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Doetry.

COLERIDGE'S “ HYMN BEFORE SUNRISE,
IN THE VALE OF CHAMOUNY.”

-

“Clombetent critics have pronounced the Hymn
1)8]‘{02: &")mm'se in the Vale of Chamouny the most
sublime production in the English l§nggng,e.' .Dr.
Uheever, in his “ Wanderings of a Pilgrim,” gives
some interesting facts in relation to this celebrated

. He says: :
poe‘a‘ni am not {zware that Coleridge himself ever
visited the Vale of Olamouny; and. if rot, then
that wonderful Hymn. to. Mount Blane was the
work of imagiuation solely, building on the basis
of the original lines in German. This was a grand
and noble foundation, 1t is true; but the Hymn by
Coletidge was & perfact transfiguration of the piece,
an {nspiration of it with a higher sonl, and gn in-
veatiture of it ith garments that shine like the
sun. 1t was tHé greatest work 9f the ?oeg,,a great
and powerful imagination, combined with the deep,
and worshipping sense of spiritual things in his
soul. o ) .

“Qn visiting the scene, one is apt to feel as if
he could not have written it in the vale itself;
the details of the picture would have been some-
what different; and, confined by the reality, one
may doubt if even Coleridge’s genius could have
gained that lofty ideal point of observation and
concef,ﬁou, from which he drew the vast and glo-
rious

magery that rose before him. Not because
the poem is more glorious than the. reality, for
that is impossible; . but. because.in painting from.
the reslity, the foree and sublimity of his.general
conceptions would have been weakened by: the at-
tempts at faithfulness in.the detsil, and. nothing
like the impression of the aerial. grandeur of the.
goene, its despotic unity to the imagination, not..
withstanding its variety, would hawve been con-
veyed:to the mind. N i

“Yet thore are parts of it which at, suniise or
sunset either, the Poet might have written from
the very windows of his bedroom, if’ he had been
there in the dawn and evenings. of days of such
extraordinary brilliancy and- glory as marked and
filled the atmosphere during our sojourn in that
blessed region. A glorious region it is, much.
nearer heaven than our common world, and. carry-
ing o sensitive, rightly conititdted mind far up in
spirit towards the gates of heaven, towards.God,
whose glory is the light .of heaven, and of whose.
power and majesty the mountains; ice-fields, and
glaciers, whether beneath the sun, moon, or stars,
are a dim, though grand and glittering symbol.
¢Fire and hall, snow and vapor, stormy wind, ful-

filling His word, mountains and all hills, fruitful |
trees and all cedars praise the Lord. He looketh |

upon the earth and it trembleth; He toucheth, the
hills, and they smolke.””? ‘

We give here the original German. Hymn,
which is entitled Chamouny at Sunrise. To Kiop-
stock, Tt -was tranelated by Coleridge’s “admiring
and affectionate relative,” and put, by Dr. Chee~
ver, into the metrical form: of the-original

¢ Out of the deep, shade.of the silent fir grove, .
Trembling, Isurvey thee, mountain-head of eternity,
Dazeiing (blinding) summit, from whose vast height .
My dinly-percetving spirit foats into the everlasting,

‘Who sank the pillar deep in the lap of earth

‘Which, for past cenfuries, fast props thy: mass upd: -
‘Who uptowered, high in tue vault of ether, .
Miglity and boldj thy, Beathing eonntvevuagcbéf T
Who poured you from on high, out of eternal Wintes's
0 jagged streamg, downward. with thunder. noise?, .
And-who bade aloud, with the, Almighty. Voice,. .
¢“Here shall, rest the stiffening billows?™" -

‘Who marky out there the path for the Moraing Star? -
‘Who wreathes with blossoms the skirt of eternal Frost?:
To whom, wild: Arveiron,.in terrible:harmonies,. .
Rolis up the sound of thy tumult of hillows?.-

Jelioyah! Jehovah! crashes in the bursting icel
Avslanche-thunders roll it in the cleft downward ;
Jeéhovahl: it rustles in: the.bright tree-tops;.

Xt whispers niurmaring in the.purling silver brooks.

This is, indeed,  “grand and noble foundation;”
but it is only the foundation of Coleridge’s Hymn.
A perusal of the German original will prepare one
to read, “with mute thaoks and secret ecstacy,”

thie solemn and stupendous poem which follows.
Bds. Western Episcopalian:]

Hast thou a charm to stay the Moming Star
In his steep conrse? so long he seems to pauge
On thy bald, awful head, O Sovran Blane?:
The Arve and Arveiron at thy base .

Rave ceaxglesslys but thou, most.awful form !
Risest from forth thy silent.sea of pines,

How silently! Around thee and above, .
Deep is the alr, and dark, substantial black;
An ebon mass; mathinks thou piercest it

As with a wedge! But when.Y look again,
It is thine own calm home and erystal sheine,
Thy habitation from Eternity!

O dread and sllent Mount! I gazed upon thee
Till thou, still present to the bodily sense,
Didst vanish from my thought; entranced in prayer .
I worshipped the Invisible alone.

YVet, like some sweet, begniling melody,
80 sweet, we know not we are listening to it, . .
Thou, the meanwhile, wast blending with my thoughty
‘Yea, with my Life, and Life’s own zecret joy, -
Till the dilating Soul, enrapt, transfused,
Into the mighty vision passing,—there,
As in her natural form, swelled vast'to heavent

 to-myself; that. L am now for years among the fa-

[know it, because it is'a fact; and ever'has been-a |
fact, since-1 joined it;. not ot all regarding'it-as.u:
‘piece of  charity, but rather of stupidity or itibe:-

.due.occasion to avow it. | My proference is great;,
.possibly conscientious, possibly. enlightened, pos-.
-sibly; correct: and. true.

‘was;avalanched. upon us, for no good reason, and

| noble conorete, it: still exists, ‘grows; and blesses

| stitution;: whew ali-this:oconrred, T ssy, Ok how
| itTgrievEd e} apbiiizdd fhey Tostled” e away tro

| rity, or right of any kind, they justimpionsly ex-
| seinded.: from thesr church, wholesale and ‘retail,
.| whoever would - not:approve their revolutionary
| and schismatical acts; sanetion them; make those

j?e eagles, playmates of the mountain-storm? -~ -7

Ye lightnings, thg dread arrows of the cloudst! - -
Ye signs and wonders of the elements! .
Utter forth Gon! and fill the-hills with praise!

Thou, too, hoar Mount, with thy sky-pointing. peaks
Oft from whese feet the Avalanche, unheard, -

8hoots downward glittering through the pure serene.
Into the depths of clonds that vail thy breast,

Thou, too, again stupendous mountain! thou,.

