
His sincere but misjudging servants, the responsi-
ble authors of the schism, that they might eat the
fruit of their own rash sowing, has taken away—in
the one case by death, and in the other by prostrat-
ing disease.--the two honored brethren whom we
put forward to guide our steps toward the goal of
re-union. We mourn at such a time as this, the
loss of those bright intellects, those warm hearts,
those genial and conciliating manners, that could
have effected so much in smoothing for us the way

•of peace.
And I cannot but mention in this place, and on

this occasion, that younger brother, whose active,enterprising character had made him already well
known to our Church ; who stood with' us a year
ago, in all the vigor of his robust constitution, on
the summit of Pilot Knob; and who would have
come from his home by the Mississippi, to his ear-
lier home on the banks of the Genessee, to mingle
his greetingswith ours. But an all-wise Providence
called him away in the midst of his career. Others
of us, who climbed with difficulty that iron summit,
seemed far more likely to cease from our labors be-
fore another Assembly, than he. Let us hasten to
finish up our work, that may leave the Church
nearer her ideal perfection than we found her; that
we may not lose our share in the blessing that comes
en the peace-makers, and the further blessing that
awaits those faithful servants whom the Lord when
He comes shall find waiting and ready.

Biorttlanum.
DIVORCES.

The frequency of divorces is certainly be-
coming sufficiently scandalous in our country.
Every day seems to add to the disgraceful
statistics which, in this matter, stand record-
ed against us. It is well to be proud of the
high point to which our civilization has at-
tained, but it is worse than foolish to close
our eyes to the wretched blotches which are,
here and there, enstamped upon it. None
are more vitiating to the moral tone of our
social life, and at the same time more de-
structive to our fair fame in the eyes of the
Christian world, than these filthy sores
which arise from the prostitution of the sa-
cred estate of marriage.

The causes of this foul disease in our
otherwise elevated social being are variously
judged of. By some they are mainly traced
to the low view which the law seems to take
of the marriage relation—calling it an agree-
ment merely, or a civil contract. That a de-
grading tendency has arisen from this source
there can hardly be any rocm to doubt. If
this is taken as the full and complete view
of the relation that holds between. husband
and wife, it is then, of course, the veriest
plaything of every changing fancy, and at
the mercy of every fitful gust of passion.
But we have never learned that it was the
design of the law, in holding marriage in the
light of a contract, thereby to define its full
nature, or to say that it is nothing more than
this. Its object is simply to say that this
only is the aspect of it which is cognizable by
the legal eye, or by which it becomes incor-
porated in the civil code and is brought un-
der the regulative authority of law. Its
moral and spiritual nature, as lying beyond
this, is riot necessarily denied. With this,
however, the law as such, has nothing to do.
Still, without any direct design on the part
of the law, we cannot but admit that great
damage has been done to the whole subject
of marriage, by the low legal phraseology in
which it is thus clothed. What is thus said
of it is by many taken as a full definition of
its nature; and we can very easily conceive
how, in such cases, the way would be opened
for the most irreverentfeeling andreckless con-
ductinregard to it. The ignorance which such
cases involve is, however, too great to induce
the conviction that the mischief, from this
source, is very extended or wide-spread. We
cannot therefore admit that the legal aspect
of the marriage relation is by any means the
main cause of the fearful divorce pest which
is so rapidly spreading throughout the land.

A greater cause, in our view at least, lies
in the facility by which these divorces are
obtained. At this point the moral animus of
the legal view comes to much bolder and
clearer light. We cannot roll of the con-
viction that it involves a• degrading practical
infidelity. Facts, however much we may be
disposed to shun them, cannot be set aside.
The sacredness of the relation and its bind-
ing authority, as these lie in its divine and
spiritual nature, lying back of its legal con-
tract feature, seems to be almost entirely
disregarded. It makes no account of what
God has done in the act of marriage, and
what, in the nature of the case, the law can
have no power to undo, except on the con-
dition which God has revealed. The law has
recklessly, it would seem, taken the whole
subject, in this view, under its control; and
this too, plainly without any care to ascer-
tain the will of God in regard to it. Causes
of the most trivial character are often ad-
mitted as fully sufficient to separate what
God has joined together. In this way, what
in its own nature is the most elevated insti-
tution which God has established in the
bosom of our social existence, is torn down
to the miserable level of every irregular feel-
ing and 'wicked human passion. To a great
extent it is placed at the mercy of these
changing feelings and degraded passions
themselves. It is not unfrequent that the
mere matter of money is itself sufficient to

