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A DISSOINING VIEW OF COMTE‘AND
THE POSITIVE PHlLGSﬂPHY

A few, weeks ago we gave, d sketch of the

it l l A EESAIE S )
OUS

Jdatest portmt of. Voltarre, from recent draw- |.

ings by his admifer, Thomas Carlyle Our!
readers will reiember-the  pitiable, hurhili-
ating; drsgraoeful ﬁgure ‘'presented.by that

“once ‘formidable foe’ of. true -religion, of

Whoom it has been 'sail that * without be-
lieving inthe devil, k¥ saw him everywhere,
even where he_‘was{ not,”  We now take,
likewise from he; delmeatron of a partisan.
and an admlrer,
ting account of , the Corypheus' of modern
Prench infidelity, M, Comte, the author of:

the Positive Philosophy, This Philosophy

. is known to‘our readers as an elabiorate;’
- soientific, and ‘in many respedts, greatssyé"’

tem; in’ which modern materialism ™ is” en-t
shrined. It has had powétful attradtrons
for some of the ablest mmds of the age;

it has found . zealous advoeaey in the pages,

~ of the Westminster, Revzew,and it is from.

: out to its, extreme eonsequenoes

an article;in the last number of th1s _peri-
odical; over ithe,well known! initials 4 J. 8.

“M.” (JohnStuart. Mill,)-that we draw the |

whole of the.materral ‘for thigartiolei:

The revigwer bdséd'his frank-exhibitions |’
"of his master’s wealrngss upon “the * Tatér

wrxtmgs of Comte, and upon expo&ntlons of
his system by his French followers. In these,
the Positive. Phllosophy has been carried
It is ap-

; plled asa law of life to the individual and

" to soerety

It is exhibited as a system of
“religious” belief and practice. . The vices,
the extravagances, the ‘measureless absur--
ditied; "dnd . the " deplorable degradatlon
which it exhlbrts in these developments,

‘have shocked many of. lts follovéers, and

are too mueh fog, Mr. Mlll Some of ther
worst. of, them 1ndeed he defends others
he would: regard as mere; exoreseences We
cannot perceive that hekregﬁards the.system
from which they haveéi. sprung).ds vitiated
by them: - Nor do we inténd to:enter into
an argument upon thé'relations of the. 8ys -

tem, as originally propounded, with: ‘thess |

after-thoughts of its “author. Enough for
us to know, that matenahstm and athelstlc
habits of' thmkmg have led the greatest:
and - most - -celebrated: unbehever of: the
century, into imaginations. as pervese, into:
doctrmes a8 degradmg, and into aonceits as;
frivolous and :ridiculous; as . his: maturer
cooler:and:saner- speculatrons dare sweeplng
and-formidable. - win T

As to’ the'tnoral character of the man,
knowing’ almoﬁt nothmg of “it, we dispose’
of it first. He .may haye’ 'been comipara-

tively pure in hls domestlo relatxons, as the | i

French estimate.: that’ vn-tue, It..  appears,
however,, that he separated from ‘his- -wife;.
and that he:wasifthe subject of an 1ntense
affection for the wife of another man, inii
pnaoned a8 .o felon This latter attach.

o ment, ‘we are obhgmoly informed by Mr.

Mlll, “ always réifained. pure,"‘ although

o it guve “him a year of pnssronate enJoy-

ment,,.,eEﬁ We are further informed that this
Iintimagy.{f gave him an insight into the

true’ squroes «of human 'happiness- which |

changed ‘his:-whole conception of :life.”
This may all pass in an: atmosphere tainted
by the low morality of the Frénch' nation ;
but we are surprrsed at the mattér of course
way in which it is'treated in an English
penodloal As to the phrlosopher himsélf,
if an- unlawful love was needed to. crown
and consummate his ehnraotel‘, we are not
to blame for suspeetmg rottenness at the
-core. Comte with;his - Clothilde, and Vol-
taire with his ¢ divine Emilie,”” are not too
far apart to 1llustrate each other’s character