That as 1 raise my head, awbile bowed low

In adoration, upward from thy base » ‘

Slow travelling with dim eyes suffused with tears,
Solemnly seemed, like a vapory clouil, o

To rise before me.—Rise, O, everrige!. . -

Rise, like a cloud of incense from the earth{”

Thou kingly spirit throned among the hillg, ‘

Thou dread Ambassador from eartli to ‘heaven, - *
Great Hieraroh! tell thou the dilent sky}

And tell 'the stars, and tell yon rising 8, . v
Earth, witbher%housa‘nd&dicg, praises Gop!

, - For thie Aurerioan Presbyterian, .
. iETTER PROM DB. COX. .
To:the Edstor. of the: American Preshyterian s~
~Your-remarks-in referencé to examination of
ministers, in reply to those of the ¢ BANNER;” last
week, really gratifisd ‘me; they were so calm, s6.
true, and so well put. It is a fact, though strange.

thers; as:it is just forty-eight years, this week,
siice I'left'the law and its pursuits, in ‘Newark,
N. J., under soue strong conviction, that God- had
called me to the ministry of the gospel of Christ—
though at first, this was.not the commanding or
recognised motive, at all:: it ‘was the: salvation of
my: soul, in his own way, as of & poor sinner; that
needed, INFINTTELY; juist-stch a system' of fruth
and gracoand hope; as Tjoyed tofind in the glorious.
gospel. of the blessed God. I am now in the forty-
fifth year, However, of my public'ministry i ‘the
Presbyterian Church which:T: so ‘love, prefer, ho- |
nor, and desire to serve; that I may say-—I know
of none other that could comparably, suit me ; and I |

cility; to have no preference, or to bé ashimed on

forever!: memﬁmdz;i:
NOT EXCLUSION. o S -
Hetice; when disruption, excision, cruel schism,-

in a ‘way-which-I never cease. to accuse: and de-
nounce, as a very wickedness, novum et inauditum
nefas; as hugely.anti-constitutional ; as involving
‘necessarily: the siny of- perjiry, and most anti-
christian intolerance, against four Synods, twenty-
‘eight Preshyterics, and .one: other ¢ dissolved,” 7n
leves auras—that is, in-the abstract, singe, in its

thie-very city of Philadelphia in'whicH it, was i
filiine sniilsted by the slttyled propsgetons, |
and iexpoundefg, and. 5p'éciah guardians of the:con..{

all' my prospeots ‘and’ hopes forthe liédor and per-
petiiity and the just predominance of our glorions

in; this-world, ¢am T: recover from the damdge, the'|
degradation; the dighonor, of 'that unique abomi- |
nation in our annals; the results 'of which we feel.|
tothis'dayl: 0 .
Truly, God has

overruléd it for thé fartherante

with ‘thie. perseoution of ‘Paul;_ and also with the |
sin of Judas! No thanks.to Pilate, to. the. traitor;
or-to the:high-priest; and.: nene-atall-to #the ju- |
venile patriarchs” whodid it-all,:with:stick'a-rush
of fury—while conscience.and reflestion were too |
debauched; or drunk;.or-maddened, to-care a straw
for theifordination vows; to-the constitution]
Among other things, I.feared then, as .1 feel
now, that such-aschism in the-chureh-of. the na-:
tion, was only the harbinger.and -the. facilitatiod
too, to the dissolution-of the great pact that mads’
our-nation one: that'made"its: existence, now so.
thireatened' with rash ‘measures and’ rash men, in
more ways.and places. than, s fow, menacing the
disintegration of the grand aroh of our : nation!
and so'the sanguinary ruiii-of our cduntry.' '

Soon they laid a new « basis ”—their own word,
and without. a, particle. of . constitutional .autho-|

acts their *basis,” declaring all such excluded,
ipso fucto, by the rendition of the schismastical
vote, refusing such homage to blasphemy and:trea~
gon!: How. ¢“schismatical " it was! :

- %Old: School,” “ New Sehool,” are all—fudge! as-
to any propriety in those designations. Who made

Awake, my Soul! not only passive praise -
Thou owest! not alone thete swelling tears, -
Mute thanks-and secret ecstaoy! - Awalke,
Volce of sweet song ! - Awake, my heart; atvake!
Green vales and icy cliffy; all join my hymn.
Thou first and chief, sole Soversign of the Vale!
0, struggiteg Withithe darkness ot nighi long, .
And gl night visited py troops of atars, s
Or when they climb the sky or when they sink;
Companion of the Morning Star at dawn,,
Thyself earth's rosy star, and of-the dawn:
Coherald ; wake, O wake, and utter praise!.
‘Who sank thy vunless pillars deep in earth?
Who filled thy countenance with rosy light ¥
Who made thee Parent of perpetual streams?

And youyye five-wild torrents,* flercely glad!,
Who called you forth from night and utter death,:.
From dark and iey caverns called you forth, = -
Down thoge precipitous, black, jagged rocks, .
Forever shattered, and the same forever? .
‘Who gave you your invulnerable life, ;
Your strangth, your speed, your fury and your joy;
Uncensing thunder and eternal foam?

And who commanded. (ad the silence came)
Here let the billows stiffen and have rest?

Ye ice-falls! ye that from.the. mountain’s brow
Adown enormous ravines slope amain—
"Porrents, methinks thet heard & mighty Voice, )
And stopped at once, amidst. their maddest plunge!
Motlonless torrents! stlent eataraets !
Who made you glorious ss.the gates of heaven
Beneath the keen full moon? Who bade the Bun
Clothe you with rainbowa? Who, with living flowers
Of loveliest blue, spread garlands at your feet? -
Ganl let the torrents, like a shout of nations,
Answer! and 16t the lce-plxiis echo, Gon ! -
Goul sing, ye meadow-streams, with gladsome voiee !

Ye pine-groves, with your soft and soul-like sounds! - .

And they, too, have a voice, yon piles of snow,
And in their peritous fail shall thunder Gon!

Ye living flowers,” that skirt the eternal frost!"
Ye wild goats sporting round the eagle’s nest!