blast what God had established, and to convert
into a moral pestilence what He designed
should be a source of blessing to the race.
No one can muster sufficient courage to look
the loathsome subject fully in the face, with-
out clearly perceiving that our legislatures,
and the courts under them, have in this view
committed an error for which they must, and
will, some day, be held to a strict account.

But the subject does not end at this point.
Would to God it did. We regard the main
cause of this dire evil, which at this time is

sapping the very life of our social being
more than any other, as arising in the low
and unworthy views of the marriage relation
which obtain even in our nominally Christian
communities. As a Christian institution, it
is plainly the duty of the Christian Church
to foster and guard it. The practical view
which the Christian community mayhave of it,
must be regarded as the measure in which
the Church has either performed or neglected
its duty in this direction. No one will deny
that the marriagerelation is a legitimate pul-
pit theme. It meets the man of God, at va-
rious points in divine revelation, and not
only as always sacred in itself, but as still
more so in its solemn associations. It is
made the herald frequently of the most cen-
tral mysteries of Christianity., And yet we
seem to listen in vain for those solemn and
distinct annunciations in regard to it from
the pulpit, which its own high 'nature and
spiritual sacredness demand. When it is
dwelt upon, it is, as a general rule, more for
vain sensation effect, than for any other pur-
pose. The light, vapid romance of the day
is—when this subject is the theme—made to
take the place of the deep and solemn Gos-
pel. The holy image of this holy estate,
which may have been formed within the
minds of the young by conscientious parents
in the sacred circle of home, is thus severed,
and often wholly destroyed, by the very
agency which God has constituted to foster,
elevate and guard it. a great responsi-
bility rests upon the State in regard to this
general subject, one of no less solemn char-
acter, to say the least, hangs also upon the
Church ; for it must be confessed that both
in the way of "omission and commission,"
the Church has, in this view, terribly fallen
behind her whole duty. •

The subject is one of a central and prac-
tical character. The disruptions of ,this
kind, which are occurring in all sections of
the land, and in all grades of society, are
seriously telling upon the structure of our
whole: moral and social being. Wickedness
of the most blasting power is at work, un-dermining our very foundations. They seem
even to be patronized by the State and con-
nived at by the Church. Already have they
grown bold in their sin. Is the sad result
not yet sufficiently sad to arrest public atten-
tion ? It is surprising that the Church, know-
ing the facts as she must know them, can
allow herself to remain calm 'and silent in
regard to the matter. The time has evidently
come when she should take a bold and de-
cided stand in relation to the subject, and
speak out her whole mind. A strong stand-
ard needs to be lifted up against the filthy
floods which are sweeping over the land,
bearing away the fairest flowers of virtue
and breaking up the foundations of moral
being itself.

Wewrite earnestly, because we feel earnest-
ly the blighting evil which, lurks within our
social organization. What is the moral worth
of our civilization, if it involve a wrecked
marriage? What is the hopeofthe Church ifth e
material and moral basis of the covenant be
thus shattered ? What future prospect, in-
deed, in any view, can we entertain, if the
fountain of beingbe allowed, to any general ex-
tent, to become thus poisoned by infidelity?
Let Synods awake to their duty in this
regard. Let the pulpits of the land raise
their trumpet voices, from the true gospel
standpoint, on this subject. Then, after we
have discharged our duty, let us humbly
hope and pray that we may not be utterly
consumed by this fire of hell.—Ger. Ref.
Messenger.