Passmg now to' the pohtlcal application
of Comtd’s: phllosophy, we find that he

‘hates and despises ‘parlismentary and rep-
resentatlve governments, and that he would
‘ have the yvhole world under the absolute

gway of thres Dretators, and one functiona-

_.-ty, whom he calls High Priest, or Head Pon-
All the:rmental

- iff of the: human race.
andsoientific activity of man; he “teaches,

ghonld be oontrollad by-law. - The-studies

0 be' pursued ‘should be laid down ; & prob

arnest Use of

an alorost equally humilia-;

lem should be assrgned upon whloh excl-
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put _aside and another subst1tuted for it.”
ATl Studies not contrlbutmg positively to.
the public welfare are to" be forbidden as
idle and’ useless.” The- greater part of all |
the seiences, and espeoially of astronotiiy he:
puts under this condemnation. Selecting.
about ‘one hundred' volumes of those now:
extant 'he would,in the spirit, of the Sara-
cen conqueror a{ lexandrxa,eommlt all‘the
rest to the flames.” We d6" not hear that
the Bible is among’ the hundred to be ex-
empt . This, says- Mr.  Mill, {whose works,
would ‘doubtless go‘into the. bonfire):is even.
worse than the early Christians who oaly;
burned _ the books of their enemies. It is
“the one thmg,m‘_ M. Comte’s; proyeets
which ments Teal mdrgnatxou "o uld:

plants not useful to man- extrrpated
M Comte WOuld bamsh farthff

facoeptlng a revelatlon by falth hls<follow-
€rs cannot ablde the method' of some’ he:
lievers, who substitute appeals to faith for{:
proofs. But the author, aof the Positive |
Phrlosophy, fondly i 1mag1n1ng that he has
Teached ultimate truth, demands that his
conclusions be reoelved,mthout reasomng,
that is by faith. " He. inveighs; against the
‘demand. for proof 80" loudly: heard, and in
the: State whmhahe foresees isito arlse upon
the umversal aoceptance ‘of 'his system, the
youth-afe to be‘t¥ained to ‘a - knowledge of

céive wrth absolute unquestronmg acqmesp
Lcence. Does any Chnst'an, parent req{uxre

Comte, . makmg no elarm .40 supernatural
guidance; which his system otally,exoludes,
demands. for, his::teachings .a .regard which.
‘he ridicules men for according to: teaehm gs
whloh they believe to be divine!

‘His proyeet for regulatm‘ :‘the mtellectual
a 1v1ty of mep s as | represslve as any
. :ually know.n to the,.dark ages., Hls_
.;great anxrety is lest people should treason
rand. geek to know, more than enough.;. The
Positive: ‘Philosophy : is dlsoovered—-how
foolish for men to wish forimore! " He,
‘even lays down laws prescubmg ‘thé proper.
number of: chapters inr every treatise, and:
of oantos in every poem ~He insists’ that
the ‘minimun length of a'senterice’ is 1250 |4
Jetters ! ]
mania for regulatlon, he has a fanta,stro’ and

i

‘tion of a work must be made to begin with 2’
certain letter of the alphabet determided be-
forehand,, the letters being: seleoted 8088 t0.

sympathetic' significance,”” and: ag ‘close &
relation’ as: ‘possible tothe :section or part to
which they are appropriated. And all this
1381 not put foz’th 88 There opmron, but la.1

‘the writer eonﬁdentl 'expeoted, of the
;unlversal prevalenee of’ t e'Posrtlve Phil.
‘osophy
But. the: ,worst is to come The ‘most;
m‘ehglous, athelstlo a.nd mtensely worldly
of modern systems, which -dénies, God, im-1.
mortality, supernatural ob;eets, sim, revela-/

and seicnee and< only-the phenomenal not’
‘the’ essential,rn tHese obyeots, has undertaken
to be religious! And’ Mr Mill uiidértakes
to show that _hglon and ieisi’ aré not
1 yuts, tlus athelstro

trast wrthw‘; the conheptlon of human nature,
asdncapable; of giving: 1@\10ve and devoting:

or pronounced msoluble, when it ehould(’be |

its leadmg prmelples, which they are to re-i

 more of hls Ohlld in teaching it the Bible?

