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Gorvesponiense,

LETTER FROM HUNTSVILLE, ALA,
Huntsville Ala., Feb 18th, 1864.

Have you any objections to lay be-
fore your readers s few lines from s
delogate of the Christian Commission?
Trusting that you have not I send you
the following for publication.

Three weeks since we entered upon
our‘work'as a delegate.
tion to it was in Louisville, Ky. De-
tained there one evering on our way to’
the front, we spent it, under the direc-
tion of the agent ati that' point, among
the soldiers of Barracks No. 1.

At- Nashville we were more f‘ully
made ecquamted with the work. Her e,
hdwever, it lay not so much among the
soldiers as among the refugees; Bro.
Smith, the ficld agent, assigning us these.
a8 our particular charge. Upwards of
five hundred of them we found collected
together in one. bmldmu They were
of both sexes, and of all arres—-—ﬂom the
newly born to the trm.n(l father and
grand- mothex of four score. It was 3
Sabbath morning when we first went,
among- them. . Going from room to
room, and from family to family in each
room, we conversed with them freely.
We fouhd that they were mostly from
eastern Tennessee and northern Geor-
gia, andin:the greatest destitution—in |,
no.case scarcely, having more than the
tattered clothés that ‘covered fhem and’
somé llttle beddmg o When” I'asked:
them «“did’ you hear ‘a sefmon last?”’’
¢ Liaw ! mister,” they would say with
their southern drawl, “we: don’t know:
" whéd™ “It's 80 1ong ago we hive' for:
gotten ;. long afore the war, anyhow"
“ Well,swhat would you say to hear one
this'morning ; this is Sabbath morning;.
youknow.” «Oh! mighty glad, mister
-—-mlghty glad ; it would do us a’ power’
of good:” ¢ Very well then, come Over
into the large room at the end of the-
building, and we.will try to give you
one.’” So, over they éamo, néar to two
hundred of them, and we tried to preaeh

them & se1 mon suitable to the occasion. "

In‘the evening also, they came toorether,
and we prenched -to- them :again, only:
this tlme, the audlcnce was nearly twice'
as, la.rge as.it Was in the morning; the [
shades of the mght being favorable tor
hiding theirtorn and faded garments.

Numpers of them'1 found to‘ e real
Chnetmns, and «oht” they would say,
“it is grace alone that has enabled us to
kodp up until now; without that we
would have. sunk under our aﬂ':hctlons
long ago SV

Asg fast as. they are. eble to go, the
Government' is -sending them north,
And right gladiy do they go; the chean
land ‘and free sehools. of the north
presentmu the stxongeet attractions. to
them And ag to’ the sehools, ba,dly do

Tl ik

ha.lf of’ thelr number, i Bhould thmk
were . enable 40 "read: sttnbutmg
tracts and papers, constantly wasI met

Our introduec- |-

fand wider from (l—o )

llleved the he Of Sﬂetaﬂ unel‘e ‘was. bo]n
'Wlthm them the 'iesu'e to be wise with-,

tended and fit only for children? Men
want mental food that is suitable to
them, strong meat and not infant’s
mille. Please remembet - that, will you,
my reader, the next time you contrib-
ute to a soldier's library !

- Rort. McMILLAN.

THE PROVINCE OF SCIENCE IN PUB-

'LIC PREACHING.—NO. 1. -
Science in the pulpit; what place
should science have in public preaching?
is a question which thoughtful minis-
ters and Christians have offen esked
themselves and each. other

" At the risked of being clagsed among
“ynlearned and ignorant men,” I shall
answer ‘the question, with capltal em-
phasis, No Prage!

