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Immense Meeting in the American Acade-
my of Music, Philadelph.ia..’

v L

NOBLE TESTIMONY FROM DISTIN-
GUISHED GENERALS:'AND OTHERS.

i

[Specmlly reported for our columns.)
There have been few, if any, meetings. of a
religious character claitning:stich a’large shar
of publicinterest and attention as the second
anniversary of the U. 8. Christian Commis-
sion, held in the beamtiful and ‘commodious
Academy of Musie, in this city, on the even-
jng of the 288k of Fhnuaiy.  From the time
the firstintimation wes given to the public that
such a meeting was to be held, up to the very
Thour that it took place, the demand for tickéets
of admission was entirely unprecedented.. We
know agsociations and institutions which have
grown old holding anniversarics; and theéy have
often found it difficult to get a sufficient num-
“ber of persons interested to fill an ordinary

gized hall. The great difficulty experienced |

by the members of the Christian Commission
was the impossibility of,getting & -building of
such’ enormous capacity as would accommodate
all who wished to be présent. 'The Academy
of Music has the largest auditorium of any
bitilding in this city, or, we believe, in the
eountry. When filled as it was on Thursday
evening it 'can accommodate between'four and
five thousand persons; and-yet: thousands,
eager to attend, were unable to gain admission.
Yarge delegations, composed of gentlemen emi-
nent in the walks of réligion 4nt' business, and
foremost in the Jeading enterprises of the
church, were present from Boston, New York,
Pittsburghy 'Cincinnati, Chieago, St. Louis,

Detroit, Rochester, Buffalo, and other places.

Such’ an’ audience ‘méver ~béfore bled
within the walls

s of the’ Academy since its dedi-
cation: - When the full glaré of the numetous
gaijotein the magnificéntichandelier lit up thie
vast audience chamber, ‘the scene presented
was.of the most brilliant and interesting cha-
racter. -Ivery seat in the house was occupied,
and standing room was difficult of; obtaining,
even in the. more remote -parts of ‘the house.
The- house itself was unusually attractive.
Around the front of the balcony and family-
circle were 'draped continuous folds of the tri-
eolor, and looped in graceful festoonings, and
heavy flags fornied: the  biek ground of the

‘| cupying the chair this evening. The Committee

létters of the 12th and 21st instants, inviting

At the close of the singing, Mr. Stuart said:
I had hoped to have been relieved from oc-

of Arrangements tendered that position to his

Excellency, Governor Curtin; and we had hoped

that his official duties would have permitted

him to comply with our invitation. The fol.

lowing letter, however, will give the reasons

for his absence. Cor o ;
.. .. GOVERNOR CURTIN’S LETTER.

. EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, HARRISBURG, Pa.,
Jan. 23d,1864.—GroraE H. Stusrr, Hs.,
‘Chairman, &c. Dear Sir:—Your very kind

me to preside at the anniversary meeting of
the United States Christian Commission, to
be_held at the ‘Academy of Musie, in"Phila-
delphia, on Thursday evening, January 28th,
have Béen receivéd and apswered briefly by
telegraph. T find, upon” consideration, that
my public duties during the ensuing week will
be such as to prevent my attendance at your:
meetin‘ga : : Cald e .
Believe me when I say that I feel highly
honored by the preference shown by your
Commission, and that I regret :deeply that it
is,out of my power to lend my voice. on the:
interesting occasion referred to.. I have long
known your wide spread usefulness. and bene-
volence, and- have:looked . on. with pride and
pleasure when your- agentsiwere inlnistering
to the comforts and welfare of .the defenders:
of the Constitution, . ... . -
1 felt it my duty after each of the sangui-
nary conflicts of Antietam,. Fredericksburg;
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, to visit the
Army of the Potomac and look after the
comfort of our men, and while I confess: that
my heart sank -within me _at the contenipla-
tion. of scenes-so terrific:and so far beyond “all
description, it wa.s_,,\%lgddene;gi, by witne
the cali courage with which wound:
ease “were borne by our soldiery, and’the'ur
ceasing efforts of the benevolent and good: in
their ministrations. for. the partialdlleyiation
of ‘the distréssed. Among the foremiost in
discharge of these sacred and self-sacrificing
duties I saw the Christian Commission. .
. “S0 long'as- this war lasts may you continue

y the means of the affluent, and-the: prayers:
and blessings of those ;to whom you have
proved bepefactors. .~ 7 L T
n sir, very ’iﬂespectﬂﬂ]i yé)‘rur obedient

am 81
servant;’ Currrr, -

After reading-the above letter, Mr: Stuart
said: ) N
My friends, T decliie
ble time by any rembrks. of My own: <1 ‘may

gratitude to God, for we are’ constrained to
believe that thehand of Providence has marked
this. organization from the day-that it had its
birth down to the preseut morient. I therefore

of this cily, in giving thanks to God for: the

your. career of usefulness: and good, sustained

E . Opening Remarks of the Chairman. ;.

apyiic yout valug,

ask you to. unite with the Rev. Dr. Musgrave,,

siuceess. Bless all the people of our land that

they may be patient, that they may be faithfulto

suffer, if needs be, death itselt in the support

of a righteous cause. And we pray Thee to

give them strength and courage in the hour of
conflict; and grantthem decisive victory: The

Lord bless the sick and the wounded connected

with our :army'and navy. And do Thou mi-
nister to their weints, comfort them in their dig:’
tress, spare their lives if consistent with Thy
will." Butif appointed to die, prepare them for
that solemn event and take them'to Thyself in
heaven. Now, Lord, weask Thy blessing upon

those who shall address this large assembly.

