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REL ATIONS OF THE PH'[L030PHER SENECA
TO CHRISTIANITY, -

The last number of the Wé.s‘tm;nster'; Re-’
yiew contains an artlcle on’ the Phllosopher
Seneca. ‘He'ig one ‘0 t’he very few heathen
teachers whom the' enemles of revelatxon
Lave been fond of mentloumg ag rlvals of'
Christian writers, ' Undoa tedl there g
jmuch that is admirable'in hid Wi ings, Tofty
in sentiment, and, admu‘ably expressed
Sometimes, mdeed “h'ee séems Fo Speak als
most like a Chrlstlan and 0" have- left‘ the
old heatben morality far} El.‘vehmd Tt is
scarcely strange, th nveterate sceptl-
cism should wish to’presls him 1nto its sers
vico. We can scarcely doubt from’ some
things in the article above mentloned that
this was the animus’ of {ke- wnter

Speaking of the Phllosopher, he rerharks,
« Freed from the supérstitions of the popu-
lace, exalted above the illusiond”of Stoical
orthodoxy, replacing’ ‘thie multlphclty of
gods by the unity of ‘the’ ‘divine nature, and
substituting for external’ worship’ the spm-
tual adoration which" lies in the knowledg’e
of God, and the humble’ lmrtatwn of his per-
foction, Seneca, a8 & Gotnpetent authorxty
obscrves, holds a foremost rank’ ambﬁg
those who represent in' jte hlghest pnnty
the elevated moral concepttons whlch classn-
cul antiquity attained.” =

Tt is very natural, that putting’ forth thig
claim in behalf of ¢ olasslcal antxquity,”, the
writer should be very relictant to admit,
that Seneca owed anything to Lhrlstlanxty

Although he touches on the resémblance at | o

some points between the teaching of ‘the'
Philosopher-and the' gredt Apostle “of the
(ientiles—a resemblance that is indded
striking, and has ‘been -often ‘noted-—hé’ is
unwilling to allow' that the Roman: derived
anything from the Jew. ~ He sots aside the
opinions of Henry, ‘Troplong and others, to

commend tho—view.--of Zelia:,..thde-esmeca’ e

was not acquainted with Paul, or indebted
to bim for his peculiar views. “We are not
prepared to_maintain ‘that he‘is in- error
hiere, but we must say, that it seems to us a
matter concerning’ whxch hehasnorightto be
confident. Seneca’ was Nero’s teacher. His
closing years—the very period of Paul’s re-
sidence in Rome —may well have made him
acquainted with the views which were daily
disputed in “the School of one Tyrannus,”
and o man of Seneca’s literary and philoso-
phical taste, would scarce fail ‘to avail him-
sclf of the opportumty to understand some-
thing of the teachings of ‘a man, who,in a
rcligious cause had appéaled to Ceesar.

But wo are not digposed to attach so much
importance to this fact—inasmuch as some
of Seneca’s writings’ were of an earlier date
48 ta the statement thatthere were Chris-
tians in Owsar’s household. - It will ‘not an-
swer to say, ae soime have said, that ¢ Chris-
tianity was in the air,! forig s0, why did not
other noble Romans, breathmg‘t‘ng same at-
mosphere, place thfmselves’ in “the" “Bame
moral line with Seneca? ¢Christianity in-
the air!' But how-came it there? It was
diffused - abroad undoubtedly by’ Christian
teaching. For thirty years the man-that
“turned the world upside down,’ bad made
noise enough to be heard by one who sat at
that focus of the world’s whispering gallery,
the imperial court of Rome! -Would *it not
have been strange, that Seneca should never
have heard of Christ or Christian doetrine?
Aud taking a review of the best heathen au-
thors, does it not appear almost, if not quite;
iLoredible that such wrntmgs as those of Se-
*¢ca should have been produced by one who
Wig indebted only fo lealned heathen or to

18 \wn reasonings ? :

Butyranting all that the reviewer is dts-
posed t0-]gim—that Seneca represents “the
tlovated nnra] conceptions which classical
autiquity abajnéd;"—what a force does it
give to the délgration of Paul; concerning
those who, havig set the law, were a law
to themselves, ‘\eir *houghts, meanwhile,
accusing or else ex\using'nne another !

