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SPEAK NOT ILL.

——

Nay, speak not illl -a kindly word
Can never leave a sting hehind :
And, okt! to breathe each tale we've heard
ts far beneath a noble mind.
Tull oft a better seed is sown i
By choosing thus the kinder plan: - .
For if but little good be known,
Stitl let us speak the best we can.

Give us the heart that fain would hide,
Would fain another’s faults etface:
How can it please ¢’en human pride
To prove humanity but base?
Nol let us reach a higher mooi,
A noble sentiment of man:
Be earnest in the search of goad,
And speak of all the best we can.

Then speak uo ili, but lenient be

To others’ fallings as your own;
If You’re the first a fault to see,

Be not the first to make it known,

o+ For life is but a'pagsing day,

No 1lip may tell how brief its span
Then, ob! the liitle time we stay,

Let's spesk of all the best we can.

MRg. Eprror,~I was very much- inferested in these
lines, which I recently saw on a tomb stone. Judging
that others might be pleased with them, I transcribed
them, and hand them to you. The indy has been dead
more tharthirty years. I.B.

Underneath these stones doth lie,
As much of virtue as conld die,
Which when alive did vigor give
To as much of beauty a8 could live,

Ye who have wept o’er genius in its bloom
That faded daughter withered in the fomb, .
‘Who love to linger whore the mourner weeps,
Oh come and shedl a fear where Martha sleeps.

Bovvespondence,

For the American Presbyterian.
INDIA.

PREVALENCE OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

Mzssrs, Ebprrors: -—-—Some yeats ago, the
American missionaries in Western India wrote
as follows, viz.:

“Among the young men of this country, the
desire for education is very strong, and is daily
beeoming stronger. What they principally seek
is an English education. They regard it as the
avenne to success and inflnence. 'We may find
fault with that desire; we may. exert ourselves

‘to make them do so; the fact rempjns. We
cannot overcome it. We should incur odium
by attempting to do so. .And having the ap-
pearance of being something provxdenmal it
-commands our respect. India is awakening,
and, like a Caspar Hauser, needs to be taught
every thing. The young men wish to know not
only wegtern theology,. but every thmg westem

“@od has.a bigh purpose to fulfil in. regard
to India. And in the passion for English-edu-
tation, and in- all the peculiar circomstances of
this people, we must diseern his workings.  His
hand is in it, The way in which hé has chosen

to decomplish his purposes may be different from
what we expected, and different from what we
desired. But we must fall in with his plans,
when once indicated, or we must suffer the pe-
nalty. We may kick agaidét the pricks if we
will; we may row against wind and tide till we
&ré weaty; bat ‘our blind dbstinacy will avail
us nothing, God has,'in & most remarkable
nmanner, given India into the hand of England,
and the English language-and -English lifera-
ture have -here o high destiny o fulfil.” .

These views of the American missionaries are
becoming speedily and remarkably verified in
India. = They were not the sentimient of the
American missionaries only, The convictions
of European missionaries on: this subject have
been equally strong, and perhaps they have
yielded to the current, and aveiled:themselves
«of the providential facilities thus farnished for
‘prosecuting their work, with less hesitation and

‘constraint than the American missionaries have, |

1t was not & question with the missionaries
whether the Hindus should have a. knowledge |
of the English language and the western sci--
ences, but whether they would make the intense
desire of the Hindos for these studies a means
of bringing them under Clristian teaching, and
winning them to -Christ,

It was entirely evident that the Hmdus would
learn English, and gain the knowledge they de-

sired. The question pressed upon the mission-
-aries,—Shall we teach English and the sciences
in-our schools, and thus bring the intelligent,

| India?

FNATURE THE S0URCE -OF POETIC IN-

1 the cultivation of the land, and what -is -called |
| landscape gardening, is carried on to so high a:
| state.of perfection.as in England.  The English .

_ study nature intently, and seem to have an exqui--

1 whole days and nights in the country among the
| bills and groves, and :thus he was enabled to write

| 'was no-less acquainted with nature than Thomson,

| fancy which so mark his oratory. He ‘was not

lence throughout India 7—a langnage which un-
locks to the Oriental mind the treasures of true
science and the choicest literature, and i& more’
thoroughly impregnated with the principles of
the gospel than any other hvmg language of the
globe. KOught not,mrssronarles to avail them-
selves unbesitatingly of this Christian language,

and the valuable facilities it offers, in Pprosecuting
their efforts to evangelize the 200,000,000 of
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k ~SPIRATION,
There is, probably, no place in the world where

site serise of -her gracefu] forms and harmonious
combinations. It is on account of this devotion
to nature that Fogland has furnished so many.
poets. The poets of other countries have become |-
scquainted ‘with the.general charms of nature; bus.
the British poets seem te have studied npature
minutely, to have.revelled. in all her hidden trea-
sures. The rustling trees, the gurgling broek,.
the humble violet, the spotless lily, and. the- glis-
tening dewdrop, all have been seen by-these close
observers, and wrought out int-some charming
tale or moral. :

Thomson, it is-satd, was accustomed to-wander

that beauntiful poem—< The Ssasons.” Milton
and drew his most striking images from nature.
herself. In Cigero’s poetry—for he wrote some,
poetry—we do not find any traces of that fire and

deficignt in axt- or pblloeophy, ‘but. in. bis’ -«know-
ledge of nature. Thus it is, why the poet always
selects. for his haunt some. secluded spot, -sur-
rounded by all that 1s grand and mspu'mg in:
nature.