Dy-Thou give “theni wisdom {hat their “wWords,
their thoughts, their sentiments may be ap-

proved.cfiGod and be made useful & all who

hear them. Do Thou bless the people here
present. Make us all yet more and more pa-

triotic. Heélp us 16 seek the glory of God, the

welfare of our conntry and:the happinés's ‘of our
race—Which we ‘ask, with the pardon:of ous,
sins; . wholly in the name aud for the: sake:of]
Jesus Christ, - our. Mediator and Redeemer:
Amep it Mt

Reading’the

Seriptures by Rev. Benjamin
Comt ::Waté‘dn, D. D. ’ o -

The-Rev.: Dr. Watson, of this: city, wag then
introduced, and .proceeded . to- fead -the XXV.
chapter. of the gospel, as recorded by Matthew,
from the 31st verse to {he.end of the chapter.
" Mz, SryarT-~We haye received o number
of letters. which will be published in the report
of the proceedings of this auniversary. .1 will
not take up the time of the meeting furthér
than. simply to -refer to one;or.two of. them.

| The letter I hold inmy hand is from the Secre-

tary of State, Hon. William -H. Seward.
 §ECRETARY ‘SEWARD'S LETTER.

- 'DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ' WASHINGTON,
January 23d, 1864,—To Groraex H: StuarT,
Chairman T
gion, No. 13'Bank Street, Philadelphia—My
Dear Sir:—I rejoice more 'than 1 can express
in the manifestations which .appear in.so
nany quarters, that ‘the-‘Social and rg}"'oué’
forces - of .the country are being diverte élmm
the. unprofitable -and hurtful controversies
with’ which this great national trial- of ours
opéned; to an earnest, popular, hirmonious'
and, united:. co-operation with: the President; .
the Congress, the Army and the Nayy, the
loyal Btates, thé loyal Governors, the loyal

X - - Vi | Courts, the loyal Ministers, the loyal Consuls,
observe, ‘however, that: this -interesting -occa:

sion: is- -one ' which calls for- your' -profound |

the loyal Doctors, -the: loyal Glergy, the loyal
Tegchers, and the ‘loyal Press in maintaining’
this Union in its broadect proportions, and-
upon its impregnable material and moral
foundations, against all®assaults at:+homie. or
from abroad. : It is:the only true way now to,
preserve either fational or individual prospe:,
rity, or civil or religious freedom. ©° 0T
: ‘é.elief to_ the sufferers and consolation to the.
mourners in the cause, is'a suggestion equally
of patriotisty and of Christianity.  1f it'wére

means by which He hag enabled you; during

large platform, while State and National
standdrds were arranged around’ the ‘sides of
the proscéhinm boxes, the fronta'of which were
coveted with the stars and stripes. Tt Was a
grand ‘pageant, exhibiting‘in every variety the
baantiful colors that repre3entiour nationalit

olergy of the city, among them being’some:of
the most prominent divines in'the community,
together with-a number of our most eminent
citizens. The Germania Orchestra, one of the
finest in the country, was.present-and enlivened

' ocoason, with some, exgellont.soleations. of
musio; - Ttaks

Some ides of the interésting, eharacter of
the meeting may be obtained whey i3 stated
that the vast assenibly satfrom seven till, half
past eleven, ¢’ clock; and, even st that late hour-
the-intérest did not seeny’diminished. The
addressés; as our readers will learn from' ou
very ,full yeport, were ‘of; the. most thrilling.
character.- Major-Genetal Howard, freshi from
the hiroic fields of ‘Chittancoga and Lbokout
Mountain, stood before the iinmense audience,
with his aymless cdit sleeve ‘piﬁn’efd"to his side,
and hore 4 glorious testiziony’ to’the power of
the Gospel and Oross of Jesis Clirist. When
he afosé-to speak, the scené ‘presented defied
description: The wholeasgembly aroseto their
feet. Hats and handkerchiefs were waved,
amid the most unbounded enthusiasm. Sel-
dom have wé seen a more héarty ovation than
was tendered this gallant soldier of the Union
and of the Cross of Christ.. A lady.who was

£, - o i i
present oii“the’ decasion,-sent; next day, to

George, H.: Stuart; Chairfiin of theiCommis--

sion, & Hundréd dollirs, With:an ‘interésting
letter, from which e make.a singleextract:—

1 esteem it_a:privilegé to have attended
the meeting, to listen to- those interesting ad-
dresses, ang to have witnessed the enthusiasm
of feeling manifested ; but above every thing
else, to have been permitted to hear the testi-
mony of such & mdn as General Howard, in
favor of our hply.religion. To mé that was
one of the greatest sermons [ have ever heard.
If we hgve many;such inen as he in the army,
we may surely look for the favor apd bléssing
of Gad. With him; Iisay, ‘God: bless the
Christian Commission,’ ;which, whileit“does
not neglect the bodies of our Brﬁe soldiers,
cares espeoially for th‘girj souls.” 7%

As might ipected, the meeting was full

€
of true patl@ Every allusion to:out'¢om-

mon nationalify; the President of thie United

Btates,qthe olq ﬂ%g, énd the brave meni who

defend it on land ‘and sea, called forth hearty
oS N

tokens of appraval. /_
At 7} o'clock; Heorge H. Stuart, Esq., Presi-

dent of the :Christian Commission, came for.’
ward and said: o ' ’

Lf;;b g A#D *GenTLEMEN (—We shall, com-
mence :the exercisés of theé second anniversary
of the United States Christian Commission for
the Army and Navy, by calling upon Mr. John:
Bower to'lead 'thé audience in singing God's:
praise in the first. hymn on the programme.

