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CENERAL ASSEMBLY.
PROUEEDINGS OF THURSDAY.

Trurspay, MAY 28, 1863,

_ The Assembly met at 9 o'clock, A. M.,.and spent an
hour in devotional exeroines. ’ " :sp'e:q‘h "

Personal Explanation.

Rev. Dr. Senan having obtained leave to make a
statement said: , .

Mz, Moderator: I have occasion 46 know that my
position in respecs to the first of the series of reso-
lutions adopted yesterday, on the state of the cou n-
Aty, was misapprehended by some members of this
body. I see also, that'I am not fairly represented
by one of the daily papers of thiscity, If, there-
for, the -Assembly will-grant me the. privilege of
making a few remarks in otder to correct these mis-
apprehiensions; ldss: for m{ own-aake than the oguse,
I'shall deem it a favor. 1 wish to be right on the
record at such & time as the present. - . R

Being & member of the: committee, and sharing in
the responsibility of presenting a suitable paper for
the gation of this body, and ‘moreover, having stu-
died the firet resolution with some degree of care, I
deteoted in it, as T thought, looseness of utterance,
inacouraey qf language, and a great liabilisy to abuse
and perversion by those who are more than willing
to embarrasa the Government in this great struggle
againet’ treason. It seemed 'to me, moreover, that
the utterande of this bodyshould be made as perfect
as possible, ’ B

Now, siv, the resclution seferred to in these re.
marks, alike in:its phraseclogy, several eluuses and-

eneral deift, while ifitended to be a true utterance
n respact to the dootrine of nllegintice; involved the
practieal error of onfounding the- present executive
administration of the Government with the entire
Government of these United States, as ‘provided
for by the Qunstitution,  And this error I wished to
corréct, For this purposs I submitted the two fol-
lowing resolutions as s substitate for the firet reso-
lution of the eominittee. s )

Rasolved 1, That civil government is an ordinance
of Gud for his own glory and the best interests of
mankind, and is therelore divine in its authority and
sunctidns, : e g

Resolved 2, That the officers dom posing the olvil
miugistraoy of these United Statés, whether legisla-
tive, judioial, ‘or exesutive, are the ministers of God,
subwmission to: whose ‘authority when scting within
their proper sphere, is o duty binding an the con-
soience and enforced by the express command of
Gotghhimself‘ ' ' : DR

ese resolutions, though not adopted by the
Assembly, I greatly preferred on aocc”o‘)unt of"their
exnctuess of language, and absolute truthfulness.
The Government of these United Statés consists
in the agency which the .people through the Con-
stitution have created, and on which they have be-
stowed governmental powers; earefully specifying
those powers; and; as a matter of fa’.cf'}lthis'ageney
- does fnvolve the combined action of three depart-
ments: the legislative, the judicial, and the execu-
tive, each acting in its constitutional sphere, and all
three making the National Government. This, sir,
is the express letter of the Conscitution; and I
wanted the utterance of the Assembly on so radical
4 question, and in times like these when,patriots
are struggling for the life of the nation, to bé con-
formed. with the grentest possible exactness to these
ideas. Heartily as I subseribe to the excellent
spoech of brother Barnes, in support of the first
resofution, and also to the objeot sought to be gained
by that resolution, I, nevertheless, thought the reso-
~ lutioty in itself defective, because it did not, either
in its phraseology or drift, state the dectrine as we
find it in the Constitution of the United States:
That resolution, in its whole scope, obviously refers
to the Eizecutive Department o the Government ;
this is what is usually meant by-the term, Admin--
istration ; the people will be likely 30 to understand
it; traitors and sympathisers with treason will so
understand it; and, sir, takiog the term in this
seuse, it is not true that the Administration is the
Government of the United States, to which alone
alleginnce is due; It 'is one of the departments or
;gencieg of this Government, but not the whole of-
it. It is sovereign in its:sphere, and shiould be sus-:
tained by all the peofle in:this terrible erisis of eivil:
var, - ’l"hw'ts-wha'.t,; desired to say) in 4 way not,
to bo misunderstood, or liable te be: perverted: I’
would not even to kill a Copperhead, which, I be-
lieve, is the meanest-and most poisonous of all re
tiles, make an: utterance which cannot be defended.
Mr. Moderator, if you please, I will give you my-
confession of faith as-a citizen, and T hope, a Chirist--

ian, B
. I believe in the doctrine of (
in its orlgin and anthority, - - _;

I believe that the Giovernment of these United:
States 7s & government invested with all the powers:
of sovereignty, and-acting direotly on all the people,
and not a rope of sand. - - ’ : ‘

I helieve that this Goveroment embraces three
departments of agency, in each of which the people
have, through the Constitution, lodged specified
powers, o o

I believe that secession from this Government, as
an idea simply, is a political heresy, and that when
put inte practice it becomes open treason, to be sup-
pressed by the milita‘%‘ force of the nation. ‘

Theligve that this (fovernment is the most be-
niga and blessed under which any people ever lived.
1 believo that since this' Government rests on_the
popular will, and hag fully provided for the orderly
expression of that will, there ¢an be ho right of re:

volution against its authority. . :
believe that every eitizen" of this’ ﬁteat Com-
mouwealth is bound to support the public authori--
ties and obey the laws, except when they conflict
vith the la#s of Giod, and in that case he.tnust obey
God, and meekly- suffer the civil penalty, leaving
posterity and God to determine the.question of fact.
whether in thus acting he is.a& martyr.or a fool.
I thank the Assembly for this brief indulgence.
It gives me the epportunity to correct avy misappre-
hensions, and place myself:just where I desire to

stand—on. the side of truth-and righteousness.

o Sabbath Observanoce. Lo
Rev. Dr. 8pran presented a report from-the Commit-
tes on B4 and Overtures on the subjpct of Ssbbath
Observange, . Co X
The regott of the Committee was read and adopted.
Committee on Billa and Qvertures; reparted Over-

Government as divine

ture No, 4, ag follows:

Resolved, 1at, That innsmuch as the Sabbath was
made formaniby. the emuniscient God, and is: indjs--
pensable to. oue highest, social, civil, and religious
welfare, this General Assembly regarde-it not only
13 the duty, but the rig&t and privilege of all men-
to  Remember the Sabbath. day to keep it haly.”™

Resolved 2d, That, a8 the law of sthe Babbath ia
fivinely given withous limitation of time and unre-
pealed, its olaime. for our.cbedience:are supreme and
perpetaal, - Tl )

Besolved 3d, That in order to give fall power to the
Gospel in the salvation of ouls, professors of reli-
gion, and ministers eapeciaMy, should carefully sanc-
tify the Lord's day and give no: counterisnce direct~
ly'or {ndirestly to its deseoration. . SR

Resolved 4¢h, That the physical and 'mental, ae
voll as mornl interests of man demand the day of
holy rest,'and that the entire community shoald;
nanifest n grateful appreciation of this gifs of Heaven:
by an anperverted, saored observance of the Chrisy
tisn Sabbath, . : A

Resolved 5¢h, 'That at this time of public strife—of:
frarful angiety and sufferiug—while we are heartily:
loyl to vur government, we: ehould: maoat smce.rely..
depreciate an deplore any ufinecessary la_bor, review,
o battle on the Lord's day, Jest by disloyalty to!
God we dishonor bim, and’inour: his:flerce indigna-
tin, aud ae & nad result, maet with. signol: defeat to.
wr arms, aod terrible oalamities: to our nativn from.

im, who is the God of battle?rand» of natisns, and
%ho honors them that hopar him, - . o

Resolved 6th, That it be esrnestly “9“”“1_‘:1:}:
the pastors of our churches fully to instrad e
Peuplo ag ¢o the duty and’ im&oﬂgnoe- Eoﬁ,:on? ulhj';
fnctifying the entire Sabbu iddivid’usll [y fth‘f e
fimily and communvity,in order:that it hea fu
tructions and . jte - holy saving 1n13‘ue§cef&; zhz«
;“"IYWhere permeate the atata, the nation, anc’

Yorld, . - ;

Resolved T¢h, That esch pastor and stated suppy
o wur ghurches be requicsted atsame time gurmi.;?:
Mrsant year, to preach especislly.upon the. SARCY
i Sk Gt a0 1 g o o

ev, Dr, : : . B, Go Y
ok, hues Toave to,address the Asiembly g tho subject.
J”.flpfesented by the Commitjge. : = ,

1o motion was agreed t0,. ..

