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’ DEAﬁ'qusngaEt%y due to your Salutafory that I have just
written the following rhymes. ‘T know: not thatithey
‘have.any merit; yet, I know that if they had been in
our Hymn Book, they would have been sung more thin
once; in public worship, during. the. few.ydare; of ziy
‘mini;tr . 1t seems to me that the ministry is meagerly
sot fortg fn our book. I preach on edircation for 'the
winistry, full.once a year.  Icelebrate:the anniversary
of my installation as often as it veturns. Ordidations
and installations are not uncommon . services; hende;
the ministry is a topic which claimasome variety. The
Jast of: tHe four hymns in the Prayer Book ought-ia-be
in our Psalmist. Should yousea fit to publish the lines
I have written, they may possibly prompt some one to
wiite a good hymn on gome agpect of the: génerdl sub.
ject’; and I think-that any one of nine tenths of ﬂ:e vo-
lumes in my library, is not wotthAonemeally»gaod:hy,v,nn;
such, for instance, as, ** My faith looks up. to thee.”,
would rather be the author of this hym;:, than the author
of any one volume that any one of the three greg.t
Dootors - Alexander has written. . Your neighbor's
¢ gtand up, Stand up for Jesus,” is another meritorious
hymn--we sing it slmost every week.ia some of our
meetings. - Fraternally, E W e
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The pastor?s life is peaceful, . ., .
His gharge, the shepherd’s care;
He feeds his flock with wisdom, .
He lifts the voice of prayer.

He leads in verdant pastures,
A:nd by the silver rills,
That murmur sweetly flowing
From everlasting hills.
How beantiful on mountains,
'he herald’s feet appear, . -
Proclaiming the glad tidings—
Balvation, peace are here.
86 beautiful the pastor's,
In sandals well bedight,
Beyond the bloom of roses,
Or sheen of lilies white.

sy

The gospel's preparation,
And readiness for peace; - -
In these he journeys heavenward, .
His focﬁgteps never ceage,

TH1 a1l his charge ate folded..
Within the Savipur’s breast,
Or he with all his fathers,
Is gathered to his rest.

. Till on the mount of glory,

Amid the holy throng,

He praiges God, his S8aviour,
In one eternal song.
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THE LAST DAYS OF THE REV. ETHAN
- . os’non:ﬁ‘»‘n T PET IR T VZ»':
As “the memory of the_ just is blessed,”. it af-
fords us pleasure to treasure up their utterances
and their acts, Especially is this true’of their last
sayings, and their last frames of mind, before
making an exchange of worlds, - If they hiavebeen
those who have long served the Church, and been.
her favorites, their last days are regarded as 4 part
" of the heritage of the Church, and, if not preserved
in her records and history, are at least treasured’
up in the hearts'of her members. Their hearts
make an indelible record of them in’their me-
mories, Cone 0 T mr
. There ara few. rian, whabave onmgpiddno mago|
prominence in the Church, that are so'dear toithe:
hoarts of thousands, g5, the Rey, Bthan Oshorn.,
He wng not widely known, but he was most deazly
boloved at home, Almost the only records that
were made of him were' made on the hearts’ to
whom he was endeared. - Hence sad thousands ol-
lacted to take the last look at his remains, and see
them deposited in that “house appointed for all
living”, OQur chutrches. have lost. men, whose
reputation was world-wide, and yet their fune-
rals failed to be attended by such a vast concourse
of sorrowing ones, as came to pay, the last
tribute to his memory: It was mo cold, formal
tribute, paid, because a great ‘man had fallen in
Israel, but it was the heart’s tribute—the sad office’
of affeation. L
The race of the Rev. Ethan Osborn was com-
paratively a long one: lacking but three months
and twenty days of being one hundred years.
His pastoral relation with the First Presbyterian
Church of Fairfield, New Jersey, continued from
1789 to 1844; and his ministerial career gver
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seventy years, So happy had béen his entire |

pastoral relation, that, I believe, I mgy in truth,
say, he died without an enemy, and almost all
tenderly loved him. His friends were confined to
“no singlé sect, for all esteemed him. The friends
of Jesus were his friends, The universal feeling
was, that he was a good man; as such all good
men loved and respected him, and no tongue durst
utter aught but his praise. It would have been
perilous to a man's reputation to have dons other-
wise. SR