The examples we have produced show the im-
portance of the poet’s acquiring extensive know—
ledge of nature. By this we.do not wish to be.
understood as placing no importance to science,.
art, or phllosophy, agasource of poetieinspiration,
but, on the-contrary, it.is of the utmost importance
that the poet should he sound. in. his philosophy;
and versed in the: sciences. - Astronomy, espe-
cially, opens a boundless field for the mmagmatmn.
But we do mean to say, that nature is the great
source of poetic inspiration, and that all who have
excelled a8 poets have studied her most carefully;
they have found in her secret charms which are
unsecn by the careless observer. It is too true,
that there are only-a few who can find enjoyment
in wandering alone through the green fields, by
| the.dancing brook,»en¢1~smong the-groves;tonched {-~
by the finger of frost; that so many pass along
without even looking up to see a beautiful sunset,
that gorgeous picture, painted, and spread out
over the heavens, by our Moker, for man to view.
It has been said, that it is sufficient, without
exactly copying nature, that the poet ehould con-
form to popular oprmon or geoeral sentiment;

but as the great.aim of poetry is to please, and as
nothing unuoatural can give pleasure, it ought to
eonforni, as much as possible, to nature. The
poet is, however, sometimes allowed to deviate
from nature, and by the ald of fancy, to embel-
lish it. :

Asgitis from ﬂre study of nature ﬂxat the artxst
is enabled to make the dull, cold canvass expard
with life, so, in no less de_gree, nature gives life
and beaufy to the .yerse. We cannot honor too
much the genius. of the artist that enables him ‘to
paint an enchantmg Tandecape, and e}so to place
before- our - weeprhc* -eyes the “form .of beloved
friends; but. is not the genius of him who can
sketoh ‘the conquermg hero on the memorable
battle-field with his pen, and eolor them with rich
figures and striking lllustrablons, more to be ad-
mn’ed? o

ol is eard that the poet isborn a poet. True ;
the gefr, that which by proper eulture will grow
and bear golden fruis, is born in the poet; but
let that germ be uncared for, and left to grow |
wild, without any grafts of nature in it, it will
brmg for_th nothing worthy of notice. You.may
say there has been but one Milton, or one Shak-
speare: may mnot there have been many on whom
nature has bestowed the same gifts, but whose
after training has been sueh as to kill even genms?
The poet must have ‘first the poetic element in
him, and then, by the aid of a careful study“ef
nature, he will be able to write that which will

“high caste Hindu youth under our teaching and
Jinfluence, or :shall we make it necessary for all’
such ‘youth- {o study in schools and -colleges
wholly under infidel and: heathen influences, and
confine our labors to the lower castes?. _
Most missionaries felt the neceseityvof. doing
- what they could to make this strong passion
for English-and the western aciences subservient
to the higher objects in preaching the gospel.
Those who turred their éfforts in this direction
have had the joy of seeing them highly success-
“ful, and & good numbér of Obristian converts
gathered into their churches from these higher
and more intelligent classes of Hindu yonth.
The passion for English contmues, and this
langnage s every day becoming more univer-
-gally prevalent in India. 1t iy already the com-
“mon medium-of intercourse among the different
‘nations of Tndia. When educated youth from
_the Punjab, Calcutta, or Madras visit Bombay,
they find access to their countrymen there only
through the medium of Einglish. And the same
is true when educated young men from Bombay
visit other parts of India. A young Hindu
from Caleutta recently visited Bombay, and was
invited to address sn audiencé of ‘his counutry-
-men there, He did so, with much ability, in
- the English language. Their vernacular lan-
guages were unknown to each other, but m the
English they found a common medinm.

Tracts, books, and sermons, in every one of

f.he vertiacular languages, are limited i use- and
circulation almost entxrely to a particalar pro-
_vince or kingdom. * The same in English find
readers among all the different nations of In-
dia, and when native newspapers-and periodi-
cals shall aspire to universal patronage among
;-all the people of India, they. wi}l be. pubhsbed
in the English language.

Weére not the missionaries: nght? Ie theére.
‘ot ‘something memfestly provrdentml o ~th1e

,o

hve‘ wu:h the world. .M W,
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... QUERIES. - o

MEBSBB. EDS —Quenes, -doubts, and. feore,
sometimes arisin my mind-—strange, perplexing,
unpleasant thoughts, which I would not harbor
Hence, I propose a few of them to you, hoping
that some one skilled .in theology may forever
expel them by the sword of the Spirit.

Some _years ago, there ‘was & city niinister
lodging with me, Who Was a slave to'the “weed.”

P I
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for him as his daily food.  He evenacknowledged |
to e ‘his inability to preach well without it.
Hence, it :seemed to be an indispensable to the
_suecess of ‘his religious services. Bat .on une
occasion, I was under the necessity .of placing
'my head nearer to his than was agreeable, and his
Jreath smelled ‘worse. than an erdinary carrion.
It was indeseribable. - I believe it was unlike any-
thing exceptits own kind.. An unpleasant thought
ocourred £o my. mind, can the Holy Spirit . enter
in and dwell in a place .50 filthy as his .body?
for I- could not help judging from the smell that
such ‘must be its character. -Bat_.thoughts so
dlsagreenble i would not harbor. Yet thespiritual
character of the .man and. my. olfactories seemed
‘to be at variance.- . :
Agam, we have Iearned mlmsters, and even
D. P's.,-of whom I am credibly informed, thiat the
sick dislike to have them enter their rooms.
These brethren, doubtless, are -not aware of the
fact, or ‘they: would’ bé cautious where they go;
but their -ignorance does not mitigate the evil.
A habit which. all ;pronounce *filthy,” . has - dis.
qualified ;them for ‘a very.important duty. -Are
 they glorifying God by the juse -of - tobacco? Do|;
-they yse it to: the glory. of-God? - Can ‘a.habit,

passion for English, and its increasing preva-|

. placed ready:

| “bave earth conics in cohtadt.”

