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THURSDAY, MAY 22, 1862.

JOHN W. MEARS, - - - Editor

CORRESPONDENCE IN THE ASSEMBLY.

———
CinoINNATI, May 16, 1862,
Brother Mears ;—The Assembly has just
closed the second day of its sessions. I forward
you a hasty resume of its proceedings so far.
Rev. Dr. Condit's opening sermon was deliver-
. ed in the presence of a large andience, including
many. citizens, The Text was Act xvii. 2,3.
The gist of the theme was in the phrase, ‘“rea-
soned with them out of the Soriptures,” which
furnished ¢ Biblical Preaching” for a topic.
The discourse was one of practioal excellence.
It had the ring of times when the highest art

of preaching consisted in a skilful application of

soriptural authority in imparting impressiveness
to positions, and in making them felt as real

truths, and when it wss not regarded as neces-
gary to make the subsidiary testimony of reason
and soience so prominent that it finally comes to

be regarded as the test of true interpretation.
The preacher spoke of the distinction between

reasoning out of the Seriptures, and reasoning
our human opinions irfe them, and showed, un-

_-der several distinet heady;.that divine anction
being assumed, this reasoning out of the Serip-
tures is the great power of the pulpit. It was

the preaching of Apostolic days, in the hands of
men like Luther and Calvin it was the lever of
the Reformation } and it made the strength of

preaching for the wondrous spiritual accomplish-
ments of the seventeenth century, when such
men as Baxter and Howe, like Paul, knew no-
thing but Ohrist and Him crucified.

Dy, Condit’s preaching has few accessories of
manner, His countenance is calm and indica-
tive of evenness of both mind and temperament.
His stature ismedium, and his outward appear-
ance pleasant, but not impressive. His voice is
not adapted to give the matter of preaching any
more force than what properly belongs to it.
Yot he is impressive, and his audience was evi-
dently impressed, and that deeply. It was be-
cause every thought was worth- the attention
which it elaimed ; every sentence was unartistic,
and every word well spoken. Ihope the sernion
will be published,

How strange that real incongruities are some-
times an unavoidable necesgity! Here was a ser-
mon, preached on an cccasion eminently fitting,
the whole burden of which was to show that,
under conditions already named, the highest
power of gospel preaching isfound in preaching out
of the Scriptures, and yet the sermon itself was
5 mere essay on preaching, not illustrating its
own theme in its substance. "And yet it could
not. in any other way have met the requirements
of the case. It belonged more to the profes-
soral chair than to the pulpit. Yet even this
fact was not felt as any abatement of its fitness
for the ccousion. Thus it illustrated the impos-
sibility of avoiding exceeptions to the best rules.

The daily reports have, I suppose, informed
you of the election of the venerable Dr. Duffield
ag Moderdtor, Dr., Joel Parker was also in nomi-
nation, and received a oreditable amount of sup-
port—some 60 or 70 votes. There were, how-
ever, reasons readily sugpesting themselves to
those familiar with the history of former days,

- which could not fail to secure to Dr. Duffield an
easy election, Many who voted for him would, un-
derother circumstances, have cheerfully seized the
oooasion for testifying the esteem in which they
hold Dr, P. ,

The Assembly also paid a deserved compli-
ment to our Brother Darling, by unanimously |,
and heartily declining to receive his proffered
resignation of the office of Permanent Clerk.
Dr. Darling forwarded his resignation, only in
view of the fact that his feeble health forbade his
attendance on the present sessions. As it is not
long sinoe he was obliged to absent himself from
an Assembly for the same reason, he probably
feared that a second excuse of the kind might be
folt by the body as a strain upon its patience.
The Assembly tock a dfferent view of the matter.
On learning that his health appears to be im-
proving, and that there is a good hope of its
restoration, they did as mentioned above, accom-
panying the vote with expressions of much per-
sonal regard, and of their sense of the value of
hisservices, Mr, Sterling, of our Synod, takes
his place for the present sessions.

On Thursday evening a meeting for prayer in
view of the present state of the country, was held’
in the large lecture room of the church, which
was dénsely filled. The meeting was led by Dr.
Parker, who, in the course of his remarks, refer-
red to the evident Divine guidanee of the mind
of President Linaoln, securing from the whole

“loya) part of the country a perfect confidence in
him as our leader through present perils, as one
cause for devout thankigiving, and one encour--
agement for continued prayer for our Rulers.
Tl:e Christian character of many commanders

- in our Army and Navy was referred toin similar
~ terms. The Dr. spoke of the probable speedy
termination of the war, and the return among us

of hundreds of thousands of soldiers, who, if
things took their usual course, might seatter vices
about their homes most destructive to religion.

This, he said, was the real crisis of the hour. The
wants of the hour were gubsiding before the want
of o universal revival of religion. Pray to God
to make our Chaplains faithful, and to help
them, Pray for the conversion of soldiers, and
pray that when they return, they may fall into
scones of solemn revival. Brethren Dulles and
Eva, of Philadelphia, were among those who took
part in the exeroises.

The proceedings of this day (Friday) have
been chiefly such as put the Assembly in work-
ing order. Standing Committees have been an-
nounced, times dseignated for several orders of
business, and reports heard from two of the Per-
manent Committees—those on. Publication and
Education. The former exhibited a _greater

amount of efficient labor than could have been

expected under the ‘serious embarrassments aris-
ing from the delay of the pecuniary outfit which
has so long existed in prommissory resolutions.
SBeveral new publications have been added to the
list of the Commitiee’s issues, and important re-
trenchments in expenses carried out.