As many have eulogized him, written and
epoken of his life, we will make & brief record of
the last months of his life, and of his death,

For some years past, owing to a fit of sickness,
his memory had so completely failed, that he had
scarcely any recollection of any thing earthly, ex-
cept those things which had"transpired in his
youthful days; even the number of his own chil-
dren were forgotten by him, but he never forgot
Jesus—he never forgot to pray, and pray very:
frequently—he never forgot to feel forsouls perish-
ing in sin, and to plead with and for them, His
intellectual man was greatly impsired: it wasa

mere wreck of what it had been; but hiaspiritual
man did not suffer by the infirmitics of extreme
old age. I believe that it is-an interesting fact,
that while extreme old age and its infirmities often
prostrate the intellectual powers, they seldom im-
pair the spirituality, It seetis to
against the ravages of time. - BRI
For nearly éighteen months prior to his death,
he was afflicted with restless and painful nights,
yet he never spoke a fretful or impatient word;
and when free from pain, he was so cheerful that
those who ooly eaw him ocoasionally  could
scarcely realize that he was a sufferer. " So- great
was his affliction, that he often. said, *Oh, T am
in a pitiful condition! Wearisome nights are ap-
pointed unto me, I am afflicted  like Job; but
Job’s friends stood aloof, while mine are always at
hand, and ready to do all they can to-alleviate
me.” B
Notwithstanding his age, infirmities and, shat-
tered memory, he not only remnembered - the. fast
days, appointed by the Church a fow months be-
fore his death, but he strictly observed them.
Having taken a. slight breakfast, he would take no
more food until night, and then very little. Being
unable to attend church, he spent the fast daysin
strictly devotional exercises, himgelf dirgcting the
portions of Seripture to read, the hymas to be sang,
and making some remarks. Some of the portions

of Scripture which he selected; wera “tho’ fifty-

2as

eighth of Isainh, and the seventh and eighith .

B3 proof

chapters of Jeremiah, and the first and third parts
of the fifty-fitst Psalm were sung.- o
. During the precious revival, with which God
was ‘pleased to bless the church of Fairfield the

, wintér-before his death, his heart was’ 50’ deéply
in’ the work, that at all hours in the ight, he | ungil he was invited to supper, when he promptly

might be heard pleading with God to carry on that
blessed work. . His spirit ‘was so-much in'the re-
vival,—ho was so’' much absorbed in it, that hé
really thought that  his bodily presence had been
in it. *Hence he wonld at times ‘tell -the family;
howhe ‘and the pastor of- the' church had con:
versed with the inquirers. - Dear man of God, it
wag not his fault, that' he was not' personally in
the work, pleading with sinners to be reconciled

i | to God, and pointing the inquirers to the Saviour:

His spirit wa'willing, it was only his flesh that
into the work—perhaps no one prayed more' fer-

was, higititénse interest for perishing gouls diove
sleep from his eyes, and ‘cansed him to spend the
silent, lonely hours of the ‘night wrestling” with
God. "The burden of souls-caused him to spend
many 2 sleepléss hour. ' Miy we not have the

“ag. o prince he had power with God, and pre-
vailed?” There may have been the seeret of some

It is mysterious; why one, who cmﬂdz not re-
member any thing worldly for five minutes, should
have remembered God’s glorions work in Fairton
so well. ' It shows where his heart was—what lay
nearest to it. The worth of souls, and their sal-
vation, had an interest to him far transcending all
earthly things. The glory of God, and his blessed

| cause, could not be.forgottén by him. They were
| too deeply engraven on“his heart to'be effaced in

time or in eternity.’ "

. We are informed, that, ©for some .months be-

| fore: his death, his" heart was vfonderfully'djra.w_rl
"{ out in prayer, for his neighbors, his church, the

neighboring churches, ‘and -for- ministers; ~and
many times throtgh the night his low voice could
'be hefird, pleading for them with tears.” =
* Agreat burden of his-prayets, until ‘a few weeks
previous to his death; was for the salvation of sin-
fiers; butthen God seemed to say to him, it is
endugh-—your work is doné—let them alone-—pre-
pare- to come home. - His'prayers henceforward,
were mostly for himself, that he might be freed
frot all sin; and fully prepared for Lis heavenly'