* Besiden the rivers Arve and Arveiron, which have
their source in the foot of Mount Blane, five conspicu-
ons torrents rush down its sides § and, within a few paces

‘of the glaclers, the Gentlana Major grows in immense

-] stitiition £+

'| by the venerable and woble Presbytery of J. erseéy,

the new basis? Who adbered only to the old one?
‘Who was.right, who wrong,:according 1o .the. com-

We_took the constitution in.due form, solemnly,
religiously, considerately; and-with'the full-appro-
bation of our Presbytéry, as the contracting pérty of
the firdti part; representative of ‘the whole ¢ Preg-
byterian Church in these United States.”” . When
wo:accepted the Confession of Faith, was it with
the. qualifyidg appendage—as it is understood and
expounded at Princeton by Dr. Hodge, and 'so
believed in Kentucky by R. J. Breckinridge—not
then a-doetor?. " No.such thing. I was licensed,
after-an , incomparably tedious and polemical exa-
mination, by a unanimous vote of the: Preshy-
tery of New York, ic 1816; and soon after ordained

after full and proper examination, by their una-
pimous vote, when such stars of God composed its
coustellation, as Griffin, Richards, Fisher, Hillyer,
‘M‘Dowell, Ogden, Armstrong, King, and others.
adhuc memorandi, venerandi, collaudandi!

About examinations and all that, I may write in
| & coming paper. As wrong and right are fixed
relations; I feel it my duty, oceasionally, to call on
our new basis-layers, all of them, to repent of this
wickedness, as soon as possible. Many of them,
in spite of their evils, I sincerely revere and love.
And they know it!  Why will they then not right
about, 'face the music of their duty, and per-
form the doing of it as if they were ABLE—to be
account-ABLE ;. and: as moral agents;-to. be ob-
ligated to repent of their sins, agsinst their bre-
thren; against our common Master; against ‘9ur
cherished and beloved church ; our common Pres-
bytei‘ia‘u Church, in these.once United States! .

The Lord Grod of .our common trust and adora-
tion, work-in us-all; to do his will, and serve his

numbers, with its «“ flowers of lovellest blue.”

]

- in many. pulpits;- often -wrapped

B

American Presbyterian Church! Not yetyifevery|

of “thie igospel; and- thit in many ways;—so-did be | -

own cauge forever. =~ SAMUEL HaAnson Cox.
- Leroy; N: ¥.;"Dec. 1st, 1860~

————
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o . For the American Presbyterian,
A PLEA FOR AN OLD-FASHIONED BOOK.
111t is a plain-spoken, unpretending book,: dnd-
yet it is full of wonders. There are many persons
who- possess it, but ‘do. not know what is in. it.
They ﬁgf,fel' it $0. be hidden beneath ‘more showy

“and fashionable.books. - .In some houses it gathers.

a-covering of dust from entire neglect, even of its
outward appearance. Indeed we have seen :cob-
webs woven round-itin places where wealth found
many applisnces... But.we are glad to. sy, some
persous. prize:it very much; and have prized it in:
all ages. = It cheered Bunyan greatly in his pri-:
son, aud was the ground-work of ‘his wondrous’
pilgrim. Tt comforted:good  Baxter also, when
dealt with so. hardly for his defence of. its truths.
And our great-hearted. Luther;-how he.prized: this-
treasure in his. lovely cell, and how ‘nobly he:
strove to promulgate its holy. dootrines. - We said-
it was full of wonders. -Its origin was. wonderful.
Its- author, the Eternal God, communicated. by.
Him, through the disposition of angels to‘¢holy men
of old, who spake as they were moved by the Holy-
Ghost.” . Tts truths were communicated amid the

flames and thunders-of Sinai’s mount, in the starry

plains and cedar-crowned mountains of Judea, in

the far off land of Chaldea; to:the captive by the

river Chebar, atiended: by the .whirjwind; * the

moving - creatures amid precions stones,.and the.

‘beauteous rainbow. In the . isle.of Patmos; the:

lone disciple’s heart.was elevated above sorrow by’
glorious visions and communications from abeve.
But we cannot tell of -all the wondrous methods,
by which this old-fashioned bock. was -completed..

.- We wish:10 plead; that it may be treated with |-

the honor it deserves in the pulpity in the college
ball, .in the- public school, and. in the. Sabbath-
school, in:the parlor of wealtk, and in the humble
éo,bta,ge. ’
In the pulpit we hear so mtch more of human
reason, than the infallible teaching of. God’s word:
Its precious:gems.are not pertiitted to sparkle as
in the pages of our good old divines. Its finely-
tempered two-edged-sword; - exceeding any *“Da-
mascus blade,”. so fittéd to pierce the slambering
conscience, to wake the spirit drugged into a fa-
tal sleep by earth’s cares and vanities, is sheathed
about with a
covering of finely-spun fancies. S
- This ‘book bas  not: its true. place-in: Christian
households; new and popular works, - periodicals
and papers, thrust it aside. Tt has not’ its true

* place:in the Sabbath school. Teachers go to their

classes with little or ‘no previous study of God’s
word, and. their pupils are not required to memo-’

. rize any considerable portion of its truths. - Our

public: schools-also. do not give it due honor.
The minds of the pupils should be imbured with'

. its.boly teachings, despite the opposition of Rome,

and ‘thie slurs of infidels. - Now; when' Popery is’
falling, and the war so long waged between it and:
the “truth; -will'probably ‘soon be settled, is ‘the’
ng ‘God’s word broadoast in every

Colenomo $8Theyhad the Bibles

Hast thon ever heard of such a book % |
The anthor, God himself; the subject, God and man..
*Eternal life ! Etérnal deathl dread words!
“Whose meaning bath noend, no: bounds.» -

. Mg S.
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T For the American Presbyterian, :
THE PUNISEMENT OF THE: JEWISH
... . . __ PEOPLE. - |
. The Chief Priests and Scribes; in their opposi-
tion to the Gospel, were influenced by motives of
private interest and ambition, as.well as by feelings.
of personal enmity to.our Lord. In the establish-
ment of his authority, they saw: the ruin of their
own;, and conscious that the continuance of their
té@pgr&l existence; ag anation; was suspended upon
the proof of his divine.mission, they found cause
of alarm and jealousy in the miracles by.which it
was attested, and urged as arguments for his do-
struction, the mighty works which they ought. to
have received as'evidences of his divinity, “ What
do we? for this man doeth many miracles : and if
we let him alone, all men will go after him, and
the Romans shall come, And shall take away both
our place and nation.” Under this apprehension,
we findethem stimulating the zeal of the people
and the jealousy of the government; and by.alter-
nate charges of blasphemy:-and treason, advaneced.