The immense assembly then'arose and, assist-
ed by the: Germania Orchestra, united in sing-
ing, to the tune of “Old Hundred,” the follow-
iog hyhn:

4 o

- LT L el o pro,
/@h :hear ua for our native land,—
‘(;‘;Tlag,lu‘nd we l_oye the'most. -

DA

our shores from eye foe 5
thfrl‘zieanevour bordera m’ég:’.’_ '
,cjtiesawifh ‘prosperity; ;- ;. '
ur fieldsfwith plenteousness, -

Ob
W
sOnar

Unité ‘us in‘Wié wacred love

thé past yéar, to carry the “Gospel of Jesus
Christ to; the. noble men.who are defending’ the
Stars and: Stripes. of .outbelovéll country, (ap:
plante) aiid alsoto invoke Heaven's blessing
upon our nation, during the present desperate’

1 O MY N BIU L QU ALY | struggle for:—n_a.tiqnn.l‘;gp_ig;y;:*a.‘nd~'t(ka§k that
the Red, Whité, and Blue:’ Thg‘;plat.fozm‘y 83\ fhiose noble defenders of 6
occupied : by & nuijerous;Jeldgation ‘of -the" 3 unt

hose ) ders of 6t country may be
sustained ‘and upheld ori every field bf battle!
Prayer-by Rev. Geo. 'W. Musgrave, D/ D.
Oh, great God, the-Father oflight; fiom who
cometh avery good/and perféct ity we e
nestlyimplore Thy gractotis présenceamong U
“We thank Thee thaf/TH6n" Has permitted Thy
servants-to!asgsemble on:this; the second -anni-
' versary of thé: Chiristian ‘Cominission, under'dir:”
cumstances so bighly encourhging. . We bless
Thee for the organization of this Christian Com-
‘mission.’: We'bless Thee for. ail the'plilanthropy
‘and Christian love which have characterized the
1abiors of Thy serviints; and we rejoice’and give'
Thee thanks for the immessurable good ‘that
has béer accomplished. by.its, instrumentality,’
for the thousands whose physical sufferings and |
wants have been relieved and’ supplied;and’cs
pecially for the hundreds who have been hape-.
fully converted to God ;and made the heirs of
eternal life. \er 'ifivolie Thy gor_xtiryﬂ;g«»l_, fayors,
and blessings npon this institution, Wilt T
give wisdom and grace to ity President, to'all its.
officérs 4nd managers, to allits:represéntatives!
And do Thou crown with Thy blessing all th

efforts to do-good. 7.+ -

voke the blessing of -God upon this people and
pray that they may feel the truth of
declaration, ‘It is more blessed $o-giv
receive.”” And we pray that God '

ploy this asseciation still more and ?mbxje'%*t‘lb;tf
its sphere of usefulness may-be extended :ant
that it may not only relieve the tempornl wani
of men'but that it may be espgciall; 3
mental " in - spreading’ the kfpbﬁ;{qudl'gug--of th
Trofh;ag it is in-Jesus and in Jeading muitih

to the gross of ‘Christ. | We pray for ‘thy hless:
ing on our beloved country,  We ghank God
that we are still & nation; that: onx;ﬁvéi-nment

joice, this night, that; under its: protection we
can meetin safety and eﬁéﬁéeﬂiﬁ' these pauriotic

Bless our respected and beloved Chiet: M-
gistrate, the President of the United States.
Do Thou give him wisdom and strength that he
may-faithifully and successfully discharge &ll his
official duties. Do Thou bless his admintration

We pray Thee to preside over'ilie deliberations:
“of our National Congress. Do Thon guide them,
Aid themi in the adoption of wise laws and ne-
.cessary measures. Rebuke all factious opposi-
tion to the government and make all our pub-
lic'servants truly patriotic. And we praise God
for the loyalty of the masses of the people and.
beseech Thee to give us all faith and ‘fortifiide
and courage and perseverance.;* Make the peo-
vle willing to endure all things, to submit to
every necessary 'sacrifice; to put forth all ne-
cessary efforts to sustain the government. to
preserve our country undivided, to restore
peace, harmony and prosperity to our whole
land. O Lord, bring this civil war to a speedy
close by subduing the rebels in arms; by hiing-
ing them to see the folly, the wickedness, the
desperation of their rebellion. - Do Thou quicken

of knowle‘"dge

truth and thee
And let our

8. and. valleys 'el’uinf Lt

The songs of liberty.

not only, but a cﬁme_égainst»—the'AJinngty him-

self, that they are resisting his:s'gr:vahts‘, his di-
vinely established ordinance. oL

Give.their ‘comivanders skill and: courage and

RTINS s

g [it; and with the .Sanitary, Commission ;

| Lfeel in'thie Witk 'of the Chiistian Comnis

_ And we piaise Thee for. thg. k}iEexfa‘lit,y. which
has sustained this institation thus far. “We in-|

has been providentially preseryed, And wére:|

| tipon ‘the platform, a3 qxiéjiéf the speakers this

and make it a blessing to this gréat country: |

their conscierces that they may realize that|
their treason is a crime against their country |
Tmi Commission, Philadelphia.”- . -
* M. Sroanr.—The:letter Wes:mccotipahidd |«amp. - Lbelieve'that

And do_ Thou bless our army and our. navy. |

8oss_ible,: :therefore, 1. would :be with ‘the
 Christian Commission, not only.in its proposed |
demonstration Here, but also in its projected
Gelebration in Philadelphia; -1 would bs with

[ the Freédmen's Association, and with a
othier noblé charities which are spribging tip
among us,’always, and:wherever .tfey_ migi bci
found. fn;this\grgab,struggle Jknow no loyal
and humans association with which I do'not
delight £o fraternize with-my whalé soul, heart’
and mind. o I am, dear sir,
~Viery respéettully, your obedient Sgrvant;
- I Winnpos H SEWARD,
The-following-lebter-was received: from. the
Hop. S8.P. O];gsg,_ Secretary of the Treasury.