| vest. His last burden for others had been borne

—his agonizing prayer for them had been put up
~s=his work for ‘others was done. ' He Seems to
hear the call, come home, comé home. He appears
to see the peaceful harbor heaving in sight, and
he prépires to enter in. - Also the storms from the
adversary, which 'tsually assail the heavenly
mariner as he neiirs the port of ‘peace, began' to
descend pon him. The powers of darkness,
knowing that they have but a short time, give vent
to' their malics: They do:their worst, before he
i forever beyond theif resch—worry him, whom
they cannot devour. ThoSe malicious fiends are

the ddrk valléy in peace. (Tt seems to be 2 valley
peculiarly haunted by fiends.  Hence it is so fedr-’
ful to' pass through it; and fearful indeed is it to
that ‘Soul, who hss n6 Jesus with him-in'the val-
léy—no everlasting ‘arms around him and under.
neath him.) - He 'who has fought those wily fiends
miny a-had battle by the way, may expect ano--
ther at the end of ‘the way. «It is enough that
the servant be as his master;” the master had o
endure “the hour and the ‘power of darkiigss,”
just at the end. * Father O. had his dark Lours,’
when near the ‘end of his'race. Like his Master,
the powers of evil assailed him. He must have
one more victory before he enters into his rest.
But He, who had been with him through the long *
jotirney of life—He, who hath said, I will never |
leave thee, nor forsake thee,” did not forsake him
in-his Jast conflict with hismalighant foes—Jesus
was with him in the valley; and hence, he soon
came off ‘victorious—overcame them through the
blood of the Lamb, and could - " '
en e . St Smile at8atan’s rage.?”? L
Father 0. had conquered Satan, but he had not
conquered death, Befors that relentless enemy.
he fell; but-fell peacefully, joyfully, and in full
hope of that morning, when he will triumph even
over death. Tkie agoties of dissolvifg nature were
very severe, but it.was only palure that felt—
death.had no terrors for him.  His body was
racked with pain, but he had great peace in his
sbul—the everlasting arms were underneath him.
.ﬁ}?’é’“arg.informed:;by‘;that f_ﬁénd,;,who had. so
long, so kindly and ‘tenderly watched over: him,
#That on the last Sabbath of his life-he was very
restless. .On Monday he. was: better, and quite

| cheerful;’ but as usual a.restless night was ap-

pointed to. him. . On .Tuesday motning, after
taking some breakfast, he slept till toward noon.
When he came out of his room, he looked unlike
himself; his face was full, without a wrinkle, his.
eyes bright, and he walked erect, singing and re-
peating, ¢O happy, happy, my happy home! Oh;
what a glorious King is.J. esus! . ‘What 'words.can:
express’ the blessednéss of the saints in glory!
The apostle -John. saw them stand on a sea of:

transparent, yet they would not sink; and they
sang a new song.’ . 'With a great desl more in the
same happy strain.” - Another individual speak-.
ing of that same happy day, said, “He was sing:
ing all day, just-like a bird.” . .. o

. 4¢After dinner he sat with his head, and his

worgds were praises.
along with others. "~ S
- " Praise, everlasting praise be pa.id -
~_'Co Him who earth’s foundations Iaid;
Praise to the God whose strong decrees,
Sway the creation as he please.

He sang the following verses,

Pl praise my Maker with my lirea;;h,' v
:And when my voice is lost in death,

' Praise shall employ my nobler powers;
My days'of praise shall né'er be past,”
‘While life, and thought, and being last,

- Or immortality endures.

” Joy £ the world, the Loril is come,
"' “Let'edrth regeive her King;
Let every héait prepare him room,

And heaver snd natare sing.

s Join all the glorious names . -
. Of wisdom, love, and power, .
That ever mortals knew,
That angels ever bore ;. o
All are t6o mean to spealt his worth,
' 'Tao mean 1o set my Saviour forth.
0 glorious bour! YO blest abode!
© Tl'ghall be'néar; and like'my God;
And fiesh and sin po more.control
The sacred pleasures of the soul.

was weak. - P rhaps no one entered more heartily |

vently for-it.. 'Weak, infirm and afficted a3 -he |

of the church’s power with man.: - coe

e g T TeE & Bt oy goul pass Shvough

glass, which was both pure: and safe, perfectly.|

eyes fized upward, singing for two or three hours,
loud and tlear, without regard t6 time, but all the.

language of Stephen, ‘I see the heavens opeaed,

‘8 blessiig, he sang, (a thing, which ho had never |

’ happy. frame, and ‘several times reaested a favor-
“ite hymu to be sung: such. B
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- during no pain, and continued so_during all the

pleasure to believe, that in those sleepless hours, |

;

nor-of the will of the flesh; nor of the will of

- ““Ocoasionally he repeated passages of Soripture
In the same tone of voice; one of which was the

and the Son of man standing on the right hand
of God.” He took but little notice of any thing,

replied, ‘Yes, willingly- and -thavkfully.” He
drew his chair tothe table, and after having asked

Been known to do, when at the fable.) .