PAUL'S QUOTATIONS PROM THE GREEK
POETS.

The Apostle Paul is the only one of the
inspired writers whomanifests any acquaint-
ance with the classic literature of Greece.
The earlier apostles were not only unletter:
ed men, but their training was. strictly and
exclusively Jewish. Paul was a Roman citi-
zen by right of birth, and a native of Tar-
sus, a city celebrated then and king before
for its schools, and although he was brought
up at the feet of Gamaliel, and belonged to
the strictest sect of the Jews, his education
was doubtless far more cosmopolitan than
that of the best educated Palestinian Jews.

On three occasions he cites passages' from
Greek poets, twice formally introducing their
words as quotations, but without naming
the authors, and in the third instance mere-
ly usingthe poet's words, without any inti-
mation that they are quoted.

The first instance is in his discourse on
Mars Hill : "As also some of your own poets
have said :,'For His offspring also we are.' "
(Acts 17 : 28.) The words here cited are
taken from a poem by Aratus, who flourish-
ed about two hundred and seventy years
before Christ. He was a native of Cilicia,
and therefore a fellow-countryman of Paul.
He wrote many poems; but only two have
come down to us. The one from which the
apostle quotes the first half of a hexameter
line was an astronomical poem, of which
Ovid says that the author's fame would live
as long as the sun and moon endure : "Cum
sole et tuna semper Aratus exit." Cicero made
a metrical translation of this poem; but it
has not come down to us. It was translated
into Latin by two other ancient. scholars.
One of these translations is extant, and also
a part of the other. A German translation
was also published by S. H. Voss, at Heidel-
berg, in 1824. Virgil is said to have been
indebted to the poems ofAratus for some of
the facts and ideas embodied in his Georgics.
The Cilicians erected a monument to his
memory, and three ancient biographies of
him are extant, though the authors of them
are unknown.

The Athenians who heard this quotation,
no doubt regarded Aratus as a renowned
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poet, while theyregarded Paul as an obscure
barbarian and an insignificant babbler, (v.18.)
The times have changed. The only interest
of what we have written about Aratus, to
men of his age, arises from the fact that
Paul quoted half a line from one of his
poems.

Almost the same words are found in a
hymn to Jupiter, composed by Cleanthes,
Stoic poet, who flourished only a few years
later than Aratus. This hymn, which has
come down to us entire, consists .of about
forty- hexameter lines., Doddridge.say-s of it
"It is the ptirest and finest piece of. natural
religion in all pagan antiquity; and it con-
tains nothing unworthy of a Christian,
nay, I had almost said, of an inspired
writer."

The same idea, though not so distinctly
and fully expressed, may be found also in the
the poems of Pindar and Tyrtmus. Hence
there was a propriety id,the apostle's use of
the plural number.—" some of your own
poets,"—although the precise .word which
he quotes are found only in Aratus.

—Watchman and Reflector.

SPIRITUALISM.
The spiritualist ofthe present would have

us believe, and does, perhaps, himself believe,
that what he has embraced is new—that it is
an indication of the world's progress—a step
in advance. But there.are few delusions of
the present that are not a reproduction of
something in the past—sometimes but a poor
and feeble imitationof it. The more wekno*
ofthe deceptions which have been practised
and gained curreney, in ages long ago, the
less liable shallwe be to be broughtunderthe
.power of modern deception. The resurrec-

• tion of an old delusion that has lived its day,
died and been buried,.may dupe one who is
ignorant of its previous history, but can
hardly deceive him who has read its biogra-
phy. Inreading that learned and able work,
"The Conversion of ,the Roman Empire, by
Charles Merivale," we came upon the follow-
ing picture ofthe deceptions by which men
were duped in the third century