4 t]

"And € oap. the” ellmax of' thxs

elaborate arrangement,.by which each seg:{.

compose ‘words having a “synthetrc or.}

‘tionj. Christ, everything ‘but: man,fnature :

thus put in plaoe of‘ God bnt mdxvrduals
- ofione’s own, famlly, partlcularly the mother,
the wife, the daughter, living 9r. dead, :are
desrgnated as among . thé - new. rods . of the
Positive Bra. Inother words,
form ‘of ‘Chinese. worship is to bé:the acme |
of civilized religion.- ‘Or, are |we' ‘not: re-
»mmded of the loathsome and ‘Hasphemous
demcmstratlons of the French revolutxon,
when an abandoned woman way drayn.in
trmmph through the. streets.of 1 Parls, and
‘hailed as the goddess of the new: era, and
when Christian . .churches were profaned; by
 the; vile:deeds ‘which: shock us.when narra-
Jted evemof heathen temples 4.

.deepr!.n ) ‘s: gulf

] of' “revived 1 heathemsm,,qf? whloh.we shall

speak in; our:next.

et i oy b E

on the increase. . New. fields are opéning to
us in.Various parts of the country, and: “Our.
friendsupon old fields. arezprepann'g"
now their efforts - -toinerease our. list

taken on two occasions byt e last GENEBAL

LMY

1nd1cat10n of mcreased regard among -our
‘ministry ¢ and people for this: 1mportant ad:
junct.of pastoral s and evangehcal eﬂ'ort and
1 that’ theyrare better\prepar than: eyer to
takef\the advioe’ oﬁ € '
subyeot i

,f'ollowmg dehveranyoe' pon) | pressmg the
circulation of our three, reli ious, . papers:.
“Thege,”..say the Commlttee,

excluslon of some which '~ haveé :gtolen, in
where' they/fdo ‘not’ *belong

us/but are many of them belng insid u
perverted are absolutely‘necessary no
.. From:‘Judge Mansfield’s report specxﬁm
eally on the Religious Press, it'will -be: seen.

| that the: Assemhly took a v’eryxexalted view

'of the’ 1mportanoe of this instrum ntahty
e It is° patont ‘to'every man that tKe'fiews-
paper- hag g’ vyrder and deeper influence’
‘upon -thé ‘members ‘of : our ~oongregations |

than ‘ tracts, books,. or -quarterly :reviews.
:| It comes:hearér than gny of. them té the
i ‘hvmg -preacher in the-time-and ; ;mannef of |

its minrstratlons Henoe, if . the« press ‘is
to be recognized by the Chur h.as.an in-
strumentality.for ‘good supplied to her by
the prowdenoe of ‘God, she ought to take a.
deep interest in the most popular and infla:
ential-of its flssues, the newspaper, : and try:
to-use it'80 a§ to promote the good
and the ’glory ‘of - -God.” :
rt

out: Church somie 30,000 fai mllres Who' take
nexther of the three ( ,nom I atronal papers
Supposmg that-in’ this number are in lud-
ed .all, the ;families; among, us: too poor:to

subsenbe, there: would “yet. remain enough

"1}0f, 9. :different elass 1o sustain, by their pat-| ¢

ronage aloneprtwo first eldss -réligious Jour-

‘itsvexistenve tos any« object "whick:¢annot;|
afford in exohange an etermtyb - pt

enjoymikat,” a’ mos‘t unworthy and ‘inade;
quate account o’ evangeheal p1ety, whroh
we need to edmment on ng further Just now,
.than to pomt out where Mr., Mrll’s prefer-

ences, evidently ] he JEREE

Lt us however - turn o' this new. fangled
rehgron, which bidasted tohave | sprung from:
a negation of all ‘the fundaméntals‘of true
religion. It is, in brief, a rehabilitation of

shlp and tetish WOI‘Shlp M. Comte’s lead
ing hrstonoal axioin in. regard to the pro-
gress of human thought, is that the theologl—
cal form of: -conception is the lowest, the me-
ta.physmal higher and. more recent, and -the
latest and: hxghest development is the Posi-
tive: Philosophy.- Yet:this last issue of the
human intellect grovels among the meanest’
and basest forms of that era whick'it dé-
clares to he lowest of all. The first and’
leading object of wo: ”'hlp' presonbed by
Comte is man. And thJs worshrp i8 not sim- .
ply the high, devout and self- denymg ‘Te-
gard for human welfare which Mill deferndsas;
truly religious, and which is indéed a bean-
tiful and honorable feature of the Positive.
Philosophy; it is actual adoration specrﬁcally
prescnbed and regalated as minutely as'in
any monklsh ritual.  The: Human Race ac-
eordmg to Comte, is, stnotly and properly
an objeot of ‘dev edltatlon and prayer