in malice and supported by perjury, succeeding at |

last in-their diabolical conspiracy, and triumphing
in the anticipated;fail .of their vietim. In eon-
templating such a train of iniquities, crowned and
completed with so dreadful an imprecation,:we
behold a picture of depravity unequalled in the
history of man;.and we look for the accomplish-
ment of a judgment thus audaciously invoked and
impicusly de}jgd. _ In the conduct of the Jewish
populace, jhow‘e'x_rer, we. ses some circumstances of
extenuation., . Led by theinfluence:and authority:
of their rulers,. zealous for their law, which. they.
are taught.to think endangered by the :docttines:
of this new teacher, fearful of sgain provoking
the severity of an arbitrary government, they seem,
to have-acted -under impressions.of; xeligion, how--
ever mistaken, and of: loyalty, however misap-
plied: .. Why then do we see them -involved in
one common punishment with the leaders and in-
stigators of the crime? why for a mere error in
Jjudgment (if it be no more,) sentenced to national
reprobation, and condemned under the very sane-
tion of the law which it was the object of their blind
zeal to maintain? - Because- they wilfully and
perversely rejected & revelation:impressed upon’
their senses by repeated and miraculous evidence ;
because they listened to the suggestions of pride,
and prejudice, and interest, in opposition to the
dictates of reason; #nd: conseience, and trath.—
Because their wild and capricious levityled them to
desert and prosecute the Master, whose authority
they had acknowledged, and whose benefits they
had received ; and within the short space of onE
weEK after their acclamations had hailed his
triutphal eutrance into the’ Holy City, as the
chosen'and anointed of the Lord, to' pursue him
to a cruel and ignominious death, as a traitor and
a'blésphemei‘. Because their obstinate prejudice
resistéd the testimony of _ih’ndcénce,,which ox-
torted the assent even of a foreigner and a heathen,
and clamoured for mercy to a Vvﬁjétich loaded with
every erime, while it unmercifully and  unrelent.
ingly thirsted for the blood ‘of the Son of God!
" We would now apply the -warning which this
awful exam p}e affords of the great necessity of right.

- ly informing the conscience, ere we venture to trust

implicitly to its-directions. Tere we have an in-
stance ‘of a most atrocious crime, committed, not
ouly without-compunction or remorse, but with all
the complacency of self-approbation ; the passions

We grieve tosee it so-much: slighted: | P2y

“You: can be made holy and fit for. heaven. . You

‘shall live when their lig ht is questehied, - If) there-
fore, God regards the journeys. of planets and the

 the destiny 'of your soul?

‘two of which were sold {io

iﬂuw@ﬁw.m

' does not-call on’ him' for helg. Hé gives to hig

go'and -pray- unto me, $hnd I ‘vyillf héarken unto,

' mutability of God? '"Heife nind : _
'y, then, should T pray for

| immutability is the" giround of hope in prayer.

1 greatness of* his sin.-

and apparent interestsimpressing.
judgment, which completely warpst
its' decisions, and leads to a literal f
Prophet’s deseription, putting:-evil for. good, and
good for evil. How far this.erroneous dirsction
of the conscience may :justify’an, action . in .the
sight of God, and ignorance .be: adinitted as an
apology for guilt, it is importint;.4nd happily not
difficult to ascertain. It is evidend, that sini is
not imputable where ignoranée iy unavoidable;
but it is not less evident, that if .i;iﬁj&el; negligence,
prejudice, or vice, prevent our acy 'xit,i(ih “of the
knowledge within our reach, suchignorance will
not be édh:,itbe_ﬂ 25 an excusé, but'will rather ope-
rate as an aggravation of our offences. - Our
Liord himself ‘warns us of this; in predieting their
sufferings which the malice-or %nor
Jewish or heathen perscentors woul

" Al these’ th

and his-disciples.;
unto you for any-name’s sake, by 3

not himsthat sentme. - If Thadtot 'comé and’
spoken unto them, they had riot hisdsig! ; buit now’
they havé no cloak for their ‘sin}~ It "1, had not,
done among them the works which'nene -other man
did; they had not had sin: butt now" fh‘ave’ they-
both seen and hated both me ‘ahd" miy Father.”
Here is-an’ important lesson/to gtrselves, on- the
great danger of trusting our conduet to stiggestions.
of conscience, if we have not-been. careful to in--
form that conscience ariglit, and #-establish upon
the solid foundationof Seripture; ouryule of faith;
and our principles of ‘action. ;-

S ' . W.B. Evans.’

 Woosdstock, M.

‘'WHY SHOULD I .PRAY.
“There seem to be’ réasons §hy I should not
ray. 1 am ‘an insignificant “object: does the
great God think of me? He has nobler beings
on whom to exercise his“thought*and extend his
favor. He has many woifldsih#overn and sus-
tain. * Ozn he care for'm®,~Zth®%reature of a day;
on this small planet?” . i o
Yes:God cares for you. “He eréated you, and
he deems you worthy of  his. attention. ~ His go-
verpment is over this world; and therefore embra-
ees you. There is: as wiuch oceasion for his cire
of you, a8 of an angel.. A _father does not love
his younger and more fe-eble chilgren:less than he
loves the older and stronger. “Often the reverse
istrue. You.bave .ma.ny; qualities of 'an angel:
youare a living, reasoniiag, loving; immortal being,
capable of unutterable joy andiof: endless pain:

are greater than the wo'elds. . They have no mind,
no heart., - You can study.theitdaws, and weigh
their solid masses ;. yot1 can. risg:above them and.
look down . on their mot ions anditheir fires. - You

life. of mere matter; sshall he »not” notice  your
thoughts and affections,. the higtory of your life,
19 Jeys. said to his dis-
ciples, (Matt. x. 80,) ¢¢The yery hairs of your
head are all numbered;’” and.of the sparrows,
X thing, ¢ One. of

; T T TR

’“&ijri(;’hon}i your-
\i,g 38 his creature,

them shall not fall ‘o thie

# .

¢ But if God’ does 1

1
1| depéndent on him‘,';reqﬁi-rin'gw‘ﬁls‘_»patgrnhl;ch're,'

why should I ask him to léss iie?  The stars do
not ask him. The flowers thaé spring up id the
field do not séek his smile. - The falling sparrow

own what he knows to be their need. His love
prompts this. © Why', the'n; sinee T'cannot inform
him,’ sheild T trouble him’ with my prayers?
He gives or withholds ac'¢cording o hispleasure.”