The foremost healyen Wrser of his: day,
the loftiest moralist, the most peofound phil-
osopher approximates\ to- the “Christian
standard of duty ! Whi\a testi
divine truthfulness of t
PTUdueed not m the worl

scriptural‘uqde
metropohs N

people isoluted amon:g the nytions!

the rev:ewer finds hxmse}f' under the neces-
sity of confessing, that Seneca, did' not live

‘up to his own standard,. . Therewas a glori-
.| ous, gorrespondence between the creed and

‘| the-life, the faith and the martyrdom of.the,
Apostle Pail. We feel that he is not merely
a teacher He lives what be teaches But
how was-ib-with Senéda? - If his! Writings
were a fragrant ¢ pot of ointment,” his life
dropped many a dead fty into it. The'Feviéw-
er 8ays, '« Seneds/s position ‘was ' equivodal.
He'was immensely-tich; and heiprofessed-tol

'admire poverty. - He"tvasfso‘;usuriedsf; Diomw

says, that his exactiofis in"Britdin: werevthe |
octasion ‘of ‘the insurrection - wnder: Carae-|
tacus. ‘= Héwi Kad 'he - aceumulated- all-this
fabulous wealth? In his frequent eulogi-
ums’ on-poverty, wé donot think:Seneca
was wholly insincere, though weregret.that;
he did mot recommend his:..theory by. his
practicé: : After all abatements ‘woi-allow

' that Senech was: mconsmtently and ungrace-

fally-rieh.”s o |
A somewhat serious: admlssron, when Se-

jueca is.to.be :held-up: by the side of. those
'who counted; all.things but’ loss forr Christ’s

sake,and w'ene, at.least, the.consigtent follow—

‘ersof Him who had not where to lay bis head |

We are not disposed: to notebther failings ¢ of

-Seneta:whlch the, reviewer admlts,( it - 1s,

enough - to. observe, -that, his wordsparg
golden, but hip deeds are lead.:;; The two do,
not.correspond. But: what would be, said of
‘an Apdstolic. writer agamst whom an.analo-
gous charge could be brought 7. Let Seneca
standasthe noblest Roman of them all, butlet
it be simply toshow more conclusjvely, that

¢« the Christian is the highest, style -of man.”

L.
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BE JUST AND FEAR N0'l‘.

In all the history of popular governments
it would be difficult to find & party so purc]y
one of principle, as is the Repubhcan party
of otr day and coungry. Popular govern-’
ments—ours among the rest—from'timhe im-
memorial, huve been the prey of deéma-'|
gogues and part1es have, for the most part

.

a‘iin?"bcyt)nd their > own ! aggrand;zement

their « principles” have; too often been mere
declarations of prejudice, or passion, ornar-
row self-interest,—sometimes of positive hos-
tility to truth, morality,and religion,—which
political asplrants have thrown into shape
and have advocated in the hope of gammg

the popular favor. * But it is- the most.en-

couraging sign in the history of our country,
that & great party has arisen and for nearly:
eight years -hag corntrolled - ita .destinies,
whose principles are aimed directly against
the base. prejadices, the narrow selfishness,
the material, grovelling, short-sighted policy:
which. have hitherto formed the chief ma-

‘terial for. the construction:of party plat-

forms; . The Republican party- was the
embodiment, originally, of the-Christian pur-
pose of -the nation {0 restrict the progress.
of slavery. It was soon educated to.-the
purpose. to destroy slavery, by the war of
the.slave-holders against- the life of the na-
tion.  1ts: endurance through four years.of
dreadful war; its patience under enérmous