Its daily use-seemed to be well nigh as necessary ‘

which is “ﬁlf;hy” be Christ-like?

e ——

|
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My olfactories freqneotly inform me of Chris-
tians whose breath is more offensive than ordinary
carrion. I do not like the use of that word, bus
I cannot think of.a better. The apostle Paul
prayed for the Thessalonmns —¢ And the very
God of peace sanctify yon wholly; and I pray
God your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be
preserved blameless unto the eoming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” © 1 Thess. v. 23. That verse
teaches the sanctification of our entire being—the
body as well as the spirit. Then in the case of
‘every Christian there ought to be a process of
sanctification going on—a sanctifieation of, not
merely the inner man, but also of the outer.
But with many, a process_of carrromzauon—par-
“don the word—seems to be going on. ~ The breath
very much belies them, if some such process is
not going on. Their breath has become unen-
durable, and is contmeally becommv more . §0..
Is such a body bemg sanetified ? Certamly, if
the spirit is being sanctified, the body.cannot.
The breath forbids sueh an idea. If the spirit is
santified and the body is not, by-and-by what will
become of it? Can it enter heaven without
sanctification?  Can a defiled thing enter that
holy place? ‘Or .can the spirit enter the mew"
Jerusalem, while the body is shut out ss a de-
filed thing? TIs” that which is being utterly gn-
fitted to enter the sick-room, being ﬁtted to-enter
heaven ? k

- Again, Paul eays———l «Cor. iii., 16 17' “Know
Ye not that ye are ‘the ‘témple of God, and that
the Bpirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man
defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy,
for the temple ‘of God is ‘holy, which temple ye
‘are.”” There are a great many whose ‘breath’is
very deceptive, if they are not: deﬁhng the temple
of God—their bodics. To my olfactories, they
seem asmuch like a defiled thing ‘as any thing
on carth, and if they are not defiling the temple’
of God, I do not know how _they ean .do it.
When ithe spirit is g0, wholly sarictified, Jand shall
be admitied ‘into the new ' Jerusalem, _what will
become of that defiled temple of ‘God? For
what place will it be fit? ~Will God ‘destroy it?
If the sick -cannot :endure it in- their room, and
-even the well wish_ it at a respectful distance,
would it béa proper subgect for heaven? - .

We are-told of fleshly lusts which war agamst
the soul. - From the mapner in which this lnst
wars against.the bedy,is there not danger lest it |
may affect the soul? :

1 should love to learn,from some erudlta D.D.
if it really does leave the soul untouched, so that
the soul’s sanctification is.going on, while the body
is beeommg worse than bestialized?

- As our life here is short, these questions are
‘important, and 1 should love to have my mind
set at rest. Should some good.brother enlighten
my mind on these points and others which are
mtrmately connected . with . them, I shall be
thaokful to hlm.v And doubtﬂess it wnll be qmte
8 rehef to-m

i e e

| shake, off the “8Bow;. ‘bpt

vein. That one tallo
upon i
or the bright countenange
sessed; ““age should hay}

time for the “silver thread

"andle does not s’mne

¢ .that ‘WOIan Onoe pos-
wrthered her,” and it s
%o haveeome ‘Butoh,

her el_.ot}ung meager, Dot
clean, so clean that you dee she must have been'a
lady. There is nothingjin. that _room- but _the
bed, and the table she
,eharr—poor, cold, and dreary. - As the.wind
rises, it bas that cruel, chill w]nstle, indicative of
intense cold. She leavcs ‘her’ chair, goes to the.
window, and listens long and ‘anxiously; then
walks to the mouth of the court her gray head
made stxll whiter by ﬂlfv snow; returmng, she‘
murmurs, «“Tt is too col& for him to be out; if he
should fall coming, home,emthout bemg seen, he
would die of cold.” ]
needle and begins to pelt
trembles. S :

One or two more jo meys to the street and
she puts on her boniet anﬁ poor shawl to goalter
him. She knew his hauuxs—-—has often gote after
him. = The police on “{«gat round” know her,
and often say, as she passes—‘ poor thmg . She
bas several squares to b attle with the, pieréing
wind. Arriving at the érsb dritking: -house, she
is almost blind and deaf, With the conflict: -
barkeeper knows her, andiher errand, tells her, no.
Ralph is not there. He lﬁ\d left some' hotrrs ‘ago.
Alone? Yes—alone,-—F must find tim. “She
knows she has often foun# him, at aniother place
some distance off, * But s i must find him; shonld
he fall, he might die in-"the snow—he is so en-
fecbled and broken' by ‘@esipation. - ‘She thinks
of his boyhood ; how he Ioged ‘the suow; how joy-
ously his' blue ‘eyes shong-at the ﬁrst ‘flake that
fell; his eager en_)oyme_ﬁ of the sledgmcr ‘and
snow~ballmg, she remem ors t,he gredt’snow rian
tie made in the-yard; hog hiige and grotesque it
looked ; and Oh! with s it & ‘thrill memory re-
calls that-once, when- he ‘i é‘home inthe evening,
how sad he looked, as h xtold ‘Her of a drurﬂ;en
man he had seen falling an i refalling in ‘the snow; §
how the poor wretch had gut his face; and left its
bloody mark upon the su&w ; and how he feared
he would not get safely: h‘bme,—-she remembers,
t00, how, in his sleep, he’ ‘oried out, and’ when'she
went to him, he told her th#t he had dreamd that'he
saw the mau—dead—lym% in-a pile of snow; and
how it wds only with eareeges she could quiet hrm.

With this rush of meffiory and emotion, she
hurries ‘along; sometimé walking backwards;
somenmes seeking refuge‘in door-ways, to éscape
the storm’s furious: rne_g;,, sometimes  falling;
sometimes breathless ‘and’panting. She at lasr
stands in'the wished-for ﬂoor The bar-keeper,
usually surly and cross; seéms touched by her pale
face avd her exhaustion ; tells her that- Ralph is
not there ; that he ks gone eome ‘time; ; tells’ her,
with a somewhat human:y we, to eome in -and

are many who d
abls to glonfy Grod in the use of tobacco
s ST QUEB.IST .