1 do not here i inquire whe.t is the pro-
per. place of science, or vyhether modest
investigationsinto physical and meta-
physical phendtnena are profitable in.
thier place and within proper limits, or,
how far it is best to: push our guesses
at truth,” which in our prlde wo call
science. I speak only of “ the province
of seience in public preachmg,” and of
that prlde of intellect which scientific
pursaits engender-—a pride 8o unbecom-

ous to mmple fmth dn the divine testx-
rnony R :

I know, 1ndeed w1th what contempt
those who have eaten of the tree of
knowledge, and_suppose. themselves to,
‘have “become,as gods knowing, good
‘and. evil,” Iook down upon.men whoare
content to get..all their knowledge of
divine, things from Holy Scripture; .. 1
would Wlllmgly take, my plaeo among
Lnowmg that the,greatest of the :BPOB-r
tles has -said, . “1f any .man. thinketh;
hlmself' to be wise in, this world, let him.
become a fool that he may he,wise; for,
‘the Wledom of thls .world-is, fool;ehnese
‘with, God ’— He taketh the wige. in
thexr -OWn, craftmess ) The Lord

they are vam ”
Men glorify:: smence, phlloeophy, Wis-
dom, and pride:themselvesin.it;because,
by it they se¢m to. be more and. more

‘independent -of God. How godless is

all this glorying in our science and civi:

lization, which are, 80 a,retmg us wider
] -—puttmg God fur-

‘thet away from. us, ‘until a. elnld like
failhi i God hias well nigh va.mshe*, And
oven chrigtened men hnvo more faithin’
arts’ and scxences, m telegraphs ‘and
steam and printing, in armies and na-

'vigs, to hasten the' oncoming of the

world’s reo'enera.tlon, than in God.
When our ﬁrst palents W, the tree

deelred to make one w1se, q they be-;

out, God. They had _received .. every
thmg from . him thus far. All thye
knew-——the very languacre in which; chev

ing in & minigter of Christ, and so ruin~|

Jence:
;‘Graham, as recorded by Dr. John B;'xiw.n
:”m '3"{ M

“ ,lxnowledge puffcth up, Whlle batan
whispers, “ Kuowledge is power,”

I confess T am impatient even of that
palpit teaching which is always bent on
justifying God’s ways to men, as thongh
God's claim for a hearing were to be
tried by his concord with our human:
reason. I-am impatient of those analo-

-a fancied scientific basis.. For instatge;
I do not more théroughly believe inthe
groat doctrine and mystery of the Res-
‘urrection after all the-« vain babblings”
about grubs and butterflies, and. other
natural {ransférmations which-adornso-
‘marny sermons. [-want{ the preachet to’
‘Bay to'me, and 1o all men, “ Why shéuld:
it be thought a thing incredible with §ou |
that GOD should raise the dead?” or if
he condescend to give an analogy‘at all:
to him th‘éﬁ}vs" “ How can these th%ngs
be ?” et hxhi‘”pi‘ef'ace it ag Sk A?E’au«‘l‘ dids|
“withi the 'words* Thiow fool! 25+ w5 i

I ‘woild "have Christian™ ministenk:
sotund out clearly and’ deﬁmoelyl’f%hat
the Bible ‘teaches, and if. scienced jdogs:

worse” for-science. There is nothm‘“g“
to’me more humiliating than’to sdsia,
“man of God” stendmg, with' cagdn’
‘hand, beforo' some geologist ' or sallin |
of “iwman learning, -and’ &pO»lOE]Zl’-ﬁg;
for Chiristianity. < ‘If the Gnobtig d

.know—mg one,) but say « Trilobite”

the" new deientific’ bais; dnd s eirfal’
for the strlrf"ostod as ‘that man:vhg: for
“his hfe, who' Was “told ‘that he'“Had:an
 Epidermis all over ‘his- ‘body, and thait
vtho posterior lobe of his*brain had -got
Ja.‘lound to the baeck: snde "of bigthead
r”l?herens 1o class of ‘mén’ that ‘deceive:
theiiselves aiid others nidre than do séic:

‘have agreed o call scientific. -
c00*'6l4ss “of: men ‘more “eredulodsiand
{more. ‘ee‘éily' imposed on* than mentofHei={:
- Tniithe « mystifications fof:¥isss

din his “ SpareHours;” she saysthétthe

y sirest- detectlves

‘ greet 8acas afmnt 1s,bwzscmm;ﬁgw
“pose-that the; distidciion exigted
 family of Noah. .-But-¢ an/authentjic i in.