“burdens of taxation; its persistence:in spite |

of.the assassination of ifs leader at the.-head
of the gewernment, and of the. unexampled
treachery of his-successor and trusted:asso-
ciates in office; its perseVeranceand-progress
on the high road: of equal itights, raising s
whole race from slavery not only:to free-
dom but to citizenship, giving to the nation
areinforcement of half a million loyal voters,
and to Protestant Christianity an accession

of strength such as Romanism: vainly. seeks

to.gain in Ireland; are among the most re-
markable facts in the. history of our.gov-
ment and of the progress of freedom .in.the
world,, i The triumph. of Prussia and, Italy
over Austna, the progress of hberty in Aus-
tria ifself, the disastrous repulse of France
and.., Austria. with .. their  anti-republican
aims, from the heart of the new world, and
the grand success of. the Reform: movement
in England, form a class of facts. in .which
the. trumph- of the Republican Party in Ame-
rica holds .a position-of the h]ghest shonor
and influence.

.The Republican party of: our country A8
perhaps the first great instance of party.suc-
eess in an appeal to the moral instincts of.a
people. Tbhe high moral tone of the party.
hias drawn to its supportthebest spirits, the
philanthropists, the religious: people,.the,
'iihurches almost.in. a body, the solid; sub;,
StNtml educated, ‘thinking..people .of the

But asif forced' to overth!aw hls own: 1do] la.n di~ Lieaders- Qf the party eltber ah:eadyv

i ™,

weré,. ot hke Henry Wllson and Govérnor
Geary; have since-:becoms, : veligious ..men.

'Amorg them:are-the friends of Temperance.
and; theipledgéd adherents of:its - principles.

PresidentJohnson Jeserted; the :Republican
partydn the fit-of:drankenness-which made.
hi& inavguration: infamous. .. The-disgrace of |
returningicommon;drankards.and: jprofessed
pugilists -and: gamblers to the National Liex

gislatore. helongs notorlously 40 the Demo- :

cratic party. i B

We believe the people w1th thelr advan-
cing imtelligence and: w1thtthegw1der, spread |
of mlsg;mthmughj r.ewvals ap,d, Ehurch Bx-|
'tension, -vave neached:a; pointi where, party
organization for. the, mere sake. of partys. for |,
the:elevation of a.set.of .parky leaders; and |
for securing-the.speils of. office will. sunply
disgust -and repel tthem.. . We beliavethe;
late terrible.and eostly: struggle, has; endear-z
ed and exalted theirnc ountry,lnthe,lr osteem.

ful] attendance at the next meetmg of the
Alhance in New York, where, although no
posltlve decxslon wag practicable, there is
no reason to doubt, it will be held. « We

‘need you;” he said; “for: our work i8' great,” "
and: “your! c'hildr-én -are there, and:after you |

have visited our shores; we: know. you. will
pray:for s a8 youﬂhavé never prayed forus
?b-efore e AE e ne

than t'he most gangiine friends of the Alli-
ance had ventured tc hope & “divine bene-
end upon it ¥

unph1 osophical, workers' from
del ‘the. lead of‘ Lord Radstoélx contubuted
a pleasant mﬂuence o the meetmgs

so that they willmo. longer%oqpsent t0.8¢ee " PR

its higher: intesiests overtdokeiandite polivy |,

and very-existence become.a matter of-mere. :

wrangling bétween. men:abso!dtely Awithout:|
charactor, gifisior insight: beyendithe. bare |
management.; of - pafty:- ‘machis aery. -and the.
clap-trap of demagoguism..isWeare -thor-
aughly surfgitied: withithe cang-ofiprofessed
politiciaiis about; keeping morpl; subjects.out;
.of politics ag. unsuitable. .- Republican:politi-
‘¢lans;-éspecially, who mtter: sueh sentiments)
must be charged with extraor thnary obtuge-
ness: as to!the principles; orlgmf and suteess
of ‘their'own party’; « I'bat isithe.grand .em-i
‘bodiment of: thed ifatmnal \ul\;l that inoral
principles:shall guzde the destiby and .shape
' | the policy.of the.. Republic.... nte annul-or