Bev, Dy, C:ox siid that the . Sabhath

™im he represented, might be regarded

-

‘,ngmit_teéf :
88 & little |

: good ‘miaister

1 same time,

.

by the ‘deepest passion of the depraved soul—the
love of money, and the love of plen\lx)re. Our strategy,
Said he, has ‘been simple, it has been to divide and
conquer—to make simple, singular issues with the
several forms in which the enemy might-appear on .
the field, and to give up no contest until victory was
}vop._ : ‘I}y God's ‘help thig strategy has been suceess- -
hul. The operations of the'Sabbath Committee have
bad respect to the civil Sabbath, the military Sab-
ath, -and the sacred Sabbath, In attempting to
guard and proteet the civil Sabbath, we have sought -
the intervention of the’ magistracy and the legisla~
ture. 'We have ‘claimed the enactment of just
and stringent laws, restraining the invasion of the
sanctity of the Sabbath, whether by cur own citizens,
or our adopted citizens. When laws have been en.
acted, and their Constitutionality has ‘been gues-
tioned, they have been defended.” When attempts
have ‘been” made to reé;eal those ‘laws, we have met
8qch~attemgt_§, in the Committees of the Legislature,
without pu hc"aiitatmn on our part—resisting pub-
lic agitation by the calm presentation of truth in the
Committee room. Wé have bafiled our opponents at
every point. ' Those laws have been declared Con-
stitational by the Supreme Court of our State, and”
that question is settled forever. The Legislatare of
our State has rejected every uverture for their re-
peal. Public sentimgnt has sanctioned them. The
execators of our laws have moved forward to their
enforcement, and to-day they are as well enforced as
dny other laws, with the support, cordial and wa-
qpﬁhﬁed, of good citizens of all classes and creeds.
T'he epeaker then detailed the efforts of the Com-
mittee to secure the observaccs of the Sabbath in the
Army, In orderto check the tendencies toward a
disregard of the Sabbath by the military nuthori-
ties, they- appesled to- the-Commander-in-chief, who
prompily issued that General Order which will live

n history. By the influénce of the Committee it |

had been 50 arranged that ne military receptions
gor{] took place in the Qity of New York on the Sub-

ath. <

In respect to the sacred Sabbath, the Committea
believed that one of the most prominent means of
effecting gaod was® by the preparation of ‘8 suitable
Sabbath literature. The spenker then concluded by
statpments in reference to varidus publications on
the suhject of Sabbath observance, made under the
directivn of the Committee, :

=eport of Standing Committee on Bducation. -

Prof. Dav, of Lane Seminary, presented from the
Standing Committee on. Education the following-re-
port:

The Standing Committee on Edueaﬁonnrespect—
fully report that the annual statement of the Per-

-manent Committes on Educatibn, gives gratifying -

avidences of, the wide intérest felt in our churches
in this departmeut of evangeligal labor, the correct-
ness of the general principlés on which it has been
cotiducted, and the economy, efficiericy and wisdom,
with which it has been prosecuted. Many difficul-
ties were, to be overcome, before a comprehensive.
system, which should secure the hearty and unani-
mous co-operation of all our churches could be se-
cured ; but such progress has been madé as to pro-
wmise at o distant day the fullest avceptance of the
plan now in gpuration throughout our entire bounds,
‘Che rendering of aid to one hundred and one youog
men recommended by the Presbyteries and preparing, -
for the ministry, the payment of a large part of the -
appropriation required, and the collection of more’

than $15,000, by means of ‘which thia bas been ne-

complished, from churches not exceeding in number
one fourth of those which may be expected to con-
tribute, shoi. that much Las been done, and:at the
game time that much remaios to be done. . Faithful-
ly.as some .of the Presbyteries have endeavored fo
aarry out the plan of the Assembly, earnestly as -
many, pasturs have labored to give it efficiency, and
liberally as many of our churches have responded, it.
is evident from the printed report of rageipts, which
should be carefully examined by every member of
the Assembly fur'this object, that the work of seeking
to bring pious young men of promising gifts into the
ministry, snd aiding them while in a.course of pra-,
paration. has 'still 4n “iniperfest Bold dpon éhe"
affections and contidence of not a few who ought to
be its warmest friends. The pérmanent committee,
therefore, have judged wisely in calling attention
apew,to a number of important principles and sug-
geations, a careful attention to which is evidently es-
sential to the sacvessful prosecution of this great
‘work. These are: the importapce of a sensa of person-
al résponsibility in this department of Christian labor
iin the breast of every minister of Christ, and every
Christian parent, thé: careful training of children in
the family, and through the ordinary preaching of
tha :gospel fur self-denying lives, the faithful atten- .
dance of Presbyteries to the details of the plans
adopted by the Assembly, and especially the duty of . *
becoming - thoroughly satisfied of the piety, good
‘sense and Aptness to teach. those, whom they recom-
mend-for-aid, fidelity ‘on the pars of every chugreh-in
taking without fail an annual collection for thia ob-
jeet and. the desirableness of ‘the establishment of
scholarships by persons:of property. - i

No ooe thing, perhaps, has acted more injuriously
upon the church, than a larking impressivn:in many .
‘minds, that young men}thug sided, are, in general,.
below: the average of .théir fellows, and that many -
are helped who ought never to be in the ministry.

That the. just-expectations of the church are not:
‘I in.all coses fulfilled none;can deny.

That .mistakes.
and omissions may and will be mude as lovg as men’
are 0ot infolliblé! muat “be ndmitted. But such
cases - do.not -stand- alone. ;. Parents are sometimes :
disappointed. in.their children, merchants in: their :
alerks, the government in. its officers. --We have no
right,! therefore; to expect in . the selection of
young men to be aided, sn absolute freedom from-
error such as is.never demanded in othier relations and -
.such as nothing less than omniscience could secare.
But what the: Ohristian community:-have a right to
expset is;that very grest eire-should be taken:in the.
‘aelection: of candidates to be aided, and that all-who -

:are in any way' concerned in introducing young.

man, through the:gid of :the church, into the min-
istry should do all that human wisdom and caution,.