"We are acquainted with some, at least,
ofthe expedients emiiloyed to represent the
apparition of gods, and demons, and the
spirits of the departed to the half-delirious
votary. He was bidt to look into a basin
filled with water, the( bottom of which had
been covertly replaced with glass, with an
opening in the floor beneath. The form for
which he inquired wasrevealed to him from
below; or the figure was traced invisibly on
the wall, and lightly touched with a com-
bustible composition; la torch was applied,
and the god, or demon, or spirit was sudden-
ly displayed in fire. The ancients, it seems,
could employ many of our secrete agents of
deceit; sympathetic ink was not unknown
to their adepts and impostors. Their con-
jurors and jugglers wre to the full as skilful
as ours; and their ar s were turned to ac-
count for objects far ore serious than the
mere buffoonery of the streets_ •It is well,
even for mu. use and .kinStruction;, that,- ,those
tricks were exposed at the time, and the re-
cord of them perpetuated. The phenomena
of modern spiritualism, whatever their ac-
tual origin, are, I believe, an exact repro-
duction ofthe presumed wonders of the third
century; of an age not unlike our own in
credulity and incredulity, in nervous irrita-
bility, in impatience of the grave teachings
of experience."

It seems incredible that men, under the
full light of Christianity, in this nineteenth
century, can be cheated by the same tricks
that were practiced and exposed in that
early period. But so it is. It is a blessed
consideration that as these delusions 'appear
and disappear, create their brief excitements
and pass away, "thefoundation ofGod stand-
eth sure."

THE SPIRIT OE PREACHING.
That unearthly sermonizing of Baxter

and' Howe, so abstracted from all the tem-
poral and secular interests of man, so rigo-
rously confined to human guilt and human
redemption; that preaching which upon
the face of it does not seem even to recog-
nize that man has any relations to this little
ball of earth, which takes him off the planet
entirely, and contemplates him simply as a
sinner in the presence of God; that preach-
ing, so destitute of all literary, scientific,
economical, and political elements and al-
lusions, was nevertheless one of the most
fertile causes of the progress of England
and America. Subtract it as one of the
forces of English history, and the career of
the Anglo-Saxon race would be like that of
Italy and Spain.

Dare, my brethren, to work upon this
theory. Make and keep your sermons
throughly evangelical in their substantial
matter. The temptations are many, in the
present age, to multiply topics, and to intro-
duce themes into the pulpit upon which
Christ and his Apostles never preached. It
is enough that the disciple be as his master.
And if the Son of God, possessing an infinite
intelligence, and capable of comprehending
in his .intuition the whole abyss of truth,
physical and moral, natural religion and re-
vealed all art, all beauty, and all grandeur;
if the Son of God, the omniscient One, was
netertheless reticent regarding the vast
universe of truth that lay outside, of the
Christian scheme, and confined himself to
that range of ideas which relate to sin and
redemption, then who are we that we should
venture beyond his limits, and counteract
his example ?

Ifthe Christianpreacher would suffuse his
thoughts with that yearning charity which
St. Paul describes, let him live in the light
of the cross; let him feel the virtue of ex-
piating blood in his conscience. The imme-
diate intuition of the great atonement arms
the preacher with a wonderful tenderness
and power of entreaty. Other doctrines
are powerful, but this carries him beyond
himself, and fills him with a deathless affec-
tion for God and the soul of man,that seems
madness itself to the natural mind. White-
field's, Summerfield's and McCheyne's glow-

ing and seraphic ferVor mas inspired almost
wholly by this single truth. And what a
pathetic earnestness, what a tender and
gentle sympathy ever mingled with the
strong flood-tide of Chalmers' emotion after
that memorable sickness, when he sat for
weeks upon the brink of eternity, and there,in the face of endless doom and death, ob-
tained the first clear, calming view of his
dying Redeemer.—Prof. W. G. T. Shedd.

Atuttiumitto.
SAMUEL WORK,

STOCKS LOANS, COIN,
AND

GOVERNMENT SECURITIES,
Bought and Sold on Commission,

No. 129 SOUTH THIRD STREET,
(Second Floor, Entrance on Dock Street

PHILADELPHIA.