-+ My flesh shall slumber in the ground,
~’Till the last trumpet’s joyful sound ; _
 Then burst the chains wifh swéet surprise,

7+ Andin my Saviour'simidge rise.?
.- #“During the evening he continued in the same
g, :
- “How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lozd, -

Is Iaid for your faith in his excellent.word! : -

What more, can he say.than to you lie hath sai

,,who ‘unto Jesus: “have fled. > | .

Aftefjvg:d,;- fvl:itenﬂraci(éd bn a bed of ._pain,»this
same hymn was sung in his presence, and he. at
once became calm and “peaceful, as though. en-

time of singing the hymn.. It seemed to soothe
and ease the agonies of the.body. = .. - . .
- On that happy Tuesday evening, “Having re-
tired to-bed, he repeated. the words of Watts, in
his Divine Somgs, . .. .., . . .
' £ Not more than others I deserve,
Yet God hath given me more; . -
For I have food while others starve,
-Or beg from' door to door.’ i
“He then for some time spoke of the many bless.
ings hehad enjoyed through life, and closed with the
words: ¢My early home was'a very pleasant one,
and since I left my father’s house, the Tines have
fallen to mein pleasant placés,’ &. . Through the
niglhit he slept but little, and oftén spoke of his
children and relatives. _
~ “The next day he slept_easy during the most
of the forenoon, after which his restlessness re-
turned with a difficulty of breathing. His phy-
siciin gave him medicine, which relieved. his
breathing, but nothing could esse his distress.
' About twelve o’clock that night, he expressed his
belief, that }ié should soon have a happy release
from pain‘and sin; and spoke words of comfort to

his_ family. From that tide, though he tried to |

-speak, we could only distinguish Such words as,
‘Jesus—triumph-—joyful—heaven opened—saints
in bliss—mysteries revealed—glorious manifesta-
tions,” and other expressions of like character,
showing that though he had intense bodily suffer-
ings, “his peace was as a river” At one time
being heard to say, ‘The valley—the shadow,” he
was asked is the Shepherd with you in the valley?
Ha replied at intervals, ¢ Yes—good Shepherd—
Jesus—Deliverer—faithful to the end.’

“Friday morning, he expressed the dosire to
depart and be with Christ. He then made a
strong effort to address those around him, saying,
My Christian _friends, for the last time’— but
nothing more could,be understood.” ’

-, Dowbless, Giod, angsls gnd spirite, of jush men |25 T o o v R

miadé perfoct uiderstood more. It was his last
address, short indeed, bug; the will was taken for
the deed, and he was taken home. Truly «his’
rifing passion was strotig in death.” Aud what
was that passion? It'was the passion of a Chris-
tian. ' His last audible words showed what lay
earest hisheart. -

In'view of his happy, triumphant deatli, whois
not ready to exclaim, ‘“Let me die his death, and
lét my last end be like his; let my last utterances
be like his.”” Reader; would you not rather die
his death, than that of the greatest statestan our_
céiiﬁ:t;fyvhds“évéit lihbw;f? ‘Would you not rather
have your last words like his, than like any of
earth’s great ones?  Would you not? To die his
death, you must live his life,

e was a Christian. Tt was his greatest honor,
that he was a Christian. . AS the Christian minis-
tr'y was the greatest honot that could be conferred
o him on earth, he delighted in it, and in'its
duties: Tt ‘was his delight to ‘presch Christ, and
him crucified—to warn men to “ flee from the wrath
to-come,” and to Jead them to submit to  Christ.,
Hence that Jesus, whom he delighted $o honorin
his life, did not forsake him in death, but sustained |
him, comforted him and honored him in death,
and will honor him ‘in_eternity. Reader, would
you have the samé honors in death, and 'in eter-
nity?" If 5o, follow him s he followed Christ.