:und- Cheistian fidelity and. conscientioustess can-do
to prevent the benefactions of the church from being-

. wasted in the raising up of an inferior and inefficient”
ministry, . . ./ S o

. According: to.the present plan the responsibility
rosts, in: the firstiplace, upon the pastor and elders.

ofthe church to which theapplicant-helougs, without

the: redoinmendatien of . whom rio application ean
ordinarily ba considered; and next upon the preshy-
tery or-its committee; and if these: parties, after
eavefully and thoroughly examining the evidences.of.
bis piety, and in view of his ,me.ntal;a_ph‘tude .and.
other qualitiey, ‘present him as ino their judgment
enlled to the work of the ministry, & very cunsidera-
ble degree uf security agsinst error in the selection
of young men would seeny to be gbtained. =~ - .
But in yview of: the great importance of this point;,;
the Standing Committee have been lgd to inquire
whather this security might net be still further in-~
creased liy the additivn of quarterly reports from the
teacher: or teachers of every candidate aided, in-re-
apect to:his Christian -and. intellectual character and:
development, and-other -prominent qualifieations re--
quired of thuse who seek the office ot'a bishop. Isis
certain - that sieh testimonials; from.time to.time,
would furnish the Pormavent Cummitteé and: the
Presbyteries wjth  someé fair nieans- of judging. -
whéther the ;i’}m and.-traits neeesiaty. to make a
‘ of-Jesas Christ were becoming steadi-:
ly developed in the young men aided. The quarterly.
‘schedule of: expenses—hbitherto required—against,
which: objections are sometimnes: urged, might.thus,:
.exebpt in- a.very general smanger, pe;omlt,ted. “In
‘the: other-brauch of the::Presbyterian Chureh this
meshod has been adopted,; and with very sau'sfuemry .
ré‘i‘;{‘i:' vth}':‘refote recommended thas the th Rule of:
the Assembly for aiding: young men be altered to
rend a8 followss: - ¢ . L ot
5.. Aunual :appropriations to e_ltudents _ghall . no
ordinarily exdesd %120 to theological students, $100
10 calleginte students, arid $80 to scademic students,
nor be such ag to cause mstudent’s annual income: to
exceed $250. - Exch student . before receiving an ap-
propriation shall forward; or: vause to be forwarded,
to- the . Permanent Committes 8 particnlar report
from his-instructor or-instructors,: or-from gome cor--
‘vespondent of ‘the Permangné;Committee, showing.
_his standing for piety, talents; scholdrship, diligence,
‘punctuality, predence, good. manp?;s;freadum' from-'
expensive and offensive socinl bubits, healtl, econus: -
my, and. generaligood influence. -At:the-close of the
year;#copy of these quarcerly reports shall be- i;;w»
nished; by the Permanent Commistee-to the Pres ty.
tery recommending him. The.student shall, at the
\ime, make to the.Presbytery,in writing, & re-

& a8 10 his. ;ogreas,"wvll,l)ﬁ&, and prospects. .
i)r:gbywﬁes recommending students, shall renew
‘their appﬁcation,,from year to year, atter receiving

and considering such reports; .and shall specify:the

b ; s, pionegrs sent: onis: : :
e Ak gl 113 St e o o
§ A ey o ; . Bad . ¢ ! g4 A 10al. A1 1e8:
“Yecrated Bost of - Glod's elect. - ey Bag: A%l 30 . Lane; and Union 'Theological ‘Seminaries:
o BAB . ol QRO ‘many & bat- | Adburn;: X nioi > by :
“'..“f"‘ u skirmish—he lglghﬁ ga.rhanﬁ ﬁ.‘:’gitm or [show them, to z.i)e;less mnisvomg]);;ﬂf&c;e% lh)};et};g |
.7 but thank Giod they hac nover U8 " " bined | war than Was apprehended, and, o

hierge, ‘Their foe was aotive and bitter,

be in'a prosperous condition; but yequiring to be
more amply endowed in order to reach their high-
est usefulness,
* The work of construction in regard to our Bdu-
cational Systen, is substantially finished. What is
now needed'is 2 united, hearty and persistent effort
to secure the great end before us, )
We récommend to the Assembly to adopt the
following resolutions, S ' '
Resolved 1st, That the success of our plan of edu-
cation for the ministry the past year has been such
as to justify and strengthen the confidence of the
chiurch in‘its economy and efficiency. T
Resolved 2d, That the earnést and hearty co:ope-
ration of the Pastors, Churches, and Presbyteries
in the ﬁlan; marked out and described in the Edn-
cational: Manual, is essential to the highest pros-
perity of the Church, and that & careful attention
to the rules and suggestions on the 9th, 12th, and
14th pages be recommended to all members of
resbyteries, - = ‘ '
_Resolved 3d, That in order the wore effectually
to secure an annual collection for education from
every church, the question be recommended to be
regularly placed upon the docket of business in
each Presbytery at the meeting next previous to
the meeting of the Assembly,—Has the Education
Collection been ‘taken in your Church whitin the
past year? T ) R
The Committes nominate the following persons
as members of the Permanent Committee for three
years to take the place of ‘those whose term of ser-
vice has expired: Rev. John J. Owen, Rev. Jona-
than F. Stearns, J, H. Benedict, Wm. W. Wickes,
SalensH. Wales. o ;

Remarks of Professor Day, Dr. Mills and
o Mr. Brown. g 7
Prof. DAY in_presenting the foregoing report,
said that the: Committee had felt that what was
needed was to putin o%eration earnestly and hearti-

ly, the plan which has been considerately and wisely
marked out in the previous arrangements of the

was that its efficiency depended mainly upon .the
several Presbyteries, and without their co-operation
the system must be to a great degree a failare.

This plan he remarked, while it bad its obvious ad-
vantages, had also connected with it cerfain dangers.
One was that the edacational interests of the church
might suffer by neglect. Another danger was thatin
reference to the certitieates of the pastor and the ges-

| ston of the church, in reference to the suitability of

caudidates for the ministry, sufficient care might not
be taken to give certificates only to such as were wor-
thy. To obviate this as far as_possible, the Commit.
te¢ had recotimended -that there should be furaished
from quarter to quarter to the permanent Committee,
and from year 1o yéar to the Presbytery, recommend-
ing any candidate a gradusted statement from one to

< ten, in regpect 10 every young man, exhibiting his

standing in respect to the qualifications needed for a
migister of Jesus Christ. By this report, at frequent
atated periods, the Commitice would be able to decide
in reference 1o any particular young man, whether he
was making progress or going backward.

Ancther point-embraced in the reconimendations of

| the Committee, was that the Presbyteries shall be re-

quired to renew their recommendations from .year to
‘year:. Thus they would be.required each year 1o con-
sider. i reference to the candidate, the question—does
he still give evidence of fitness 1o be a eandidate for
the minisiry, aod should he be continued on the As-
sembly's books? '

. Rev. Dr. MicLs, Sccretary of the Permanent Commit-
te¢, was called upon, at the suggestion of Prof. Day for
gsome remarks on Q;e subject under consideration, said,
-that the first question arising in counexion with the
work of/ education for the ministry was—Is it o neces-
sary work? There was more skepticism on this ques-

1 tion than should exist. Yet the candid inquirer could

not but give an affirmative answer to this guestion,

pects to be guided' by an educated ministry hope to
flourish without paying becoming aitention to the edu-
cation-of its ministry. In the light of experience, this
question must be_answered in the.negative.. .. ...~

.1n reference to the question whether there are
ministers enough, that is not a question for us to.de-.
cide. ' It was s well-known fact that whenever a vevi-
val of religion takes piace, immediately numbers of
young men- come forward -impressed with a cenviction
of their duty to devote themsgelves to the ministry.
This was God's answer to'the question, whether more
ministers are needed. ’ ’

Another question was—Is the present mede of in-
_créaging the ministry the best?  After long experience
nothing better had been arrived at, and certainly there
wig every reason to.persevere in the present system,
correcting its !defects, as may be from time to time de-
nmionstrated. o ‘

“‘I'be speaker. conciuded with Jan appeal for ear-

| nestoess of labor and liberality of eontribution for

the advancenmient of the great educational work.
Rev. C, Broww said that' the feelicg in behalf of
ministerial education throughout our churches was
not a8 strong ss it ought to be. Too many alto-
gether failed to redlize its vast importance. Expe-
rience had shown him that in this-work the main
reliange for success must be upon the ministry and

1 eldership.

" There was-in many minds a mistaken impression
that we do not need ministers. This was disproved
by an ‘examinatiog of the statistics of 'the chureh,
mapny misistets upon our list being retired from ac-
tive service gn account of the infirmities of age, and
‘others beingengnged, as professors, or in other em-
ployments not strictly pastoral. The speaker then
related some, ioteresting incidents in regard to the
‘education of young men for the ministry.