J. H. 13IIRDSALL'S
CICIN3PMCICMCIPIV3EI=II. -sr,

ICE CREAM & DINING SALOONS,
210.1121 Chestnut St., GirardRow,

PHILADELPHIA.

Parties supplied with Ice Creams, Water Ices; Boman Punch
CharlotteBusses, Jellies, Blanc Mange, Fancy and Wedding Cakes
Candy Ornaments, Fruits, &c., In. 1070-tt

QEEDS ! SEEDS ! !—We have now on hand,
'Fresh and Genuine, a full assortment of the most approved va-

rieties of
Garden, Field, and Flower Seeds.

New descriptive catalogues furnished gratis,also Wholesale and
Retail price lists, on application. •

COLLINS, ALDERSON &-CO., Seedsmen and Florists,
Mar. 7--3m. 1111 it 1113 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa.

CLEMENT SMITH & SONS,
FURNITURE WARE-ROOMS,

24.8,50UTH SECOND STREET,
Respectfully inform our friends and the public that we have

opened en establishment at the above place, where we will manu-

facture all descriptions ofFineCabinet Work. Many years' ea
perience in conducting the manufacture of one of the oldest and
largest establishments in this city, has given us the advantage of

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE and SKILL in the ART o
DESIGNING and MANUFACTURING FINF.

CABINET WORK, on the most
Reasonable' Terme.

For character and ability, we refer those ivho mayfavor us to the
undersigned gentlemen:

J. C. FARR, 324 Chest-nut Street.

S. R. HILT, N. E. corner Fifth and Walnut.

W. E. TENBROOK, 1925 Chestnut Street.

H. P. M. BIRICENISINE, 35th and Bearing, W. P

THOMAS POTTER, 229 Arch Street.

ARSON. ItWELL,IIO3 Title Street.

GROVER & BAKER'S
HIGHEST PREMIUM

EL-Wit-STITCH-
AND LOCK STITCH

:.E.WiNEP-:-....mAc.H..1'.N .i-:.
WITH' .L.STE ST /XPif 0 ifi.E.N.E.7r7B.

The Grover& Baker S. M. Co manufacture, in addition to their
celebrated GRoTER k MAJEBR STITCH Machines, the moat per-
fect SHUTTLE or "LOCK STITCH" Machine in the market,and
afford purchasers the opyilliiiinity of selecting, after trial and ex-
amination of both, the one best suited to their wants. tither com-
panies manufacture but one kind of machine each, and cannot offerthis opportunity of selection to their customers.

A pamphlet, containing samples of both the Grover & Baker
Stitch and Shuttle Stitch in 'various fabrics. with full explanations,
diagrams, and illustrations, to enable purchasers to examine, test„and
compare their relative merits, will be furnished, on request, from
our offices throughout the country. Those who desire machines
which dothe best work, should not fail to send for a pamphlet, and
test and compare these stitches for themselves.

OFFICE, 730 citEsTN-uT STREET,

Philadelphia.

PERUVIAN GUANO SUBSTITUTEI

NATIONAL. .
BANK OF THE REPUBLIC,

809 and 811 Chestnut Street,
pllmADELpirrA.

Capital, $500,000. Fully Paid.
DIRECTORS:

JOSEPH- T. BAILEY,
Of Bailey A Co., Jewelers. •

'EDWARD B. ORES,
• Of J. N. & B. B. Orne, Dealers in Carpetings.

NATHAN HILLES,
. _President of the Second National Bank.

WILLIAM ERVIEN.,
Of Myers A Ervien, Flotir Factors.

OSGOOD WELSH,
Of S. A W. Welsh, Commission Merchants.

BENJAMIN ROWLAND, Jr.,
Of B. Rowland, Jr., & Bro., Coal Merchants.

SAMUEL A. BISPHAM.
Of Samuel Bispham & Sons,Wholesale Grocers.

WILLIAM A. RHAWN,
Late Cashier of the Central National Bank.

FREDERICK A. HOYT,
Of F. A. Hoyt & Brother, Clothiers.