- Philadelphia was appointed a8 the place of

‘meeting for the next Assembly. A Special Com-
miittee, consisting of Drs. Beman and Thompson,

Rev. Mr. Aikman and Elders Booth and Rey-

nolds, was appointed to-prepare a paper on the

state of the country. The feehng on tlns snb;eot.
is unquestionably sound and unanimous. _

At the close of the day’s session the Moderator
announced that there were already in attendance
207 members, 93 of whom were Elders, making,
it is believed, the largest turn-out of the latter
element which has been witnessed since the divi-

sion. The Assembly is jpdeed, at this moment,
a noble spectable. I have never witnessed one

gince 1836 so numerous, and never one so im-
' Its members

posing in its general appearance.
are chiefly at or beyond what we call the middle
age of life. Three Ex-Moderators (Beman,
Dickinson and Thompson,) are in attendance, and
two others are present as spectators. Dr. Beman,
on the question between Philadelphia and Brook-
lyn as the place of the next meeting, said : “Let

between 1837 and now.”
year comes up to the present it will do-all your
eyes good. I did not mean a pun when I wrote
the last sentence, but it now seems to me that we
have at least one brother there to whom it will
be “a sight for sair e’en.”-
More as it'transpires.

THIRD.

. May 17.

Brother Moars: :—The Assembly, as usual on
Saturdays, held only & morning session.
I write, most of the brethren are off to the Semi-
nary, having, I presume a good time generally..

The devotional exercises this morning were
deeply interesting—I think more so than I ever
before witnessed in such a meeting. P The time
wag prolonged to one hour. The exhortations
came out of full hea.rts, and the supphoatmne
were many and tender. All was voluntary—that
is, no one waited to be called out. I saw several
old ‘men in tears;as thought sweptalong the past
to the years of the right hand of the Most High.
Dr. Hatfield prayed affectionately for the Assem-
bly at Columbus; as brethren, imploring on their
behalf peace, prosperity, and the Divine unction.
Would it not be glorious if Ishould be allowed to
write you next week, that God is coming down in;
power into our meetings; still moreglonous if it
m1ght be the inauguration’ of a higher spiritual
tone in our Assemblies! Plnladelphls might

year. There was a time when the expectation of
of the presence of the Assembly created more of
dread than hope, but that time is passed—may

be with the men gathered in his name, and those
with whom He goes are ever sure to bring joy
with them.

The business of this morning was only the or-
dinary routine—chiefly thereading and referring
of the reports of the Church Erection and Home
Mission Committees. Both exhibited a state of
prosperity. The latter, on acceunt of the new-
ness of its organization, excited great interest,
and the efficiency of the eperatlons of the year,
produced real surprise. ’

nounced that 210 commissioners are now in at-

commissioners lacks only siz of being full. Is
there any former Assembly of this.or any other.
Church of which this can be said? We are re-
joicing over it, notwithstanding it makes our
prospeots from the Commissioners’ Fund “darkly
dubious. The Mileage Committee will work hard

well settled that, with this unexpected number
of claimants, we shall be on short allowance for
our means of getting back.

au-invitation to take an excursion to Oxford, on
Wednesday next, to witness the opening services
of new buildings for the Female College—in
other words, to have a nice time amongthe young
adies. Some one will probably be on hand to
tell you whatever of interest trenspues, but it
will not be this correspondent.

person familiar with our raodes of doing business,
and the details of our organization. I notice the
same thing in the reports of the proceedings at
Columbus, from papers of that city. They are
even worse sufferers than ourselves in blunders
over names, as for example—Barkers for Backus,
and gometimes Gleorge Grunkin, and sometimes
George Jenkins, for the hero of orthodoxy in
1836.

That Assembly seems to have been smarter
than ours " in reaching the speechifying stage.
We have had as yet absolutely nothing in that
line, and except, as we judge from the known

who are tomount the platform, or whether we
hear from the Committes on Bills and Overtures.

Lawrenee.and Ogdensbui‘gh'Presbytenes, hunt-

s

wlneh I presume we shall hear- sometlnng A

cussion, on the second day, over the report of a
Committee on the revision, of the Book of Dis-

in progress when the reporter made up his report-
for the evening. In that Assembly Dr. Schenck -

majority over Dr. ‘Nevin.
test of . the relative strength of the semper idem
and the progressive parties in that Church, (for

waiting of patience is not yet over.
us anything of them7

Union.
patriotic effort. I should love to hear him, but
1 miss many a good thing because of my dread
of a crowd. The Doetor is to be regularly lion-

duce citizens personally to him, &e., &c., ap-
pointed. It is a well deserved honor All Cin-
cinnati will be out, and nota few of ¢ the. rest of
mankind.” » ‘THIRD.

-
-

i
——

Trae FArrFIELp Housg, advertised in another
column, is situated in one of the quiet, beautiful

two hours’ rida. by railway from New York The
house is commodious and convenient, and has
hitherto been the resort of Southern travellers,
who have admired its comforts and accommoda-,

in summer, seek the sea-shore.

us go to Philadelphia, a.nd show the difference .
If the meeting of next

hile
While that this Jesus, whom I preaoh unto. you, is

then look with new desire for its coming next’

we not devoutly hope forever passed? God will

At the close of the session the Modera.bor an

tendance, and that the compliment of ministerial

over the problem, but it is regarded ad pretty

The Assembly, this mermng, voted -to accept:

I suppose you get daily regorts of the proeeed- ’
ings from the Cincinnati papers. They are not.
so good as they would be if prepared by some:

proohvxtles of men, we arein profound ignorance -

are to have anything which aspires to the dignity .
of aspeech. We shall know better when we .

I noticed our good brother Beckwith, the Mes- -
genger from the Union Convention of the 8t. |

ing them up with ' a handfal of papers, from A

Columbus account tells us of' an ammated dis-
cipline, and a speech from Dr. Breckinridge was

has been aleoted Permanent Clerk, by. a ‘small
If that election is a

such parties really exist there,) it will bring to. .
some hearts the heavy conviction that the long i

By the way, whaf of the General Assembly at
Memphis? ‘Weé are all in darkness; canyou tell '

Dr. R. J. Breckinridge is to speak here, in:_v
the Opera House, next Tucsday evening, for the”
I doubt not it will be s =plendid and .

ized. There has been a meeting of the citizens, -
and a Committee to meet him at the depot, a
Committee of Reception, a Committee to intro- -

Connecticut villages direetly on the Sound, about -

tions, It is worthy the ettentxon of those who
’ : L?Dxe of Col

RIAN CHUROH.