The subject was further diseussed by Mr. Grif
fiths, Rev. Mr. Bittinger, Mr. Skarritt, Rev. Mr.
Chapin and Rev. Mr, Brownlee, of Kansas. ©
" The report of the Conimitice was then accepted
and adopted. Tl .

Correspondence. with Beformed 'Dntch'(}h:nrch;

On motion of Rev. Dr. Cox, the order of the
day was suspended .in_order to allow the presenta-
tion of the report of the Special Committee on the
proposed correspondence with the Reformed Dutch
Church, . L - O

Rev. Dr. Cox, in presenting the report, said that
he did not deem it necessary to say much, although
it would-be easy to say a great deal. They were all
familiar with the history and character of the Re-
formed -Duteh Church of this country. If any-
body had reason to complain of its oceasional se-
vere construction, it was he.. But in relation to
anything  which. he might have. suffered he was
ready to say cordially, that he forgave it all. Thero,
were .many ministers of: that church whom he
really loved. = If any of that church doubted his

‘L orthodoxy they were welcome to their opinions.

“The Commniittee in the course of their action had-
considered the speech of Rev. Mr. Ganse, whom
he loved dearly, and also the acts aad proceedings.
of the 76th General Synod of the Reformed Dutch,

wag founded. That report on which the Commitee
had ananimously agreed was as follows:

The Committee in the matter from the General
Synod.of the Reformed Dutch Church of North
America, respectfully report the: following minute
for the adoption of the Assembly, viz: =

ke Assembly, after cobsidering the kind and
earuest address of Dr Ganse, and cousidering also.
the printed ;mivutes of the acts and proceedings of,
said General Synod, (see pages 138 to 140, inclusive,
especially the resolution” and its preamble, poge
140,) feel with Christian and Cathelic regref, con-,
straiped.in righteousness and truth to decline the.
special overture now made to us, On principles.
precisely the same as those with whick it is our way
aud our usage immemeoridl to correspond fraternally
with other evangelical churches that ave sound in
the faith, we are cordially ready and shall be ever
happy to correspond, by, delegate or letter, with the
General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Charch of
North America. . I . ] -

Dr. Cox, in conclusion said that he believed that
the Reformed Dutch :Church, as well as his own
were in the hands of God, und. that his elect would’
be drawn together, more and more, as they were
more like Him. He believed that God, with respect
to the two churches, would direct matters for good.
"I'he Committee bélieved that if the Assembly could
with due dignity, acquiesce in such a proposition 83
that presented, it would have a good effect; but he
believed that Dr. Ggnse himself appreciated the
views of the Committee on the subject, and thatno
ill feeling would ‘be. engendered, if the Assembly
should adopt the report. He then read the fo}iow
ing preamble and resolution from the minutes of the
Reformed Dutch Chiureh, as ‘referred to in' the- re-
port. : :

Resolutions of the Reformed Dutch Church.

« Whereas, This Synod considers the interchange
of Chrissian courtesy and kindness betwesn ecclesi-
astical budies a8 must desirable, wherever it can be
-practicable and hedrty, ‘even when ditferences of
doctrinal views may :preclade that form''of corres-
pondence contemplated: in Chap: 2, Art. 5, Seo. 2, of
our Cousiitution, :

Church. *One of the leading features of this plan | Lord

Teport. .

Another ‘question 'was-—Can any church which ex-{

now

Datch, upon which to a great extent the report |

" Resolved, That the Synod send to .the next New
School General Assembly of the Presbyterian.
Church, a Commissioner, whose office it shall be to
assure that body:of our fraternal affection and.in-

terest; and to propose to it'a yearly interchange of

kind expression by letter.” = . S
. It would be obsérved, said. Dr. Cox, that-the rea-
son assigned; applies especially to.us—that they
cansider us a unique body, and except us-from the
basis on which their communications with other
churches are conducted. - .. .
- Rev. Dr. SpeAr called for the reading of a portion
of g,he minutes, ithmediately preceding that just guo-
ted: » L : :
" Rev. Dr. Cox read as follows : L o
£ Your Committee have also examined with much
carefulness; the following resolution : .

** Resolved, That it be referred to the Commitiee
on Correspondence, to consider the. propriety. of
opening a correspondence by .delegates with ths

eneral Assembly. of the,i’resbyterian Chursn,
commonly styled New School. . e

“The ‘irave importance of action on the topie, at
once awakens serious thoughtfulness, for conflieting
opinions evidently present themselves. = . -
_““On the one hand, we hear the voice:sf onr
Lord and Master, often prensing the duty.and privi-
lege of love to all the brotherhood, and then, in Hig
closing instructions -to' the Church, offering that
wonderful prayer for thosé 'who had been ' giventp
Him,” that they all*'may be one,” even as He
and His Fatherisone. .7 N
*The same spirit is breathed in the teaching of
the inspired Apostles. They urge an cnlarged
Chirstian charity. . They set forth the Church as
the.* body of Christ,’ ‘the once. glorious Head of all,
* of whom the wholo family in heaven aud earth is
named.”” They would have all, without distinction
of name, to ‘endeavor to; keep the unity .of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.’. .In view of such decla-
rations of Divine truth, it becomes us to hail with
Jjoy every indication of God’s providence pointing to
a cloger and stronger unity of the Church of our

ord. i R e
- *On the other hand we must not forget that the
truth~~the truth as it is in  Jesns—lies at the basis
of genuine Christian union, It is this that gives
life, consistency and vigor:to the whole. Weare

over, we are commanded tg. * bold fast the form of
sound words ;” and not be ‘ carried about with every.
wind of doctrine.” W . e

*1t is plain, sherefore, that no little carefulness is.
requisite, lest by any means wo suppress a becom-
ing desire for Christian upjgp-with all who *love onr
‘Lord Jesus Christ in sincafity,’ or leat we form an,
undue_complicity and -allf§nce with what we deem
to be contrary to the’ Word 6 God. )

“The Reformed Dutch Church chevishes toward the’

Iarge budy of the Presbyterian Church the most

on unity of faith. Oa this. acecount n regular cor-
respondence has Jung lieén maintained with ode
Lranch of that fumily.  We are not prepared to as-
sert with like directness, the existence of the same
feeling, arising from the suwme gause, in reference to
the *Genernl; Assembly, commonly styled New
School.” Yes, during the pust few years, our praeti-
cal commingling and conjunction with that Fespected

and membership, is a well known faet. o
*The questivn, therafore, tny well arise, whether
we should longer remain asicomparative strangers,
of ghull we. begin'to look mt.and grees each other
with well uaderstaod Christian salatations.”