‘Were you in'imminent ‘ddnger, you would not
reason thus: your ery for help would be’sponta-
neous and irrepréssible ; ‘your hedrt would speak.
Were yourfather to-banish you'from your home,

the fervor of your plea would not be abated, but

enhanced, by the decision. You would ery, like |

Lsau, with an- exceeding’ bitter ery, Spare me,
¢ Bless' me, O my father.” That would be the
language of nature, thie ‘prayer of the heart in its
agony, to check reasonjitig”and: silébce doubs!
Christ says, (Luke xviil,) 1,) * Men: ought always
to"pray, and not to fainf.”  The promise of God
td his captives was, ‘(szr. xxix. 12,) ¢ Ye shall.

ou.” :
11

All.this §s plain 28d ‘reasonable but how
am I to reconcile the diaty 4§ prayer-with.the im-
ﬁ‘;fs’of‘ one mind : Who

can tufn him? Wk n {
thdt which ‘he has not g/‘;ivén: ? Iflie has resolved
to bless; or' to withhol:d blessing, lie will do ac-
cording to his purpose,’” + - C
.EYes; but'we do n’o’t] know his purpose, neither’
have'we anything to dip'with it ‘If*hé commands’
us'to pray, as we: knolw he‘does, weé are to leave
ourselves in' his hand! ' Practically, indeed, his

He hos promised to hear us when we pray. - He'
cannot change: 'thei'eﬁi)‘re his ‘promise s sure.
The Psalmist in -his: ‘sorrow prayed, (Ps. eii.
24;) “O my: God; teke me not away in the
midst of my days.’” - ‘#ind what' was the ground’
of this: plea? Verse; 25th, *Thy* years are
throughout all: genéfaztimis,”- and' ‘verse - 2Tth,
“Thou art the same; annd thy years shall have no
end.”” If God did-ehmiige, we mightabstain froms
prayer; but because hyj does not change; we have
a strong ground of faitlhin his promises. -
& But ‘hasmot’ God|-said,” “'The ‘prayer of the

door ‘of ‘hope'again.sbﬁn{ne o :

No!l God:has' mevir aaid" thit.. ~Prov. xv. 8%
4The’ sacrifice of:the twicked 18*an- aboinination
to the'Lord#” #That 1%, ik@outwatd worship, the
offerings ‘of ‘wicked: nieh whé, practise the obser-"
vances of religion hyp|deritically, afe an abomina.’
tion ‘to him:- This- djies not’ mein - that a sinner
who feels the need ofj” God’s favor may not seek

wicked is abomination’?’ : Poes’ ot this' shuit the |

¥

it. The "Apostle Petier' encouraged even Simon
Magus to pray, thougl guilty of the greatest sin,
(Acts viil. 227)—«Riapent, theréfore, of this thy
wickeduess, and pray (Iod, if perhaps the thought,
of thine heart may be Worgiven thed.”” ~ The dying
malefadtor ‘prayed-as: dy-sinner; ““Lord; remember
me when" thou “comen} into thy kingdom.” He
was-heard. - Jesus saild” unto him, «Verily T say
uuto thee, to-day shallt thou be with mis ip para-
dise.”  (Luke xxiii.|'42, 43.) Can you ask a
more conVineing projof- thin ‘this that a sinner’
may pray? o - C oo ok
¢‘But T dare not piay; for my sins are erete
than“those of other ’gﬁeg.{" , Y s gronter
If you really feel: thus, you have ‘ground- of
bope. Luke xviii. 13 :—«The publican; standing
afar- off, “would not Jift 'up 56 much as his -eyes
unto heaven, but ‘smbte upon Lis ‘breast, saying,
God be merciful to 'mé‘a singer. I tell you this
man-went: down to his> house justified””” Dayid
prayed "the more -urgsently in ‘proportion’ to' the
tness of n.” (Ps. xxv. 1179 - He cries,
« For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon’ mine: ini-’
quity ;' for it is great.” " "So:great that he eould
vot bear it, 80 great-that no- other “being ¢ould
forgive it. - Now;'if the'greatness' of cur sin is'a
reason’ why ‘we-pHould pray for pardon, it éannot
be a reason why we should not pray for i, Your
condition js just’that which moves the pity of
God. Of all other beings in the wotld, you arel
most -weleome, if you go to'God with sorrow. ub-
mission, and faith in Jesus Christ, = - -
“I'have no time to pray;”’ says the man of the
world. ¢ My business presses.”: - - - ¢

d

“But you have titwe to eat and drink; slesp,

i | fend - politieal ‘gatheﬁngs,v and visit: friends
| places of amusement, . Have you nof:ten minutes;

“rall, your difficulty
- ¥ou sometitiés'are

| pray the. more, and ask_for right fecling. ~How
-| ean’you.be indifférent to the duty and the privi-
-tlege? ~ Think of the love of God, the ‘sufferings

- 1 the gloriés' of hedven, and!the sorrows of hell;-and

‘ton hashadath P'quadasho.?

AR

and:

each day for God and your soul? You have fifty-
two whole days in the year .given. you for the ex-
press purpase of pryer and fellowship with Hea-
ven. Can you be serious in saying that you have:
no ‘time. 0. prayf. -Ah;. my friend, whén: God
shall call. .you:to account; the time you h-:xve«.
wasted in_folly, the Sabbaths of - your whole life,,
rising up, as witnesses of your guilt, will be seen
to have been efiough ! - Each lost daywill becorie’
an' ageof ruin. .-~ o oo v oE o e
- “I.would like to pray, but I have no-place.
My house is;small, and my family large; my com-:
_panions aré near; every place is filled with- the
stir of machinery and the implements of labor.
There is fio place for me, at howe or abroad.”” "
- But-ydu can prayin yourkheart: - #Pray with:
out ceasing,” says the.apostle. " This implies:
that we must be in the spirit of prayer, and that
God hears the silent aspirations of men. After
not 80 grest |
sl athodS 6w oppor.
“tunitiés for prayer, andyou shall/find-others still.
A godly.sailor, who had:no place.on the deck nor:
in the forecastle fo: pray alone, went. to the wast-
head, and there, in the, hush of night, and in the
early dawn, looked to Him who ouce walked on
‘the sea. If you love God, he will give you'a’
placein which you'may lift ap your voice and
heart to him,; = :. s L
. “But what if I.do 'not, feel like praying?
Would it not be mocking God to_attempt.it?”
~You ought tofeel like'praying. If yoi'neglect
prayer; you reject: the command of God, and are
therefore: guilty. - If you do not:.love God suffi-
ciently to pray, you are guilty.. You ought to

2§ it Seems,

of Jesus, the worth of :the soul, the ruing of sin,

be cold.and dead and prayerless no longer.,. .. .
. Prayer is an act of nature. Thé young bird
in it3 pest cries fo its parent for food.  The beast
of the field moans when tortured by hunger and
threatened with danger.” - The babe asks, urges,
importunes. its mothier for what it eraves: or fan-
cies.. Why should you be dumb before the great
Father, ““ who giveth to the beast his food, and to
the young rdvens which cry?” "You dre the
work' of his hand; you have sins which he alone
can forgive, spiritual wangs which.can be supplied
only by his grace,—a soul to be saved, if: at.all,
by his merey. . . IR
Creature of God, child of eternity, already
guilty, lost in sin, soon to dje and to be judged,
why should* you: ‘alone.of all-God’s c¢reaturés re-
strain -prayer: before -him? . If sinking into the
sea you would cry for help, how can you cease to
lift up your prayer to God while you are sinking
mtohelly
_Sinner, go and pray. It will bring you nearer
to'God. It will call Christ to your heart and ‘win’
pédce to your conseiende. It will securé the love
and light of the Holy Spirit. - - Pray humbly, pe-
nitently, and with faith. Pray in the name of
Christ; trustin.the grace of Christ; dévote your-
self to the service of Christ; and you shall bave a.
place in' the kingdom of Christ, and be an ‘heir to
the ipheritance of Christ, and' go home ‘at last to
dwell with- Chtist; -and. sing and priise-and reign
among the glorified, whose robes are / washed and-
made white in the blood of the]%amg,’.’ s
‘ ’ : " 'Rev.E. E.