FIRST DAY.

- Taurspay, May 15.

TaE General. Asserebly of the Presbyterian
Church met this forencon in the Second Presby-
terian church (Dr. Thompson’s), on Fourth
street. .

There were twenty—one Synods represented as
follows :— Albany, Utica, Geneva, Onondaga,
Susquehanna, Genesses, New York, Pennsylva-

gserve, Ohio, Cincinnati, Indians, Wabosh Tik-
nois, Peoria, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, and
Missouri.

There were present 104 Ministers and 86 EL
ders. This number w1ll probebly be mereased
by new arrivals.

The sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr.
Condit, the retiring Moderator, from Aubu‘rn,
N.Y., who took for his text Aots xvii, 2d and
3d verses. .

e« And’ Paul, as his ‘manner was, went in unto

| them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with
‘| them out of the Seriptures ; .

% Opening and allegmg that Ohrist must needs
have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and

Chnst »?

' He commenced his discourse by saymg that it
was a fact beyond dispute, that the pulprt and
the Church are inseparable; that they are so
closely and intimataly connected, that the one can
hardly be said to exist without the other. Life
in one gives life to the other, and power and

influence to support. the other.
tuted by the same author, and consequently can-
not be disunited. Some see symptoms of a wan-
ing in the success of the Church ;. there is creep-
ing into its institutions a spirit of indifference,
which is pecu.harly pamful to those whose whole
delight is in the success and well being of the

of a pecullar spirit of accommodation which has
of late insinvated itself. into the pulpit, entn‘ely
displacing the biblical element which forms the
vital and fundamental principle of their exist-
tence. Paul’s method of preaohing was reasoning

| from the Seriptures; and that is the only true

-ind consistent biblical preaeluno we can have;
Having thus forcibly introduced the subject of

his discourse, he proceeded to remark that, -
Firstly. The Bible in the pulpit is the direct

source of blessing from God ; and the term the

| “Bible in the pulpit” means, proving the divin-

ity of Christ from-its sacred pages; not the in-
troduction of petty arguments on some slight and
unimportant technicalities. - But reasoning foun-
ded’on -sacred truths, which is' the ‘only thing
God uses to bring men’s hearts in subgeetlon o
his will."

Secondly. Biblical preachmcr is mvested w1th
Divine authority, and it is the divinity of its.au-
thority which .gives ‘it the power which is so

it. . . :
~Thirdly. Thorough biblical preaching will pro-
.duce complete unity in the church, a unity of
faith and of works; without it we get works with-
out’ faith; and at others faith without  works,

should be a complete union of both. ,

Fourthly. Biblical preaching produces the
highest development of power, both spiritual and
intellectual, in the minister himself. The man-

denounces its threatenings, demonstrates unmis-
takably whether or not he is a biblical preacher.

T'he history of the pulpit in all ages and in
every era, has proved beyond the power of so-

secret of its success. Tt is not sentrmentn.hty
which is now required in the pulpit; it is not
the faculty of clothing the precepts of the sacred
volume in attractive and alluring eblors; but it
is nothing but the old sound Bible trut;hs that
are wanted. The truths which produced the
Reformation, 'which taught Martin Luther and

| supported the Pilgrim Fathers in their trials, and
which will still continue to make the Church in- |-

 crease, and gather to herself glory unhl the end
of time.

The service was then concluded by prayer, and
_adjourned until afternoon.

) AFTERNOON SESSION.

The afternoon session was opened with prayer
by Rev.-Mason Noble; of Washington City.

“The following is thie roll of the General As
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, in the Uni-
ted Statés of America, convened at Cmemnetl
Ohio, Thursday, May 15,1862: . -

 OFFICERS. o

Rev. Dr. George Duffield, Moderator s

Rev. Bdwin F. Hatfield, D.D., Stated Clerk.

‘Rev. W1ll1am Sterhng, Permanent Clerk.,

Rev. ¥.F. Ellinwood, and Hon, William H.

Brown, Temporary Clerks. o e
SymclofA]bany i
PRESBYTERY,: . MINISTERS. ‘ELDERS. . -
Champlain, ‘Jolm H. Stone, :
Troy, J. H. Noble,
Nat S. 8. Bema.n,DD LLD,
Albany, Stephen Bush, .
Colum| le,
Cotsklll e Samuel Loonns, Jolm Nlles.
o Synocl of Utwa ’
St. Lawrence; B. B. Beckwith,
Watertown,, ' Peter Snyder, - ‘Lewis Stevens.
Oswego, - Thomas A.Weed, Samuel Smith,
Ut.res, S. W. Brace, . Russel Mather. .
R ~Jon. B. Hubl)ard David K. Buits.
. M. Miller Gray.
v Synod of G'eneva
Greneva, : '.l‘xm M. Hopkins, -
: B. M. Goldslmth GWBrunda e,M])
Bath, D, D. Gregory, Jas. H.-Heé
Chemung, - -A.W.Cowles, ' D Robert Wilson. . -
| Uticay : David Torrey, H. 8. Walbridge. .
Pennsylvama, J: P. Calkins, Enoch Blackwell.
Lyons, - LewisM. Shepard AlbertF ‘Cressy,
. Synod of Onondaga. N
Onondaga Hon..J. S. Spencer.
C:yodzga,ga, C. Hawley, D.D; Ira Harmlton, MD.
Geo. W. Worner, Owen Hughes. .
Cortland Wlutmore.ﬂ
Tioga, Sam H. Hall
, Synod of Susqwehanna. .
Otsego, - Sam’l, J. White, Benj. Jacobson
Clrengadgo, Alfred Ketchem Tho. Gale.
Delaware, P. Bsssttt, M D
o &;nod of Genesee. '
ST © ¢ -John Otto.
Boffiloy” - gred. vaFFllmt, G W.Tew.
Ontario €0, olsom; Ephraim Cone,” . -
Rxdchestler, J B. Shaw, DD’,C R. Adams,
- RE %l(hnwood lslarr]y A_l%en, ‘M.D.
E.'N. Manle tephen [ves :
gemgarnesoe, Joshua Oookle’, James Wells, -
Geneseo Val’y,E W. Stoddard, Wm. F. Wheeler
Synod of Pennsylvania.
on, ~Wm. Aikman, . John C. Clark.
dol'a, B, B. Hotchkin, Isaac Ashmead.
brd Ph.).ﬁ ™ T. S. Johuston, Alex. Whildin.