The report of the Commit{ee was accepted. '
. 'T'he question then was upon the adopifon of the

Debate on the-Question of Correspondence with
_ the Reformed Duteh Chureh. =~
"A Derrcate, {whose name was not ascertained.)’
said that he thought that the brethren who had made
the report were a little too sensitive.
There might be-in the action of the Reformed.
o

h-Gh
ble ; yet the Assembly could well afford to overlook
them; he thought it more becoming the Christian
character of the body to doso. - -
Rev. Dr. Cox in reply zaid, that he had the
warmest feelings of affection toward his brethren of
the Retormed Dutch Church; but the comumittee
thought that counsidering the action of the General -
Synod of that church, the proper inference was,
that that body was not quite ready yet to corres-
pond with this Assembly. He thought by the time
another year had passed, the Dutech Church would
respect and love more cordially their. brethren of
this echurch, s -

Rev. De. Seear. I very beartily aceord with the.
report of the Committee; and I should be silent.at
this time, if T did not think it due to the dignity of
this body. and due wour own constituedcy, that our.
thoughts and feelings in the spremizes should have
some degree of expression-befure we proveed to a di-
rect vote, _ ‘ T

‘Now, it déserves our distinct recognition, that the
Dutch. Synod were in’ correspundence with the.
Presbyterian Church, by delegate or letter, or by
both; up to the year 1837, | We'were also, I believe,
in correspondence with them. In the year 1837 oc-
curred the act of excision;, in the year 1838 oc-
curred the event of ‘division, The General Synod
had sent a conunissioner tu be present in the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Presbylerian Churdh-in 1838
and that coramissioner or correspondent acting upon
his own judgwments, regardéd the ** Old School,” as
they are-termed, to be the true General Assembly;
and was present as a’ correspondent in that Assem-:
bly. For that act, until affirmed or sustained by
the General Syncd, the General Synod weré not re-
sponsible.. -Bug, sir, when the year 1839 came; the.
General Synod were represented in the Old School
Assembly, and they continued to be thus represented
downward until the present day. s

" Now, for reasons which I shall assume to be ap-
propriate on their part, courteous in their minds,
they have sought a correspondence-—with what

hy, sir, not with the General Assembly of the?
Presbyterian Church of the United States—a body,
which for gwenty-four long yeirs, they  have nét
known; and by the act of ignoring i, they have
virtnally declared that the General Assembly of the
Preshyterian Church of the United States, by the.
special designation of ** Old School,”” is the true

Feneral Assembly. ¢ : :

Now, sir, they have not yet corfected that error ;
they bave not discovered either that they ought not
to have madethat discrimination between two bo-
dies; both of which claimed to be General Assem-
blies, and in both of which they ought to have been
represented, or that it is-wise to inaugurate a corre-
spondence with a newbody—the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian .Church of the United States,
“ New - Schiool.”” ~ 8ir; *I ‘do not kriow ‘any such
body as'that’; that is not our recognized title.

Moreover, I hombly subnit that we could not, in
view of the antecedents of the past, ageept iheir pro-
position for & correspondence without ignoring and
forgetiing our own dignity, What is the manner in
which this proposition is submitted to 1s? Now,
sir, while I admired greatly the poetry and the rhe-
toric, and the piety of the speech of my belove
brother (Dr. Ganse;) yet the manner of approval is
such as to involve a species of ecelesiastical discour-
tesy, which has been, { think, very politely and
very suggestively recognized in that report, :

Now, sir, when the General Synod shall approach
us courteously, without any implications or inti-
mations of unsoundness of doctriue—when they de-
gire correspondence with us on the same basis as
the Old School brethren—when they approach us’
on the same basis as that on which we approach
them—1 shall with all. my heart, greet thewm cheer-
fully and delightedly, thanking God for the privi-,
jege.” “But sir, while charity and love and unity are
very proper qualities, in their place, be it remem-
bered that selt-respect is also a characteristic'which
is to'be commended. One of the errors of ourNew-
Behool brethren in former times, T

Rey. Dr. Cox. We do not know any such body’
as © New School,” - ’ '

Rev. Dr, Spear. Well, sir. Tuse the term accord.
ing toits common-interpretation.” One of the errors
of our brethren in- formeevtinier is, that they have
allowed their assailants'to put them all the while on
the defensive. If a man says to me, * Sir, your or-
thodoxy-is-in question,’” I'scout him with indigna-
tion. - My orthedoxy in qgitestion] ' Wh, sir, L'am
& subscriber to the standards of the Presbytérian
Church.© Do you question’ my orthodoxy 7. Do you'
meéan to impeach my integrity? Lo you mean ‘to
assume thay ['am dishonest?  If you do, I prefer-to
pass the implied impeachment in a dignified and’
sublime silence. ot

1 am glad to see that, after we have passed through
the trial of disintegration, and have passed through
the incipient stage of cohesion, we have reached the
harder stage of combination, and as a body, with.our
Church Erection Fund and our noble -committees,
are begioning to stand.up in the ripeness and energy

of our Presbyterian character and ecclesiastical man-
bood. I amglad that we are at the same time ac-

assured that charity * rejo_iae,’thbin the truth,” More-.|

cordial and fraternal feclipgs, bused, as we helieve,

{amily of Christ, in the interchange of her ministry.|
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quiring the cardinal elementof self-respect, combined
with due Christian courtesy. 1 admire the report;
I hope :we shall adopt it. .. i
Rey. Mr, LeavitTr,—I shall not vote against the
report if it should agpear to accord with the scnse
of the Assembly; but I wish to utter a profound
conviction, entertained for many months—in fact
ever since I examived this question—that the dig-
unity and the self-respect of our Assembly will be
best waintained by accepting. the proposal of the
Reformed Duteh Church, and taking no notice_of
the apparent discourtesy which may‘imve ‘preceded
that action, It seems to me that our dignity as
gentlemen and as Christians calls upon us to take
this course—-that we are. not required to resent im-
putations upon our orthodoxy--that we can afford to
pass them by in silence ; and that in the acceptance
of this.proposal there will be a magnanimity which
will be far more comforting in the refrospect than
the mere thought that we have *stood upon our
di%nty.” S e
. Dr. SpEss suggested that the report might be re-
lieved of what might be considered a pharisaieal ap-
pearvance, by strikiag out the words **in righteous-
ness and truth.””  ln other respects he mest cor-
dially endorsed the report, as he did the remar‘kg of

De. Spear.

T Stk S o,

ply to expreesions which I find - renewed wupon this

courtesy 6f my Synod. ' I say to-day, that-whatever
may be the'individual feelings of -a few men in my-
church, the Reformed Duateh Church of North Ame-
Fica canndy be changed with a design -to put upon

.this body. ' If you shiould aek that churchito declare
distinatly that she does count your body sound, ace
cording to.her private home pytions of sgundness,
she might demur, and her committés might advise
her to demar. - But if it ba proposed to my Syrod
that it, upon the othier band, should lay the faintest
imputativn, direct and intentional, upon the sound:
ness of this body, she cannot be induced to doit. "It
is my doty to my chureh to say this. " ~,° "
" The fuct'that the Old Schuol body sent to you
 commissioners without any soch preumble acéom-
panying the resolutjon appointing them as that
which we had need t¢ conaider here, robe simplyiout
caf the difference between the two forms of govern-
ment—your,Book of Discipline and vur Coustitution,
If our Coostitution had read justas your Baok of

bave seen of heard. Make not, then, u distinetion”
of spirit. . It is riot there. We meant to'say to you

bly, or any other, can mean to say to'you, Make not
the nceident of our constitutional law, which our fa-
thers put dpon us, s diminution of a perversion of
the raal kindness that is in our hearts, - - .o

Sir, ivis_gonsidered as un indication of something
‘less than kinduession anr-part, because this budy was
designated in our resolution as the ** New School Gene-

ral Assembly.” Sir, what should we have called it in
order to degignate it at all? The very brother, who
in the courge of his' remarks, criticized my:church for
the use of that epithet could not keep his tongue-from
rapenating it.” I repeas ag'l sail yesterday, that we

aeyer drenwed of offence,  'We thought you had a’
distinctive theology ; we shall think so; and we'do

you honor when we think so. Sir, that man who de-
nies to this body a distinctive theology is not a_wise
friend of it.. What holds you together? Mere outside

| pressure?  Are you a fidck of sheep driven between

fences which others have made, and with a master be-
hind youl? No, sir; you sre a power in the land.’
God has set the marks of your distinctive theoloky
wheré -you cannot. move them—in- the soul of Ameri-

can piety. God's trathis_great; and human. minds

are narcow.  We look upon that truth in perspective
from one view or another. We, who are the more ri-
gid Calvinists, if we may so term ourselves, may locks
upon it from the stabd-point of God ; and you may
justly look npon it from another stand-point that be-

your preaching; and your preaching has helped our

Geueral Asdembly. And when we recogaise. your
glory, do we-do you shame? When we recognise your
glory, shall you hold up your hands before. blushing
-checks and shrink from the Reformed Datch-Synod,
bocause she recognises yon where God bas put you?
No, no. Take your place, sir; God has given it to’
youj; let Israel rejoice in Him that made him.