- | frusttate:that purpose by pasr.t. trickery and-

the- members:of the: party willstay at:home
-and leave their corrupt leaderq in the lurch,.
a8 they have:.just dose in. Cahfornla The
Republican party -may und.eggp vieissitude;
‘may suffer temporary:deféatesiiwe must. be
prepared for that-thut its vabiage ground
is the strongest in the- ‘whol#; WOnld—the
consclence of the pepple «/Bhe ghortest

learned the expedle’ncy, it noﬂdag@rwer,
of mamtannmg this: I’mpregnable pos1tre;n\

o4 it
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THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. IL- o

AMSTERDAM Auu ‘78th 1867

The Alhance held its closm«r session last |
evening. The 1nterest whlch has risen
fl‘O'n the ﬁxst seemed here to ascend to &
very h]gh piteb. In the general hall of the
Theologlcal Garden, where all the members
of the alllance dlned in common dunno- the
scssmns, there was, if posslble an mclease
of social and Chrlstlan enthusmsm Numer—
ous speeches were made all breathmg a fer-

preaet i
P - \ i

vent evangehstlc spirit. A short address by ,

Rev. G. Wendell Prime, formerly of Detroit,
descrves specral ‘mention. He alluded to the
fact that, at the creation, ‘God put man in.a
garden and that since the fall, there had al-
ways existed in the’ human ind a desire to
again be’in a garden and he thanked God,
that he had put it into the heart of" the
good people of Amsterdam, to arrange’ to
brmg the Evangellcal Alhauce not’ only into
one garden but into two gardens.
three or four homs in th1s dehghtful place
of resort there was a, retirn 'to ‘the Park
zaal, Whrch is'also in a garden as in timated
above “The last hymn was sung from the
‘bymn-book prepared in fout languages for

the use 56 o this meetmg Aln'éarnest’ prayer :
in Dutch was oﬂ'ered by aRotterdam pastor b

and an address was ‘made by Rév: Coher’
Stewart, the Secretary of the Committee!of
the ‘Alliance in Holland. - This gentleman
spoke first for about fifteen minutesin French;

thenturning he addressed his b#friends from
America and from England” in excellent
English; and again ke greatly delighted his
German: audltors by a fluedt’ address in the’
German tongue,andiconcluded with remarks
in':the' speech. of Holland. --'Whatever elsé
may-be-said of Him,-he is certainly a ‘man
of : great ability. - A: fervent prayer in-Ger-
‘main was-offered by Dr. Kruminacher; and:
in. -English-by ‘Dr. B, Steané.of. London.

Several addresses were:made in various lan-

| guages, and finally Dr. Prime of the: “Néw:

York Observer” ‘delivered a bappy address;
saying that the hour of parting was the first;

painful hour; and that-all who bad:attended:|

the meetings of the Alliance would go hence:
with the conviction:that it-was:an unspeak-
‘able privilege which they had enjoyed tox
_gether,.to consider, as they-bad considered,

the.matters which pertain to the whole king:
dom of Chrnst and concluded by fnrgmg ai

- havés):

After A

.speak 1 the’ Engllsh” tohgue alone, but’
they set, 10 Work” to evangelize the ‘masses

of Holland by pr eachm gthroughinterpreters; |

‘and some souls wetd doubtless awakenéd'aid:
donverted through the Tabors of thiése exgel:
lent people who are understood to be con-