CHANGES

Mrs Bmley——or 4 “»elecanh wrdow,” 'ag she
was- sometrmes called—was a -friend -of : ‘my mo-
ther, end a partlculer ‘admiration of mine. I
admrred 2 certain ajr of mabrouly dignity she pos-
sessed I admlred “her .rich dark. hair, her still
beautnful eemplexren, ther white iplumip hands, her.
earnest; ‘sincere mahiners and oonversahon, et
riched with good and tasteful reading.

-

L usb ‘before I .was married I called . to. say fare-
well and-to try: to tell her -how affectionately- and
how pleasantly she would “be remembered. I

. found her in her srttrng-room, surrounded with® all{

that wealth coild buy, and an exquisite; taste select.
She was.in a state of joyful and loving expecta-
tion. Her only -ehild-—her handsome :son—was
to be home that day from college, a; graduate,
full of honors.

I knew. Relphﬂwell a, generous, chivalrous boy ;
no:thoumht df meanness could be associated with
him; so brave, so.frec-hearted, withal such a gen-
tlemian; + Wiell T remeraber ‘how she looked’ that
day; how her ldrge, dark -eyes swawm-with tears;
how :she started when the door-bell rang, although
she knew- that it was much too ‘soon;

“There was the large’ roeklng chair placed near
the glowing grate, his pew embroxdered dressmg—
gown thrown over its ‘back. "~ His gay slippers
‘A vase of choice hot-house: flowers
filled the air of the room with a splnb-hke fra-
grance. For Ralph had heen jourheying - after
leavmg eollege, and, as his mother said;all the
little thmgs ‘he loved to see, will be grateful and
comfortable, after travelling in this snow, for it
was snowing—Ilarge, feathery flakes, coming dewn

~ with a swaying, wave-like motion, gently falling,

and then dxssolvmg-—-hke our dreams—when the

- left-the rich -room, with its xhea.t and deheate
fmoranee, and -passed-out fo face the snow—and
‘my own fature. -

Years have gone by. I ‘have been working out
my destiny. - How well, that ponderons book
-(the fast book ever to be opened,) will reveal.
-Care, and the sharp tooth of” tune have been at
work. R
Another city and another home. After you
have looked at'my children, and I have exhibited
them, and-am sure that you .appreciate the wit’
and talent and the uncommon -ability of .my
wjewels,” T will take you to look at my old
friend. Not 'to. the old splendid mausion you
‘have seen her mistress of, but to-one of the poor-
-esb courts in a eity—very narrow—squalid, is not
too-strong a term.: It snowed just at this time,
‘many years ago. It is snowing now, but not as
it did then, in large soft ﬂakee, but-in large crys-
tallizations; ragged, and Wrbh stinging edges ;
driven fiercely by a “biting wind, it whirls and
eddlee, and blinds_you in its fury o ,

But we have reached the court The spow ‘has
not fallen like loving spirits, and covered with. its
pure veil all of the meagerness of that. place, but
it has been blown into heaps, and drifted into
‘corers; and the pale gleam of light that issues
from the window of the last house, shows just
enough of this for heart and eyo to takein. Look
through the window. There is poverty, but
. clean poverty. - An old stove with Just coals suffi-
_cient to be-called z fire; a smallpiece of rag car-
pet; justlarge’ enough to hold ‘the plain-square
. ‘table, at which :sits :an old - ‘wonian, -sewing up
-stockings: for weavers. ~She is sewing. :apx&ly—-

'pleaﬂmg‘ly Tinplores thefirs p
oo |t 160k out for Ralph.. She isforced to ‘ask the

assretance of the next. o@e for Lerself ”
Yes!—Ralph had left the drmlimg—house—

‘| very, -oh! very much bewildered  with hquor

~reeling dnd confused-eblmded by the wind-and
snow—he: turns the -wrong street—goes farther
from home. ‘In passing ‘aideserted house, wr!;h
an area~a sudden whirl and gust-—he resls—
Noses s balance——and falls wrth hls drunken
weight into the aren. i :

-The wind abates.’ The snow falls more gently
down, and shrouds him. * The cold flales fall upon
his-open blue eyes; and they do not shrink ; kisses
with its pure cold emibrace the lips so' fondly
pressed; the cold flags, and not a mothet’s breast,
prllow that once immocent baby ‘head.

-HAGAR.

"BEHAVIOUR AN CHURCH. -

We lately called' the attentmn df our reader®
o the importance of: punctoehty in their-attend-
ance at the appointed place’of worship. . We
begleave to throw outia few thoughts as to
that deportmenb which is becoming those who
are éngaged in. the woré}np of Almwhty God:
‘We: propose in these: fijinarks simply to give
o few -hints, in the hop‘é ‘that: they may prove
useful . to some who-mi through inattention,
not have adverted to 'soxfxe mattérs-about which
we wish to say & word.

Aund here, in the, first| place, we would say to
you, Christian’ reaﬁer, u}eke it a rule, when yoa
reach the house of Giud, 'to. proceed forthw:th to
your:pew_: Itis, in our wiew, very unseemly for
persons to be standing in- the church-yard or
about the church-doors. Such a . practice is

exercises of the sanctuary.
~ After having reached - your:seat, should the
services not have commenced, let it be your con-
cern to ‘spend what timg you may have in the
way of lifting up your heart to God for his
blessing upon the holy exercises in whieh you-
‘are abont to engage. Ve ‘have often had our
heart saddened in Jogki:

ness on' the part of those who were about to
draw near to God in the tost, solemn - acts of
worship. 'Weé have sometimes occasronelly no-
ticed persons on taking! their seats, bowing the’
bead, or placing the band upon the ‘head; in
whxeh act we recognise an $xpression of. devout
feeling; and whenever it -has been.seen, it has.
always had & most hagpy effect upon us before
rising to lead the exercises of the eanctuary It
cannot be doubted thas, if congregations were
‘move generally 1mpressed with a'sense-of the so-
lemnity of the occasion on which- they meet s
a worshipping assembly, such manifestations of
devout feeling would be mach more frequently
witnessed.