“clever nien % were most - -easily deceiv-
ed, while “doors and chlldren » were the

They tell us that the 1a,ce must be
more than 6000 years old, becaaase we.
want 10000 years to eﬁ‘eet the dwxewn
of the human, family “into.. the three |

LAl

stanee.of a whlte man. turning black,ds.

related by: Dr. ‘Dickson of ‘the: British.
cmbassy at; {ie Levant.
| 20 Alrmeninn twenty-eight years of age.-
. He was laid up for years with 2 severe:
sicknéss which' was‘followed by~ inter:}:

The subjec¢tis

mittent'Fs¥er of ayear’ s duration, and:

o'ressed his heslth nnprdved Az pres-

gies by which preachers would makésit |
easier to believe God’s word, and bring |
| the high mysteries of revelation down to

;enti‘ﬁe fién by those terms “which thiey4
There i5 |+

'*th at:q

" after bhis settlement at Catskill, that the

Chrlqtmmty though we regard hlS line
of argument as tending to the opposite
and equally dangerous extreme of un-
dervaluing science: a course likely to
land us in superstition or in mysti-
01sm ——ED ]

-~ —

PRESBYTERIANISM IN AMERICA
LIBERAT, ELEMENTS 'IN THE EARLY OR-"

GANIZATIONS,
‘In the recently-published volume of
the Autobiograpby and Correspondence
of Dr. Liyman Beecher, we find a siate-
‘ment of the manner in which the church-
‘over which he .was first settled, that
of Easthampton, L. I, was led to as-|
sumea Presbyterian orgamza.tmn My
ﬁrst busmess 7 1o says, “after-ordinac
tlon wag'to orgamze a Session.” - This
was in'1799, ten years after tho organis {:
zation of the General Assembly. ¢ Dr.
"Buell,” says Dr. B, “had always be.
]onged ‘to, the l’lesbyte1y, and the
‘church called itself Presbyterian; but
”they never had an elder, never ‘sent up’
“any - records, never. had any to. send.
Dr: Buell was. church and everythmg
else.” -

not agree with'it; then«go mudh -tho¥ | Such a state of thmcrs as thle, o sen:

sible - Presbyterian: wxll quote for com-
mendatlon, but it'is indicative: of certain
clements:which were coimmbined in. the
-orgauization- of ;the General Assembly,
'Wlnch need to-be considered in. our estis]!
ma,te of the spirit. of the church ‘at that.

ML, | eritical -peiiod of:-its history. Whenit,
he is ready; to re-adjudt hisuthidols g il

“wag proposed to. organize the church in
connectxon with: the Assembly, the: Long {.

der. its -jurisdiction, . .They. made .no:
'secret of . their. sympathies; and-even,
*eommltted themselyes by their -regolves,
to stand.aloof from all. connection mth
it It was- -only by the: correspondence’
é‘e.nd_pex 'guagions-of Drs. McWharter and
Rodgers—a committee of..the Assembly.
that they. were led. to' reconsider their.
‘action,and. become a constituent part:of
’the Ple,sbytenan :church... A -rigid “ec-
elesxastlclsn} ‘they abhorred, and it.-was.
upon the Assurance that: thxs was not
intended, that they ;consented -to the
Syned’e 1e(1uest to adhexe to -the new |

;yorga,mza.tron

- Numerous othex faets, eqnelly mdrcfe

;tlve of. the liberal spirit of the Presby-{:

terian church at that jeriod, might be
glVCl’l

L Basthampton, were not prowded
with hri eldeship: Tt was" somettme

late Dr. Porter was lad; by the pressing
nece551ty of’ the ‘urgency of discipline?
to‘organize &' session. Even the Flrst
Church of" Balt1m01e although' if had
heen for nezuly fo1ty years under the
eha.rere ‘of Dr. Alligon, one of the Fa.thers
of- the ‘chiiireli; had nio gession until about

