“agsin and she arose straightway. And

"His confident words to the sorrowing (808 to.sérve-Jesus at. the same time.
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4€5 the young man, I'say unto thee
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I spent in going to all of our neighboring
than to'gamble or
times I have
by the band and urge
me to leave my wicked companions, and go

Gorrespandemuce.

A GAMBLER'S OWN STORY.

BY REV. EDWARD PAYSON HAMMOND.

I have often found my own, fdith
strengthened to pray for hardened sin-
ners by considering the miracle of the
raising ‘of Lazerus, in contrast with that
of the bringing to life of the son of the

widow Nain, (Luke vii-12,) and Jairus’
~Agughter, (Lukeivili. 41). » [« -
“The little danghter -of. Jairus was but,

. twelve years of age.. . When the Saviour
entered her father’s' house, she had but
just breathed berlast. There she lay, a

~besutiful sleeping child, and yet the cold
- hand of death had been laid upon her

‘and ghe was dead. But the earnest
“prayer of the father had moved the heart
"of Jesus’; and «He took her by the hand,
‘saying, Maid, arise; and her spirit-came

“her parents were astonished.” (Liuke viii.
.55.) But the son of the widow of Nain
" had been much longer dead, for he  was
:just being carried away to the silert
grave. The funeral procession was in
motion as our Lord -approached the gate
of the city. His heart was moved with
compassion. It would have seemed,
from a buman point of view, that a
greaterismount of Divine power must be
axercised to pefform this miracle. But

‘mother are, “ Weep not.” ¢ And.He'said

‘And he that was dead 'stood up, ahd
gan to speak; and they glorified "God.”
Take vii. 16]; ‘Bt while  Jeirus
dughter had been dead but & very Short
time), azid thé widow’s son'ibut & few
" days, Liazarus lisd "bgen g0 the grave
Jour days,” 30 that his very b
becom*offensive! “71v -

When' Mortha besrd the e
«Take yoaway thdlstons, /she¥Was ready
to oppeseitas more thamuseless. . {Jesud |.

cqglmand,%

-saidunto her, said I not-unto .thee; that
'if thou  wouldst believe, thou’ shouldst
LBee the glory of God 7 It is but, little
wonder that she was unable to realize
the mighty power -of the Lord Jesus.
She had never witnessed a miracle of
the kind, though 8o often in the presence
of Jesug; still it.musf, have been diffi-
oult for her to look upon Him as very
God inéarnate.  * Then they took away.
the stone-from: the place where the dead
“was -1aid,” and after a_prayer to His
Tather, Jesus ¢ cried with a loud voice,
Lazarus, come forth ! . And he that was
dead came forth bound. hand and foot
with grave'clothes,” (Jghn xi. 48, 44.)

These three cases illustrate thiee |

. classes of sinners. . First, children who
*/are spiritually , dead, and - yet in ‘their
‘seeming innocence beautiful in death;

again, by the son of the widow of Nain, | &

*§e'are reminded of a'class;who'are dead
~in-trespasses and’ sing, but who -have
~mot gone:to ‘kuch depths: of iniquity, and
_'who. in the sight of men are not Morally
offensive. The cise of Linzarus calls to
mingd those;who have plunged into the
-very depths of .sin -and: vice, and who,
hv?e“ﬁf&'foo"' pron “ftdit-ﬁink, 7

‘proue ill ‘néver
‘ligteh to the -eall- of oit Divine Liord,
- though he’ shodld cry 4 with a -~loud
wosce: o e ; o e
. Every: reader can call to .mibd the
‘ages; bf many such giilty, ‘abaidoned
_ginners, for whom,from'a comman stand-
point; it seems: useless to pray.. We are
ready to say that it is no use to remove
the stone away from before the door of
- guch hearts, for nothing but moral im-
purity will come forth, only to disgust
and diive away sll that is pure and
lovely. S o
= _But can we hot hear our Master say-
ing to us, as to Martha, * Said I not unto
thee, that if thou wouldst believe thou
shouldst see the glory of God?”

‘0, that we might exercise a stronger
-faith in the power of God to bring to
life those who have been long dead in
ginl .

I-have been led to these thoughts by
finding among my papers the following
letter from a gambler. It has strength-
ened my faith to read it. It should teach
us that ‘none ‘are -beyond ‘hope—-that
« He is able to save them to the utter-
most that come unte God by Him, see-]
ing He ever liveth to make intercession
for them.” ~Would that Chistians all
over our land, with kind, persuasive
words, might seek to win gamblers to
abandon their soul-destroying work. By
doing thisthey would apply the Saviour’s

. commsand : “ Take ye away the: stone.”

O that gamblers in.every town and
city . where_ the AMERICAN PRESBYTE-
BIAN is read, could with this one say,
«_Several Christians came, with tearsin

- their eyes, and’ urged me to leave my

~wicked ways and flee to Jesus.” " Tt

- - would-not be long before we should-also
thear them saying, I thought . was
time for me to take some inierest in my
own soul's salvation.” =~ T

. *Yes, gamblers: can ‘be converted: by
the mighty power of God, . I haverknown
numbers daring the last few years, who
have abandoned their gambling profes-
sion, and who, through faith in the Lord
Jesus, have since led consistent. Chris-
tian lives.

