a
large mayomty of the Presbytery decided that such
union was undesirable and mexpedxent and therefors

| a Word, say oversight; but be this as it may, if

disapproved.