««««««

the lowest forms of" heathemsm—-man-wor- )

A 4

Iy

paper as second only to ehatof t ih preached
+ Word in the maral and ‘spiritual ulture of
the Ghrlstlan household ” Mmrsters ate,
also requested “to- preach on the_ subjact;
impressing . upon: church :members  the
duty of being’ loyal -to the: denommatmn in
this’ respect; and the duty:of. parents to:
‘provide‘the. rlght kind of papers for thelr
children to, read.”
‘It is time we were begmmng to ol y
out the mshes of our Assembly:in ‘this 18-
spect. The geason for efforts’ of th1s kmd
s drawing, near, It isnot only, our 1nter-
est, ;but, our. pleasure .and . our duty,
pubhshers of the : AMERIOAN . PRESBYTE-
RTAN; to aid in giving effect to these wise:
resolutions: -\ We shall seek to-do.it, by
presentmg the ' churehes: witha~ paper as
nearly as ‘possible” answenng to the' hlgh
uses- and funotlons of a rehgrous _]ournal
We' are eontmually seeklng to enlarge the!
elrele of our correspondeuee, both in: this
country and the Old: World, - _Especially
ATe We at pains and__, expense to gather up
all :matters of :initerest. in .the progress. of |
our dwn: branchiof -the: Church: ‘We clmm,
we -think ' justly, & pre-emmence dn; this
partloular Nowhere ‘else-cgn -s0 fall 2}

J enceyand:.ot

n improved |

The elrculatlon of our lpaper is, st addy '

‘canndt but believe that”the’ deelded- aotlon'! " e

LY on"the. veligions Préss, wasan |

f\‘ AT&’ our de- f R
.nomlnauonal organs,/and ;We,,should do| .t
more than-:has ‘been’ done to push them in}-
radvanoe of. all others, -and ““even..to the:|-

Oumpoker :
1

g O
1y { sronto rebelsfosthe sake. of snperﬁolal order,«:
|-aheap.cotton ;and  party Sucoess, we should

‘nals); 1f not three "I viewtof this -starthng i
fact, the’ Assemlﬂy ‘6xhotts these dehnquent t
fauhhes ‘to’ subsenbe £or at least one of our | fugion ¢

g papers declarmg the ‘influende f"snoh ‘al

;| or murderer

view ' of “our" Churéh as i s be’ ‘found. ‘orowd
Otherbran'he‘sof the Presbyterlan ‘Chnreh ‘an

:lerwise Our aim is t\e a
' esb_ytenamsm i all the world,
Atvthe 'sam hme, our space allows us to
preHeEit 'dl o pious sélpction’ of facts every
week from pha 'y igious ,papers of other
v' 8, and | yery, month We pre-.
-8 08 f’ul,ly -prepared resume - of the
state.of . th world -abroad in. its ‘veligions.
aspects, @s athered from: the latest Sources.-
{In illugtration rof. thess: statements, we'
needfmnerely reall attention to the present’
-number of ‘the paper, which happens; in’
the lﬂbs? marked manner, to’ correspond to
»xour géneral plani in these” partreulars “We |

joumdi‘bf Py

£
rﬁamon on ¢ ese,subyeote
.any three current numbers |

o the

he found in,

eTntry

it the correspondenoce *- epartment,,
z;% dy -including writers i’ tlus oountry, iny
gland Syrra, Indma d-

1l )roughly evangehealn stt fromrlthe

i W111 th@ memhers who
already take a rehgxous i paper:of their.own.
denomingtion;;let:theirflight: shine:by.com-

mendmu the 'same oonrseato thelr negleet-

‘ nd peopls it
in the eﬂ“ort to seoure whe patronage of the
of

‘have been greatly. dstonished-at-the: tofie ‘of’

its article of Monday wesk:on; Eoolesrastloal

Reconstrudtion. .- TH that/article; it'derigun?’

¢es the. posltlon taken by the Presbyterlan,”

Methodrst and Baptlst ohurches, that rebel:

hon isa onme, whloh“must be repented of
EIO

been .