‘When seventeen years old, I commenced
flaying cards for small sums of money. This

Kept & secret from my parents, for although
they were not professors of religion at that
time, I should have beén reproved for my
wickedness, if they had found it out. Ag
eighteen I went to the city, where I remained

. three months, taking part-in all kinds of vice
and wickedness. I then enlisted inthearmy.
1t seems now, as it the evil one caused me to
join the regiwent I did, for without doubt,
it wus compused of the worst set of men L
ever saw. (Gawbling and robbery prevailed
to an alarming extent. After an absence of
pearly two years, | re urned to my home &
corfirmed gambier. I no longer kept it a

Lo At s

pecret, rather boasted of it. The next . year!

ody, bad}
*‘:‘315%?‘;;

THE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN, THURSDAY. JULY 26, 1866.
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A

towns, forno other purpose
ﬂass counterfeit money. Many
ad Christians take me

with them to the meetings. At last, Rev.
. H—— urged me to come so hard, that

to get rid of him, I promised o come an
hear you.
The firs
I went to the
started off for your
wd. vers
cl;::ions in-guilt 'and' s
geen convertéd' aid Tes
last winter, came 3ip £0

could. As:.a mark of co
them to the church.’ ' Séveral Ch .
who I knew wereé my friendscame, with tears

t Sabbath afterncon you were here,

; 0’;'2;"}3“ ey
nrtesy,. 1 went with

wicked ways and flee to, Jesus. At last,
thought that if others took such an interes
in my welfare, it was:timefor;

&

made up my mind to ask for the prayers of
God’s people. But when you gave the in;

at the door of my heart, the evil one said;
¢ Qit still ; what will such an one say ?"

my feet. I

prayer was shori, sumple and féeble.” But,
praise' God, it was heard in heayen..
had the assurance that my sins were forgiven.

And pow, thank the blessed ‘Jesus; 1
ace with.all the world. Now

hotel, and when everybody
meeting I went with the
Monday; sevefal of my old com:
from “Efie, who had
ted o’ love Jesus
good they

éveral Christiang.

in their eyos, and ureed o fo' leave my g . . . CRARHIOFIOURY , ...,

- Look; nowyat. the:.graphic figure in ;the-
maito take somé | e results'to
nterest-in my own soul's salpation. 1 then

vitation, although Jesus keptknocking ]oudc]ly

At lagt it seemed to me as if the blessed
Jesus took me by the hand and lifted. me: on
thank God forit.  I-went home
and prayed, for'the first:time iy, lfey My
The
next day 1 prayed all' day, and the mext I

am at
I can take
hristians by the liand and love them, Six

tional, senseless, idiotic desires; desires de
the risk of being caught in the tra

detriment to him who indulges them.
strong desire of the d
hurtful to him. And so the lust
hurtfal to the lover of them, -

| The wtruetare of the text see
ia explicative of the preceding term “‘ snare;
‘giving us the idea that the snan
.‘ab,se ‘determined to, be rich- fall,
‘thémselves,” The sense of the,
ithat those who fix their purposg
Tay np, wealtl, fall . in With ‘e
into s trip, even into mavy fo
fil lasts which drown men in
\perdition, - ...

Ltk

} GRAPHIO FIOUR
text'hy which God: ets forth
-which the désire of r.“’h,e?.‘}f ¥
-yon:trapper: plying his drtitice

‘a:qman. ;'S

,t.ake:uhimself;:.; H

 fastens upon. it-a :delicious  bdit -which

seent of the lure.. . Seizing thehdit he
-the'jawa of the trap upon hingel,

v

with ease. And so it is, says
- the man-—any man, every: ms

The seducing,: enticing t|

“THE, SIN-4ND PERIL

Ty

d"!zfz::‘i’? “ Lea s
om_Minutes. of Frie.
atisburg; June.2T; 1866.] -

N

Wherénpon the Stated Clerk was,otdered to

““They that will be rich fall into temptations and a
gnare and into many-foclish sud, hurtfal.lusts which
dtogwn men in déstruction and perdition.”—1 Toe.
Vi. V. :
1t may not be easy to account for the fact
tHat; while the "Weord' of God treaty often,

gplicitly, and terrifically of the sin‘and peril
‘g?;nonéy-lovihg, the-pulpit ‘is-nearly silent
on the subject. For years I have felt
pressed: with, the obligationto bring this mat-
ter before you who “attend: on .my .ministry,
but as long time had forborne. Aund I can

ive no-betten:reason: for-my-course than the

cowardly” i ]
what Grod teaches on this point might offend
gome sensitive ears.. But, God helping me,
1 will yield to this unworthy reason no longer.

If a true moral census of this community,
or of *thig’ congregition, Wére takén=—such a

judgment--we skvald ' probably: learn from it
‘that no greater or more common sin 18 per-
pétrated aiong usf thay thab Whioktiganti-
mated in the text. W hat I feel'urged to say
touching; this sin and the, peril attending it,
is implied in! many uttefancesioffthe Divine
Word: such'as; ¢ Lay nottup foryourselves
treasures ,on earth, .where moth and rust
doth Gorrupt and'whére thicvesbreak through
and steal.” ‘' Wo unto you that are rich,

“ Go t6;:now, ye-rich. meén; weep: and- howl
for your miseries that shall come upon you.”
But my remarks will be, confined to the text.
#" EXPOSITION OF. THE TEXT. |
“+ »The: Greek: term. (B enot)- translated
“will,” is more forcible than our English
equivalent. It medns what -we ‘do. by the
expression, ** Do it with agmll’" *‘Rich,”
as commonly used; has no absolute, but only
a relative, meaning; & meaning, howeyver,
not difficult to be ascertaided. Poverty is
the lack of things necessary tp healthful and
comfortable existence, Subsistence is a bare
supply of necessaries.. Compétence is a sup-
ply of all the necessaries of life; of the varied
machinery for pushing ‘advantageously the
whole rational and proper entérprises of com-
fortable and useful:life, together with a mo-
dest surplus that may be drawn upon in
emergencies; or used as'the méins of gener-
ous heneficonce. Here, however, there may
be (within certain limits) 4n almost. endless
variety of the measure that constitutes com-
petence. For example: if'a brick-layer has
a home furnishéd, ten dollars worth of. tools,
;and a hundred dollars more than sufficient to
“meet the demands of the. next pay-day, it
cannot be denied that he has a competence ;
whereas, a farmer may have. five. thousand,
or fifteen thousand dollars-invested in a farm
and its stock and implements, and yet be in
straits. True, he holds more: property than
the bricklayer; but it is to a great extent 1n
the form of tools necessary to his work. The
mere proprietary relation of a man to a cer-
tain amount of money or other property,
does not decide the question of competency.
A definition in which*I think all reasonable

average income moderately exceeds his aver-
age ex
tence.