The aeportment of persons daring - the. exer-
‘eise of prayer is.often very different from what
it ought to be.  The outward posture.should be
attended. to by persous.when engaged in this
exercise. We have various approved postures
mentioned in the Seriptures, such as standing,
kneeling,
ture observed by our church in -public assem-
blies is that of standipg. .1t is.not our object
at present to discuss the propriety.or warranta-
bleness of any or all of these outward forms,.
What we wish to impress: upon the minds of our
readers is the importance of” umformlt,y in-this
matter.. We cannot but consider it as very im-
‘proper for some to'sit while others are standing.
Of .course_this remark .does. not apply to. the
aged and the infirm. But it is well- known that
these are not the only persons who are charge-
able with this departuré from:the usage of our
church. In connexion with this we would re-
mark; that we have sometimes been not a little
.pained in witnessing the indifference which many
‘manifest during this solemn . exercise. They
seem to forget that the minister is only their
mouth to-God, and that if.is ‘their doty as well
as his“to engage in the exercise.” How un-

*almost ‘nervously.. Her +thin shands show every

few mtrodubf.ory .sentences, . tarn - their. ba.cks

“rieh dark hair,” '°r the beauhful fulI bust,.

,_:}as sewmg by, and one.
4
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ference.

V'the Hbtse 0P Qo v

certairily a very poor preparation: for the solemn ’

QYT 0 worshrppmga b
: aesembly,‘to see soHlittle7 indication: of serious-

‘him, and been
-continne t6 loo

-to suslain, to promote; to perfect -the life im-

and prostrating the body The pos-| -

of: lifel

‘and-for pleasare! :
rand envy may be found mnkhng in the breasts |:
seemly to see persons; after: having listened-£0.a |.0

continue, dnring the service, staring at every
object which can posmbly engage | their attention,
until the service is closed! ~How i xmproper is
sitch a° deportment!  How itterly inconsistent

1i8-it with that ‘reverence which: should ‘manifest
not gs mow. Those ler%e eyes .are. sunkeu deep; |

euﬁic:eut for: heat- but‘

itself in those who profess to be: addressmg the
“Majesty .of heaven |-

If we look .at t,he eonduct of gome persons
durmg the preachmg of the word, we shall often
see much that is very'improper. - There are

exercise,

The speaker will not, perhaps, be through the
introduction of kis dxsconrse before the eyes of
some " sbout ‘him are closed, and “their--beads
‘hanging, or very comfortably Iymg back against
the .wall of the house which, no doubt, the
sleeper finds to be very convement Sometimes
Athe speaker is blamed Tor not* keepmg persons
'ke.’ “Wi illing  thet he s

that the sleeper wrll notL give him a. ehance to
keep him awake;. for he falls aslecp before the
preacher can be properly said to have entered
upon his subject, and as for wakmg up some by
a lively and anitiated manner of speakmg,
why, it is altogether out of the qumestion. It
only seems to increase the somnolency of .some
people;; or if they shounld happen to open their
eyes, the .next moment will find them closed
‘Chrlstlan reader, leaving out of view
the sitifulness of such conduct one would sup-
pose that a sense of good manners would be suf-
ficient to keep persons from indulging in it.
‘We are.aware that a great many plausible ex-
cuses are urged on. behalf of sleepers, but say
what we will in defence of such persons, their
condiict is- highly unbecotiing. ~ Let them re-
tire early on Satarday night, eat light dinners,
pray to’ God before- coming to hls house thet,

‘they may be. able to give atiention 0 his word,
jemd when they hear the text announced, Iet

them endeavor to’ stir ‘up their souls to “hear

do these things, and-we- are persuaded'that ef--
forts.of this kind persevered in would: not fail
to effect & radical and lasting change.

Had we time, we would like to say a word,

to & class:of persons who, althiough they do not

sléep, yet. seem to listen wrth the utmost indif-
Tt -matters not what ‘may:be the sub-
jeet’ of .discourse,—the agonizing sufferings of
the. Savxour or the terrors of the judgment-day
—there is sull the same appearance of listless
indifference.  Liet such® persons bear in mind
that, if their manner is a true index of the state
of :their.feelings, their heart is far from being
in such.a frame.as it .should be; and if this-be
not the case, this. manner is very lmproper It
is disc ouragmg to the speaker, who supposes
yon to be paying no attention to what he is say-
ing;: for it is hard 10 convince any one who is
addressing a -person with his eyes balf shat, or
wandering: .about through the house, that he
either hears or regards what he. is saying. But
thig is not all. It hds o bad eﬂ‘ect upon the
rest of your fellow- Wors‘mppers and mote than
this, it is-displeasing to God, in whose presence.
you are, and who is addressing his méssage to
you. Persons who aect in this way may say
what they please; we eannot persuade ourselves
that_they know.how.. -behave m

they. ough

How improperly,” too,- do persons sometrmes
conduct . themselves. durmg the time:the bene-
diction .is -being.pronounced! They seem to
look fdr this part of the Divine worship as
though it gvere Jusp the signal of dismission
from - the. sanctuary Accordingly, "you will
sometimes see persons placing one hand on'the
pew:door, with their hat in the other, just ready
to starf as soon as the :dmen escapes the lips of

the minister.of God. Nay, you will sometimes

see them, during this solemn exercise, achustmg
their garments, or those of their children, as

moment in:their pews after the hepediction.has
been pronounced, would be of the .most serious
character.  Christian reeder, this is very im-
proper.. There is no exercise moré 'solemn, and
none should strike the mind with greater awe,
thanthat-of the benedietion. It recoghises the
doctrine that there.are three distinct. persons in
the Godhead,~that each.of these sustains dis-
tinet, offices in the scheme of redemption,—that
‘they are all' present in our religious assemblies,
and_that ‘the blessing and agency of each are
-necessary to the:success of religious ordinarges.
‘When sach is the import of‘ the words uttered
in this, exercise -by.the minister of God, with
what solemnity and awe should they be uttered
by the speaker and heard by the congregation !