, . JAuEs Bogas.

L Korthe Amenesn Prosytaran.

¢+~ REGENERATION. ,
The inspired definition of this great change
of ‘moral chatacter' and disposition, which cur
Redeemer -has assured ‘us is essential 1o enter-
ing the kingdom of God, (John iii. 8—5,) is;
that we-are ““Born: (or. begotten) ‘not of ‘blood,

man, but of God.” (John i. 13; James i 18.)
As “the carnal mind. (or will of the natural
man) is enmity against God,—is not-subject to
his law, ‘neither .indeed can-be,” (Rom. viik: 7))
it'must be considered a§ opposed to that. change
which: consigts in reconciliation to God’s law:
How, then, can ‘we consider ‘‘this birth (to be)’
voluntary” on-the part of the uatural or carnal
man ?.; - Moreover, if it .is.s0, iz'he not -borw or
bégotten, in.part at least, “of the will of man,”
which is contrary to Johni. 137 If this change
is voluntary-on the ‘part of -the natural man, as
the change is of a holy nature, the will -of the
natural man’ must be holy; which'is to suppose
that s corrupt’ tree can yield good frait. To
will or desire a. holy change, is itself Loly will-
ing or desiring. - It appears to be both most
rational and scriptural to consider the ‘carnal
will as opposed to the“change, until actually
changed by the Holy Spirit of God. If other-
wise, what necessity is there for a change ?

- BEvery Christion, indeed, is “willing to be
such,” but no man is willing to be a trae Chris-
tian until the day of Christ’s regdnerating
power. (Ps.cx.8.) "'he unrenewed may have
a selfish desire for what thﬁéy?éd})jidéé to be ne-
cessary to their salvation, but a Wiliingneés to
be a real Christian is a willingness to be holy,
and can never be the exercise of an unholy heart.
As no animal exercise or funetion can precede
the principle of animal life, so no ‘spiritual ex-
ercige or function can precede the principle of
spirituaf life, imparted’ in regeneration by the
Holy Spirit of God. The carnal mind, so far
from co-operating with the Holy Spirit in the
simple act of regeneration, acts in opposition,
if at all, until it is actuslly regenerated... -As
the moral character of the human mind must be

‘not becanse of their own
‘| ingness, but because ‘“‘they-were ordained to

;| Rravity, and the enmify bf ¥ho
| against God; /if thie“Turd lﬁd never choose

1 his wiind goes fast dsleep. - -

form this offce well

either carn
effected by the Spirit to befinstantencous.

‘Tn this case, the infinite and sovereign grace
of God precedes. “We _him because he
first Ioved us,” and chose B in Christ Jesus,
‘‘before the foundation of the world.” (Eph. i.
8.) In harmony with thi,é{piecidus.truth, we

‘are informed that some .of the hearers of the

rather than others,

gospel at Antioch believedrather than others
jsuperior virtue or will-

wan’

Xl

eternal life.” (Acts xiii. 48, See Actsxvi. 14.)

' Lydia’s willingness to receive the truth of the

gospel in the love of it, was the effect of the
Lord’s opening her heartfo.do so. | Tt is true,
indegd, that we have mievidence that the
Lord has chosen us, until we, by renewing grace,”
have actually chosen him. | ¥et, such is our de-
‘ ] carnal- mind

us, to: save by regencratilg. power; until we
choose him, we should never choose him..  Our
carnal minds. are so at enmity with God, we
should. always prefer, sinto.holiness, snd the
world to God, to our justand eternal condemna-
tion. . “If any man is in (Christ he is a mew
creat,di:e;; ..0ld.things. are . ﬁﬁéﬁed away; behold
all things, are become new; .and ALL. (the)
THINGS ARE OF Gtop.” (2 Qor:v. 17, 18.)

“Respectfully submitted TR

G.