" That which we say to to-day, you may by mis-
-take shrink from; but what we suy to you, history

-You are yourselves—you are not ns; and we, who
are ourselves, put forth our hands of cordial greeting
to you, with no thought of imputation upon your
doctrinal soundness, As I said yesterday, we are
anund for ‘ur, you are sound fur you, and -we are
both sound for Gud.. [Applanse.]

AFTERNOON SESSION.

v "Report of Mileage Commiftes.

- The Mileage Committee respectfully report that
the following named Presbyteries have paid their
full quota of b cents for each communicant,

| Here follow the names of all the Presbyteries ex-
cept, L. Watertown; Utica, Onondaga and Rockaway,

fivecents for-ench midister,.and have: paid; in addi-
tion, a portion of the Mileage. 2: Athens, 5t. Jo-
seph, Genesee Valley, Champlain, Steuben, Logans-

ort, Rochester, Meadville, Columbia, Albany,

cents for éach minister. 3. Troy, Cortland, Che-
naugo, Niagara, San Francisco, Sierra Nevada, San

thing to the expenses of the General Assembly.]

is $4987 81-100. . The amount of bills ‘audited aud
allowed for Mileage expenses is $4607 60. . |
_ The Estimate presented by the Stated Clerk for the
Contingent expenses of the General Assembly, is
pine hundred dollars, leaving a balance ftoward the
payment. of the Mileage bills of $4,087 81; a sum
that will-pay eighty-five cents on the dollar,.of the
amount of said bills. S

The Committee wonld therefore recommend that 85

ses of the Commissioners to this Assembly, as andited
by the Committee, be paid to them, and that the
balance be paid to the Stated Clerk of the Géneral
Assembly; to be applied to the Contingent Fund,
"~ The Committee's récommendation to assess the

lost and the gld ratea retained. As thus amended,
the report wasadopted.” e T

Correspondence with -the Reformed Dutch
o . Chureh.
The Assembly in the course of the afternoon ses-

gion resumed the consideration of the repoyt of the

committee on the subject of the proposed correspen-
dence with the Reformed Duteh Church. -

Speech of Rev. Dr. Fowler. =~

Rev. Dr. Fowrer.  If this subject conld have been
disposed ‘of with s clear understanding without dis-
cussion—if - the. motion. now before us could have
been carried as I heartily hope it may be, with such
an understanding of the spirit, which, as I think, ani-
mated this body—1I should bave been glad. :
I tully accord with the conclusion of the Commit-
tee which they ask us to endorse ; but not at:all for
the reasons which. have been assigned by someé bre-
thren who havespoken on the sebject, and with whom
I have been very happy.to accord on all questions

proposition .of our brethren of the Reformed Dutch

that there is embodied in their proposition anything.

part, meant to refiect upon.our orthodoxy, or-to in-
timate that they are orthodox, and we, heterodox.
Thig- construction which has -been pus .upon. their
proposal, appears to arise solely from the infeli¢itous
language in which itis presented. A specific giqpli-
cation 1s very naturally given o some general re-
marks which occur in-the coarsé of the report of the
Committee on Correspondence, raised by the Synod
of the Reformed Dutcﬁ Church, . Thatveport in sub-

Christian charity requires of all churches that they

thize with them on the ope great subject of 'salvation ;.
but then they go on to say that at the same time this
fllowship ought to be cautiously exercised—that
care should be takes that it should not be indulged
at the expense of truth and righteousness. Now, I

fellowship to the utmost limits possible ; we believe,
\ . . :

 Rev, Me, Gixss. - Mr. Moderator, I “wish ‘to' re- ,

floor, which ‘intimaté distrust of the kindness and .

her ‘minutes an imputation upon' the sonndness of

Discipline does, that preamble yon néver should -

‘dll, that w8 ¢an think the O1d Schiol General Asseni- -

rall Assembly.” -Sir, what should we have called itin .

wrch—some thingehrhich-were-objectiona- | 8113:at buman fecling. . Your theology hus influenced

preaching ; and Americs to-day owes thanks to the :
distinctive theology of the New School Presbyterian -

will say to you and of you,-and eternity will say it. .

ranklin, Detroit, Otsego, (13) have paidto the Con- -
tingent Fund, at the rate of sixty or seventy-five -

The amqunt received by the Mileage Committee,

per cent. of the bills for Mileage and necessary expen- -

Presbyteries at the rate of six cents per member was

previously before ns. My objection to accepting the
Church, does'not arise from any ‘belief on my part.
like an intentionul indignity to ns—anything like an-
1insult;” I do not believe—I pever could be made to

believe that those brethren while extending to us the-
hand of fellowship, and asking a reciprocation on our.

stance proceeds in this manner: They declare that °

should extend their fellowship to those who sympa-

conceive that these are remarks to which every
brotlier on this floor will cordially respond, ” "We be- -
1lieve that charity requires.ns to:extend Ohristian”

_which paid to the Contingent Fund, sixty or.seventy- :

Jose, District of Uolumbia, Portage, Elyria, Patas-
kala, Chariton, Oswego, (10) have contributed no--

5.

N

farther, that we ought not to extend it'so far as to
infringe upon the claims of truth and justice. These
are simple, general declarations on their part; they
do not undertake to assert that their offer of fellow-
ghip'with us involves any complicity on their part
with radical or importanterror. They then go on to
say that it has been their practice to hold correspon-
dence with the brethren of the other General Assem-
by, and that they find themselves in full accord with

| that branch of the Church; but that they are not aé

liberty tb szf, now, that they are in fall accord with
us in reference to our views on doctrinal points. This
is,the substance of the paper, though- of course not
its exact language. Well, sir, is there any objection’
to that? 'Cheysay that they are not yet.sufficiently
scquainted with us and the facts in the case, to de-
clare that they are in as full accord with s as with
our brethren of the - Old School (General Assembly.
1s there any ground of offence in this ? I think not,
They then go on und add to the previous report and
preamble, a résolution' containing. the deliverance
which they give. -
*: T say, then, sir; that-my objection to an immediate
aeceptance of the proffer of our brethren of the Re-
formed Datch Charch does not arise from any idea
that there was the lenst -disposition on the part of
any member of that body to offer an insult. It can.
not be'that such was,tﬁé"faé‘tj{ 1t ceflainly was not
the fact. Nor does my objection nrise from the cir.
cumstance that our brethren of the Reformed Dutch
Chureh,. at the time of the disruption, cast their lot
with onr brethren of the other Assembly. They felt
at that time that they were moreinaccord and sym-
pathy with that body—that they were more in agree.’
ment with it in.reférence to. doctrinal views.  They
did not think that they: were fully in accord with ug
—in perfect harmony.with us in spirit—in perfect,
agreement with -us in doctrine. But .they were
obliged fo live and learn ; and it is to their credit,
that they make the confession that after a course of
years they have'learned us better, aid know now
that they are in sympathy with us, that they arein
substantial agreement with us; end for that reason
they offer now, in a kind and courteous spirit, as I be-
lieve, to'enter into fullowship with us;~ahd 1L hope
that, instead of rejecting this proffer, simply because
in the days of their former ignorance they were cau-
tious, and ns they now confess, mistaken—I hope,
that, when they are now ready to extend to us the
band of fellowship, we shall grasp that hand with
cordiality. . :

But why do I object to the immediate acceptance
of the proffer? For three reasons. First, because.
of certain circumstances attending the adoption of

.| that resolation by the Synod. Let ‘me. very briefly

state.what I understand to be the facts of the case.
The propesition was introduced intothe Synod.of the
Reformed Dutch OChurch by a brother whio bears a
name which justly is highly honored among us—a
brother who went out from-us and who is still one of
us in spirit. 'That proposition. it appears, took the
body entirely by surprise. I think that was the re-
mark ‘made by the beloved commissioner from the
Reformed Dutch Synod. c .