R T.E R. Byington, M.D: "
4th Phiadel's, Wm 0. T, g:;;om’T Thencharl. -
lne,

Harrisbur Wm Sterhng, " John B. Hall.

Mason ,oble, s

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTE-

nia, West Pennsylvania, Michigan, Western Re- | Brie

strength in the one necessarily communicate their-
They are insti-:

Church; and this, ] he believes'to be the result

irresistible and ovérpowering to all that opposes.

whereas, it is an essential necessity that there*

ver in ‘which the preacher pictures the. allure-:
ments of the Bible, and portrays its promises, or.|

phistry to refute, that the Bible has been the:

Cheever, and. J. E. Carey.

| E. Scofield.
*kin, and Isasc G. Brush. . . -

18 Gallaher

RS 3N '»

Synod of New I rk and New Jersey
Hudson, H.F, Wadsworth ‘G W. Seward.
North River, Elisha'G. Gobb,” B. J. Van Keuren,
Long Island, = Ed. Stratton, " J. §. Skidmore,
New York 3rd,D M. Seward, : . 'Wm. A. Booth,

Ed. F. lIatﬁeld Daniel H. Smith.
S, W. Crlttenden, James W. Bisho

_N Y. Fourth, Joel Parker, DD, §, M. Blatchford)

" Jobn Spaulding ! Athert N. Morgan.

Brooklyn,  J.W.McLaneDD E. A. Lambert.
Newark,: C.M.Nichols, DD'S. G. Gould, .
J.P.Wilson, D D, Seth Magie.
‘Rockaway, - "'NathanLerghton,.T J. Fltzgerald
Montrose, . Adams, ~ Richard L. Seely.
Israel Brundage -Simeon B. Chase.
Synod of West Pennsylvanio.,
“Joseph Vance,” Harmon Enslgn
Meadvﬂle, Rob't C, Allison,
Pittsburg, J..F.Read, M. D W. C. Angenbaugh
. - SZWOd of Mwhzgan :
Detrmt, G. Duffield, D.D, Horace Hallock.
Monroe E. J, Bo d
Marshaﬁ W. A, Mcdorkle ‘Lewig Keeler. .
Weshtenaw, Benj. Russell, . Alva Pratt. -
Kalamazoo, Norman Kello R ,
Coldwater, J. A. Ramsey, W MeMechan. o
Saginaw David H. Ta.ylor, Horace Rood.’
Gr. R1v l’all’y, Louis Mills, ™ -
Lake Superior, Cicero B.Stevens, J. €. Larimore. -
Synod of Western Reserve. '
Grand River, D Witter, Erastus Ohester
Portage, Eliag C é
Huzon, F. L, Rossrter, L. Galpin M.D.
Trombull, - Wm. C. Clark, Erastus Vl}alco
Cleveland, - 8.C. Aiken, DD, . S Slosson
IsaeoE Bru
Elyria, AR, Clark
Maumeey Perry C. Baldwxp,
Synod of O '
Athens, ‘Archibald 8.Reid J oel Dunmg.
Petaskale " Aaron 'Swift,
Fra,nkhn, Thos. d. Downey, Benoni Dickman.
Scioto; . T. 8. Reeve; - Robert Wood.
: Synod of Cincinmati. -
Cincinnati, - RevDrThompson F. B. Chemberlam.
John E.Chandler Ed, D.-Mansfield.
Dayton, . W. M. Cheever, .
He.mxlton, 4. P. E. Kumler, Stephen 'Whltook.
- Sgnod of Indiana.
Selem, - H.'W. Ballantine, Olly Owen, '
Madison, |- - Jobn Gerish, -  James Lamb, MD
Indiang) ohs, Isane Delamater, J. L. Ketchum.

Green astle, H;L chkerson, CharlesE Knapp.

Synod of Wabash.
Crawfordswlle JThomas Gnlﬁths P.T. McKmney

St. Joseph,™ ‘Ed. Scofield, - ™A, J, Westnorth. .
Logansport, = F. 8. M¢Cabe, - J, G Reynoldl ’
Fort Wayne, H. T. _Cheadle, - Hon. J. L. Knight.
, Synod of Ilnos. o
Illmms, W. G. Gallagher, S. W. Ramells.
Schuyler, Wm. Herritt, - v
Wabash, JohnC. Gempbell J. M. Culbertson.
Alton, Chas H. Foote,. Ebenezer Cheney.
o Synod of Peom '

Ottawa,
Knoz, W McKarg, o
Galena, - Aratus Kent, ~ - Thomas Wilgon,
Chieago,. G. L. Little, .= N. 8. Bouton.

‘B. chkmson,DD Hon W. H. Brown,
Belvidere,
Bloommgf,on, H. H. Eellogg, - Davrd Brxer.

- Synod of Wisconsin. ‘
Mrlwe.ukee, Jos. 8. Lord, : :
Fox River, John B. Preston, W'ilson Holl;,
Columbus, Tim'y Wﬂlxsr.on, John Phillips.