- CONVERSATION. AND ‘READING.
- “An English writer, from ‘Whom -you published
an interesting - extract in-one of your late issues;
Mr. Editor, complains of deficlency, in- the conver-

-sational faculty, among the #omen of our time.. - -

- This deficiency<s nnéobvi.éﬁ's fact to-many minds;
and his attributing it to-thesglose studies at home
after school hours, to which yoang women are’
often subjected, is, to a’ o hidegqufg; @iouliﬁles’s
just. - Bugithere.are'tterg perating against
the acquirement; on their pgth of 'conversatishal:
ability ; and one of very considerable potency, we
take to be the unfortuﬁuta;dﬁpési@ion and practice
with young women to devoté most of their spare
time to works of fiction. - ¥ - 0 o o

It will surprise him whofor a moment reflects
how large an amount of thirsubstance or shadow,
rather, may be taken' into - § e mind iﬁthdut"ahy
perceptible increase in‘its growth.. The literature
of fiction yields, unquestiondbly; a large amount
of excitement of a certain kind.- Like someother
stimnlants, however, it leavestits victims in a state
of mental vacuity. = If it hafipens dt times to par-
take less of the senéationufype,' we shall find it
still wanting in-all those'qualities hest calculated

| either to-enlarge, to invigotate, or- to! enrich the

mind. Fiction is essentially- unsuggestive, and
instéad of stimulating i;hé‘»ﬁhii’zikidg or the reason-

| ing faculties, actﬁallyidispogép to~-s’cin‘1nplency’ an'si

languor. - - R S R
‘In the “Book: Table” of dueof our publie jour=
nals; we find the following tgh rks on a new work

of - the story are fitted -to “apch -other with much
skill of- literary joinery, and" inasmuch as-the' au-
thor is a merciful man, and ‘has* readers also' who
oﬁglit to be merciful; and-can’ make his characters’
turn out'as he pleases, we have aliways the com-
fortable “assurance from :the start; ot taking up
oné of hisbooks} that-all the' persons‘to whom we’
are introduced will come out right; and that what-
ever ‘the complications ‘and catastrophes may be
or may-thréaten, the curtain will descend -at the’
last page on'at’least a‘dozen most blissful weddings
with spinster aunnts and “bachelor uncles; all rich”
and * good-natured;- and’ overflowing equally with
love, friendship, and felicity; so it is in the book
before us, and if the -people who are therein- de-
scribed ‘did not live together comfortably after he
left them, it was not because our’excellent duthor’
had ‘not doné them the very amplest -justice, in
making them all both good and lucky before thoy
passed from his hands!? < . . = s -
This certainly -hits off
nent-features of a vast nynibe; ] ich
50 hjross the leistiteynforthnitely, of the yoing
women 'of the present day.” "Lt is plain that books
of “this character are better.calculated  to- satisfy,
than to stifiulate the mind: e :
The reader finds in ‘their perusal everything

;shi:gppily- the: proml-
r of the hovkswhich

finished to his hand. - Allis pérformed by the au-'
thor, and that so thoroughly, that the reader hss-

only to keep his eyesdpen; it will be just as well if

- There may be, and:doubtless are exceptions, but

‘| as far as we have observed, we have géierally

found those minds the most insipid ‘and hollow
which have imbibed the most of this food: -

- Fiction even if it-doés ot contaminate, inother
words, if: it'be what is called moral iﬁéﬁon; ‘Brings
little indeed; we"think; either+to warm the ‘heart
or elevate the sentiments.! I

That class of fietion termed thebest by some—-

we riean that which is based on the actual-persons;
or events of Historic-record—yields but nieagre re-
turns ‘for his ‘perusal, Who seeks to enrich his
Vm"emo‘xv‘y ‘with
of conversation, For oYM 8alife o real know-:
ledge, he'will find that the license ‘asually taken’

with facts, and the'false lights which it throws]

over characters and scenes, but lead to béWiIder
and dazzle the blind; and thie ‘to such a degree
as to wake it scarcely doubtful if it be nota serious’
wisfortune, that the actual facts; events, and per-
sonages of history should ‘ever hate been pressed
into the serviee of fiction.” ~ - ¢

It has' been wittily and trily said, that no

watches so thoroughly deceive us“as' those which |

are sqmetimes right.- Could dnything be more ap-
plicable than this, to what are ‘usually ‘dénomi-
nated “historical novels?" et

Trath to all, but_prominently to' thé young, is |
| of the most vital  importance; and the real and |-
practical in 2l periods of life, and for all purposes, | ...

aré of vastly higher value than the romantic and
the visionayy. Besides, the“ii'factiée in’ early, life,
of reading for the meré amusement of the fivey;