payment for p

or money-beyond the meas
man anythiiig: but_love.”
this, Tthink, may be faitly

X "It may besmall of great;

ventory'of riches.
but 1618 sirplus; it isriches laid up.®

the idea of wisking. to..be
text.

est or'rents hich sk
tion among the monied aristocracy.

into_sin. 8 ack
catch and hold securely whateverliving thin,
may venture within their'grasp. ‘‘Lusts

yond, set aside the great law that
joins.

Preshytery,
o

‘transinit. to' the" editor of the AMERIOAN
'PRESBYTERIAN 8 copy of the sermon:afore-
said, with the respectful request, of the Pres-
bytery for its publication in the aforesaid

féar thAf-the'faithfal exhibitibhof

census as will virtually meet us at the day of

‘for- youhave Teceived your consolations..’
-TPake heed and beware of covetousness.’’ |.

men would agree, would be, that when, with
due diligence and 4 "’just economy, & man’s

penditure; he is possessor of a compe-
Thig'definition will hiold, whether in
the case of ong-whose-effort iydirected to the
grope"rtjt ‘yet incumbered with
debt, or to the’modérate increase of his goods
yol re of ‘‘ owing 1o |
ow all "beyond
placed in'the in-

But this measure falls; algﬁéﬁher short of

g ich, given in the
«To*be rich: here - means™ g possess
heaps of riches; to acquire the ownership of
a fountain which may pour''in for one a.
stream of inconie that shall buoy him up; to
have a fortuné; to be above the common
plodders who haveonly acompetence; to be
‘s millionaire ; to-haye an income from inter--
. or rents slone; which shall give one a posi-

. “Temptations:’" theradical ideais, things
used to entice animals into a trap in order to
viotimize them ; enticements to seduce men
““Spares:” traps, machines to
thing

desires, passions not . curbed,- controlled, or’

overned by right reason; notsubordinate to-
f)ivine law; desires that break over, go be-.
od en-
“Foolish lusts:"” inordinate, irra-

ity . but the jaws ofthe trap |
uzon him; he-has

sired righes; 1:0; What a‘pr

urged hind €o'gray, ** Lead méfiot1
ta " DX

.+ 1 PRACTIGAL  LESSON:OF. |

- .The

S Prbcbitary hereby requests: o “Rgv. | sin-and. ‘peril iagolved .in siming to. be rich;"
4_“,]};{9?5@13 he;?‘;z; r‘ﬁ)ﬁ Ofet ei? g:_ That thelove: of ‘riches is'ia jdin of flagrant

08, & CODY.0 mon preaghed Pe" | enormity, appear.a3 wo o ceed, without

fore this body last evening, on-1 Tim: vi. 9, | being formally demonstrated Here. The de:-
for publication. :. The: requestiwas granted. | ceitfulness 'ofy this form; of:‘sim ~'should “pub

to fatal self-deception.”  The indulgence
though binding him ' very shve of lust, an

‘him- with . the- vain. fancy tla
high road to-the Jargest -

. the drankard .orthe libertint
that their course is a.disgusti
degradation toward - the .lowe:
famy, the successful pursuer o

deference, the approbation
“him, evoking therr, praises,
‘emulation, ti I, having reache
aiit, he p’lunggs thence_into \the |

nspirin

praised,

cursed, degraded, ruined wreteh
the miserable caverns,of. the ho
hatéd by all; hated by himsel
the just wrath of God, who take
‘on the idolatrous worshippers

stone,
NATURAL CHARACTER

WILL BE RIOH: - |- :.(-
‘W hoever will carefully examine| the

Jow-men. Nor is the
of men bounded by time.

ploying .in

dowments:theyare emple
e GLepIEand thodovits

ding service of self'and
creating power, the‘y, by their love of riches
are moulding into *‘ve

gling to_get rich 15 a ﬂ"égrant §in?
they hias [the’ fgolhardy/rhshiss o
in their ghosen form of idolatry? .. .. .

A

-ENORM[TIES TO WHICH THIS PURPOSE

e & b1

of deepest dye. ;
committed ;
Hamor and

3

or in making out an inventory o

Tency bi

: to forge eoin, notes
to boil '

, recelpts

termined on having the bait, notwithstanding

[13
ful lusts:’’ desires, which indulged, work
e
ukard for his cup is
of riches 1s |

) mg to indicate
that the phrase ‘' foolish and hurtful lusts,’’
into which
s their Justs

TERY, dnd engineés to
take;the wary fox; ‘rather;lt:* get..the: fox to-

’ e conceals' § strong, agile | veu ood :
trap under &' covering of:leaveg: s:r g:r%il?gﬂé’ pit of hell and ordainits intolerable torments ?

-wake up the fox's appetite to geutest sharp-
ness. The hungry Reynard cosies in sight or
fastens
A He thus
throws himself, pinioned and¢helpless, into
the hands of the trapper, tojhe despatched
the text, with
: 1 , who.resolves
‘upon gathering and storing rihes for himself,
e i 1tic +ig. . placed by
Providence along his path .offlife. Tt meets
his eye, it excites his ‘strongHesire, or lust.