’ © .- Synod of Iowa
Des Moxnes, E. M. D1mm1ok
Towa City, . George D. YoungS I:[. Rogers
Keokuk, * Isaac E. Car ‘ :
Dubuque, . ‘Chas. R. French, Rlehard Elder, -
1 Iowa Va,lley,

Chariton, -

. k Synocl of Minnesota. -~
Dakota, , - 8.R. Biggs, J..B. Bermlle,
Minresota, G. H. Bond,

. Wmona, Cd. W, Haneock, C.L T Snnth
-~ Synod of Mwsoun
St. Louis, - - 8. H. Hyde, Jas: Patterson
Nor® nMxesoum Thos. Hc .['etlow,
Kansas; Wm. H. Smith, ,
. Synod of Calz,ﬁ;muz

San Francisco, . . .
Sierra Nevada, oy 3
Ban Jose. -+ -t

" After the calling of the toll, the Assembly
proceeded to the election of a Moderator, with the
following result:

Rev. Dr. George Doﬁeld of ])etrort 118
votes; Rev. Dr. Joel Parker, of New York 65
Jates.

Dr. Duffield being deolared elected; took the
chair, and in’a short address returned his thanks

[

| to the Assémbly for_the honer. ‘conferred upon

him, and expressed his wish to oo-opera.te harmo-
niously with it in all business. :

. The election of temporary. Clerks bemg hext
in order, the followmor named gentlemen - were
voted for, and received the number of vot,es at—-
tached to thejr names : - **

Hon. William H. Brown recewed 107 votes,

Rev. F. F. Ellinwood” . % 04 «
George W. Warner ’_(59 “
James B. ShaW,DD w68

. Clark . “ 10 .

Messrs. Brown and Ellenwood being elected
entered upon ‘the dxscharge of ‘their duties. -

The hours for the Session were fixed upon as
follows : From' nine to' halfpast twelve A. M.,

: and from'three to half-past five P.M,

‘The ‘Stated Clerk read the order of busmess
for the Assembly; ‘also, the rules and’ regula-
txons all of which were agreed to. i

Closed with prayer by the Moderator. .

. SECOND DAY

FBIDAY, May 16
The Assembly met, at 9 o’clock, and :the first
balf hour was spentin devotional exercises.

and approved

Eleven Commissioners - appeared and their
names were. ‘added to the roll.

The’ Moderator announeed the followmg com-

i mlttees

Jndlew.l Gommrttee—-l\ixmsters N S S. Be-
man, D.D, -LL.D.; B. Dickinson, D.D.; 8. €:

| Aiken, D.D., and N: Kellog. " Elders : Hon H..

8. Walbndge, 5. B Blatohford and Hon -John
L. Kunight. -
Committee on Bills and Overtnres——Mlmste
J. Parker, D.D.; W. C. ‘Clark, P, Snyder, and
James F. Read. Elders: Hon. I. 8. Spencer,

'R. L. Seeley, -and James Lamb, M, D.

Comxmttee on _Polity of . the Church-—Mmm—
ters :. B. F. Hatfield, D:D: ; J- A Raney; W. M.
Elders :-A. Whill-
din, W.-C. ‘Aughinbaugh, and W. 8. Boughton.
Gommrtbee on Foreign Missions—J. P, Wil-
son, D.D: ; H S. Osborne,W A MoCorkle, and

‘G. H. Pond Elders: H. Allen, MD Lewm

Keeler, and D. Brxa.r. ;': v
Committee on Church Extensxou—mesters

_ | J. B. Shaw,.D.D: ;. C. M.~ Nichols, D.D.; Eras-

mus J. Boyd; and Aratus Kent. - Elders: Hou."
J; Niles, L. A. Parkes; and F..8. Slossonl M.D.
Committee on Edueatxon——mesters Charles
Hawley, 0.D.; J. Spaldlng,;A ‘W. Cowles, D
D.; and Ansel C Clark. " Elders : W A Booth

.H. Halleek, and B. D. ‘Mansfield. =

Colmittes on Pubhcatmns—-—-MJmsters J W
McLane, DD s H. H. Kellogg, J. H. Noble and [
Elders.I Ashmead, J. H. Hotch-

Committee : on: Ne.n'atlve-——mestere I. H.,

' Hall, D.D.; W. T. Eva, T.-F. Reeve,.and Wm.-

Elders J W"‘B

ter, and G- Bassett. : o
Committee on Leave of Absen e——~M1‘

xshop, E Ches-

T. M Hopkms, B B. Hotehl:m’,’J Vl;,nce2

1T Wllhston

| For Philadelphia - -~ ¢ .. -
{ For Brooklyn L
| For Indianapolis - - ..

The minutes of the day prekus were read ,

Elders: G. W Seward, L. Haxml—
ton, M, D; and Richard. Edwards ;

Commlttee ou Devotional Exeroreee—-M L.
Thompson, D.D.; G. W. Warner, C. H. Foobe
and T. H, Fallon Elders: R. Bymgton, M L
Bmith, and J. Otto.

Committee on Miléage—Elders : Hon. E A
Lambert T. B. Chamberlain. and G-. W. Brun-
dage. :

were also appointed.

-Portions of the general rules wlnch govern the
Assembly were then read. .

The. Treasurer’s report was then. read whlch
ghowed the funds of the Assembly to-bein a sa-

| tisfactory condition, and was referred for exami-

nation to-a committee of two ; the gentlemen ap-
pointed to said committee bemg Eon L. 8. Speu—
cer and Albert M. Brown.