“We have felt inclined to call the attention of
our readers ‘to these -things, feeling that they

-are -too, much overlooked by professing Chris-

tians. Religioun is & serious, solemn thing, and
those who observe its forms shonld ‘have a cor-
responding behaviour.- Their whole deport-
ment should show thatithey realize thé presence
of the great God of heaven and earth; before
whose bar they must shortly .appear.  Let our
conduct, then, in God’s house here below, ever
be-such as to indicate that we'are seekmg pre-
paration for a place in that house not made wrth
hands eteruel in the heavens

" Christian Instructor.

I;oexme‘ AT THE SUN.
-Atraveller in the east relates that a pilgrim
joined-in their caravan who had long Leen en-

-gaged “in journéying from obe to another of’

It
L acts to gaze con-
stantly at the sun. ad becoms nearly
blind, and the muscles of kis neck rigid in that
position. Still this earnest but delnded seeker
for sdlvation continued-the destructive practice.

Christian, you :are bid to:lovk to the Sun of
Righteonsness and be not blinded, but blessed
with increase of sxght You have looked to
d ‘from” death. You inast
0°him for all that you-need

those places: held sacred by Mussulmans.

planted in your soul. . Paul says, “Let us ran
with patience the race that is set before us,
looking imto Jesus, the Author and Fmrsher
of our faith.” Happy is it for yon, if yonr spi-

fect steadiness in that position. -
eth back is not fit for the kingdom of God. . -

While we gaze sbeedfastly at the san, other:
obJects fade from our sight.” So let us gaze at
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, and the sin-
ful attractions -of earth will fade away and be
forgotteu before His: supreme glory

LIVING FAST ;
Thls pbrase is applled f‘;equently to certem

jyouug men who -are ‘follomng a fashionable.
Lcourse -of ‘life, attended with more of less dissi-

pation and extravagance. But with great pro-
priety this term may be applied to all those who
are harrying through “life,—overworking the
brain, and giving but little rest to their body
or minds.  Carlyle very truly remarks, that
“the race of life -has’ become intense; the run-

‘ners ‘are treadiugupon each other’s heels~ wo

be-to: him who stops to tie his shoe- strmtrs!”
What.a feerful amount of “wear and tear it 1o
the nervous. system is tliere in every department
‘What.a. continual strife is there in
every ‘community - for - wealth,—for - distinction
How much dlseppomtment

y persons! . Dr.:Arnold, of Rugby, nsed

‘eIt:1s. not work that m_}ures 8 man; lt is

upon the speaker put thexr arms akunbo and

those who sleep during the:greater.part of this:
Yes, we have ‘seen persons ‘from.
whose_conduct you might suppose that they
came to the house of God for. this very purpose. -

| ‘more: effectially pu

what ‘God will speak by his servant,~let them |

i trumpet of trath. . A rude.sexton is out of. his

though the conseguence of being detained one |

ritual muscles.are alreddy becote fixed with*per- |

_He that look- | ours, will be read with the sume pleasure by those

|- the foundation of the world, for seréné and’ gentle
‘| spirits like thine.
© .y happy in thy. death, happler in the reward to

vexation that does it.” It is t’ms “fast living
in our’ couutry which produces so many of the
illg that flesh is beir-to=—it:undermines the con-
stitution—breaks down the nervous system—
produces prematare old age and shortens life.

, A SHDRT SEBMON TO SEXTONS
WHICH MAY BE OVERHEARD BY ALL CHURCH
" OFFICERS. : .

DEear ‘Beeraren:—You occupy an rmpor-
tant office in the Church of Christ, which is the
’kmgdom of God on ‘earth; Au ancient saint;
with a crown on his héad, said he would rather-
‘be among you than:dwell'in the tents of wicked-
ness. - Viery honorable, then, is your . office..
“This is’ ‘the ﬁrstly of our sermon. Let us now
passte

Secondly. Very useful may your' post be
also. - No man in the- eongregauon can’ more
.effectually stupefy. ber; .no one can,
‘ " Know
you, brethren, tho xmporta.nce of good: mrf It
is next important in 1he worshippin _assembly
to the good Spirit from on high, o which the
holy Scriptore maketh it the emblem. As-the
Lord hath the gift of the latter, so the sexton
hath of. the former. If he giveth it not, the
-thoughts of the preacher flag, and the heads of
the hearers how in worship to the false god,—
Morphéus: * -Keep -idolatry out of ‘the charch,
brothér sexton. There was a band of uld saints
once, who were called Iconoclasts, becanse they
tore down idols and cast them out of the tem-
ples. The temples of our land are degraded
by the worshippers of Morpheus; sextons are
the champions to make-a crusade against this
abomination. . They could purge the land of it
if they would. Up, then, brethren, and expel
this: heethemsm ‘Do -you ask. how it shall be
done? . .

_1. Up with the windows a,t seasonable times.

2 Espeere]ly keep open, a little, those near-
est the’ pulpit, daring the whole service. - The
preacher will vepay you by better sermons.

8. Manage this matter with skill; blunder
not, as some in ‘your honorable office do, by
hevmg the windows either t00 much open, so as
to ehill the hearers, or not open at all, s0 as to
stapefy them. Distribute the venn]atmn in small
drafts ail along the casements: .-

+ Again. Neverfreeze the congrega.tmn.by neg-
lecting the fires; begin them early, to-make sure-
the comfort of the temple; it is betier to. begin
too soon than too late, for when there is too
much heat it can be relieved by veatildtion;

I WON'T WORK ON THE. SABBATH

1. Ineed torest. T work hard from Monday
morning. till Saturday night, ‘and Sabbath is al-
most the only. rest I get. A man must rest
sometimes, or. he will kill himself, . Even a
eteam-englne made of brass and iron, must have
time to cool, and clean, and tighten SCrews. -
An omnihas horse, that will last five years if al-
fowed his Sabbath rest, will die in three years’
constant work.. Every year of Sabbath work
shortens # man’s life seven. Why should I sell
wy life-for any man’s money? "I won’t work
onthe Sabbath!