Rev. Mr. Ganse. Not entirely by surprise—some-
what by surprise. . = L
" Rev. Dr. Fowerr. Generally by surprise. '
_Rev. Dr, Gaxss - Yes, sir. : - -
" Rev. Dr. Fowsir. Thus the brethren of that
Synod hardly knew what to do with it. The sub-
Jject Was discussed pro and con for, I think, four
hours; and finally a proposition was made to refer
it to their Committee on’ Correspondence.  That
motion was carried by a. majority of two. The
Committee on-Correspondence brought in a report.
embracing the first part of the paper which ap-
peared in the minutes of the General Synod, and
which has been read to us this morning by the
chairman of our committee, {Rev. Dr. Cox;) and it
.closed with 4 recommendation that the subject
should be refeired to the Synod at its next ses
sion, to be held during the coming month. The
report of the Comimitiee on Cofrespondénce was
amended- by the adoption of the proposition em-
braced in the preamble and résolution as contained
in their minutes as they have been read to us to-

day. . , -

_ Kl’ow, 1 say that in view of the fact that the pro-
position took those brethren so much by surprise
that théy hardly felt themselves ready to act upon
it, and inasmuch as there was wiore or less donbt-

- fulness in regard to the expediency of inauguratin

the correspondence, it is better for their sakes an
ours that those brethren should hiave a mote fayor-.
able opportunity for déliberating upon the mistter;
and if after such deliberation they should still think
that such a correspondénce is.desirable, we shall no
doubt- all of us be very happy to eiter into corre-
spondence with them, - ] .

[At this point the hour of adjournuient arrived,
and Rev. Dr. FoWLER retaining the floor, the As-
sembly adjourned.] , , T

: . Fripay Morwivg, May 29.
The Assembly met at 9 o’clock, and after.an hoar
spent in devytional exercises, the Minutes of the pre-
vious session were resd aud approved.
. N . g B

" Report on Home Msssions.

On motion of Rev. Dr. Clark, of Baffuly, the order

of the day was-pustponed, to allow the presentation

of the Report on Home Missions, which was as fol-
lows: .

Report of the Standing Committee on Home
K Missions. -~ ...
 The Standing Committee on Home Missions begleave
respectfully to.report: . .
That they have given careful and protracted atten-
tion to the matters entrusted to.them, to wit: To the
second annual report of the Permaunent Committes on

Home Missions; to s memorial from the Presbytery of
Sciota, and to, ¢ertain verbal cemmunications. made by
individuals who have had access to our sessivns,

. Among the many topics of interest thus brought tothe
attention of the Committee, the following solicit and
seem: to deserve the special regards of this General: As-
sembly, viz.: o y )

" The very instructive history of this first full year’s
experiment of Home: Missions, conducted upon the As-
sembly’s plan. R o

The remarkable reply of the Executive Commitiee of
the American H. M. Society to the General Assembly,
in.which it:is eet forth .as the rule of that.Society, to
withbold from the Presbyterian Church sli_share in the
monies which it receives from Presbyterian sources, ex-
cept on the impossible condition that the party seeking
sid shall disown. its organic relations—dissolve its eccle-
siastical bonds, and desert s church to join a society.

The employment. of:Presbyterial missionaries; the
work in hand for the comiug year; the measures to be
adepted for its accomplishment, and- the relative impor-
tance of this partieular branch of Christian activity.

Upon these geveral themes, the Committee would-offer
the following suggestions:-.. -~

The history of the first year.of any Christian enter-
prise, involving as it does . the birth of some new reli-
gious:movement, and the jufancy of some unfolding force
in the kingdom of God, has in every cage a prophetio
interest, since it appropriates, and in some sense deter-
mines-the future,  The first: 'year of our Christianity,
after it was left in this world by its abseot and ascended

Head; the first year of this same Christinnity enteriog
among & mew people, 'Greek or Roman. or Celt;
the first year of this religion in any 'single convert-
ed soni——what trials—what conflicts—what Jessons—
what bopes—what issues are wrapped up in thess little

{ vernal periods, thede seed times of the kingdom of grace.
|- Within this Jast:year, pregnant of so.many causes, and

decisive of so many results,we have tried our Churches:
whether they had the.zesl to sastain—our Gomnittee,
whether they possessed the skill to manage—our Mis-
givnaries, whether they felt the courage to hazard or the
devotion to abet the' new -undertsking. - Nay, we have
made our appesl to: the. Supreme Arbiter and Judge
Himself, whether, sitting jn the heavens and surveying
our work, He would impress upon -it the seal of His
own approbation, and adopt it a8 His cause and ours.

- And over all these tests and issues we have received,
und in’s twelvemonth, ¢mens of such auspicious import
that we are eunnbled at the end of this first stadium of
our Home Missionary cateer, to ereci™s monament of
humble aesurages, and say with devont thanksgiving,
that all things ‘are working together ‘for good to this’
cause which'we love. " - S o
* In'Décembar last: the Permanient Comimittee having
been instructed thereto by -the previdus Assembly, ad.
dressed a noteto the Kxccutive Board of the American

that should enable them to denl, out .of their sbundant
charities, an -occasional. mojety to such'-Presbyteridn
Churches as might be in temporary.distrese'throngh Inok
of jmmediate assistance from our stinted and over-taxed
and iocapable -treasury. We hud just embarked upon
an arduous enterprise, which was us dificult as it was
complicated and just. | o o N

.1t was well known.that the American Society hadin
its Treasury, in the form of legacies and contributions,
more than thirty thousand dollars, that had come, to it
from churches still in connection with this Assembly.

.t 1t was equally well known that this money hag been

given not with the intentgnthe part of the donors fo put
i beyond the rench’of the Presbyterian Churches, but
for the very purpose of putting it within their'réach, *

byterian Church had the ssme:Tight to'receive from
the American Home Missionary Society that it had to
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H. M. Society, asking that. Board to adopt some rule;

“Aware of thesde faots, and supposing that the ‘Prest|.

give to it, the General Assembly said to that scciety:
Here are some of our poor—freely ye have received,
freely give. The answer “of the Executive Committee.
has been read to this Assembly already. Inm it the so-
ciety reaffirms the so-called doctrine of cooperation.
The Presbyterian Church in gasuming its own Home
‘Missionary work hag ceased to make ‘the American
H. M. Society the exclusive channel of its charities, and
the single organ of its endeavors, That sct, the com-
mittee say, severs the ancient bond and terminates the
former cooperation. Be it so: what follows? Our co-
operation with the Americon Howe Missionary Socie-
ty, ‘consisted of two coordinate factors, which must in
théir nature stand or fall together. We were to share
with that daciety in n reciprocity alike of gifts and re-
ceipts. We were to render because we could receive,
and to receive’ because we had rendered; sowing and
reaping, watering and being watered, that was to be -
thé law of love and interchange so long aswe continued.
together. If, thien, the action of the General As-
sembly-establishing & Home Missionary Bosrd for its
own uses had been, as it was not, a violation, of their
previous compact with the American Society, and if
there had been just causes, as there were not, for de-
é&laring the cooperation null and ended, the act of the
society so deciding, should have included both the ele-
ments in which cooperation consists. The American
Home Missionary Society should have said to 2ll our
chuorches, ‘cgoperation is at an end, bring neither
Your gifts nor your needs any more. - Your Assembly
has ruptured the ancient compact, so that you have no
lohger a right to our charities, nor.we to your contri-
butions, But the society has made no such decision.
When our wealthy churches approach their exchequer’
to cast in their gifts, they are as welcome a8 if coope-
ration were in full force as of old. It is only when
our needy ones draw near—only when having dis-
charged the duties ‘of cooperstion and put thousands
into thieir treasury—we ask for its benefits, imploring
s pittunce of what is our own, that we are reminded of
the consequences that ensue,from cooperation con-
claded. By mutunal assent, cooperation has ceased,
say the Executive Committee, and the effect is, that
the Presbyterian Churches may give but not receive,
the Home Missionary Society may receive but not give. ~
Thus by » skilful adjustmentof the penalty in question,
it is brought about that the Presbyterian Church shall
lose much and gain nothing, and the aforesaid sociery
gain much and lose nothing. Protestiig against such
a decision, our churches can yet endure it. By it we
are deprived of much money, it is true. But there are
instances in the history of the world where to lose
is to gain, a3 there are others it may be remembered,
where to gain is to lose. )