After a recess of fifteen minutes, the orders of
the day for Saturday and Monday were' decided

{on, and the Assembly proceeded to select the lo-

cation of the next General Assembly.
TInvitations .were ~ received  from the First
Church of Philadelphia, the Lafayette avenue
| church, Brooklyn, N. Y., and the Fourth church,
of Indianapolis. The Assembly decided in favor
"of Philadelphia, the following votes being given:

60
- 13

It was resolved that a.committee.of two be ap-

.- | pointed to nominate a committee to make the

necessary’ arra,ngements the committee to be ap-
pointed by the Assembly.

un’ml the afternoon.
. AFTERNOON SESSION S
“The Asgsembly convened at 3 P. M prayer by
the Rev. Dr. Beman, of Troy.
Minutes of the mormng session were read and

. -approved.

The Moderator announced. that the.next busi-

‘| ness in order would be the receiving.of reports

from delegates appointed by the late General As-

sembly to visit corresponding bodies, and also re-

ports from corresponding bodies. »
‘The Secretary read the report of Horace. Ha-

| ton, delegate to the _Association of New Hamp-
| shire ; also from the delegate to the Presbyterian

-and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin; also

| from J. F. Stearns, from the Greneral Association
| of New Hampshire.

‘These reports were ordered: to be pnnted in

- { the appendix.

“ Rev. Daniel L. Moore from the Free Presby-

| terian Synod, was heard in behalf of reopening

the correspondence betweens that body and the
General Assembly, with a view of closer co-ope-
ration in the work. Mr: Moore asked to be re-

g cognized as a corresponding delegate. He hade

no proposition to make ab. present.-
‘On motion of Dr. Beman, the request was
granted on ' the usual terms with correspondmg

‘| bodies.

Mr. Moore, in reply to a question from & com-

| missioner, stated that the Free Presbyterian Sy-

nod was composed  of four Presbyteries, of fifty
ministers and sdmething over 100 churches. The
territory occupied was Ohio, Western Penusyl-
vania, Illinois and Towa, but chiefly Ohic.

country, and to express the views and feelings of
the Assembly on the present war. ~Adopted.

relative to the Theologrcal Seminaries, was pre-

It gave a brief history of the operations of the
Union Seminary at New York; that at Au-

in a prosperous condition. .

Dr. Mills also'read the sixth annual repori; of
the permanent Committee on Education.

The following - committee was ‘appointed to
make preparations for the meeting of the Gene-

Kendall, Samucl Work and Alex. Whildin.
On motion of Rev. Mr. Eva, the rules on de-

to prayer and other exercises. °

- The Moderator announoed the following gen-
tlemen as' the Committee on Resolutions on the
state of the country, viz: Dr. Beman, Dr. Thomp~

Rev. J. Culbertson Reynolds. .
" The session then closed with prayer,. and t.he
Assembly adjourned to Saturday, at 9 A. M.

turday, to convey members to Lane Seminary, free
Lof ‘oherge, , -

THIRD DAY.

‘ : SarvrpAY, May 17
Mef. at 9 o’clock, with two ‘hurndred and ten
members present
Moderator. The 207th hymn was then sung in -

the 81st. Psalm.: Several members then followed

}in prayer and with remarks.

Business being  then: in order, the mmubes

: | wére read-and approved.

- The Committtee on Commissions presented the

following names of commﬁsxooers who had just

Jarrived: | .

Presbytery of Onondaga. Mgntgomery M.
Wakeman; minister. Presbytery ‘of Schuyler“
John H. Qailin, elder:

Presbytery of San Jose Laurentme Hamrl_
ton, minister.

The first order of the day, the exuhth annual

The report was a lengthy one, prepared in _pam-
phlet torm for the consideration of the members..
After referring to the state of the. country, con- -

sequent; upon civil war ‘andits -effects upon -

church erections, ‘ the report presents in detail
the: dlstnbuu%n and “present - condition ‘of the
fund, which':a$ present " after deduot,mg the ex-
penses of the year, amounts 'to $114,654 45.

“That part of it which is yet unnsed is either
deposrted in bank or is invested in snoh a man-
ner.as to. be perfectly safe, . and eonvertrble ab

duced at average interest of about: six per cent, -
It consists of what has been appropriated by the
| Gieneral - Assembly to the seyeral’ Synods, lmt

1 which ‘has not es yeb been cal]ed for b_y them :

. The usual commrttees on Synodreal Reeords,

116.-

The-report of the Publication Comnnttee was .
then read by the secretary, Rev. J. W. Dalles,.
| and ‘was approved, and the Assembly adjourned

Dr. Beman moved the appointment of a com-
mittee of five on resolutions on the state of the

" The report of the Committee on Eduoetlon,_g'

sented, and read by the Secretary, Rev. Dr. Mills. -

burn, and Lane, Cmemnatl showmg them to be :

| ral Assembly at Philadelphia next spring, viz: .
Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev. T. J. Shepherd, Rev.
| John W. Dulles, and Elders W. J. Crowell,/B.

~ | for the future.

votional exercises were amended so that one hour,
instead of half an hour each morning, be devoted

son, Rev Dr. Aiken, Rev. Horace Rood, and .

Services were held in-the evening, when ‘the '
Rev. Dr. Hawley preached on * Publication.”
“The Rev. Dr. Thompson' announced that om-
,mbuses would be at the church at 23 P. M. Sa-

Opened with prayer by the .

congregat.ron, ‘after which the Moderator read -

report of the Trustees of the Chm'ch Erection |
| Fund, was presented by the President and Sec-
‘retary, Samuel T. Spear and James W. McLane..

once:into cash.. This portion of the fund has pro- ©

and Missouri. The general average of these un-
used apportionments -is only about two thousand
dollars. It is only as this fact is overlooked that
any surprise can be felt in any quarter that a
part of the fund should be in the -hands.of the
Treasurer, when there are feeble churches which
need assistance. The simple question is, whe-
ther each Synod shall have some portion of the
found with which to aid its feeble churches when
they need help, or whether it shall all be appor-
tioned to a few Synods, and in greater sums than
the plan at present allows. . The Board suppose
that each Synod has the nght and will claim a
part of the fund, upon whigh it can draw when-
ever necessity requires it to do this. If so, then
there will generally be some portion. of the fund
in the Treasury unused.  But in this connection
it may be well to state still further; that every
application for help that has come within the
object of the fund, and has been conformed in its
particulars to the requlrements of the plan, has
been granted. ,