; ave fastened "
- ¢ ¢aughivithe - Tartar.””
| The.fatal.result. . upon...iimselfwas.. consum -
‘mated before he tasted’ or twiched the de-

; What apresjre of reasons

eatiﬁrapﬁéal lespbn'oﬂ he text is; the

_every man on the watch' aglinst it. . Inno
other form of sin, probably,is one so liable

as a marked victim’of* perditbn, yet deludes
6 he is-in the
edom -and the

seem: to feel
Jburrowing in
.depths-of in-
riches regards
himsgelf as -ascending & gradeg eminence of
solid, ‘precious worth, up whjch he climbs
with the self gratulatory fancy that he is in-
oreasing in :glory; honor, impdrtance, power,
and enjoyment; with the feeling too, that he
is drawing after him. the-admiration, the
of those below |
{5epir their
lithe giddy sum-
unges ; depths_ of
endless  tribulation and ‘anguish.” :In.the GRpar RESULTS OF A PROPER USE OF
present . world, . he' is . courtéd,” Hattered, | : AU
emulated—perhaps _envied—self-
esteemed, self-gratified, a very “ Tueifer,
‘son’'6f the morning;” ‘in the pext world he
wakes ‘to' the overwhelming consciousness
that he is poorer thari the panpet that begged
rumbs at, his door; that he is o loathed, ac?
, groping. in
tomless pit,
| crushed by

vengeance
f mammon,
no less than on the worshippers pf wood. and

it gt
' OF THE CLASS WHO

‘matter
- will probably arrive at the convicfjon that of

the forms ol sin, the love ofjriches has
the mightiest control,among that class of
men and women-who are régarded-ag baving
large mental endowments and strong wills—
the very. class marked by, their datural pow-
ers as fitted: to be God’s most ‘extmplary and
efficient nobility in all that is honorable and
virtnous and beneficent ; ‘the very men and
women who might -be-Pauls; and Luthers,
and Calving, and Lady Huontingdons.: No
other form of sin. has such .mighty control
over -this class of large-minded, strong-willed
‘persons, to dwarf or-sappress-the expansion
of their nobler faculties, or to pervert them
.into deformed monsters-of comparative moral
worthlessness in-the associations of their fel-
the mischief. to this. clasd
We have only to
look abroad through thie commaunity, and the
conviction fastens upon our mieds that no
other form of -sin binds with its adamantine
chains and leads- so’ many large-minded,
strong-willed men along ‘“the broad ‘way’’
which terminates in perdition. Qther forms
of sin may lead to destruction larger numbers
of victims from among those of lesser endow-
ments; but thé'love of Fiches ‘works- térrific
havoe among those -who, by: their superior
endowments, arexfitted to be:the champions

and good and,God-like, . O, cbuld, thesemen
open thair éyes and také-a fill viewwof what
God-given powers they ara perverting to ‘the
base achievements-of?sin ;' what spléendid en-
i ;gf degra

hat noble
specimens—their immortal selves—of God's

“$yesselslof whath fitfed for
destruetion,”’ would they doubt that theirsin
is enormous? Could ‘they deny that strug:
Could
) ‘persist
LEADS,
- How.blind to tacts those must be who en;
tertain' the benfiment; that the desirs of
heaping up riches for themselves is not a sin
- See. what enoxmities it hag

_jndge it by 1ts fruits. Tt moved
‘éh%ﬁh’ém%immhéit kingdom, to
seek admission into, the Visible Chureh of
God by. = lying profession of_the faith of
Israel ; it inspired the Pharisees to like by-
poerisy ;- it as dore’ the ‘same in thotsands
of cases of later'date; it ‘will lead a man to
lig in-giving a statement of alleged facts; orin
giving & judgment on s ‘questiofof’ gyuity,
e amount
of his income; it will move-ond to swear to
the truth of known falsehood; to-cheat in
bargains; to sell small weight, or small mea-
sure, or worthless quality; to pay in bad cur-

barley, rye, and corn .into deadly fire-
water, and gell ‘‘liquid death and distilled
‘damnation’ to infatuated, suicidal drinkers;
it will take the bed from the drunkard’
wife and children, the clothes from théir
backs, the bread out of their mouths

given breadstuff to the brew-house and dis-

fountain of destruction. It will gamble,
swindle, pilfer, steal, rob; it will kidnap, en-
slave'and murder men.  Can worse be done?
Can worse be imagined? What means the
whole black, atrocious exhibition of tyranny
and violence pervading the sections of earth

courts, juries, fines, jails, prisons, gibbets,
: | conguering, crushing armies? ~ All thisis the
powertul, ferrible array of force which human
" | society has found it necessary to organize and
.maintain:at 4n immeasurable cost. of life and
theasure, to resist. the villainy growing out of
} the lust of riches:  What bad . Human lust
had the diabolical pre-eminence in bretraying
and murdering the Son,of Glory? - The love
of money.,  What bad eminence. of men's
‘wickedness moved God to dig for them the

It 'was the love of money. What necessitates
the continuance of that abyss.and those tor-
Jents?
viour’s daguerreotype of "the ever-current
.conduet of men : ' ‘‘ They went their ways, one
to his .farm, another to .his merchandize ;™
it is the reigning love of money in the hearis

quisition of riches with such a senselcss,

them to their momentary danger of stum:
bling into, ‘‘the fire that never shall be
quenclmd;”.“"t PR S o