Adams. ’
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A correspondent of the Episcopal Recorder,
communieates to that paper an aceount of a most

ty of Newark, Ohio. From his statements, it

surveyor and :a;qhggglq‘gist\:,ﬂ;qpéqéd a 'mq‘und, in
the vieinity of the Ston¢ Mound, described by
Squier and Davis, and found a stone chest en-

is thus described aud deciphiered by Mr. MCarty |
of Newark :— - o

It is oval in form—well smoothed, novaculite
in kind-—and, when shaken, sounded likeé a child’s

end. . One of the men applied his mouth to this,
aund blew into it. -The force of the air acting upon
the cement caused it to open,-and disclosed the
contents. This stone was really a box—well cut,’
and regularly shaped—in which, fitting neatly
all'around, lay ‘an-interior stone. ‘The rattling

sound :proved .to-have been  oceasioned by a small|
piece.of the enclosed stone, which was. broken off |
from the base—very probably when the case was |

struck by the spade of the digger.

 joining on its‘broken baseé, about seven' inches, and
three-quarters. in length, three, in breadth, and
two in.depth. To give a very popular illustra-
tion of its shape, I can only say it is like a plain,

inches broad and six iocheslong. Bisect one'of
the ends, and with 2 radius of gne and a half in-
ches, describe a semi-cirele on this smaller side of

will-not attempt describing at present. .

ters. : The upper surface presents, inside the rim
of half an inch, a-hollowed aspeet: On this hol-,

dress’is’ exceedingly like a: Jewish-priest, as seen
in old Jewish euts.
.few such inserted. . There is the breast-plate; un-

sacrificer. .

racter, some looked like the Phenician alphabet;
a few bore som¢ reS@inblance o' those of the Grave
Creek Tablet, and some I could not:identify, with
any known alphabet. My first. object was, then to

cise -language, and " identifying - the characters.
Only five showed the true Hebrew, form; ‘three
would resemble the coin character.: - The rest were
very irregular. Being a little familiar with almost
all the alphabets of thé” Aramzan tongues, I de-
termined toattempt the solution of the engravings.
- It astonished: me. Hebrew in that form I never
before saw. . It is more like that found in the Bi-
bles of the modern German Jews, than any other
—but not exactly the same by any means.” AsI
proceeded to interpret the inseriptions, I .found
more to astonish me, - : g

~Now, there is uo division between the wordson:
this stone.,
perplexingly into each other. . They are not writ-
ten with the usual regularity of Hebrew inserip-
tions—which never separate words at the end of

in a very unusual way. , Ii w

for me to give any definite idea ‘of ‘this circum-

Stﬂncea - e AV W e .

““The whole constitutes an abridged form of the

Ten Commandments.” I put the Hebrew into

English characters, and as there ‘are! no points; I

will supply them with vowels.. It is as follows:
“Mosheh t a shet hotzamthicha me eretz. mit-

.. Xt would be impossible |

zraim } ‘mibéth’ hgabhadhim 't Anobhi” Jehovah'|

Eloheicha. : Lo 1 Yikyeh T'clia Blohin acheris
pgal papai. Lo thangaseh 1 cha phesel' '+ Tl
this ha eth. shem Jehoval cloheicha. zachur ‘eth

: (Here is a large:

read-the “journals;" talk with ‘your neighbors, at-

. ggxgbi’ﬂ?"?«i

 enabled ‘to build & churéh

ETHING F0E THE CVRIOWS. |

appears that, about the Ist 'invs’t‘;.,‘ Mr. Utrfrich, -}

closing a tablet covered with inseriptions, which |

rattle-box. A’ small sperture was found in one

Paking out the enclosed stone it measures, by |

round-topped chitreh window. . To deseribe ma- :
thematically, I would say, draw a rectangle three

the rectangle. The other elements of its shape 1|
This stone: is completely covered with charae- |
lowed surface stands out in bas relief, the figure |
of -a manin profile. Itis well executed. The|
Horne’s Introduction hasa |
usually large, and- the. long. flowing. robe .of the |
“The'stoné is completely caverad oh all (idéds with |
a’kiud of square charactérs, some ‘of*which ‘bore |

areseriblanee to.the Chaldaic. form usediin writing |
Hebrew. §ome looked like the Hebrew coin cha- |

find the clue by miaking out, if’ possible, the pré- |

Indeed,- they sometimes -rup: most }

a line—for thése' separateand'divide in all direc: |
tions... Nor have ‘they anything like points. Al
these items would mark a:great antiquity. - The|
words areinlines and curves—sometimes doubling |

punotuation mark, which I'do not understand.” Tt

ie niot' Masoretic.) ¢ Sheshith ion v’ngashith cal
ch’lachthecha—Cabbed abhcha vhunecha—Lo
thirngaach. Lo thilaeph. Lo thiglobh. Lo than-
galehh bharenghacha ngad shager.” Lo thachk’
moch beth rengecha—Ilo thachamodh eésheth ren-
gecha v'ngabhedo v'amitho v'shu t v’sharo va’h-
‘hamoro v'chol asher lerengecha.” - .