“The whole number- of grants made during
the year is‘ twenty-two, of which twelve have
been in loans and ten in donations.- ‘The whole-
number of grants made from the ben'mmng is
182. - The whole amount granted is $64,471.
The whole amount of loans is $54,766, and that
of donation is' $9,975. . The General average of
the former is $424, and that of the latter $188.
In some cases the character of a grant has been
changed, at the earnest solicitation of the parties,
and with the approbation of the Synodical Com-
mittee, from a donation to a loan, and vice versa.
| The tendency for the last two years has been in
the direction of donations, and the general aver-
age in that line of grants has increased in
| amount. The Assembly’s plan allows only one-
' fourth of the amount appropriated to any Synod
to.be granted in donations. That limit has not
been exceeded, except in one ease, where confor-
mity to the rule would have-obliged the Board to
make a fractional grant, which they have never
made in any case. In this practice they have
been uniformly sustained by Assembly from year
to year, :

B Sxxty-four per cent. of the. fund bas helped:
to secure more than four hundred and seventy-
two thousand dollars’ worth of church property.
It will also be seen that the fund bas thus far
| been used for the end for which it was designed
by those who established it, The size and cost
‘of the houses of worship erected, showvery
clearly that, in most cases at least, the clhiurches
that have been assisted from the fund, are “feeble
congregations,” and the help thus afforded them
met a want which could not otherwise have been
supplied. Another fact of great interest in this
conpection may be stated, that these churches
| have not been left with a debt resting upon them,-
to embarrass their efforts and to crush their spi-
rit. "The plan of the .fund requires that the
churches aided from it shall own their property
in fee, and be free from debt, and thus secures a
miost desirable end.”

The second order of the day was the report of
the Standing -Committee on Home Mlssmns,
which was read by the Secretary, thé Rev. Dr.
Kendall. The report shows that though-the’
year Bas been one of ¢ivil war, and consequent
financial embarrassment and pecuniary pressure,
it has not been without its encouragements. Dur-
|ing the process of organization, and on ceasing
to act through the American Home Missionary
Society, it was to be expected that some would
not see the necessity of the new and independent
movement, and would continue to make use of
he Society th rough which they had previously
] acted. . But such cases were much less than was
anticipated. There has been a very general ac-
quiescence in the wisdom' of the act of the last
General Assembly, which, by a unanimous vote,
constituted the committee of Home missions.

The committee are greatly encouraged in their
work, and the successful beginning promises well
If all the churches unite in this
good work, as they doubtless will, the enterprise
of the Assembly s committee will soon make the
wilderness and the solitary places glad.

The sum of nearly twenty thousand dollarshas
béen paid to Home Missionaries during the year.

" The reports were then referred to proper com-
mitteés for consideration.’

The consideration of the report of the Gom—
mittee on Preshyterian House was postponed
The Mileage Committee . reporoed that those
members who had paid full fare to Cineinnati,
‘would be returned, free of charge, on the follow-
ing named raﬂroeds :

Indianapolis and Cincinnati, via Lawrence-
burg; Terre Haute and Alton ; Terre Haunte and
Richmond ; Lafayette and Indla.napol]s Michi-
gan Cenf.ral from Lafayette to Chicago; Peru
and. Indlanapohs ; Bellefontaine rallroad line;
Indizna Central; Madison and. Indianapolis ;

1 eﬁ'ersonvxlle railroad ; N ew York and Erie rail-

road.

-Any arrangemente thh lines to the: East 'mll
bé announced op Monddy morning.

Dr. Thompson presented an invitation from
the Directors or the Female Seminary at ‘Oxford,
requesting the Assembly to visit the Semmary

take place on Wednesday next. Considerable
disoussion epsued upon the expediency of ac-
cepting this invitation,.and the. qnest.mn was de-
cided in the a.ﬂirmatwe

Dr. Thompson then announced that the Gm-
cinnati and Dayton Railroad Company would
arrange trains 50 as to pass the Assembly to and
from Oxford on the same day, free of charge.
Closed with prayer, and adjourned until nine
0 eloek Monday morning.

di—
——

N THB -SITUATION,

GeNERAL HUNTER'S emancipation proclama-

-

| tion, which is found in another column, has been

disavowed as wholly unauthorized by the Presi-
dent, who, properly enough, insists upon retain-
ing the sole right of inaugurating such a policy,
if at any time- it is' necessary. Meantime, heo
earnestly calls upon the.slave States to consider
the offer of assistance in emanolpatmg their
slaves, suggest:od by himself, and endorsed by.

: ~Gongress A’ Convention- has. been called for

this purpose in stsoun to meet on the 16th of
Jupe.: . .
‘General: McGlellan, nothmg datmted by the
repulse of the fieet ‘from Fort Darling; is still
slowly biit - steadlly advanemg to Richmond.
Cormth , and Wwe are in nioinenta.ry expectatlon
at ejther place.

Aocordmg ‘to the Pensx ’ bxll reeently pass ‘d

n :

from three hundred dollars up-toa Ixttle,overg
| four thousand,: whizh is the lnghest amourt yet*
‘unused in any Synod and exists only in“two in=
stances, namely, 'in that of the Synod of Towa

to participate- in the exercises of dedication, to |

Halleek’s army is also sbe}dxly closing around |’

in the House, the widow-or children of a chap-
lain deeeased in'the service; will receive twenty
I&dollars;‘a, month. Four hundfed.and twenty-one
“nillions have been. appropriated by the House
for the army for the year commencing June 1st,

1862:+In-both- houses of Congress;: eohﬁscatlon
bills are. under discussion. Stringent measures
will be adopt;ed The House has refused to pro-
‘hibijt.the arming: of .negroes . or fugitive slaves.