The answer ‘of the BxeMutive Committee to which we
have Yeferred is doubtless authoritative and final.
No part of the funds or revenues that flow down the
declivity into their exchequer will ever reverse its
course and return to us. Our only resort, thevefore,
and’only safeguard for the future must be in wise and
timely forecast. Qur churches must be informed, and
that at once as to the certain consequences of casting
their gifts into that treasury. The hopper will gladly
receive the grain, but the mill stone will be sure to re-
turn no bread. JFuarther than this, there are greas
pumbers of gur people who have laid by in their deeds
and wills, large bequests to that society, with the ex-
pectation of bepefit to acerue in coming time to our
own churches. -The General Assembly owes it to these
benefactors, and to the eause which they would foster.

‘| to disabuse them of their great delusion, and let them

know that every dellar distributed by their executors
to the American Home Misgionary Society, is a dol-
lar alienated forever from the uses of the Presbyterian
church. =

, The report of the Permanent Committee and the
meémorial of the Presbytery of Scieta lay great stress
upon the question of employing missionaries at large,
or as they are styled in these documents, Presbyterial
missionaries. And it is only natural, and a thing
to be expected, that pastors, and Presbyleries, and
sessions, whose field iz on the frontier, and around
them the eternal desolations, should earnestly desire a
force of moveable ministers whe can be sent at their
suggestion to help an enfeebled brother, or fill & de-
serted pulpit, or explore an unknown wilderness, or
discharge any other occasional and desultery service
which in their judgment the cause of Christ may de-
mand. But thig ig obviously a sabject on which the
Permanent Committee must he allowed to exercise a

1 large disoretion, and advance slowly, acquiring Iight

in the only safe or possiblé Wiy, by the lessons of an
experience which, however tardy it may seem to our-
impatience, is yet our only reliable guide in the pre-
mises. ‘ ‘ .

In no part of the Home Missionary work is there more
danger of waste and unwisdom thau in this. Besides,
we have but just commenced this grand vndertaking,
and have as yet neither men nor money, nor information
enough to justify much of experiment or expansion on
this subordinate, and for the present only secondary
field. Qur first care must be to seize and hold,,and for-
tify and develop the poiuts already in our hands. We
are laying the foundations of many sges and at what-
ever cost of time or money or . patience, we must do
.this first work first, and do it thoroughly and well. . The
Standing Committee have given the most careful and
candid attention to this subject,- hearing and weighing
everything that bas been said on both sides, Andthey
are fully convinced that the Permanent Committee of
this Assembly have adopted the right maxims, and are
ready to do, and in fact are doing all that a wise regard
to the interests concerned can possibly demand.

The work of Home Missions which this Assembly has

| deliberately undertaken to.carry forward to its full

achievement, is on a field,and under a dispensation, and

its ceaseless expansion, and :calls for a continual in-
crease of zeal, and sacrifice and labor. If our graces -
unfold, and they must unfold or perish—it is that they
| may possess a larger area, and illumine an ampler
field in the kingdom of our- Lord. Or if our field enlarges,
and our limits expand, it is that our graces may bave
a broader scope, and our religion & more perfect de-
velopment. God has set upon our Home Missionary
enterprise during. this first year of its bistory, the
three most convincing séals of his approbation, and the
thre¢ most certain marks of his assistance.  These
have been, first, onr great trial at the commencement.
(2.) Our great successes at the end, and (3.) the mighty
field that opens upon us for the future. Kansas, Co-
lorado, Nevada, yes, and on the other side of the
mountains, California as well—this whole empire—the .
destined site of a rich, populous and Christian people
—the Head of the Church offers this entire realm to
his advancing children.. 'And the mostimportant ques-
tion which this General Assembly has to discuss or de-
cide at its present sitting, is; whether it will march at
the head of its own Presbyterian hosts and go up and
take possession of this goodly land.’ i

The work of Home Missions is of necessity a divided
and two-fold work, DPart of it is to be performed on
the neglected and needy field; part of it in the hearts
of our people at home. To diffuse intelligence, to
awaken zeal, to arouse, and inspire, and organize the
whole Church, filling it with- the Spirit of Christ the
Master, thus to get ready the sacramental host for
its appointed achievement in this outer field, the Ge-
neral Assembly must- give atiéntion to this primal
work in the Church at home, or it can never accom-
plish that derivative task that waits and beckons on to
the field witheut. Nothing is 86 much needed in our
communion at this moment as & general baptism of the
Spirit of Ged. . If the fire of devotion could be rekind-
led in all our tents, and among all our tribes, we have .
men enough, we have money enough, we have means
enough of every kind to arize and take possession of
this broad middle zone that belts the continent, and
covering it with our churches from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, make it a grand Presbyterian galaxy—n
quedily girdle on the bride of Christ. In view of the
considerations presented to them in the report and
memorial already named, the Committee recommend
to the Genéral Assembly, therefore, the adoption
of the following resolutions: . .

1. Of devour thanksgiving to God for all the en-
conraging omens by which he hias been pleased to ac-
knowledge and assist the chuie of Home Missions in
our Church during this first dnd most trying year of
its history. o

2. Of entire confidence in the judgment, zeal, and
fidelity of the Permanent Committee in their adminis-
tration thus fur: with tbe desire and expectation that
they %ill in the futare conduct the difficult and re-
sponsible work which .they have. in haud upon the
sume just principles and according to the same impar-
tial rules as hitherto, T )

_ 8. That this'General Assembly, recognising the neces-
sity and._duty of immediate enlargement in the Howe
Missionary work, earnestly exhorts all its associntes,
the Synods, the Presbyteries, the Churches, the pastors,
the children to co-operate with' jts Comunittee with zeal,
purpose nnd liberality egual to the exigencies of cur po-
sition, and to our high culliog in the kingdom of God.

4. This Genersl Assembly would mpst earnestly re~
commend to all members of our evmmunion, who have
made bequests in their Wills to Lbe cause of Home
Missions, or who contemplate such acts, to provide with
especisl oare that their .benefuctions shall reach the
church for which they were intended.

. 8. That Jonathan F. Stenrns, D. D., Henry Darling,
D. D., Rev. Charles S. Robinson. the Hon. Jrseph Alfi
son, Dr. Alfred C. Post, be hereby re-elected: to the
places made vacant by the expiratiyn of their term.

All of which is respectfully submittel.

: Signed; W. Clarke, A. 'I'. Norton, T. Bird, A. Duncan,
D. Clark, D. M. Moere, B. Searrits, T, Kingrley, W.C.
Hart, W. D. Moore, A. J. Dallas, Standing Committes.

The repurt of the committee. was accepted,

* A motion bsing made for its.adoption,

Rev: Dr. Kendull' made 4 few remarks in sxplana.

Coniinued on Fourth Puge.

in & period of our nationgl history which necessitates