/| this i turn by ad attack of Jjaundice:|thg" commencement of ‘the present cen- |’
;Durmg the last 1llnees the color of the'

.«ipauent’s skiiy ehanfred from - yellow’ to
ey ?bronze, ‘and i8 fast‘as ‘this’ change pro’

‘tary. “Henry Patillo, the ‘Patriarch of
the Presbytenan Chureh in’ ‘North- ‘Cato:’
hne, i a volume of discourses published

‘the yéir preceding the meeting of tlie

.| gence—for harmonious co-operation.

‘Tsland churches-~Suffolk Presbytery—4: ..
"were reluctant to place themyelves .un -

Many ‘of: the - churches,: besides|

cessary to lead them to conforix wore
strictly to the Presbyterian systenr, was
time and experience. “They changed
to Presbyterian,” says Dr. Beecher,
“swithout a any par ticular influence.” In
the case of his own church he rema-ks,

| “I persuaded them, and we owamzcd

a good, strong, sobe1 session.”  His
of it for the exercise of discipline.
“When I got- the eldership,” he says,
“we found a member.who was a drunk-
ard.” ¢« Another had sold a horse for
sound that-was not sound. He said it
‘was not bis business to tell. the horse’s
faults. We gave him some ediflation |.
on that point. So we  straightened
‘things, and kept them strict and careful,
-and had no trouble.”

" Here was practical Wrsdom confm med
to the.true ,spirit of American Preshy-
terianism. Time has shown that the
exscinded. Synods only nceded to be
left quietly. to: pursue, their work, in
‘order eventually to approximate near
enough to the Presbyterian system—
even where there was an original diver-
It
may be.easy after the lapse of years to.
forget the principles that lie- at the:
,foundatlon of an organization, but it is
-nover, safe: to, disregard them. Any
!sueh neglect is sure to risk the disrup..
tion of, the body, or the overthrow..of
‘the structure, ‘We think it safe to say,
that the. constitutional Presbyteuan As-
sembly is the proper representative of‘A
the fathers of 1789.. ~

’I‘EE MAEYLAND' PAIR

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE CHRISTIAN AND'
SA\IIT -&RY CO \[\Il’SSIO‘i’

The loyal' women of Mar y]and have
projected a fair in aul of the two noble
’Commlssmns Wlnch everywhere follow
the almy in then work of benevolence
and love. Itisto begin in Baltlmme
on the 18th ‘of Apul ne\t ‘and will drf‘-
fer from the great fairs avhich have
heen held in the motr opohtan cities in
‘the Bast and West in placmg. as as its
first object. the Clmstmn Commission.
Tts proceeds w1ll be equ‘xll‘; divided be-
tween both ‘enter prises. This is but
_]ubtlct, for tho Chustmn equally with
the Sanitary Comnu»sron goes to the
army with food and raiment, and hos-
pital supplies, and while giving the Tes-
tament and the tmc,t, and pointing the
soul . of the ‘soldier to Jesus, muu»tele

'to his bodily needs. °

In the, mduous work they have un-
derta,ken the women. of \Luyldml
would th‘tnkfully leeewe any aid, how-
ever small, in money or material from
.those who sympathxze ‘with them in
other States. The loyal women are in
the minority. Those who sympathize
with the 1ebelhon will | glve ‘them no as
sistance, and are only Prevented from
openly hindering the work by the strict
mxhtary rule which' 50 wisely prevails
n the State. During the residence of
many #onths in Malylan(l. the Writer

common gense led him~to sce the need-

k, the’ tragedy has a profound mora.l

| of honor;. truth and peace: -

also disavowed the feeling of vindictive-
ness towards young Conyerse. What
then was the Grcat underlymg mom‘e
which led to thls atrocicus emne? :

DEBT!