- This mark (1) shows the divisions of ‘the parts.
of the inscription, The translation may be
‘“Moses who brought thée out of the land of
Egypt +out of the house of servants. I am Je-
liovah (or Yehveh) thy God. There shall niot be
to tliee gods other than me before ine. Thoushalt
Dot make for thyself a graven image. + Thou shalt
Dot bow down to them nor worship them. Thou
shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in
vain. - Remember.the Sabbath day- to sanctify it;
the six of day thou shalt do all thy work. - Honor
thy father and thy mother. Thou shalt not mur-
der. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt
not steal: Thou shalt not bedr falee wiiness
against thy: neighbor. Thou shalt not covet thy
’s wite, nor-his servant, nor his maid, nor his
0x, nor his ags, nor avy thing that is his”. . |
+ “The'wdrds ‘ih italics poibt 6t those which dif-
fer:from: theé Hebrew text, in interchanging lamed
for. mun.. -1 cannot vouch for the: perfect acoura-
¢y of the form -presented. . It is, however, cor-
rect.enongh to give a general idea of the object
intended. '~ 7 0
.~ The dlphabet used on this curions relie, T have
not yet been ablé to find anywhere. - Some of the
letters are’ evidently Hebrew—one is Syriac-—one
i3 Etruscan—some bear a general resemblance to
those characters most nearly alike in almost all
langnages reduced to regular alphabets<~and some,
being. entirely unique, are no more than cipher.
This mingling, or apparent mingling of characters,
is & st unaccountable feature. The clearesta
priori view of the matter would at once demand
thas if the stond were not genuine, its author took
an’ unprecédented ‘niethod of immortalizing him-

; .

self. " -

. PRAY FOR A.REVIVAL. _

- writer :has. said, “I doubt not when the
seorets of .all hearts are: made knowsn, it will be
found that many precious works of grace, which
haveé caused saints and angels to rejoice, have com-
menced 'in-self-denying éfforts and fervent prayers
of one'or two individuals.” Then an instance is
parrated ‘of a revival in which .over one hundred
souls  were couverted, where the interest com-
menced in the dwelling of an humble woman, who
earpestly besought the Lard to pour out his Spirit
upon the community, and accompanied hier prayers
by faithful labors among those within the sphere
ot-heripfleence. . . . - . . 7

In the western part of New York State, a large
and prosperous church is now located ina place
where-once theré was only a hardened, degraded
set: of godless men. 'One pious rieighbor at length
settled .down .among’ them, whose righteous soul
was vexed from day to-day by their ungodliness.
But he knew that God was all-powerful, and he
prayéd unceasingly for their conversion. Atlength
one was led to turn from his evil way, and unite
his prayers with those of the man of God.  Soou
fifteen . were brought. to a saving knowledge of

Christ,: Still there was no minister until. the Little |

prayiog circle numbered fifty-four, when they were
and call a pastor, giving
a ‘salery adequate to liis support, without assistance
fromd’ the: Board of Missions. - :
A poor blacksmith, who could hardly speak for.
‘stamiering, ~came tohis, minister one, day- and
begged him toappoint a conference !
fels confident that a blessing was about o desdend

mng 8. 1o, that paper : . on the loog-slumbering ecburch. * His -soul had’
remarkable discovery recently made in the vicini- |

been so oppressed with the burden of.souls that he
bad closed -his. shop and spent. the .afternoon. in

prayer.. The meeting was appointed with little
hope of many attending. ' When the ‘hour. came
the hotse was crowded to overflowing. “A’marked
solemnity. prevailed ;—soon oné arose and asked
with tears for .the prayers of the. church. Then
another and another followed, until it was. found
that individuals' from all parts of the town were
under deep conviction; and, what was pecaliar,
they dated their impressions from the time when
the podr old man-was agonizing: in prayer in thas
humble blacksmith’s shop. - :

. Reader, never feel that the sphere of your influ-
ence is too narrow to admit of your doing good.

- No one can draw nearer to God than you may.
. Heis-no “respectér of persoms.” Oh{ will you

not 2o, ‘then, at onee to your closet, and beg: of
him to pour out a blessing on the church to which
You helong? and let this be the hourly. ery.of your
burdéned hearts. Surely he will not turn you
awdy‘iihanswered. - k ‘

| EsGomcy stuimve o
We have some curious diselosures of the eccle:
siastical affaifs of London:  An’ act of parliameint*

bas just -been passed, and having secured the royal |

assent, has becowe, the law of the land, authorizing
the sale of several churches because they have

failed to answer thie purposes for which they are |

desigried: " Tlie  act -embraces fifty-niné charck
edifices, but it is incomplete in reference to ten.
Oumitting these, the act shows that there are forty-
nine,churchies, capable of accommodating 22,352
persons, theincumbents receiving incomes amount-
ing to £17,000, ($85,000) and the clerical staff
amounting to sixty-four. If the cost of organist,
beadles, &¢., be takenfrom the account the annual
expense of .maintaining these forty-nine churches
has not been less than £21,900 ($109,500,) In-
stead, however, of 22,352 worshippers, the average
atténdatice has only been a little over 8,000, in-
cluding-children. If the average nifmber of com-
municants bé-taken as a test; the failare. is still
more glaring, - Thisisonly 1093. These churches,
therefore, are maintained at an average expense
of £20, ot one hundred dollats for every commu-
nidadt, © 77 T 0 ‘ .

:Here then are forty-nine charches, and: sixty-
four clergymen, receiving $85,000 a' year besides
their parsonages and perquisites, and only preach-
ing toa little' over a thousand communicants,
about as 'many as would make up the average at-
tendances at two or threerespectable dissenting
churches. . A more instructive commentary ‘upon
that ancient petrifaction, the Anglican Church,
could hardly be imagined,. . -~

Dutring the debate on the passage of the act,
authorizing this wholesale transfer of ecelesiastical
property, a curions specimen of bigotry manifested
itself. . The.bill originated in the house of Lords,
and among its provisions was one enacting that
certain of the churches should be sold to  foreign
Protestants;”” thus evidéntly forbidding Eoglish
Diesedters from purchasing or oceupying them.—
This-clanse caught the vigilant eye of Sir M. Péto,
a stout non-conformist and a Baptist, and on his
motion was immediately withdrawn. No doubt
thii} these churches will soon pass into the hands
of -dissentérs, and be filled with flourishing con-
gregations. . The Puseyites are terribly incensed:
at the idea of Dissenters preachingin “ consecrated
churches.”— Chronicle.

.

ORIENTAL DEVOTION. ]

Our northern and occidental constitution often’
needs to be regtrained from an excess of phleg-
matic wisdom. -T muist think that'we have some-
thing to learn from the more impulsive working of
the Southern and the Oriental mind, 1 must be-

- lieve, ‘that it was not without a wise forecast of

the world’s necessities; and an insight into human
nature all around that God ordained that the Bible,
which should: contain our best models of sanetificd
culture; should be constructed in the Bast, and by
the:inspiration of . minds-of an Eastern stock -and

. diseipline; whose imaginative. faculty could. con-

ceive such a puem as the Song of ‘Solomon ; and

ference meeting, * He '

whose eimotive naturé eould be broken up like tho
fountains of a great deep. I mustanticipate, that
an improved symmetry of character will be im-
parted to the experience of the church, and more
of the beauty of holiness' will adorn her courts,
when ‘the Oriental world shall be converted to
Christ, and Hthiopia shall stretch out her hands
untoGod. . Qurunimpassioned, taciturn, and often
cloudy temperament in religion, does need an in-
fusion of the piety which will grow up in those
lands of the sun. ; -
Such an infusion of the Oriental life-bleod into
the stock of our Christian -experience, would
bring us into. closer sympathy with the types of
sanctification represented in the Seriptures. It
would be like streams from Lebanon to our culture.
We need it, to render the Psalms of David, for
instance, a natural expression of dur devotions.—
We need a culture of sensibility which shall
demand the Psalms asa medium of utterance.