. . .. . L ,«
 inevitably leads to the ultimate avoidance of read-
ing whatever fails to amuse.3They who enter-on

life accustomed to naught:¥yt #ifling and shs
themes, will grapple-deluctantl, indeed, With
those of real solidity and‘fmpofance, when thess;
a8 they must, present themselves in their turn.
Works of fiction, it might' be supposed, would.
furnish. conversation, if not ‘with others, at.least
with those who are themselves acéustomed to their
perasal, but strange to say fiction doés not even per-
_ . The leading hits, the s
points of: a :few, .or. of -a. pamber..of . quai
striking characters, startling” adventures, or wild
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opice safely. siffied to tho purposes | g <ou being carried 6 ther house appointed’
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al or spiritnal, o uppose the change |

scenes, by repetition, soon 'pall on‘ the’ minds’ of

| those to whom, from’ previous perusal, they are

already familiar; and we.can searcely congeive,of
a more dreary punishment than that of two. con-
firmed novel readers, condemned exclusively. to
each other's ‘society for any length of ‘time, with
1o other ‘mental aliment t : the {é—hashjvhifi:_ﬁf
their memories might be able . to reproduce from
this unsubstantial source. P
~ The readers of fiction, as'a -general thing, sur-
render themselves entirely to its dramatis personce
and the scenes described, while the author of the
illusion with all his creative power, holdg nothing
like so. important a: place. in. their estimation-as
puoch bears, in- relation to: his puppets, in- the
minds ‘of* Ais auditory, or the cook, who farnishes
savory vianidy, i the mind of the épicure, |
Nothing can come of nothing;. and how.shonld
the power. of :conversation, which ‘is in: itself an
elegant as well as'a ugéful art, be the resalt of a
mental training like this? = =
We have kuown a certain species of conversa-
tion to grow out of a coristant feasting on facetious
fiction, if that can: be ‘calléd “conversation, which
is,composed. almiost solely of; light and laughible
anecdotes, bon mots and puns..'We have oceasion-
ally met. persons addicted to a habit.of this kind,
who,, ever_ straining .after something fardieal: or
funny,, seemed  to imagine. .that ceaseless . cachina-
tion.was the.end and, aim.of all;social intercourse;
and ;that ‘to be able to maintdin- perpetaal hilarity.

| wherever they appeared, was toshine:. But inany

circle, aneedotes introduced neither for embellish-
ment nor _ilI_uspraﬁOtx ,;but-as ,,i;,hp ‘staple of talk, by.
Bo 5,tqu{n§ ;make a bedrable entertainment, much:
less . conversation;.exeept for the shortest -possible
period. .of -time; or .for the most frivolous of all
vapid people., . ol il s g
.. Xt were a most valuable .service. to the young;
Mr. Editor, for-some -one of sage..experience: in:
the. volume of life and; in.books, to present. some
ygige pogggg}igggphg gej,ggtixog,;;aﬁ works. suitable to
develop and energize the mind; and to enrich. the
memory with thoughts, ideas, and. themes adapted
to-occasional -and varied conversation, ' The sub-
jeot seems. to us. well worthy a volume; ‘but if

| some one or more; sir, of your own able editorial

staff could be.induced to devote the time requisite
fo.a seti_es,of_ghor_t; articles .in. your columus, on
helps to. conversation,. -they icould. not fail of
awakening interest,.or.of being alike welcome and
useful. - RS SRR AU
There. are some, it is: true, on.whom . the. best
precepts and. thesagest.advice are ds treasures cast
upon quicksands, always lost. ;But.there are'others
‘among, your youth of.generous impulses, and with
a)ljd_engg_dle‘s_iire,si for; improvement, on" whom - a few
well-digested. hints of .this nature.would by no.
means,be thrown away. M.

“a

“.:7 &« For the:American Presbyterian.

Sabath.

acquainted with Bible history, that it was evi-
dent his;parents were doing their duty:towards
him jn:the important matter of home: religions

instroction, . - . : SRR TN

A "

. He lived near, me, and. s, his, fathe

......

both possible and & good thing, to be faithful in

forward, and to “let your light shine” more
luminously. A few.evenings since, .that father

went_across the street to see a sick neighbor,
on¢ who had kept his roum.for fonr long years.

was the home of the faithful, praying Christian
father that ‘night. .- The wife ‘was :{here, bowed
with grief, the children all mourning, and kind
friends were there, treading noiseléssly through

ing tothe cars all that'was mortal of him, who,"

one week before, went in fall health and vigor:

across the street to pray with his sick neighbor.

|-~ A sorrowful party accompanied that stricken

family to a town“in' the ‘interior to ‘bury that
beloved husband and father. ~- » B

- He had come home from his business feeling
ill, the next -evening after his-visit to the sick

| neighbour, and in less than five: short days his

gpirit went to heaven, having left earth within
a few hours of the departure of his neighbor
across the way. e

< "When he found he was dying, his pastor:was

{sent for, to whom he gave the blessed evidence

that all was peace.