gy
b;

s SECRETARY CHASE'S'LETTER,
.- TREASORY," DEPARTMENT, -Janusry 14this
1864,—My Dear Sir:—The profound Interes

W

gion
n;mkes‘i me :very desirou$ to:be:present with:
you on the 28th instant, if practica !e._,-;I‘fle;lh;,
hoWevér, that impetative duties here, will pre
“ventdtico b 6 Wourd most traly, C A

L AT _;jg.-;‘v:,):.su'P;{& VHASE, .|
| Mr.:SivArr=We had:expected:toihave oti;
the platform this evening, that distinguished
son of Pennsylvania, General Meade, (applause)
‘Within the past hout, we impressed Genexﬁa}l\
Howard, one of his gallant Corps commanders,
into onrservice. General’Meade deeply regtete
‘his. inability to ‘be ‘present; and he Has sent’a
Dote, written :by his:son, which, being short, I
will.read.youe, » 1 . i.n ARSI .

-

' GENERAL MEADE'S LETTER,

*. 'No."2037 PINE StREsr Jan, 966h, 1864,
 Geo. H. Sruarm,-Chairman U, ‘S50, Q.=
Dear Sir:—My father requests me to acknow- |

.| ledze the réceipt of your invitation to be pre-

o1

sent at'the Second .Anniversary,of the Chris;

JJtidn Commission, tiext Thursday evening;:
| Fhe;General; as you are probably awarey. has
I'béen very sick, and delayed answering yout-

“note in the hope that he might be sufficiently
‘recovered -to- be .present ‘dt-the: anniversaryt’
He was anxious .to show,.by his presence,
‘the interest he' felt in the. good work of the
ommission. . He now ‘desires 'me 1o ‘state
that:it.will be, impossible for him .to béipre:
.sent. He is very much better, but will be

|-confinied to‘thé House for several dhys yet. *

Very,truly yours, ; J; SERGEANT,

M ryarr—Let us'pray to
e R G ST S C
life may be long spared to the c¢ountryl: -
~We had ho

MEADE: .

ped to haye the pleaspre,of ilg.yin

eveniig, that distingnished’and ‘gallant son of
the? niaVy,~Admiral' Dupont. ' He' serds ue a’

‘us al

J-letter,which, being also'short, I-ask _thé‘liﬁéfiyy

of redding: ¢
' ADMIRAL DUPONT'S LETTER. ‘
LOUVIERS, NEAR WILMINGToN, DEL. Jan.
9, 1864:-—My Dear Sir:—T have thé pleasure
to ack nowledge your communication.of the 6th
inst., informing me that I had been recently
selested by -the Exécutive Committee of ‘the
United States Christian' Commission to repre~/
sent, the navy at the approaching anniversary
of their organization.- =" o
I have-followed with deep interest the woik
of the Christian Commisssion during this Re: |
bellion—a work worthy of the Chairman and |

“of its‘othér active members, and T hope it will

not be.considered as any diminution of:this'in:

“terest on my part that I am compelled to de-

‘cline the gratifying invitation extended to me.
~-Will. yon-do-me the favor to present’ my:
thaaks to the Executive Commitiee, with my:
heartfélt wishes for the success of their most
laudible endeéavors which have already dohe:
so mugh good..and which I -shall deemi it: a:
privilege to promote. o
--Believe ine, dear sir, yours, most truly, ~ ©
i . 8. F. Duponr, *=
" 'Geo:-H. -Stuart; Hsq;, Chairman- Christian

by a haudsome check, which:was' sent to our
Treasurer.. [Applause). ‘woff =~ oouh

Thg next! t]ii'r{ ‘

Jnited States Christian Commis- | find.

| comifort'and counsel to the dying, and

uv’v't'iﬁ'l;; )

: <Sélﬂi‘3‘!‘;

&y | for thie sup

.{ 4ud observe eyery regulation established,and

{'ducing Bighop E, :
‘| one of the,founders of the . . @hristian -Com--

s

| food, the wani of social enjoyment, the want of

fisheg] and.enjoyed.
‘% painful affliction. to them.
{.condition.

“wounds.

| 18 nurses; surgeons and - chaplains. .. This ac..

reading of the Abstract of the Annusal Report.
‘We shall dispense with this, as the audience
will find it upon the third page of the pro-
gramme, and can all read it for themselves.

“Abstract of the Annual Report for 1863

Cash received at the Central Office and
Branch during the year, $358,239,29; value
of Stores donated, 385,829,07; value of
Seriptures contributed by ‘American Bible So-
clety, 45,071,50; value of Seriptures- contri-
buted by ‘British and Foreign. Bible Society,
1,677, 70; value of Railroad facilities contri-
buted, 44,210,060 ; value of Telegraph facilities
contributed, 9,390;00; value of Delegates ser-
vices, 72.,420,00—Total,$916,837,65. ’

. Cash expended in purchase of Stores, Pub-
lications, éxpenses-of Delegates, &ec., $265,-
211,28; balance'on hand at entral Office, 1st’
Janunaty, 1864,:43,547, 41; -balancé:.on hand’
at Branch office. Ist January, 1864;. 49,480,-
60 ; Chiristian Ministers and. ]jaymeu commis-,
sioned to, minister to men on Battle-fields and
Camps, Hospitals, and Ships during the year,
1,207 ; copies of Seriptures distributed, 465,-
715; < Hymn'and Psalm” Books di_'sﬁributeci,
371,859 ;- ‘Kinapsack Books distributed; 1,254,-
591:; Library Books distributed; 39,7133 Ma-.
gazines: and Pamphlets distributed, 120,492;
Religigus Newspapers distributed,: 2,931,469 7
,Fﬁfgésﬂbf,'l,‘racts distributed, 11,976,722; Si-.
lent Couiforters, &o., distributed, 3,285,

The ricreasing work'of the Commission is
drawing héavily upon the Treasury from day
to.day. *- The. balance on- hand is-small com-:
pared. with-the prospective. demands of the
winter and spring. . . -, .