3..I have & soul fo save. 1 must die some’
day. And after death I must give an accohnt
to the God who gave me life for the use T made
of it.” It stends to reason that I ought to try
to learn what e wants me to do, and that I
ought to try to do'it. But howecana poor fel-
low who is off to work at six, and hard at it all
day, learn any thing about rehgton unless he
learns on Sabbath?  And if a'man keeps him-
"Self-dgnorant*of his Guiy, his ignorance won’t
save "his 's6ul. It won't 'do to say, when the
train arrives, “I.didn’t. know-the time, and am
not ready.” It is-my business to know. God
gives me the Sabbath that I may have time to

learn, if I lose my Sahbath I lose my soal, I
won't work on the Sabbath! ‘
3. I have a mind to cultivate. = Almighty

God did not make me only to eat, and drink,
and work, and die. A horse can do all that.
Nor is making money the chief end of & man,
Of what use is money, uuless a man knows how
to use it? - A horse may draw a dray load of
money after him, and be none the better of it.
It is not the money but the mind that makes
the man, and the Sabbath that gives the time to
improve it. French Emperors, Auvstrian des-
pots, and Carolina slave-owners know this, and
to prevent men from thivking they bribe or cheat
their slaves out of the Sabbath. But I am nei-
ther. o Carolina negro nor a French peasant.
If I do work hard for a living, I am just as good
& man, and as well entitled to all the rights
God gave me, as any rich merchant or railroad
director in the laod. I calculate you have not
got money. enough in all your railroad compa-
nies between this and Buoker's: Hill to buy me

4. The working-men of America had better
look after their rights, or they will soon lose
them. The price of liberty is eterual vigilance.
The law of God gives the working-man the right
to rest on the Sabbath.. Hislawis, ** Remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy.  Six days shalt
thou Iabor, and do all thy work.  Bat the se-

when there is not enouagh, ventilation ‘has to be
lost without remedying the deficiency. How i
many. in your honorable fanections, brethren,
have thus robbed the Lord of the WOI‘Shlp of an |
-gntire- assembly'? Remember, that with your .
pecnliar 'honor is ‘connected peculiar responsi- | ‘
blhty, -and we must.all give ageount.

. Agdin. Men in honorable posts should al- z
weys have courlesy up to their honor. A sex.
ton should be a model of politeness; he should
move with alacrity, accommodating every body,
and when he-cannot accommodaté them, show-
ing that he feels-the privation more than they
do.. . Next in importance to a good preacher in
the pulpit is & good sexton at the portal; his
smile lighteth up the multitade; his whtsper of’
courtesy openeth the ears-of the people for-the

- place;-heis: beneath its _gracious ‘horor, as much’ {
as a bear would be, guerdmg the palece~gete of |
-a king. .

© Application. And now, brethren, let him that
hath esrs to hear, hear thls message. “Harden
not your hearts ‘against 6. He that hath
sinned in these respects,let him sin no mure, but
make haste to repent. Lt all our temples-on
the coming Sabbath show that the word has
been fitly spoken, and the seed has fallen into
good -and- honest hearts, The Lord add hxs ,
blessing.” Amen.

WASHINGTON IRVING'S FAME.

‘The poet, W. C. Bryant, recently -delivered a
fitting. eulogy -on . Irvmg before the New York
Historical Society, f from whwh we take the ¢losing
paragraphs:. . :
. %I have thus set. before you, my frxends, with 3
such measnre of ‘ability as T possess, a rapid and
lmperfect sketch of the life and gevius of Wash-
ington Irving. Other hands will yet give the
world a bolder, a.more vivid and. exact, a -more.
distinetive portraiture.” i the meantime, when I
«consider for how many years he stood before the
world as an author with a still increasing fame-—
Lialf a century in this most ehangeful of centaries
X cannot hesitate to predict for him & deathless |
renown. Since ‘e began to write, empires have '
risen-and passed away; mrghty captains have ap-
peared on the stage of the world, performed their
-part, and been called to their aecouut wars. have
goen fought and ended, which have obenaed the
destinies "of the human race. New arts have been
invented and adopted, and have pushed the old
out of use; the household . economy of half mau-
Xind, bas- undergone a revoluticn. Science has
learned a new draleet and forgotten the old; the
chiemist of 1809 would be a vaia babbler amonrr
his brethren of the présent-diy, and ‘would in turn
become: bewildered in the attempt to understand
them. Nation utters speech to- nation in words
that pass from realm to realm with the speed of
light. -Distant countries have been made neigh-
bors the Atlantic -Ocean has become a nafrow
'fmh and the Old world and the New shake hands
across it; the BEastand the West Jook in at each
.other’s wmdows. The new. mventxone bring new
calamities, and men perish in crowds by the re- .
coil of their own devices.  War has learned more :
frightfal: modes of havoe, and‘arived hiwsell with
deadlier weapons; armies-are horne to the. battle- ;
field on the wings of the wind, and dashed against '
each other and destroyed . with infinite. bloodshed.
‘We grow gxddy with these rapid. ceaseless wuta- |
‘tions: the earth seems to reel under our feet, and s
“we ‘turn‘'to’ thosé who write like Irving for Some -
assurance that we are still in the same world-into |
which we were.born; we read and are quieted and ;
consoled. _In his pe-res, we see that the language {
‘of the heart never becomes obsolete; that Triith
and Good and Beadty, the offspring of God, are
not-subjeet to the changes which beset the inven- i
tions:of men.: We become satisficd that he whose !
‘works were the delight of our fathers, and are still *

who eowe after us.