nected with the “Plymouth Brethren T

They sowed the city with tracts, and it
may be, hoped that an abundantharvest will
spring up from this’ holy ‘seed. - A‘ earrlatre
wasd passmg in one of the narrow strcets, a8
the’ evening twilight was “deepening into
darkness, and I obserVed the hand of a lady
from the window of” ‘the 'vehicle, beckomng
1o ‘me’to ‘take a’ somethmg whlte which-
seeméd to be a letter. ¢ Here,” I thought to
myself; «is adventure—here is a romarce.”
-1 stretched forth' my hand-‘and took the
seaming epistle. It was a tract, entitled: the
“Mrae: Way”, bya-good man in England,
whose name translated intoDuteh; is “Rijle.”
Not being ‘able: to:read-it, I gave it-away -to.
an intelligent’Netherlander :that 1t mwht
fulﬁl its: evangellstlc mission. Pl

| SYSTEMATIO BENEFICENCE HOBBY.
“Arother B "‘p‘b’i‘men ‘Wave been pressing
the 1dea‘oT "systematrc ‘beneficence'—as

“Thay-cull it-=ns 4’device wlnch - will soon-un-|:

lock the treasurxes of all countrles A eer?
tain proportlon they say, must be laid aside

; 'scrupulously for the doing of good deeds;

and the remainder, (<ay nine-tenths); will
support any man better than -the whole:

1 This, they not’ only recommend, ‘but insist

upon and assert to be the fixed: “fnancial
law ‘of ‘the Gospel,” " which~is manifestly

wrong, for God Tequiresinot a- tenth nor &

half; bat the-whole. * God  has, and- insists
upon, proprletorshlp i the 'whol® body, soul
‘and substance of every believer. -

-“But it cannot‘be -expected that: only sen-
sible'men will-attend a rneetmg of ecumen-
ical ‘proportions. - :

- One day was:given: up partlallyﬂto mis-
sions: - Rev. Dr. Hamlin of Constantino-
ple and ‘Rev. Mr. Green of Broosa; Rev.
Mr. Mulleiis and “others,” spoke -of their
respcctwe ﬁelds with great felicity.~

The grave and- studied “papers; whxch
from day to- day, have beenpresented to
‘this body, will find their way to the:public
through the appropriate channels. It. would
be impossible to report them for a newspa-
per article or even to descrlbe them for they
have been presented in every style of deliv-
ery.. and in_ four languages, and have embod-
the persons and natlons to. whom they be-

long
1 .
' SA‘BBATH

It may be sald however, a51de ﬁom the
moral 1nﬂuence of this great meeting and
,the mtellectual and soc;al results of - thxs in-.
ternatlonal fellowshxp, that conslderable sers:
viee has been rendered to the cause o
Sabbath by ¢ confelence and personal la
A document bas, been circulated, and very,
gcnerally subscrlbed to, expressmg an earn-
est hope and desire that * vovernments mu-
nicipalities and mdsters- of -establishments
ever ywhere wonld endeavor to. secure -to
‘those under their care, the moral and spn-lt-
ual advantages of rest and worshxp -on the
Lord’s day » Th}s document has been gireu-,
'lated and read in every language and de-
voutly cons,ldered . ‘.

Sk

CI'VIL -AND. RELIGIQUS ; LIBEBTY f

The interests of civil and religious; hberty :
iin.every part of the world must be greatly.
‘subserved. by. thls Jimposing. gathex;mg, and

many:a weary,soul in;Spain and.in.. Turkey
‘and,in the faroff countries.of the earthtwﬂl

Tejoice’ that «Eva!!gshss_l _Chr,xstendosn 8.

ELINE SO 3 N P S ST TN
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able thus to concentrate its influence for the
succor of the persecuted and the deliverance
of the eaptxve o

ORGANIZATION-—“ E Prurisus Unum.”