‘the Ty,mee, destroys the mﬂuenoe of the
_churches for ~harmony and‘é‘goes t0 per-
petuate discord:* . As’if an offence unre-*
pented of and'?"olsonln * thé "hosom- of the
con twrtlr réal oon-

0

1
The, ﬁmes has gpt 1nto_gthe verrest shal-
4 lows..and: . mud-flats: of}: argumentusrnoeut
undertook: to sistain,: thronghnthmk and
hm, M'r’:*J ohnson s lamentabléfand: danger
doiicest in{ sustained the: Confederaey” bad'no convie-|:

SLBULYIEY ,1
myst be be
d moral gffenct, -
ettor ofthe’ head srmply i
tprooeed if its -author is sane,
from badness.of heart;, . The one may be coms;
mxtted conselentrously, & other. cannot I,A,
rebel ‘may mean to:do nght a'thief’ or muy-
dérer sannot. A Christian’ aninister of the
:North would! notdare to withhiold - spiritual |
«wbnsglation from a dying Southerner; simply '
for failing to express repentance for su pqrt-
ing the Jonfederacy ; and yet’le would give
10 steli: “donsolation to an ‘unrepentant ‘th ef
The assumption that every

M.
some dlstmotron
tween a ]poll
may come fronm’an
{the other-musf

|- man of, the six millions who have participated |

‘in this rebellion acted against his convietions
‘of 'duty, and voluntanly committed ‘what he
kiiew to 'be a-crime, is ‘montrous. : It 'would'
‘prove: avmoral - depravity :in' the -Southern |
eople - beyond ; anything. known . to human
tory—a. depravity which would as’ ‘ much,
forkjid us to have political as religious asso-
ciations'with them.:-*Were it true, it would
bevan; eternal dlsgrace <to. Testore them to
Amerjean ' citizenship.. Nobody: belieyes it..
“The'greas body of the Southern people who
sustained the "Conféderacy did so.on lionest,
houg a8’ We say, mistaken - conviétions of
duty.:.: lt in:becanse’ we: have thisbelief that
- they-are freely welecomed back to :the.Union.
What is‘there 1 in rehglous principle that dis-.
“allows'a sitiildr reeogmtron, and’ cerrespond-
ing action? What-is-thére that-requires the
churches to-be more implacable and relent-
-less toward a erime, ~against the  government
‘than is the .government. itself? . Canmot
Christian_ cha.nty yxeld ag much as. pohtwal
Justlce? : SRS

+Ttis @ long’ time' -ginge- R R have ‘séen
'mto the & same, paee so many erude

is the u Gmnd Etre,” the Great.Bemg ‘sented

| doubt Whether an ‘equal -amount of care— :
ehn fullydl{geste‘d b For

oyl is to
" _‘ ot' the leadmg relrgmus penodleals

g onérs; ‘that Was e moral oded

i do many thmgs oontrary to,the n

a thor of~/one of fthe best : ‘”eoent <books for& the

; not Phxhp II of Spam oou

,mdependence wlnch sexze upo

must be made," says thxs self—eonstltnted
teacher of the loyal” ohurches, “between a
political and moial ‘offence” As if pohtl-

oal oﬂ'ences were never also moral ones ! As

never’ been wntten, or the Blble every-
where, did not ‘ineuleafs obedlence to -the
Tegularly constituted - authorities- of ‘the
State - “As if ‘Mr..J. ohnson hitiself’ did hot
declare; thOugh We fear, Jike" “Mr *Raymond
He T found ' it ‘con¥énient to forget the
sentlment hat treason a crime and; must

Just Government was the greatest of onmes'

| A-politigal offence, prooeeds -aur; moralist,
4 ndy be.committed; consorentxously,\a moral

oﬂ‘enee cannot... :But:how:‘about that Swe-
drsh priést who! poisoned - the oomm'umon
rwme, ‘and ldestroyed the THives of hls parlsh-

SR
usly to releasef

pgverty.
iy thought he. oug]

aIeeus, yet h,e oounted hxmself the 'ohret' of
| sinners; and. regarded his forgiveness:as' a
Is

mn'aele of graee. Consclentwusness*'

as 1ot been lead m extenuatron ' 'W a8

{1 T

, N etherlands 2 Has, not every perseeutor
A nnd 1nqms1tor plead. consolence in yustrﬁoa-