The man was maddened: inte-ithe:
wicked deed by this harrowing' spectre.
It followed him by day—it: haunted him -
at.night. . It.was more powerful-as.a.-
motive than his love for his family. It
blinded his reason, silenced higconscience,
roused his passions, until, under. the tre- .
mendous motive pressure, he, formed. a
cool, skillfully prepared. and diabolical
plan, to strike the fatal blow, and brand
his soul with ‘the’ meﬁ'aceel)le crlme of
purder. '

. The career of deard W Green is
the- biography of & numerbus class-in
the community. He is:but an. exag-
gerated type of men who Jive. without
fixed and firm punexplns of ch'nacter,
and allow themselves to incur obliga-
tions which involye pe.umary embar-
_rassment The whole life] In this case,
rests on a false basis. The man who
through extravagance allows+himself to
get in .debt, at once opens the door for
the tempte1 In. his desperation he
rushes to the gaming table, tries a ha-.
zardous speculation, begins the incipi-
ent frand which. ends in:forgery, and
when the trouble .accumulates he is at
last driven to steal. To. Eglmul w.
 Green, the tempter said, kill young
Converse and Tob the Maldén Bank,

. This dark page of human guils hag a
warning. - That man in hig" metched—
ness -and -woe lifts ‘up his:iveice. - To -
those who are drifting by the -car rents
of extravagance, into debt, with. no

.y4eep and abiding principles of action,

To
such it 'says——your -lives aré'’rotten at
the core.. “They rest on a:false basis,
You are sapping the foundations. of .in- .
“{tegrity. - Have-the moral courage to-
commence a better life... As you value.
character, the esteem of the world, ‘the
welfare of y‘our family, and the approva]
of ‘God, begiti atiéw to. live acdording ‘to
right: prmmples This 5 “the” pathway
The holiest
dictages of religion entreat: you to. plucls

"/the nettle of danger. ..

*We have also, in this star thng or 1me,.
an illustration of the power of a wicked
idea to gain possessiom of the soul and
Jead: the man to do-the wicked: deed.

Have you a criminal intent in your
heart? Do you cherlsh ‘a wicked
thought? * Then the rodt of the fraud,

theft or murder, has started its ﬁbxes
in your breast. Lift the veil-that con-

ceals the real moral history of that man
who now in . pnson bears.the. burden of -
this horrible crime. How could he,

,w_hlllf gazmo on the. face of his first

bort, carry ‘ith him the cruel thought

of murder? How could he, in the pre-
sence of the wife he loved, put the’ pis-
tol; with ‘which he- desxgned to kill, into

the drawer ?

. There. are many steps in- hxs history
of crime before this is reached. He be-
.gan the career just closed by living

beyond his means; ‘and as the condition
‘of his affairs became more desperate, still
‘more desperate’ thoughts flashed up in

his mind. - On & certain day he' went

into the bank and saw the money. "The

idea (of ‘robbing it rose vividly before

him.- It was then only -a suggestion.

talked with each other—they hr By di-.

erit the entire-sirface “of his skin;’ éx- fﬁrst General Assembly, expressed his But he played -dalliance. with the

with the reply, “ Ican’t read, Sir.” Heax-
ing the reply from old men and women,

was bad enough, but when it would
: come from the mouths of boys and girls
between twelve and eighteen - years of
age, oh; how sore 1t .would make my
heart! :

~ After four days lebomn Nashville, in

company with two other brethren, we |-

rect 1evelatxon from God. ; ‘But -why |
should they not, like- godr, get wisdom
for themselves, and be

4 mdependent -of
God? They W°91F‘l,. ‘acquire knowledge,
not receive it I,

ney would" take know-
ledge from G- al’s works instead of God’s

word ; frO,q NATURF' not from REVELA-
TION.