<40 If -it* were becoming at this time and’in this
-agsembly: to. address. our departed friend. as if'in
‘his. immediate  presence, . I would say: Farewell,
tbon ‘who hast entered into the rest prepared, from

B arewell ‘happy in thy life,

which that death was the assured passage; fortu-
-pate in attracting the admiration of the World to
.bhy beautiful writings; still. more fortupate .in
“having written nothing which did not tend to pro-
“mote-the reign of magpanimous forbearance and
‘general sympathies-‘amoug thy fellow-mien. The
- brlghtness of that enduring fame which thon. hast
won on. earth is but .2 shadowy symbul of that
glory to which thou hast been adwitted in the
‘world beyond the § grave. Thy errand upon earth
“Wwas an errand of pence and good-will to men, and
thou art now - in a region where “hatred and strife
-never; chter, and. where the barmonious activity

'_less noble or Iess pure than that of love‘

Caudor, in some: people, may be eompered to

Jemon drops, in which. the acid; predomm‘;tes over
the sweet.ness .

‘ing-men’ of Ohio,

time.

of eyil.

"about health as you please.

- of those who inhabit it eeknowledoes no nnpulse .

veénth is the Subbath of the Lord thy God; in
i it thou shalt not do any work; thou, nor- thy
son, nor thy daughter, nor tlsy man servant,
‘nor thy mald-servant not thy cattle, nor the
"stranger that is within thy gates.” The law of -
Ohio remﬁes this right to the working-men of
this State. But bold, bare-faced attempts are
made to trample on these laws, and rob the
working-man of his right to rest, and even to
have the State law which secures this right re-
pealed, that rich men might make money vut of
the lives, and liberties, and souls of the work-
Money is powerful; but,
thank God, we have the ballot-box, and are not
yet fools encugh to vote away our own liberties.
I won’t vote for any man who will repeal the

Adaw which. secures our mght to rest on the Sab-
'l ba.tk ! )

T Charlés® Pb!ﬁp, Farmer; Tlinois.

PECULIARITIES OF THE EARLY
PREACHERS. ‘

.When a bishop or preacher travelled, he
claimed no. authority to exercise the duties of
his functions, unless he was invited by the
churches where he ‘attended public worship. -
The primitive churches had no idea of a bishop

iof, Rome. presnming to dictate to a-congrega-

tion in -Africa. Nothing, however, was more
common than such friendly visits and sermons,
as were seen in practice. The churches thought
them edifying. In case the bishop was sick or
absent, one of the deacons, or sometimes a short-
hand Writer, used to read a homily, that had
been preached, and, perbaps, published by some

,good minister, and sometimes a homily that bad

been preached by the bishop of the charch.

We have great obligations to-primitive nota-
ries, forthey very-early addressed themselves to
take down the homilies of public preachers.
Sometimes the hearers employed them, some-
times the preachers, and sometimes themselves.
" For this purpose they carried writing tablets,
waxed, and styles, that is, pointed iroms, or
gravers, into the assembly, and stood round the
preacher to record what he said.

The deacons.placed themselves round the pul-
pit, and before sermon one of them cried, with
a lond voice, Silence, Hearken, or something
similar. This was repeated often as necessary,
T suppose at proper -pauses, when the preacher
stopped. ~ Their wmanners were different from
ours; but,really, our manners want some of their
costoms. It might do some drowsy folks good
to be alarmed every five or ten minutes vnt,h
Mind what you ore gbowut! Let us lhten’
Attend to the word of God! -

The fathers differed much in pualpit actmn-
the greater part used very moderate and soher
gesture: Paaul, of Samosata, used to stamp with
his foot, and strike his thigh with his hand, and
threw bimsell ipto-violent agitations; but he
was blamed for it by his: cotempora,mes They
thonght:his action theatrical, and improper in &
church; and yet, in every chunh the people
were allowed, and even exhorted, to applaud
the preacher, by shouting and clapping their
hands at the close of a period, asat the theatre,
or in-aforum. The first preachers delivered
, their sermons all extempore, and they studied,
‘ while they preached, the countenances of their
audrtora, to see whether their doctrine was un-
;derstood. :

Sermons, in those.days, were all in the vulgar
tongue.  The Greeks preached in Greek, the
Latins in Latin, for the preachers means to be
understood. They did not preach by the clock,
: 80 to speak, bat short or long as they saw oc-
casion. Augustine used to leave off when the
i people’s. Tearts -secmed properly affected with
ithe subject.. He judged of this sometimes by
their shouting, and at other times by their tears.
| Their sermons were usually about an hour long,
but many of them may be deliberately pro-
nounced in half an hour, snd several in less

Robinson’s issertation on Public Preaching.

The sick-room eontemplanone of a religious
mind weave all life’s meaning and mystery into
the fabric of goodaess and love. Slckness, as we
commonly esteem it, is a calamity.. It is a ca-
lamity. Jeisa eaiaunty according to our measure
.No one in his right mind would pray to
'bé prostrate with’ disease. But there are many
who from the depths of a blessed experience can
thauk God that they bave been.  You may talk
You may extol it as
the richest blessing which descends upon our
wortal lot, and justly. Bat I ask any one who
bas ever iad a profound experience of sickness—
of sickness exalted by the holy influence of reli-
gion—if he would exchange those experiences for

the’ healhh which t.hey cost him?
- Rev. Horatio Stebbins.

FEAR isa prodwlous magnifier, especially when
it ‘hus ‘been excited by any unusual object. No

“travellér ever saw-a small tiger,.no landsman ever
L :expeneqced a: gale -4 seathat was not a tornedo.

for your negro. and J won’t work on the Sabbats- -+