An: effort was made-to give to the Alliance
a Constltutlon and General Government,
somewhat sumlar to that. of the United
States At presentitis composed of branches

| which possess no. trunk And for general
' busmess, and :concerns which need a very

speedv bandling, it is an unw1eldy organiz-
ation or rather non-organization. . It is not
desxred to. trench upon the rights of the se-
parate 1 branches. They must be left at per-
fect hberty to. orlgmate and _propose moas-
ures-for the conslderatlon of the whole, and
also to take care of thelr own natxonal con-
ters . whfch need 1mmed1ate attentnon and
for the easy and speedy adJustment of. busn- :
ness whlch hke the Week of Prayer, con-
cerns the Whole world, a general internation-
al Committse is needed, to whom these mat-
ters may, be pafely entrusted ,

.To brlngnabont such a change an effort
was ‘made by Dr. McCosh who séems {0 be
unwearied in good works and a-good friend
of the United States, and others The idea.
of the “B plurlbus unum” was mtroduced
with difficulty into some mmds especxally
those of Frenchmen, but' at last an arrange-
ment was made, which'will probably Tesult
in giving to all'the national branches of the'
Alliance a government modeled after our
own general governmeént. Meantime the
British' Branch is to take the initiative in
all matters of the greatest importance.

.
—
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" COMPLIMENTARY SUPPER.—The Board of
Managers of the Y. M. C: A, of this city,
gave a complimentary supper, September’
T4th, to their fellow officer, George W. Moars
Esq, on the oceasion of his safe roturn from
Europe. Péter B. Simons Esq., thie President

.i|.of the Association, preslded with his acous-’

tomed affability. There were present Mesars.
‘Geo. H Stuart; Joht Wanamaker, Thomas.
Tolman, Samuel Loag, Henry Pollock, Rov.
obp' W Mears,DD Rev. W. B. "Culliss the
‘Secretary, and many dthers. After enjoy-’
ing the excellent'viands, Mr. Meats was in-
‘troduced by the President, and proceeded to
give a rapid, but detailed and highly in-
teresting 2 account of his interviews with the
Young’ Men’s Christian Associations in Eng-
1and and on ‘the Continent, whom he had
sought as ‘the ‘accredited representative of
the Philadelphia Association. Mr. Mears,
‘having referred to the spiritless singing at
‘the meetmgs of these bodies, and remarkmg
that he felt’ strongly moved, on one occasion,
to show them how we in America smg “Say
brothers. will you meet us,” Mr. Simons

. proposed that we Jom in smgmg it on the

spot. The whole company rose, joined hands,
and poured out this thrilling chorus in {rue
American style. . In like: manner, Mr. Mears
descrlbmg the closmg scenes on the home-
ward passage, ‘which occurred on Sabbath,
when the passenrrers at his suggestion, uni-
ted in singing, “When I can read my title
glear,” to the tune. of Auld Lang Syne, the
compauy again rose and joined in the same
words to thes same tune. Prayer was offered
by Mr Graeff, and ‘the benediction pro-
nounced by Dr.. Mears, when the delighted
company dlspersed Itis proposed that Mr.
‘Mears embody a8 much of hlsi observations
in Europe as may be thought appropriate,
in.the form of gne or more lectures to be de-

o lxvered before the Assocxatmn thxs fall.

i o

: "AN'T}BULIEI&IOAL Cormd_n. .'—-By Atlantic .
arn “that Pias: IX. has re-
solved upon calling an Ecumenical Council,.
‘an event which ‘the’Roman Catholic Church-
‘has not wituessed since the famous Counoit
of Trent, three centuries ago. :This council
was summoned to meet the exigency of the
‘Reformation.of the Sixteenth Century. The
Pope sces.;a, new .Reformation . creeping
-around hxm, nd swelling to the very thresh-
old’of the Vatican, and has deterinined, after
exhaustlng @l other methods; to have re-
course to the same expedient. = It was meas-

urably.successful..jin the 16th century, but
what it will accomphsh in the 19th remains

o —
e —

|to. he seen.

Sy A“Vf

Tnn Conennenrmnnmsr AND RrcorDER,
«formed by the _unlon of the two well- known Bos-
ton_papers, has come out in the form of a double
sheot and 160ks and reads  well. “The Boston re-
ligious’papets have been very slow to agsume the
quarto form; le Watchman:and: Reflector  hav-
mg -acted a8; pxoneer only a- few months ago.
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