were started off to the city of Huntsville.
We came here as pioneers, the Com* pnis.
sion" never before, on account of th
scarcity of laborers, ‘havine
reach this point. Our ‘ﬂr
riving was, to ge!
And now ‘w’
part of -

|

been al ole to
8% care on ar-
« the office under way.:
(th o short o.ecount of this
oul work I will l)rmg my pres-

,u letter 10 & close. The office is a

“arge store room in the most ‘business| g

part'of the city. Along oneside of ‘the
room we have a writing table, running
from end to, end, and so, capable of ac-.
comodating - from a dozen to twenty
persons - at ‘a4 time.. Over 'this- table
hangs the following notice :
Soldiers’ Writing Table

2. - Paper and Envelopes Free.
4 Sit down and.send a few words home,

-~ Your friends want to hear from you.

" The consequence, as may well-be im-
agined is, that from morning till night,
the table is lined with soldiers Wntmg
letters to their hbomes. Oh! how those
homes, made more bright and cheerful
by these letters, ought to thank the
qmstla.n Commrssxon for its noble
wyek! On the opposite side of the
room, we have files of the Cincinmnati,
Louisville, and Nashville daily papers;
also, copies of the various literary maga -
zines of the country, such as the Atlantic,
Continental, Belectic, and Harper's Month-
ly. These.of course are all free to the
soldiers, and right heartily do they en-
joy the readmg of them, Stlll furthe1

culating lerary——a.-:feWrof the books of

which circulate well, whilst the vast
majority rest quietly on the shelves.
And why? Because of their uiter
worthlessness—being worn out Sabbath
School libraries. What do men care for
#uch books as these, books thay are in-

| ad nauseam.

Alsg) alas! God 1eft man to hlmeelf‘
p&rtxally, a8 a pumshment for his sin.
God said, “ You shall have yoar wish ;
you shall agk qnestlons of. nature, and
learn of her # You ghall Jearn how to
get bread out of the earth by la.bor
“ N ature shall teach. you her first lesson
| by sweat of laborious brow sha.ll you
learn it.” This is the orlgm of both’ la-
bor.and science. Satan is still saymg to
 « Knowledge is power 7 still urging
us on with the old ‘hope tha.t we “shall,
e like gods, koowing good from evil.
The “capacities of ‘the mmd » the
« advencement of eelence,” the « pro-
gress of civilization and the erts,” the

| dignity of labor,” in short the greatness

‘of man.withont God are theraes of ser-
mons, orations, addresses, school essays, |’
What place is there left
for God among the “laws, of nature,” or
for revelation amxd human sciences ?

I do not say tha,t in our fa.llen atate,
buman science has not its legitimate
uses and its lawful province, but 1 do
say that it bas great dangers a.nd risks
ag well. I say that its uses are not
either to bolster up or to pull down re-
velation, and that ite place, its province,
is not in preaching; that however|s
Christ’s ministers may, if they have lei-
sure and opportunity, pursue- the scien-
ces as-means of .culture, yet it is their
business to * preach the word ” whether
moen, scientific or otherwise, will hear

or forbear; whether it be a stumbling
block to the Jew, or folly to the Greek.
Let us_not, too_easily flatter ourselves
that, in the midst of a wicked world,
with the Gospel to preach to men, we
have time to pursue human seience in
any great degree. This desire for hu-
man learning may be a temptatron of
vhe firel Lav

Vel ool wa

n\.nu.\\-«,

| black occurring within “four

| tem.”

cepting the pa.lms of bis hands and the
soles of his féet, is & very deep bronze’
hue, such as marks’ the color of the dark
Abyssinian races. The ‘medical term
for thig disease ig melanopathm ¢ '

Now, since we have this « authentlc
instance” of the’ change from ‘thte 0

shall no longer need the ten. fhonsand

 years, and it will be scientific (/) to-think’

the race-difference might have ex1sted
in the family of Noah. There can be
no'doubt of it now that we have the
scientific term® melanopathia,” although’
it' might still be doubtful if the cause of*
the change had been called the “ Black~
sickness.”