"7 'NECESSITIES MET.
1. The necessity for a living link. by living
messéngers going and returning befween the
home and the field. -

2. That for full-handed, full-hearted dele-
gates from home to seek the "despondent;” the
sick,: the -worn, - the -wounded, wherever: they
they might be found, and . give -themthe per-

| sonal cheer, sympathy, and relief they require.

* 3" That for stores to fll the hands of these

| delegates with the means of immediate “per-

gonal relief, by counsel and consent of stirgéons,
irt -every case of ‘want aud ‘siffering ‘they can
ng.: iy . . R :
" .4, That for a-special corps of minute wen-
to-send to_the field in time of battle. with am-
ple battle-field stores to relieve the weary, aid
the surgeons in saving “the wounded, give
Tis-
tian buridl to the dead; mark their graves, and
transmit tenderly the ‘'sad tokens of love and
intelligence of death:to the bereaved at home::
B 'fhap for. securing and sending reading
mattér, constant, various, and fresh from the
press of the various denominations, to alleviate
the famine for'something to read incident to
military life and the vicissitudes of war.
i6. That for ‘ministerial- laboréts to supply
e lack of: chaplain service .in the-large part
of our forees:having no-chaplains..: oo
: 7. That of aid and cheer to chaplains in the
serviee by supplying them on the ground with,
 the Seriptures, books, papers,'iinﬁ tracts, for’

‘| use-and distribution, by. indispensable assis-

| tanee in erecting chapels:-and by ‘the personal

‘services: as required, -of . ministerial and lay

‘delegates in bevefitting their men. S

i . 8. That of filling the hands.and strengthen-

ing the. hearts. of good . men in.the service,

 surgeons, officers and privates, in their efforts

to do‘good: tothose' around them. N
- 9. That of ati -sgeney for a thorough, con-

_tinuous, systematic distribution of ‘the'Scrip-

tures furnished by the American Bible Society,
:and reading matter. from . all -solirces beyon

. those portions of ; our. National- forces which’
‘mtiy be siipplied through chaplains and others

‘in the' ‘service.

annomwsbﬁ
L. Catholeity: -

. 1L Nationality.:
he

Loh

church of Christof various names unite
f the men. of- every- State'gone to.

ar.. ., e

L *Volanthyiness:  ©“ 0 bR
y . Setviees of meinbers of the!Commission,
and-its: nuinerous ‘branches | ‘
‘executive officers, the use of offices:and:store:
‘rooms. .. The supply of all the - Scriptuiés ire--

od from the American Biblo' Sociefy, and

arge amount of publications, and’s
‘religions’ press.and. the peopl
.nlated fréédom of 20,000 riles of Tailvay i
|, 20;000 miles of telegraph; and ' the sétvices of
-more than 1500 ministers dnd laymen- s dele- |
irgp,tgﬁal_l_ without pay; freely veceived, : freely
estawed. T e
¢ 'IV. Combination of benefits ‘for body and

5211)

e up an ministers

nd layien, mainly as the agency for giving'
the benefits.needed to the men in the field~
. ' VL - Pérsondl - distribution with -personal
ministrations.- Stores given.. Never if: the
ig;under the:surgeon’s :
counsel “and ¢

nce upon men, Christi

_ care without his
consent, hut' always if possible.

' I dirkctly by the delegats fo. the soldier.” And !

alwiys'ddding such personal service and reli-
glousicounsel to the value 6f ‘the gift as the
casé:.d‘émapds- e SlwoL EI Ry U .
: -V_I,I;;f@q—fo.?eration with chaplains, surgeons; -
offigers and;all good ; wen, by. supplyhig -and
aiding them }o benefit-thgse ;@roupgf them. |
-VIIL Bespéet for authorities, National,.
milifaty "and medical. Strengthening confi. -
-denee 11 tHe- Government, and faith"in God
pression of the rebellion. “And'in:
Structing all-delegates ‘to.report-to- and ‘coun-
‘gel with..those in-authority, wherever they go,

never to repeat. orreport anythipg affecting:
~pu1311jc or personal interests without consent of
those concerned or'in command,
-+ M, Stuarr.—I, have the pleasure of intro-.
3, Janes, D. D;;-of New York;

mission, and:oue. .from Wwhom" the :Commission -
has:derived: mehvaluable ‘Gounsel and aasist:
ance, - L e
‘61, Bishop.Janes's Statement, = . -
' Among ;the necessitiés of mankind, pressed |
-upon at all times and under;ail circumstances,

the want of daily bread,.the want-of intellectual:

Semen b

a divine religion are felt to be necessities of every
dayarid ‘Every  place. ' Certain. circumstances
¢f ‘need, and-peculiar emergencies, demand to-
Jbe _met with peculiar and: special -agencies.
sBickness requires medicineand efficient nursing.
Affiiction; or age; or peril, or.:death; enhanées:|
the value,of Christian ministrations; and makes
our Lord and Savious Jesus Christ peculiarly
precions.” o T
‘Now all of these classes of necessities exist
urgently and-extensivelyin'the army and navy
of the United States. As.a class, the men who
compose our .army and. navy-are .intelligent.
They. are men who have been accustomed-to
‘have . their newspayers, their books, and to
converse with intelligent minds, and those of |
intellectnal habits. Mauy of these mien have
‘had domestic altars, and Christian sanctiaries
and religious “meetings: which ‘théy have'che--
And the want of these is:
i -in - their present.
A large portion of these men are
suffering in hospittals from disease and from:
ATl of them are liable to the terrible.
.of the-baitle-field, or the miore in:
yet- oftentines’ equal dangers- of ‘the
at our government has ap.:
‘mnecessities ‘of ‘our goldiers, and:
akit could. to relreve them, by

preciated:these
has' done-all th

tion of the government has heen supplemented |

“. | have'béss sent By every

{—# statement of 't
“Fwithijoy

with -their: ohief |

.1 to that ) d
| banded; when'“these’ men ‘shall return home:

"intetests “'which
-families from ‘which sthese men have ‘come.-

‘battle of :this world. - (

pray that the blessing of Almighty (od’
‘rest rupon this congregation;:
great interegts of the Christian

to some extent and in some particulars by
generous individual effort and by benevolent
associations. Still, the intelligent, watchful
Christian young men of the country saw that
these nccessities were but partially relieved,
and that some of them were not even contem.

They consequently called’ & convention v_of
delegates from the several Christian Associa,
tions of the country, whick convention, with
prayer and ‘conference, formed the Christian
Commission for the Army and . Navy, the
second anniversary of which we are now
celebrating. b o :

Up to that period.there hdd been no general, -
organized, extensive plan for the supply of
these great needs. The greatness of the
necessity may be partly inferred from the
extent of the work of the Commission during
the past year, in their attempts to supply it.
In Tthis ‘- work -they “have - circulated 465,715
copies of the ,‘Hollly Scripkures ;  they have
circulated over a million and a half of religious
books, some of them siall, to bé sure, but all of
them suited to ithe- circimstances, of the men
for whom they were designed. They have also
distributcd three millions of “magazines and
religious: papers,:and ‘somer {welve million
pages of tracts; . Now I .sehmit to the
‘roagination of this congregatipn the estimate
of the greatness of the benefit: which this
-amount of useful reading matter has been .to
the army and navy of the couuntry Tor I am

1 sire that my words caninot State these benefits.

.. It:has been :found : & more difficult work: to
meet the social wants of the army,” We canoot
take to these husbands, fafhers and brothers
their homes: ~A‘nd: we have no substitutes for
their . homes to. give.them. No. The best.
‘which it Has been possible for us to do was to
send faithful messengers to.thiem, inquire into
their wants, .and:welfare,;:and, report home
their condition. Thus the Christian Commis-
sion has sent more than 1,200 of these delegates
among our soldiers with instructions to assist
the surgeons in binding, up,their , wounds,to
nurse tﬁem in the hospitals. t6 administer in
connection with 4heir bodily needs the conso-
lations . of the gospel;, to mark the place of
their burial, and to return to surviving friends
at Home the last sad mementoes of the dying.
They have therefore almost uniformly. been’
welcomed and received as ministers of healing

*| and comfort, as messengers of hope and mercy.

The Christian: Commission- has, however, al-
ways felt that.the moral and religious interests
of the army and navy were the more important
concerns. T'héy have therefore sent out their

nish the Holy Seriptures, and the reading mat-
ter to which'T' havé referréd: ‘They have in-
structed their delegates t0’ co-operate with the
chaplains, and as_they have opportunity to
hold social meetings for prayer and religiciis
conversation, and in: every practical -way pro-
mote the religious: interests of those to whom

‘| they were sent.” And I am happy tosay, tomy

certain knowledge, that many-men who went
into the army wicked. men, as wicked as.evil

rated by the grace of God, snd have returned
‘1o ‘thelr homes: fo_adorn’ the doctrine of -our
Lord and Sayionr Jesus.Christ. . :

From these statements it will be seen that ia
our work we'do not neglect the physical neces-
sities of the!men. " On-the:contrary, we have
given to. them the deepest, and .tenderest
sympathy; and we have given to sufferers the
most direct, effectiidl, and ‘apprdpriate minis-
tries which they have received. . But:the dele-
gotes remember that the men are immortal, ac-
countable, that they are destined to a life be-
yond this, and they: therefore: seek ito promote
thejr Christian character, their well.being here
and hereafter, both now and forever. '

pily ag ever can be illustrated, the maxim' that

*+ /| charity is twice blessed, both in him who gives
" {and in themwho receive, The messages which
de’le‘gﬁfe?ﬁb

ey

m: the'sol-
diers in the army te their friends athome, often
:the. statement of . the ‘Tact thet they died as
Christiany, that tl;iei‘y,f received a Christian burial
ese facts has been hailed
) and’ thanksgiving by many hearts, and
‘inmany homes throughout this land. ~ -~ -
+The-‘enlisting 41d marshalling’ of ‘the im:

‘bas been asubliine evént:that will emblazon.
one ‘of. the most wonderful pages: of -human.
history. - And the movement of these immense,
armies, because of the vastness of the interests
in peril, and the millions of the present and the
coinling”’ generationy, whose welfare was in-
volved, has had-an ‘impoftance and’ solemnity
which cannot be exceeded exeépt it ‘be by the

:jinterests- of ,eternity: and the. transactions of

the Deity. .- And yet I question whether, in the
whole history of ‘the. war, there -has been an
hour of %:_-qa.t’er interest than will be attached

our when these armies shall be dis-

"The introduétion of sich a number of persons
into new society,-into. the diffrrent héines and
neighborhoods - of ithe: country, cannot: but be
pregnant with great effects, and it becomes a
qnestion  of great interest, what shall be that
effect 2. These men will-not be obscure per-
"sobs. ‘Every one of thém has 4 history, and a |

|natne, and a story’; dnd these retutning soldiers

-aré to have the ear of the boyhood of the nation
thenext thirty.years. Whatshall'be the charac-
ter of their.communications ? Shall they bie cor-
:rupted,.or shall they-inspire this boyhood with-
noble ‘patriotism and with love to f3od? I
answer that the -influences which they shall
exert will be’ strikingly in accordance with
their' character; and their .character when |
‘they returnt-homeé will: be-very much in har-