-weeks ago; 1:should have strack them if they | g 115 wealth-loving ;heart, i ‘15 not » o

had spoken to me. I.can truly say my cup ugliké that of Nalﬁ)th?s y:r%getzl&iﬁg' ‘ Love oF M?N.EI [N THE CHOBCH.
of happiness is filled ‘to overflowing. My | 5,05t pave . God warnshi that it ié o | , But money-loving has not confined its vile.
father, ‘brother and sisters dre all. commene- | pait - that it is a part of- the machinery of - a develepments to men outside of the Church,
dng t .t Loow ['oran’ that to let *his' desire lfusten upon-it |-AL, We_come into the family of professed
"16va to.pray for.those who have mot opened | wiil iivolve the risk:of his sofl to ruin; - But /Christian disciples and agk, What hasalways
‘their-hearts to Jésus, I feel that no-one i | 1is strong desire blinds and bijgelshim. < ‘He stood, (save, perhaps, dpm_nfy the apostles’
complete without & new heart.. Will: y0u | bids reason and conscience ard 'éternsl conse- lives,) as the mightiest paralysing influence
ray that I;may always proge-faithful to | nences; and God, all-into Sheyance: - He | 2POR the energies of the friends of God, the
Tosus? - Ydurtraefriend, +— = —— | consults his lust-only. - He :siésthe_bsit in mightiest opponent of their aggressive move-
£ 3 3 N = = o 1lite fascinatine. witohers 2 o | ments” upon the world for its. conquest to
cite fascinating witchery, aul as if at an |0y o0 s o :
| infinite.remove trom -all ‘da He seizes |/ORtist, its disenthralment from sin and the

devil, and its rdcovery to godliness' and
‘money, . 0T L
If we ask, What is it that to.day hampers

cution of their heavenly embassy, compelling

" | them to turn half their strength from their

legitimate work to that of acquiring the Taéans

of money in the Church and the community
‘which they serve. - If we ask, What,.te-day,
hinders ten thousand youth and young men,
‘converted in - the- glorious revivals of- the
‘present year from::consecrating themselves
to-the work of -the: Gospel ministry, and

of God in His grand enterprise of mercy?
What hinders : the - Church  from pouring
out ‘millions of dollars, (now laid, up in
napkins or ‘rusting ‘in.coffers,) “to educate
and equip these young soldiers for leaders
in this holy warfare, and to sustain thém

happiest elevation-‘among’ Hortals. While [in prosecuting it? The 'answer comes;
the perpetrators-of:some othd- form of sin— | Not the poverty of those who constitute the

membership of the Chureh; but the love of
‘money—THE LOVE OF MONEY IS THE PARA-
‘MOUNT ‘HINDRANCE. Aud in all this, is there
no disloyalty to God? No virtual repudia-
tion of Heaven’s law of love? No flagrant
82 IF the ‘master of the ship sent from
‘New York, a few years ago, freighted with
gratuitous bread for the hungry in Manches-
ter, England, had sold her cargo in Paris
and ' kept- ‘the ‘money, who would not have
adjudged him worthy of the penitentiary for
life? “And is-it a less'sin to withhold :the
bread of eternal life from those who are ready
to perish for lack of it? = C

e CHURCH'S WEALTH, — . ' |
Were all the revgnue.’jbelqn’iing to the
Lord, which is how hoarded in the coffers of
His professed frieiids, or invested in their
“Yeeiled : houses,”’- ortheir **field<joined to
-field,’* or laid up in: bank- stock, -or:loaned. on
interest-bearing notes, restored to:Him ; were
all -the- tithes that are kept-back brought
into :the Liord's ‘storehouses; were: all: the
dues-that supremeloyalty and love OWE . Him,
‘brought into'-His- treasury, the Charch her:
‘sélf would ‘be astonished at the vast-amount
of her own perpetrated embezzlement; and
-astonished -at- the overflowing wealth of her
Lord’s treasury. - Nor less” would be: her
wonder at the augmentation of her -own
blessedriess in the’ enjoyment .of the love-of
‘Grod- shed ‘abroad ‘in :her ‘heart; wonder-at
the:increased stréngth of her own faith; at
‘the mighty prevalence of-her prayers;-at the
glorious on-going ot her triumphs over:the
world, - and - the rapid enlargement of the

‘lords.”” It would be as life from the dead.
It would avail to-force upon the world the
conviction that the Church is indeed what
she professes—**‘a holy nation, aroyal priest-
hood, ‘a peculiar people, zealous of  good
works ;" “erucified to the world;’ ““risen
with Christ;" ‘*‘the temple of the Holy
Ghost;’’ ‘‘the salt of the earth;”’ that her
heart throbs with the love which moved her
glorious Redeemer to make Himself poor
that He might make the poor rich; that the
law in:Christ's Church is the law of LOVE;
that her grand, absorbing, exhausting enter-
prise is an enterprise in behalf of a deluded,
perishing world ; that on all her substance
she has written, ' * Holiness to the Lord;”
that in her own experience, as it was in His;
‘it is more blessed to give than to receive.’
And the world seeing this spirit in the whole
life and conduct of the ‘Church, would be
compelled to ponder in their own minds:-the
question, What makes these Christians so

H

theif surrender to her Saviour.
COVETOUSNESS OF
M . BLOCKE.
, | 8 ) ng t
is one pre-eminent thing in the

blessed Saviour thus

way of b

.and. chil )
iay stamble and fall into destruction? O,

1

Christian Church would so
experience again the
8

‘her *fair as the moon, clear as

turn them hungry, cold and couchless, into terrible as an army with banners.” And
the street;_ it willdrive the plow, the harvest- - further, were the foolish, hurtful lust of
reaper, and thresher, and trundle the heaven- |

tillery, to keep running over the intoxicating .

.doves to their windows;”. and. their whole
. number pressing into the kingdom as under

where barbarism holds domination? It is:
the lust of riches.” What means the whole :
vast, costly machinery ot civil governmeénts .
among enlightened natjons—legislatures, |

‘We may see the answer in the Sa- |

of men now living, now pursuing the ac- |

frenzied, infatuated earnestness as blinds.