PRESIDENT,
WILLIAM 11. &HAW.

CASHIER,
JOSEPH P. MEXPORD.

SOMETHING NEW!
- Send fifty cents for a Specimen Copt of the beautiful
PHOTOGRAPH MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

Regular retail price, MAO. Address
KEeJIAItT & CRLDER, Publishers,

• York, Pa.

JAMES MOORE,

COAL DEALER. •
Eagle Vein, Shamokin and other Coals,

From the most approved Mines, constantly kept on hand.

YARD, 747 SOUTH BROAD STREET.
Orders left at

91$ PINE STREET, or N. W, CORNER
of TENTH and WHARTON STREETS,

promptly attended to.

A_ME,RICAN-
LEAD PENCIL. COMPANY,13A.T3G-11'S

RAW BONE 'NEW -YORK

SUPER PHOSPHATE OF LIME,
DELAWARE RIVER CHEMICAL WORKS,

Factory, Hudson City, N. J.
This Company is now fully prepared to furnish

PEILLADRLPIIXA, U. S. A. LEAD PENCILS,
For Wheat, Bye, Barley, Corn, Oats, Potatoes,

Tobacco, Buckwheat, Sorghum, Turnips, Hops, garden
Vegetables, and every Crop and Plant.

Especially recommended to the growers of
STRAWBERRIES, RASPBERRIES, BLACKBERRIES,

AND ALL SMALL FRUITS.

MORE than 13 years of regular nee upon all description of Crops
grown in the Middle and Southern States, has given a high degree
of popularity to this MANURE, which places itsapplication now,
entirely beyond 4i mere experiment.

.fa-Farniere arerecommended to purchase of the dealer located
in their neighborhood. In sections where no dealer le yet estab-
lished, the Phosphate may be procured directly from the under-
signed. A Priced Circular will be sent to all whoapply.

Our NEW PAMPHLET, "How to Maintain the Futility Ameri-
can Flarnts."-90 pages, giving full informationin regard to the "use
of manure, &c., will be furnished gratis on application.

DATIGOEI & SONS,

Ofilee No. 20 South Delaware Avenue,
PHILADELPHIA.

TiAT3G,I-1 BROTHERS Sr, CO.
GENERAL WHOLESALE AGENTS,

No. 181 Pearl Street, corner of Cedar,

sfirEqual in Quality to the Best Brands

NEW YORK.

The Company has taken great pains and invested a
largo capital in fitting up their factory, and now ask the
American Public to give their pencils a fair trial.
ALL STYLES AND GRADES ARE MANUFACTURED.

Great care has been bestowed on the manufacturing of
Superior HEXAGON DRAWING PENCILS,
specially prepared for the use of Engineers, Architects,
Artists, Ac.

A complete assortment, constantly on hand, is offered at
fair terms to the trade at their Wholesale Sales-room,

34 JOHN STREET,
New York,

The Pencils are to be had at all principal Stationers and
Notion Dealers.

GEORGE

.OE-Ask for the American Lead Pencil.

Wholesale Agentfor Maryland & Virginia,'

No. 97 & 105 Smith's Wharf, Baltimore.

SMYTH ea ADAIR,
Practricall llinalittfacturers of

SUPERIOR

SILVER-PLATED WARE,
FACTORY AZID SALES ROOMS,

No. 35 South Third Street, Up Stairs,
1126 Chestnut Street, Second Floor.

1064-1 y

THOMPSON BLACK & SON,
BROAD AND CHESTNUT STREETS

DEALERS IN

AND EVERY VARIETY OF

C.:A[6IOE FiLLILT ettea-CERIES.
Goods delivered in any part of the City, or packed securely fel- the Country.

, i
-A' ...., ...r...0

PLAIN AND

FANCY JOB P RINTER,
SANSOM STREET HALL..

Fine Work—Original Styles.
FASTEST PRESSES, NEWEST TYPE, ST/TMED WORKMEN•