The Still Hour,

'COMPLIMENT TO.-THE LITERARY TASTE
‘i . . OF THE CLERGY.

. In the last number of that old and standard
quarterly, ¢ The North American Review,” there
is an able article upou the * English Langunagein
America,” in a review. of Marsh’s “ Lectures on
the English Language.” The writer speaks of the
different standards of appeal in this country and
in England. There the fact that a word
was used by a’ dignitary-of the church, by a
prominent member of the bar, or by the Times
newspaper, is usually decisive of its correctuness.
Now where have we a class of men to whom any
oneé thinks of appealing? QOur only resort is the
dictionary, and thus a lexicographer whe can, by one
means or another, get the ascendency, forces all
his caprices and- notions up to the digaity of a
standard. 'Who ever quotes Congressional usage,
upless to show how low a style of language pre-
vails in ‘our national legislature? ¢ In truth,”
said Mr, Webster, ¢ I must say that in my opinion,
the vernacalar tongue of the country has become
greatly vitiated, depraved and corrupted, by the
style of our Congressional debates.” The news-
paper prees - of this country, adopting too often
the morals, and politics of the mob, take their
language t0o, and what is in other countries, and
ought to be every where, the conservative and the
model of pure language, here gives sanction and
currency to all gorts of slang—1io the terms of the
card table, the ring, and the pit. Compare, mere-
ly on the score of language, the lcading, and most
widely circulated dailies of New York with those
of London, Paris, Brussels, and Berlin, and sce
in part the explanation of the fact, that in no
country is so much slang spoken by educated
people a8 here.. JIf there is any class of men
this country to whose example and influence the
ordinary speech of the country is under obligations,
that class s unquestionably the clergy—even with
‘all the fanlts justly chargeable upon them. They
certainly, as a body, use better language than any
other class in the community, and their example
bas been almost the only moral wituess against
the wide-spread tendency to vulgarisms and slang
in the popular specch of the country.

C ' C. . Herald.

‘A LESSON FROM GARIBALDI.

At one period of disaster and deep depression
in the struggle for Italian independence, the he-
roic patriot-general, whose fame has gone over the
world, issued this proclamation: “In reward for
the love you may show your country, T offer you
Lhanger ‘and thirst, cold, war, and death. Who-
ever acecpts these terms, let him follow me.” It
was. patriotism echoing: ils response to the great
truth of religion: ¢ He thatloseth his life for my
sake, shall find it,” It was 2 sublime assertion of
mora] niobleness as a superior good to pelf or plea-
sure.

- Are we, then, to allow the love of country to
move men more profoundly than ourselves are to
be swayed by the love of God? There is afierofc
element in genuine piety, which, in our luxurious
age, we are in danger of losing out of it. Mar-
tyrdom is out of date; but the martyr spirit be-
longs to all lands and ages alike. It is that spi-
rit which our Lord discovered and honored repeat-
edly in his disciples, when there was no blood to
be shed. He throws no chill of mercenary pru-
dence ovér their enthusiastic self-abandonment.
He had no rebuke, but the heartiest praise, for
the poor widow——wildly rash as mon would account
her—who threw into the treasury her whole living
at once. He would suffer no carping at Mary for
expending the amount of at least fifty dollars on a
vase of perfumery for His sacred head. And his
own self-immolating epirit is seen, at times proving
contagious. - Even the doubting Thomas catches
it. . “Let usall go that we may diec with Him !’
"~—how aptly that rallying cry chimes with the
words of Jesus— Whosoever forsaketh not all be
hath; yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my
disciple.” .. . =~ .

. #¢0 learn to scorn the praise of men!
O learn to lose with God!
For Jesus won the world through shame,
And beckons[thee His road.”

Congregationalist,

AN UNPROFITABLE BENEVOLENCE.

. It is not uncommon for even good men to sup-
pose that they may retain a close hold upon the
property that God has given them while they live,
and. then leave by will some goodly proportion of
it to the cause of . religion and philanthropy when
they die. Undoubtedly, too, it is well to feel and
act. like the dovoted Swartz, when on his dying
bed he said, “I leave the church of God my heir,”
but it may be questioned whether this is, as a
gencral thing, in any sense, the best course. In
the. first place, no execntor can ever make as safe
and’thorough a distribution of a man’s property
as he could do himself. No man, too, should de-
prive himsolf of the spiritual enjoyment and pro-
fit, which he may himself have, from the very act
of doing good with what has been intrusted to his:
care. And geeing ‘that he is to be one day re-
quired to give account of his stewardship, no man
may be considered as at liberty to Jeave his pro-
perty subject to the inany contingencies, losses,
and delays almost always attendant upon the set-
tlement of wills, =~ ’

<'We bave beetr much struck with the faets that
have, been-brought out in regard to the somewhat
famous McDonough estate, and most seriously
commend them to iie attention of all of our readers.
It was ‘valued on’ his “death at $5,000,000, and
the'most ecareful and minute arrangements were
madé in his will for'it to be expended chiefly in
public and charitable uses. Up to this time, how-
ever, more than balf has been wasted away. The
whole estate now amounts to $2,280,000. Over
$250,000 has been spent in litigation, over $200,-
000 in charges and commissions, over $500,000 in
loss of interest and delays, over $500,000 in de-
cay and pillage of property, and not one doll:{r has
ever yet been realized from it for the charitable
and useful purposes intended by McDonough him-
seif. .
Reader; have you any guorantee that what
you are.proposing to leave by will for some good
object, will not be perverted or lost in some simi-
lar way? Had you not better appropriate it your-
self?

Christian Instructor.

G1vING.——A recent English treatise, “ Giving
made Easy and Pleasant,” mentions the case of
a London Episcopal chureh, which raised in a
half-year on the pew-rent and supplementary
snbseription system, $595, and in the next half-
year, on the apostolic system of weekly storing
and weekly giving, $1,099. It mentions, also,
a Baptist charch which, on the former system,
gave for the ministry and home expenditure an
average for three years of $765, and the next
jear, on the latter system, $1,725.