“Whatbut the-love-of momey hindered ‘him

bliss? The shameful answer 1s, the love’ of

of subsistence? The answer is, 1t is the love ]

taking direct part with' the. enthroned Son-

4~Thou fool 1" that layest up treasure. for

.to heed.the malediction, from. the very throne

domain of the ‘‘King of kings and Lord of

noblé, so truly good, so-happy? Aud their
t reasoning would lead to their own convietion
among their fellow-men of all that is_grand, | of their deadness in:sin; and their convic:
tions, to'the embracing of her doctrines atid

CHRISTIANS A STUMBLING-

If there is one point on which, more than
others, the world claims to haye doubts about
the sincerity of professing Christians; if there
life of many
prominent church members, from which-tbey
§aﬁhe); the sentiment that the cost of the
" pearl of great price’’ is mot the parting
with the ownership of all-they have, it ig
that many who profess to'be * crucified to the
AW‘,QI‘Id,‘” “lust after it as intensely, aqd‘ strag-
gle.as assiduously to.** lay up their treasures
‘on earth,’’ ag other men do.* And is not the
essed . Savic dishonored and ‘the
Holy Comforter thus grieved, and the Father
‘thus abused by those who are members of
‘the visible household of heaven? "Isit not
‘true, that some who, by profession, are *‘the
light of the world,”’ the “‘living epistles of

ist,’’ the exemplars leading others in the
oliness, are .obnoxious to the charge
of lﬁyin%fzmmbling-blocks before the men
n of the world, over which they

ma!

is't.{:ere no st in the doings of these Achans
hiding the wedge of gold and goodly Baby-
lonish garment in their tents; these Demases
‘who love the present world; these light-
bearers who put their candles under a
bushel? Nothing else than a radical reform
that would take away these stumbling-biocks;
‘nothing else in the visible deportment of the
bring her to
_days_of Primitive
Ohristianity, when Christ being enthroned
in her heart, and walking in ber midst, made

riches excluded from the hearts of the mil-
lions of unconverted men and youth through-
out all Christendom ; were this cursed,idcﬁa-
try of mammon broken up, there would seem
to be bit small comparative hindrance’to
their flocking to Christ-‘as clouds and as

‘the ministry of John the Baptist.
WHAT SHALL A MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE
U UFOR' HIS BOUL?-: 0 nT
Let me give an incident which was told me
by a minister:-who was my fellow- Presbyter-
‘more: than; thirty years ago. He. had. just |
visited 'a_young family that was -under his |
“pastoral care.” ‘The husband and father had
' lately inivested ‘almost his ‘whole propérty in |
‘a;distillery, whichithen and there was one:of
.the-most. lucrative forms.of. business., . He
was, at.the time, deeply, earnestly awake to }

stacle to his entering the fold:of salvation.
As_the pastor left,the house, the young man
actdmpanied him a few steps, whel stopping, |-
witha- struggle 'of einotion: that seemed
almost overwhelming; he said, (at the same |
time. pointing to his distillery,) ** Look there;’
I know that must be sacrificed if I would be- |
come a Cliristian, aod my all is invested
there.. It is & money-making business to me. |
“To give'it up will make me poor. To'sell it
to another to be rua as 4 distillery, would be |
28 wicked in me as to run’it myself. I can-
‘not, 'SEH it." T am shuat nplto the alternative to
sderifice my property or lose my soul. " What
shall I do ?'" - And: who, with a Bible in ‘his
hand, and. the. Spirit .of God flashing. its’
truths upon his sogh could reach any other
conclusion than th&t of this young man?

from aceepting :the grace that would make
him an heirof(tod, and’ give him a throne
and a crown in Heaven? And is not this
young man the representative of millions in
the churches, -and; Sabbath-schools, arnd
Christian families in Christendom to-day ?

Al Irecall this incident, it sesins a very |
‘re-égactiment of that. case sketchéd by the
_pencil of inspiration, of a young man who
‘went,away from the Savicur ** very sorrow-
ful, because he was very rich ;" and under

‘they that have riches enter info the king- |
doin of God ;. forit is easiér for a camel to |
‘go’ through = needle’s eye, than for a rich
‘mai to enter into the kingdom 'of God.””" ' |
. The appropriateness of this solemn warn-
ing is apparént in the fact, that where wéalth
aceninulates'around those whose hearts are
set upon i, 1t developes'and gives domination |
to théir vain self-conceit ; a conceit that they
can do. something better for themselves than
fb'iw‘vin‘g‘h 10 God; that they know “something
‘Better than to. submit to God's teachings;
that they can secure to themselves what is
better, and happier, and miore ennobling than
the holiness, the meekness, the humility, the
self-denial, the devotion, which are insepara-
ble from the possession of the favor of God,
Growing wealth nourishes this vain conceit.
1t makes men feél that riches are a sure, re*
liable basis of their trust; that wealth actu-
ally meets all their. wants; ‘‘that money
answeteth all things;’’ that 1t is a resource
which will always transcend all their wants.
It inflates them to say to their soul, ‘“Soul,
thou hast much goods laid up for many
years;” to say to all the claims of religion,
‘to the pleadings of Christ's ambassadors, to |
God himself, *“Depart from us, we desire
not the knowledge of thy ways. Who isthe
Lord, that.we should serve fhnc? and what
}i‘roﬁt'shéll -we have'if we pray unto Him?”’
hough a sober, ratiopal ‘thought upon the
question of their eternal well-being may some-
-times - ‘enter ‘their  mind, - **the deceitfulness

within:them: says:. ‘' I amrich;-and increa

with: goods, and: have need: of ‘nothing;’’
while the solemn realityis, theyare: *‘ wretch-
ed, and -miserablé, and. poor; and:blind, and
naked.”’:,-They shut their. eat from hearing
the pertinent utterance . of Infinite Wisdom..