Napoleon tell you he was consolentrous in:
usurprng the'imperial power in: Franceya and |
in all the pnbho aiid” seoret massaeres which

has not “beén héld oonsorentrously? Were
not: the. leaders of pubho opm -1
ohurches of the South’ oonsorentrous m

7 ;mamtamlng the saoredness, exoellenoe and’

d1vm1ty -of American, slavery? .And: is

thelr ‘opinion a whit léss ‘noxious: and: less

nécessary to ‘be repented of, and not rather

‘tuch more 50, on that very aceoarit? - Wel:
8 ave not f doubt that there have been acon- |

sion more gross, and a great praetwal error
less;excusable than conscientious pro-slave-
‘ryism*:and: rebellion “in* this free country,
aid’in the middle of the nineteenth: oentu-_,
¥ 2= And should not dny professedly loyal
editor hang” his head for ‘shame at
the thought ‘of “Teottring ' men’ who‘would
sxmply preserve’ the Christian chufeh from

":N a oontammatmg oomp‘i'omlse with' it ! O:f'

wou]d the, Times be understood a8 reqmrmg

xwhatever shade of - opinion or pecuharlty of
practice; who professed a. conscientious
attachment to those opinions and practices.?
Or does'it uriderstand «shat it wants?

& .AB to: the great* mass ‘of - the six million |

rebels, it'is most absurd ‘15 speak of ‘con-:
15 |'S6ience: bemg concerned m the matter. ‘The
'. reb lhon wasafren in

of | bruthis bneﬂy put in‘the phrase about |
al,ot

* The|

“ ﬁnng the Southern heart » it _Was: ul
thmkmg, unopntrollable passronﬁ wrth the
masses,iand ‘conscience was neither oonsult-f
ed, nor listéned'to, nor thought of.... ¢ The
 great -body of-sthe: : Southern people ‘who [

‘ tlons, honest or dlshonest about 1t “Duty”
4 ‘was & very unlmportant idea’ in* the con-
‘ .srderatlons whlch prompted and which sus-

Thef}South was 1n-

restless
men, it was. drunk-with:the arroganoeot the
plantatlon ;.-it-dreaded the-advance.of thoae
‘pregnant ideas of liberty and equality which
were “indompatible with -the ' barbariem of
‘property in min,’ ‘and--it flew to arms in
‘obedience to- these mere* instinets, which a-

few half-orazy phrlosophers and theolo-|

glans undertook to_elevate into convictions
and to Justlfy a8 sneh The truth is, there
Was, not a little conscience in. the . South
about the commencement of the rebellion,
Lbut it was largely the other way. The
rebel Vice President was, doubtless, honest
in hisconvietions to the very last moment,
(and later, too0, we 1magme,) that the rebel-
‘lion was unjustifiable. " And the Ttmes, of
course, knows of a certain rebel General
Lee, who expressed the same eonthlons
at the .opening of,_the; movement but who
.In;spite of them, : and in sp;te of his solemn
«03th;as a United States. officer, and: of hm
‘position on-Gen. Scott’S\staﬁ' followed: ¢his-
‘State,” and became the main prop of the-
conspiracy, which his conscience had- con-
demnéd; for- four~years‘ -

T Ag to ‘the: questions with which the para:

graph_ends, a ‘moment's thought will show |
| that the’ pos1t1

1 gand of the-churoh is: wrdely dlﬁ'erent The.

of the secular government

1'abide”’ ﬁrmly by “their’

) tence and. unfitness;
the churohes ‘to apen’ the1r doors to all, of

by their outward acts; whereas the ‘heart is
the very province of the Church. The
Staté ‘requires obediencd, the Churoh -
quires the principle of holiness. It is often
the duty of the State to punish where' ‘the
church. f'orglves, as when' the latter recdg-
nizes the conversion of a criminal whom
the law still insists justly on retaining #s'a
prisoner, or on leading to the gallows. And
on the other hand, the criminal may serve
out his term, may pay his fine; may comply
with- the prescriptions of the law ‘or” the

| conditions ‘of . his -pardon, and . may never

afterwards incur a penalty ; shall the church
therefore reGognize him as 'a fit subject of
‘her ' privileges? The questions in* “ihe
Times seem almost to -take for. granted a
‘union of echurch and State’ in‘ the ‘country,
or at least imply that the morahty of the
‘¢hurch isquite on'a level ‘with' that-of New
York and Washington., politicians, , :Surely