“Well ‘does St. Paul command his
apostohc legate, ’l‘nnothy, 10« avoid
profanc and vain babblmgs and oppomt-
iong of' science falsely 80 ealled” for séis
enee, in his days, ‘as in’ ours, and in’
every ‘age, has been'largely falsely g0
called. "It is said indeed that science
is knowledge for such is the mesning
of the word ; but it is just because that:
is the meanmg of the word that the 80-
‘dailed’ sciences are falsely 80 ¢alled.
‘« Seience is knowledge reduced* to g sys-

facts upon which the’ system is bmlt,
still the science may be false; the 8y8-
tem, the theory, may be only'a cloak

in goientific terms.

How well I remember when Profes-
gor Boye had given us the theory, the
science of electricity, or light or heat, or
something of that sort, and
ready to receive it as absol{lte trath, |

sa1d
covered that the the01 ies of fmmer pﬁl

I am telling you now isalie!

dyuu [ PZ‘C”ChGrs

ears wef

Supposing the facts to be true}

for ignorance ;- 1gnomnce vexlmg maelf

‘We WBI‘G

and “re- adjust our theologyl to it iff
need be, he stopped short, and in his
broken English (for he wasia. Dane)
“lonnor o-entlemen wethave dis-

losophers were felse, end perhaps what

and prcsumptuous claims pf science
and kxhevcza of]

decided: pleference for a system which
‘;shonld conjoin the Congreuatlonal pat-
‘torhi of the’local church” with Presby-
_'temes and Synods It is well known'

I thiat Dr. Wilson, the father of Dr. J. P:

"Wilson, of Phxledelphm wis ‘éven dis-
‘satisfied’ with- 'such concessions as he
aupposed were tade in the adoption of
the Standards of the church, while"the
‘venerable Dr. Wltherspoon ’hxmself' with
‘all the affection he might be supposed
to entertain for a Scottish model, would
‘have preferred that-the highest judi-

‘a8 «Council” rather than ¢ Assembly.”
So little zealous, moreover, were the
| Synod of Plnladelphm in behalf of An-
nual Assembhes that soon after the
commencement of the’ _present century,
they ploposed ‘that the church, by its’
repxesentglves shonld ‘meet’ only once’
in three years. Even in Western Penn:
sylvama, that zealons and décided Con:]
glega.tronahst ‘Joseph Rodgere, was ac-
counted & snfhclently sound Presbyte-
rian; and was ome of the Committeo
that assistéd in the organization of the
thtsbmg Synod” as’ the Western M]S-
sionary Society,

Such facts as these serve to m-tmfest
the spirit of the church at that" perlocl
‘As Dr. Beecher says, “ there was none
‘'of that foolishness about isms Whleh_ has
‘been got up lately.” The real parties-
by whom the plan of union of 1801
-was sanctioned in the Presbyterian’
church, wers. very largely themselves
partwcpes criminis—in comphmty Wwith
Congxegatnonal usages,

If evils finally ; resulted—as Wwas '¢on-
tended—from the plan, ‘what was' the
true method of meeting them ? Surely
the Long Island churches, at thé" time
of the organization of the Assembly
were as indifferent, to strict Presbytem-
anism, and as lax in their ueagee as ‘the
obno‘noue Synods were in 1837." Yet

&}

. G. M. they formed an integral part of the

[We give place to our corr pondent’ whole body} They weore even urged to

remarks, as forcibly exposing the false adhere to it. They were assured that
)

they were nnot called to accept or en-

P N T T i | fyelo d
l\vs\.\uba w Sigew OGCL

A that was ne-

-catureof the church should be known X

has conceived a profound respect for
the loyal women of the border States.’
They have been constant and heroic in
their adherence to the Union, braving
the severance often of pleaeant and fa-
mily ties, and their attendance on our