thyself, but art not ‘‘rich towards.God.”
They .deem-it: beneath; their self-importance

of the Almighty, & Woeunto you. that.are
rich, for ye have recsived your consolations.”
~ '’ RICHES TO,BE USED, NOT. REFUSED.
- -But though the wishing to' be rich; of the
text, is inseparable from flagrant sin, though
the:peril it involves is alarming, and though
the maledictionof God:rests’apon bim whose
energies are bent'to the:laying up of histrea*
sure on earth, yet let none: draw hence the |’
inference that we should desist from the dili- ¥
:gence which brings wealth.. Than Wesley's
‘rule; none uninspired is better: ‘ Make all
the money you :can, honestly; save all you
can; give all you'can.”” The ordinance of |
Heaven for man is, ‘‘In the sweat of thy
face thou'shalt eat bread.” -. The new man-
date of the Gospel enjoins diligence in busi-
ness. -And by the sovereign arrangement of
Providence, diligence gatiers abundance :
#The hand of the diligent maketh rich.”
If, then, God send you increasing riches,
-what are you to do -with it? Negleet it?
Yet it waste? No. How did Jesus, the
great, perfect Exzemplar do? He brought
his wealth to -our pauper abode, ** that we,
‘through "his poverty, might be made rich.’
If God gives you a whole ship . load of :per-
ishable food which cannot. be kept from cor-
raption for a week—a thousand times: more
than you need, must yon gormandize upon
it to your own death? So ﬁdes the man who
“lays up,tzeasure for himself, but is not
rieh towﬁ'ds, God.””  He actually kills' his
‘soul by feeding on riches.” Will you imitate
his suicidal folly ? . : -
:True, you have a thousand-fold more than
you need.. But ’tis also true thata thousand
starving poor are within your reach, whose
lives may be saved, whose comfort may be
augmented, whose love and gratitude to you
may be waked up by your giving them a
supply ffom your surplus. God could as
easily give to each of’these a thousandth
art of your store, as give the whole toyou. |
ut He imparts'to you the 'power and the
high privilege ‘of participating’ with Himself
“in'the very chiefest form of blessedness—that
of giving.. He gives you a thousand-fold be-
yond the measure of your 'prayer—“‘ Give
us this day our’' daily bredd;” that you may

3

bless your thousand: h’t‘xngry-=’!)i-bthe‘r§ ‘at your
side. As you' look on'their misery, how it
swells your blessedness” that you may haund
them bread, and say, Dear brothers be filled.
Thus you mayauginerit your own blessedness,
strengthén ‘your’own virtae, grow ‘into the
moral likeness of your Father in* Heaven;
thus you may lay 1:& your ‘treasire: where
moth, and rust and thieves cannot disturb'it;
‘where your truition of dt:shall. be. multiplied
‘by the number of those with whom you share
it --Thus you mway bring upon your soul-at
ﬂle great judgment .day the -benediction,
" dch as ye did it unto one .of the
least of these my brethren, ye did: it unto

me.” : ;

‘ - TRUE USE OF RICHES, °
But what shall be done with the accomula-
tions alreddy in your hands? - -First, take one
distinet, unselfish, rational view of them, and |
of your connection with them, through Hea-
ven's true eye-glass,-the text. Riches, to
.the lovers of them, are the bait fas ,
‘and cannot be got'out of, the trap. If your
hand is upon them, the deadly clutch of the
‘trap IS TPON Y0U. You are pinioned for
‘* destruction and perdition.”” Say not, God

them.in
aid you, make:thorong
‘with certainty, whether
iin safe deposit; or
in. placesi*‘ where thieve

or ' adorn,” where
tabernacle where He dwells? See-whether or
€ not,”some‘: ‘golden taches,”” ;or* ,

which the finger of Jesus wrote the tender, | 8% or “ curtalns, of; fine  linen,

a thousand Christian ministers in the prose. [ Jo¢ Startling wirning—“‘ How hatdly ghall |
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rangement. It i3 not His arbitrary curse
that constituted the jaws of the trap which
holdsyou. No, No. '{t"is your own sordid
love of riches that thus binds you. As drunk.
en appetite binds the inebriate to the death
that is in the cup, so the love of Tiches binds
you to perdition. Let him break up his ap-
Egtxbe, and the poison cup..will be to him

armless as 2 ¢up of ‘water. - Sd, break wup
your ‘“foolish,”’ suicidal love of riches, and

they; too, will be innocuous to you, as the
.golden pavement of the heavenly Jernsalem

18 to its unselfish citizens, Riches are a good

creatire’of ‘God, when used in'the itiitation
of his owni‘tireless ‘gencrosity. = Thex T
their Hibundance, the -happier he- that. has

ht of God's’ word bo
| inspection, and- learn
your {riches /are:now
‘in7bags; that wax old,”
& preak through and

in trust.... - .
‘Second. With the li

. " o 3 g Wil T s
‘the perit of “Bis soul 'by ‘s But there | Steal’ on “ wingy wherewith' they may-fly
soemed some hidder and insronntable ob. | 298y, If 5o, thien move JUur ' accuimula-

tions into’ the bank that Ged -has opened for
their eternal safe-keeping and increase.  Lay

up your treasure. in_heaven,’’ and let your
heart go with it. Give
orous exercise to your suscep
noble;: godlike good
ferring your we , ]
from the thiet haunts, from the. win
positories
tréasary. it
osityinto tull, free play.; Let your eye rest
lovingly, gratefully, imitatively on -Jesus,
your perfect, practical Fxamplar, .
abrodd upon the vast enterprise of love and
ﬁity‘a'nd beneficence ‘toward men in which