A smgle instance of what the slaves may do for
us, is seen in the escape of the rebel tug g Planter,
from Charleston, May 13, which was most bravely
and skilfully brought away and delivered to the
blockading squadron by her slive pilot, Robert
Small, with her armament of two heavy guns,
and seven guns-on board designed for new works
in Charleston harbor,

O Church Pows.

A stEADY and powerful revival has been in
progress at Albion, N. Y., for six or eight weeks.
Some elghty ora lmndred conversions are spoken
of, and the work still goes on. The anniver-
sary of Lane Seminary, was held on Wednesday
evening, May 14th.——Of the twenty churches
under the care of the Presbyteryof Rockaway,
but three receive missionary aid. The contri-
butions of the Presbytery suffice for the wants
of these churches, and show an average besides
of $1 20 for each church member. Rev. Barna-
bas King, recently deceased at the age of 81,
was for over fifty years pastor of the church of
Rockaway. In Lancaster, N. Y., thirty-seven
persons have recently been received into the -
chureh, thirty-one being the fruits of a revival.
' Rev S. H. Willey, pastor of the Howard
street church, of San Franciseo,—one of the most
faithful and energetie among the pioneers of the
Church on thie Pacific, has been called to the
Vice-Presidency of Oakland Oolleae, and has
accepted the call,

“B.W.” in the Evangelzst thus characterizes
a sermon delivered before Long Island Presby-
tery, by Rev. A. Luce — He preached from
John v. 3¢, on the tmth and worth of the Serip-
-tures; and it is perfeetly safe to say that the
gsermon was worth more, even to educated men,
‘than a whole volume of ‘Aids to Faith,” such
as very learned and very lambering Diocesans
and University Professors give us. The irresis-
tible proofs from within and without the Word
were grandly set in array, and filled with life and
energy by fit and forcible illustrations drawn from
almost every department of learning. The con-
tributions of history were made especially useful.
In displaying the worth of the Scriptures, becom-
ing prominence - was ‘given to their testimony
of Christ. The grand argument was now and’
then mellowed with touches of pathos that filled
the eyes with tears. The whole sermon wasa
discourse not scon to be forgotten, coming as it
‘did with freshness-and life from one who, in the
course of the sessions spoke with much feeling
of his eontemporanes, the Rev. Drs Beecher
and Spring.”

THE PRESBYTERY OF MADISOX, at its meeting
April 9, licensed to preach Messrs Joseph B.
Little and George O. Little, of Lane Seminary.
They are sons of Rev. H. Little.

REev. Nersox WitrArp, of New York, has
received and accepted a unanimous call to the
church of Montclair, (formerly West Bloomfield)
N.J. He will be ordained-and installed on the
13th May, in the evening.

“ Rev. I. ‘WARREN has resigned liis connection
with the American Tract Society (Boston) as
district secretary, and accepted a call to the Pres-
byterian churches at B.lpley and Qumey, Cha—
taque county, N.Y.

- HXAMINATION - 1N WABASH PRESBYTERY.—
The first - exammatxon of ; :a-candidate for ordina-

| tion in twenty years in ‘this Presbytery, took

place at its last meeting. - The correspondent of
the Herald says of it:—*The examination in
Greck—Western Presbyteries -are -raising the
standard, young Theologians!—was tolerably well
sustained by examiners and examined. There

, being no Hebrew books ia the Pastor’s study, he

having lent themn some years ago, we passed by
that. 'We hope to have them on hand nexé
time.”

Trm Pensnmnnr oF San Fraxcrsco adopt-
ted’the following memonal to our Assembly on
Union.

This Presbytery, satlsﬁed that there is a grow-
ing sentiment in_ both branches of the Presby- .-
terian famlly in, favor of a reunion of our divid-
ed Church, wish to express ourselves as unani-
mously in fayor of this measure, and - we would
urge General Assembly to take such action as
will secure this most desirable end.

“We believe that *he ministers of both branches
of ‘the Church on this Pacific coast are in favor
of the reunion. ,

We have the fullest confidence in the pzety
and orthodoxy of one another; we agree in poli-
ty and in doetrine ; and we. labor together in fra-
ternal. fellowshrp and esteem in building up the
kingdom of our Lord. -There is.no reason there- '
fore why we should not be one,

‘We therefore hope and devoutly pray that the
great Head of the Church will by his Spirit dis- -
pose the minds of our brethren in the coming
councils of the churches to such action as will
restore the unity which we s0 much desire and
need. ;

Adopted uuammonsly H Presbytery nsmg to
their feet and engaging in solemn prayer led by
Dr. Anderson.

The consideration of this sub_]eot elicited the
deepest interest and a spirit- of fraternity and
conicession, which’ only needs to be felt by the

{ Assemblies to meet in May to insure a speedy re-
union of our too long divided Ziou.

‘Rev. L. Hamilton was elected delegate to the
General Assembly, and Rev. W. W. Brier alter-
nate; Elder .J. M. Selfridge lay- delevabe and
Elder John Kels alternate.

Rev. P.. G. Buchanan; of the Preshytery of
Sierra Nevada, ‘was invited to sﬂ: as eorrespond-
ing member.. .

- The Committee on Statistics reported that the
Presbytery eonslsts of ten ministers, and has uu-
der its care ewht churches. The Report also
showed that there had been an increase of fifty
members in. the churches.

The Pastoral relation between Rev. S. B. Bell,
D;D., and- the Presbyterian -Church of Qakland,
was ‘dissélved by mutual request— The Pacific.
THE HoME for little children adfertised in our .
paper, is one that can/be-confidently commended.
The heart as well as the body wil}; be there cared

| xfor with the most §ed’t’ilon§ ‘atteation.
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