"mony: with the:influences : ‘that -have been

thrown around th

em-while: they were in the
a,l‘:my. - B - " - PPN :

.© This fact makeé»li;hé ,sendiug: of these me;;

with the influence.of Christian homes; the;in-

ftuence of good reading, the influgnce of home

associations, the influence of Chiristian circles.
and"of religious detvices, & matter of the in-,
tensest” moment.  I: say; therefore, that “the

work ofthis Association " i¥'a'work of patriot: |

ism-ds well ag a-work ‘of ‘philanthropy snd-of:
* | piety:—the three highest attributes that ever

ennobled a human enterprise. .. . C o
" This is pot.only;a work of usefulness and
goodness. It is also a great work. Its vast.
ness may be inferred from the multitudes that

compose the army and’ the navy, from the in-

fluences under which' they are placed, and “the

gather around the circles® and

‘And I wili here add that the number of those

for whom we care and .o whom. we minister

is . augmented by our attentions- and .ser;

.vices rendered to those Coufederates who are.
brought’ within. the range of"the _influence

and aim of these’labors. - “The greatness of the

‘work may also bé‘inferred from what has been
contributed from: the loyal land in money, and |

in stores, and in other valuable gifts, of which

'the Christian country.has made the Christian

Coiqr{g; “@on the, almuners to our army and
navy.of nearly a million of dollars’ worth. .
I have but one thought more. I conclude
by saying that these men to whom we propose
to minister are worthy of our ministry, (Ap-

‘planse.) - They are soldiers fighting for onr

nationality. ~They are ‘soldiers fighting the
‘ (Applause.) . They are’
well worthy-of our:lovibg -and of our kindest
offices: . My:fask is done.
Christian Commis.
stinguished. ora.

tors of’ the' evenin; nnfold ‘the work

s Ay
grea 8 sGommission‘in’
its work of. blessing to.the army and- nag]; g}{
ourbeloved.country. . . | e ]

plated by the action to which we have referred. |

delegates to preach.the gospel of Christ, to fur-

agencies could make them, have beeu regene-

. | hundred‘thousand

“THe Christian'Cofttlission illusirates s hap-

‘mense armies’ of -our‘country in 8o short & time;"

But I would

‘army—the men who lov

{ distribution,

e8: . My:t; s done. - L.have given: you|-.
-but a bird's'eye view of the have & Jou.
sion, 'and I now leave 16 the di .engaged in the effort to put: down:
| rebellion will not furget
‘I 'Abijah, and the revolt o

‘When Bishop Janes. had concluded, the au-
dience urited in singing the following hymn :

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

his sucecessive journeys rus; .
Piti’ae sldﬁgdbm- pread from shore-to shore,
Till moons shall wax snd wane no more.
For hil;l shall endless prayer be made,
‘And endless praises-crown his head; .
His name, like sweet perfume, shall riee
With every morning gacrifice.
Blesiings abourd where'er he reigns’
The pri%?)ner leaps to loose his chains;
The weary finds eternal rest; -~
And all the sons of want are blest. .

Let every creature rise and bring
I’ecullial('i hono‘xi-nm:qt l?ur ag"ain
Angels descend with songs -
And earth repeat the loud Amen. ~ -

Mg. Sroarr—I ‘desire to introduce as the
representative-of that great national catholic
institation; the American Bible Society;" the
Rev. Dr. Taylor: -

Address of Rev. W. J. R. Taylor, D. D.

Mz. CHAIEMAN, AND MEMBERS OF THE CHRIS-
T1aN Codsrssion :—Your Commission’ has * the
sanction of the heads of Departments, of Generals
in the Army, and of the President of the United
States. » Buat, sir, you hold your title at & noklér
Hand., Your Commission bears the signature of -
the Prince “of the Kingdoms-of Earth. In that
worthy Namethe Commission has gone forth to
prosecute its Christ-like labors of mercy and love. -
But, sir, what has religion to do amid the corflict
of battle? - What has Christianity to doin all this
horrid sirifg? " One of the representatives of the:
schdol of non-combatants said to me recently, -
¢ Does theé think that God has anything .to do
with; this war?”_ ¢ Most certainly I do!” - &1 :
donot,” was the quick reply, .“God jis.a Rock,
ond he is not méved'by the passions and crimes
of men.. He lenves them. in-their wickedness to -
reap the awful results of their follies.” -
God ig'indeed our Rock. Butitis the glory of
our common faith that he.is the Rock of Agesin :
whose cleft even the rebels may find a refuge.
while we see his gléry pabsing by. Itisthe glory
of our faith.that-we have not a:High Priest who
cannot be touched with afeeling of our infirmities,..,
but was tempted in all points like as we areé, yet
without sin. -Why, sir, the sympathy of Jesus is
the key to the work of your Commission. Itis
because' Christ’ sits’ upon the throne that his
church moves in her ‘glorious“pathway of Light *
end love. And thig Christian Commission repres.”
sents the Church of Christin her most benevolent
efforts. Why; Mr. President, when you went up
upon this Christian errand to our noble. soldiers,
you soon found that you could not do the ‘Wwork,of
Christ without having the Word’of Christ to hear
in your hapds to.those to whom you ministered in ;;
their sufferings. It was much eévery way in re. .
sponeibility “to -that great Institution which God -
in ,his ‘providence has raised up and sustained -
by the beneficencejof his church forhalf a century,
were committed so largely the oraclés of God.
And when you camb to it, it was not anmindful of
its responsibility and its privilege; for I here
give testimony that the large grants made to the
Christian Commission, have been most cheerfully
made by the Managers of the American Bible
Society ;; and ‘distribution has been effected of
more than five hundred thousand copies,—and by
the grace of God, we will give more than five
copies more to such & cause! -

Yo

(Applauses) i G
We have been srtisfied with your distribation.