Give earnest, inaily, vig-
t suséeptibilities of true,
ness‘in-the work of trans-
th’ from - the .*old. bags,”

ed de-
where ‘they now-are, to :Heaven's
Summon your unostentations gener-

ook

e is engaged; and in which He invites your

co-operation., His is not amean, orsenseless,
or unpaying work ; but the wise, grand, glo-
rious - enterprive of -a:
kings. He invites you into -\roial k

ship with -himself. _He is gathering crown-
jewels for his own diadem. He 1
buy with your richies'gems for your own im-
mortal coronets, to' be
heaven, In the New Jerusalem they pave
His walks with crowns of gold. . .Will you not

King of
copartner-

King—the

He asks you to

‘worn.- In--an eternal

ith your gold gladly build, Where teeded,
i already built;’ the earthly

silver fill-

or “in-

s$truments of music, to priise Withal,” would
not make His'earthly sanctuaty more worthy
of His glorious name, more attractive to men,
and’thus-more.effective in.gathering them to

imself. . See. whether your riches «miﬂlt
€

not make some grateful contribation to

adequate provisioiof bread 2nd Taimiént;'and
books'and parchments for the ambassadors of
the King in. their blessed; work. for the train-
ing, and sanctification, and.happiness of your
own souls, and for the salvation of “your
‘households. "See whether ¥our money might
not find good investment in ybur great Ca

tain’s holy war for the recovery of the world
from the devil's usurped domination, and its
bappy annexation to that kingdom ‘‘ which
is righteousness, and peace, and’ ‘joy in the
Holy Ghost.”
which Gabriel would gladly invest; one in
which the infinitely wise God, your Saviour
and Sovereign felt no ‘hesitation to invest the
whole wealth of the inheritance which was
His from the foundation of the world. Here

Here is :an: -enterprise in

yourt treasure: *‘ Lend it to the Lord,

lay u;il |

and he will repay it,” ‘‘good mmeasure,
pressed down, shaken together, runuing
over.”’
ample to induce the holy em
Here investment will be securé fro
vasion of ““rust’’ and- *‘ thieves;" will be to
your immortal honor, to your eternal wealth
of bliss ; .while the rich: *‘fools’”’ who stored
their treasure on earth and bound their
Thearts to it there, will have the bitter, end-
"liss é.}ap?rience]tﬁatﬂlile maanmps-gog which
£ vi 7 drives it .out.. wain feeline | they idolatrously worshipped, and’ which en-
of riohes” drives' it out. The vain feeling {4 o 5'thom with delusive visions of - glory

Here throw the. we‘iﬁht of ym;:h ex-
ation:of others
the in-

and bliss, malignantly delights to burn then
wiph the-fire that is unquenchable,

.

" THE BIBLE ITS OWN WITNESS.
- The Rev. A. L. Blatchford; writing trom
Brazil, communicates to the . Bible Sociely

Record the following interesting statement
of the attractive and- iustruotive power of

the simple Word of God :— -

. “A certain man had obtained a Bible,
and’'was reading it. His priest frightened
him into burning it, by saying that it was
falge, ete. - Some two months since, he met
with a poor: black- laborer who attends our
services, and was induced again to read:
New Testament which he lent him. He
became s0 much impressed, that he came to
this city to get a Bible for himself. He
would buy none but what had the same in-
print as the Testameént he had with him—
JLiondon. Once again in possession ot the
Bible, he read it with avidity. - Soon after.
‘he fell sick unto death. He insisted on
having  his -oratory and images destroyed.
and finally made it his dying request. His
daughter, a girl of about seventeen, to
please her father, had them broken ®
pieces. His family wished him to send for
the priest, to give him the last rites of the
Church. He said he did not wish vt
need the priest. They, however, called
him. His wife informed him that the
priest had come and wished to see him
He replied that he had forbidden them
call him, and did not wish to see him. The
priest, however, entered his room, and with
bland words tried to persuade him te con-
fess. He said he had confessed to Christ
and that was enough. ¢But, said ¢
priest, ¢ you must take the most holy con
munion of the body of Christ” He
plied, ¢ I'have Christ in my heart, and ue¢?,
‘uvthing more” He took up his Bible, xt-
‘asked, ‘Is this true? ¢Yes’ said tb*’
priest, no doubt to quiet him. *Thet
said he, ‘I am safe,and want nothing m¢*
from you.’ ‘The priest got angry and sl
«The Bible is trae; but this book is fuis
The man ‘indignantly ordered him to Jeav:
’his presence. .He then sent for the ¢« -
black man to talk and pray with him; ¢
.goon after, with his precious Bible by 5
side, and holding his instructor by =
‘hand, he gently fell asleep in Jesus. =
"« After his death, the black offered *
buy the Bible, to prevent it from bei®
destroyed, 'The daughter replied ©*
neither money nor priest could ever &
from her the blesged book which had &
‘her father's soul, and which be loves ™
much.”

i
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" Broan-CmurcE COWARDICE.
Church brethren indulge in bravad
are the men in whom all free thoug
and with whom it will die. Attack e
and they begin to whine, and call out }:fie‘ﬁ
cution! They would have the public <,
thdt they are martyrs, aud that ‘DOW_hcr;w
such injured innocence be found a3 ml.‘ne_;_..
Ia this bravery? Is it common mad 1hrirgs
Can they bear no blows? Must they 2%
and cry out, like those animals ¥ Lnéi o
less they are hurt, make the louder o
Honest men do not usually shrink from &
sition in promulgating their s10
nor do they, like children, begin

the sun, and

is a hard master for having ordained this ar-

whipped. —ZEnglish FPaper.