,rrallant‘soldiers both on the battle-field

and in the hospitals, has been_faithful
and unvemitting. ~ And thérefore, I-
would ask the readers of this Papel
who have anything to ‘spare, how-
ever small, to contribute their mite to
the ladies of Baltimor¢: - De-not repeat
thc old ‘Queetlon ‘C:an ‘there avy good
liove that to- day there is in M‘u yvland,
very much of proud devotion to the old
flag, of staunch loyalty to the gover n-
ment, of tender love to the soldiers.
“Full information may be attained by
addressing Mrs. Alph Hyatt, or Mrs. G.
S anﬁth 77 West Baltimore-St., Bal-
timore. : SMOE M

"THE MALDEN MURDER
‘The * Christian Regzster, of Boston,
thus derives two solemn lessons fr'onl'the
tragedy of crime recently enacted in
broad day in that city. In Like manner,

Dr. Webster to murder Dr. Par kman in
Harvard College

day, about two months since, was found

He had fallen by the hand of violence.
Unseen, - unheard, the villain had es-
caped, carrying with hif his. criminal |
spoils:

‘noonday in the busy scenes of traffic.
After fruitles labor to unravel the tragic
mystery, the community was fast forget-
ting the deed in the'swift whirl of events;
when the public ' mind - was startled by |
the”-announcement ‘that the murderer

fessed.

Moreover, we are told that the man
who did the atrocious deed was a fellow-
townsman, ‘who, heretofore, had borne
a good char aetel held responsible trusts,
andl was surroun: ted by the endearmensis

| of dowesils Lft. Ia bis confussiog he

it wag the pressure of debt which led

- A young man, in the mlddle of the
dead on’ the floor of the Malden Bank.-

Men were appalled at this bold
‘and - successful crime, perpetrated  at

had: been euested ztnd the gmlt GOn-

‘thought; soon it become a fixed pur-
pose. Famlhanty with it imparted
strength. ~ The gremt énd in view held
him spell bound." As he laid his head
on the pillow, the idea was his compan-
ion. In the morning hour, as he went
to the Post Office, it grew in intensity.

Then he began to act. - The pistol was
put-in-hispockot:— ‘iﬁ—w&.tphml&r tha .
fitting hour. At length, after being
thwarted, the opportunity came.

The ﬂash the report, twice in rapid
suceession; the rifling of the drawer, the
stealthy retreat, the burden of the awful
crime, the woe of remorse, the fear of
death, all these are but parts of the
'tlagedy The deed, with all its antece-
dents and consequences, is but the rip-
ening of the first wicked thought. 'The
crime was all enfolded in that early
‘germ. The guilt began the moment the
‘wicked purpose ' was' detained in the
mind. - Therefore. “keep: thy - heart
with: all dxhgence for out: of it are the
issues of hfe - k

: . Urox THE Qonsmoz\, What is the
worst bread which : is ieaten ? one an-
swered, ‘in' respect ‘to™ the coarseness
theleof bread ‘made 6f beans; another’
said, bread made of " acorhs; but the
thrrd hit the truth who said, bread taken
out of other men’s mouths, Who are the
true proprietaries thereof. Such bread
may be sweet in the mouth to taste but
18 not wholesome in the:. stomach to
digest.~—~Thomas Fuller.

preny

Ler MINISTERS remember to bring
up the rear in their congregatlons that
the meanest may go along with them in
then devotlcns -Ibzd

I WOULD HAVE MEN not to hear {@®
‘sermons but to hear ‘more in hearing
‘fewer sermons.  Less preaching better
‘heard (veader, lay the emphasis not on
the word Zess but on the word detter,)
would make a wiser and stronger Chris-
‘tian,. dwestmg the word from his heart
‘to- ‘practice 1t in his., ponversamon—-

Tbid, .

Ea

RO

an: steps of fa.lth
Fall on the seeming vo1d and find
The rock beneath.

Normxe but effort for virtues that
are not can keep alive virtues that are.

---- a7y is the ¢rown of Ll