‘| the politicians would themsélves be alarmed

-if they.really believed. this- to.be the ‘faat.
The Presbyterian, Methodist. and Bap- '
$ist, Churches, will adhere to. their. prinei-
ples. We pnbhsh to-day a brief account
of the proceedings of Kingston' Presbytery
in East: Tennessee, from whrch ‘{t"aplears,
that ~in aocordance with the aetron ofithe
Jast General Assémbly; the'niames of two
‘ministersiwere: stricken: from :the rell for

dlsloyalty " The politiciand'i may't take their
|| course * They may prate about. conselenoe,

.and, we must: bear with their . :oonfusion of
ideas on & subyect with whroh espeelally
singe. the.lamented death’ of onl- praymg,
honestsouled President.” Linooln, they evi-
.dently.. have little_ ,practical acquajatance.
‘So mueh greater the need that- thie churches

ideclared, ‘poliy of
treating rebellion in. the. light of the New
Testament, and_ of réquiring ‘repentance,
above all, for the sin of sustammg a man-
stealing, antr-repubhean, prison-starving
rebellion, hke {this. . Their position, firmly
thaintained Jiiay become the. very ‘palladium .
of ‘our Republro ‘Eien - the "New *York
Thmes may see- the day when it wxll thank
s for 1t ‘

-

RllLING ELDERS AMONG HOTTEN-
R L TOTS: e

) It has been supposed by man‘y ; intel-

hgent persons that the, complete, orgam—

zation of Presbyterian, Chnrehes out of

recently converted heathen was, impos-

.sible on account of the lack of suitable
matenals for. the’ eldershlp And the
proposal to establish the entire machmery
of an Evangehcal Churoh early, among
heathen converts, has been treated by
some. aotlve frlends of missions ag vision-
ary, and.an excuse has. _been- made for

,BaIe genera.l ground of native 1ncompe-
The followmg ac-
.count of the, oﬁice-bearers in the Presby-
terlan churches of Caffraria, commumcat-
ed by Rey. John A Ghalmers to the Unit- -
ed Presbyteman Record for September
will give some hght on -the. subject :—
“These elders of our church are g -noble
‘band of men ;" side . by . side they rgtand -
with us, endeayoring to stem the,mxghty
torrent.of eyil with, whxch we l:,e,Ye to
contend . ![‘hey -have passed ,through
many trlals H they -have been. d.riven
hrther and thlther by, theA desolatmg Llast
ot‘ WwaL, and still they stand firm to, their
profession.’. They have heen .m,ellowed
by the ‘trials and . dangers through '
whlch they have. passed ; smgle-handed
our fathers, so far. as human aid, is con-
"cerned, fought ‘these. battles;; hut we
have’ trophres of their conqnests and
though these elders have - not Teceived
.our advantages, yet we cannot. “but look
Lup.to . them in-an emergency for_ their
counsél a8, their . ‘experience 1s grea.ter
than ¢ ours Their names are. household

words ; and the future, hlstorlan, if such
there be. of our cheqnered Caffre miseion,
willnot, only recountthe trialsand deeds
of the missionaries, but ‘also those of the
elders, for their acts are interwoven with
.0111'8.

“ Sueh 80 one truly is Bacela, to
whom I introduce. you, who is well wor-
thy of the important sphere in which he
Jdg laboring. Well do I remember, years
.ago, at the Chumle, when I was but a
mere child, seeing. him a full-grown man,
slttrng in the same class with little boys,
learning eagerly to read his Testament :
he thonght it not a degradatlon of his
manhood to sit with children and . learn
to spell the words of Divine truth. His
_teacher .Pella whose name is well known,
has long ago gone to hisrest.  His whole
demeanor is an appropnate illustration of
the. words, ¢ Dlhgent, in business, fervent
in spirit, serving the Lord.” He is one
of those _unasguming, modest men, who

| gain upon one the more you come in con-

’tact with him. He is. man of a kind,
generous, charitable disposition ; a peace-

_ |maker, who wins the hearts of others by

words of lindness and aﬁ'eetlon i, Sur;
ronnded by a class of hard. hearted heath
ens, who have long stood.out, agamst the .
gospel he has yet gamed for hnnself a