- We have known how your agents and delegates -
have worked.. :We have known how you have
taken these Books in mnass and have carried them
by the single’ volume to those who needed them.

; ‘The reports which have been made by your
delegatés have often times written new chapters
in the history of this precicus word of God. ~ What
has:the Bible-to.de ‘Wwiththis war, sir? The dis-
tinguished gentleman who administers the affairs

- of the Department of State, and whose letter of
recommendation and regard has:been read here
to-night, some, quarter of & century ago.made
a publicaddress in which was'this statement:—
‘s That,butfox: the Bible the, Government of the - -
Bnited States. would bave had no existence,;and
that if there conld be in every decade a cqpy of
the Holy Scripturé: placed.in every family of the
Union, our institutions would be preserved inde-

finitely.” “Alas! sir, alasT that this has not been

.| thoroughly nccomplistied. We know-thatthe basis

of .every human law.is the Law of God as we find
it Written in’ hid inspired Word. But it may not be
o -well kmown by the mass of this- andience,
‘that according to the testimony of the most emi- .
nent expoundérs ‘of the<'system of international
law, the whole syatem-owea'its. origin clearly and
purely to Christianity. One of our most distin-
guished publi¢ ‘characters, whose ‘eloquence has
rung throngh-this stately:hall -as: he’ eulogized
our Washington, said, so far as-I recollect, in
these very words: ‘“That the religious systems
.of Greece and Rome, and originally'éf!all nations
-of antiquity,.formed the great obstacle to-the
establishment of ‘any great pringiple of interna-
tionallaw ;butthatit grew by necessity out of the
spiritual religion ‘of the New Testament.”-  And
he ddduces thig striking testimony: ¢ That the
whole developmient of the publie 1a¥% of the world
wag but the simple ‘application: and expouent of
the principle announced by the Saviour in hia
sermon on- the: Mount—<Whatsoever ve would
that men should do unto Fou, do.ye even so'unto
them.”” Now, sir, I take'it that if that simple
law had ‘been dipplied:té Sur-‘fordign relations
during the: progress.of this: war, e never should
have had the ““Alabame ™ sent afloat in the place

of the ¢« George Griswold,” tor would ‘the. ocean
now be swarming with pirates: /This is not all.
What do we hear of ‘the mighty workings of thig
Book ‘of God among our'defenders dpon the sea
and upon;the land ...t is.mo longer a’ question’ |
whether'the men in the army will read the Bible. , .
We know thatthey criive it, and with outetretched
hands.* It is:-no..longer o question whether
they abuse the. Word of God. We know that the
msta.nc(_es of ‘abuse ‘are scarcely appreciable in
comparison with:the .effects of.its distribution. -
It'ig no longer & question. whether Christian men

in thé‘army‘love the Word of God a8 they did at
‘home.  Bir, multitudes of them love it/ more than
they ever did before. But someﬁlﬁes .8 question

-arises as to the wiste, the consumptioh of volumes

sentout,.. It is even so. ' Bat supposing that it
‘Were twice.ns great as it is, or even three times
as great, it were worth all that it costs; sir, if we
only put'the Testament, of Book of Psslms, or the
Gospel; by J ohn, in the hands of some poor dying
man who™is' languishing upon the battle-field.
’ ‘have this Christisnsaudisnce’ under-
Btand that these men will cling to.their Testa-
ments ‘and Bibles whea they throw away their
knapsacks, snd ‘ever: their arms. - ‘They carry the
“Word of -God with, them in their retreat! {Ap-
plauge.,” - i LT -
I might-appeal with confidence to these leaders -
of our armies, who are here to-night; for their-:
testimony in regard to the influence of the Word
of God upon their soldiers.; Tellme; sir, (address-
ing Gen. Howard,) were the men whom you led o’
victory st Getrysburg, -or iu_the valley of the
Lookout at Chattanocogn, less brave, less Theroic,
because the carried religion with them jnto-the
batile, and this Book of the wars of thg Lerd?.
-Tell me; ‘were those who foaght Hooker’s battle
ab9ve the clouds less heroic because they were
animated by the spirit of that Book, which taught
them to play the man for our people and for the °
cities of our God?’. Are:the Christianfmen in the
t 2 who love the Word of God, those
‘who- are trusted least'or trasted mogt? 11 is one
of the significant facts ip; regard to this Bible
that our soldiers are beginning to
crave the whole Word of ‘GFod—~they want not
‘merely.to read the “l'estament; but - they are be-
gmning to long for the whole Old Bible. And,
-8ir, 80 far as the distribution can be discriminate,
-and the means- of the Society will allow, I be
l;gvoe_ ghat the day is not fur distant when the dis-
tribution of the whoie Bib'e will be inade ve
la.rg_ely to those who woull appreciate it.
~:8ir, the very spirit of an. _i?nnortal heroism
‘neathes in that Old Testarient’ **They who-are
! this ;gigantic ...
Absalom and Ahithophel, |
A f the ten tribes. “Andthey
‘Who .are longing for:penee-and }prbbyer’rfy,lﬁﬂ o
wiot forget how God brought together the angient

people fromi theirsevetity yeéars of captivity in &~

-+§| styange land, where they -hungitheir harps upon