* Is not this a solemn call to yo
16°be faithful in the instruction’o
at all times, never waiting until they grow olfler,
until their minds are better suited to receive in-

straction’; for like the quiet, faithful parent men-’

tioned above, one short week from to-day ‘may

for all the living? ' Have yon a sick neighbor?
Don’t wait until he grows worse, to be sent for,
but go at once, and perform your duty as a
Christian to him—a faithfal prayer and conver-
sation with him may be blessed to the saving of
his soul, ‘and ‘you and he may have the blessed.
privilege of entering heaven together. In a
single word, it may be too late. You may be
' mofe of earth. BRI
“Brethren the time is short,”—* Therefore
be._ye steadfast, unmovable, always- abounding.
in.the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
A . G W. M.

_ . - KEYS OF THE HEARTS. « ...
* There is a key to every man’s heart—though'
some have combination locks, and it requires both
skill and’ patience, to open them. Yet in every
man’s heart—as in that tiny mechanism of. Swiss
invention—there sleeps a little bird of song, which,
can you but learn to wind it aright; will start up

‘haye been- taught.of God. It is'worth years of
toil to teach that bird the song of heavenly love,
¢All the little mean work of our nature,” says

housekeeping, “all  the  little mean- work of our

| febs to be interested. We do not suffer our wean- |
'pess -to come to the light even of our own con-

sciousness—if we' can "help that.  But When we

ness, giving way to some prejudice against others,

L

' inventing excuses for disregarding them——however

.

- has been the presence of foreign or mercenary

. “BRETHREN, THE TIME I$ SHORT.”
A bright'intelligent Ind of '3 in one of our,

schiool classes in this city, answered the
questions of his teacher 50 readily, was so ‘well

o1y . 5. | er was &
quiet reserved man, belonging to. the charch, bus.
not known:as, prominent at all, I felt that it was.

the more retired duties of life; as:well as to be.

He prayed with the sick man, and left him.. One;
week after that evening the sick man, had died.
and was buried, and a dark and desolate place too

Your children |

at your call and imitate the notes of luve that you|.

Mrs. Stowe, applying to -the heart a figure from |

pature is. generally done. iti- & small, dark- closet, |
just a little back”’ of the subject in which we pro-|
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plausible-al] this may seem’:to us—it. is- a most
unliappy: fratie’of - mind—this'is not love at work
~—but.gome lurking selfishneéss; in the dark closet,
is pulling: the wires, confounding moral distinc-
tions,/and perverting all ‘ good and generous affec-
tloms,: - .t ta e T T

.. -, THE ITALIAN QUESTION. = -
.+ Eyery item of news from Europe seems to. indi-
cate that this question, just now the most absorb-
ing -in the. political circles of the Continent, ap-
proaches a crisis. What the: solution of it will be,
no human foresight . seems to be able to -divine.
It may be.in. favor of “liberty,” and. open the
way for the spread of th®. truths of the Christian
religion, and, the enfranchisement of the human
mind; and it may. also be the opposite,.and rivet
the fetters of despotism more firmly than ever
over;the Ttalian people. - .. - " o . .
- The active elements of the solution seem to be
the following: the London Morning Post of Feb.
3, says that «“a 'virtual alliance has been effected
between England -and. France, for the settlement
of :Ttalian -affairs;*mot -by: treaty, but *from- the
*force of - circumstances, and:that it already begins
t0 produce its consequences—-that'it is determined
“that no intervention shall take place-in Italy, and
that the peaple shall be left to their own deviges:
The: French:troops are to- be: withdrawn from

northern:Italy and -from Rome at a convenient
“opportunity.”’  Now, if this resolution can-be ad-
bered to,.it is evident that the question would
soon work out its own solution. The curse of Ttaly

troops, keeping the people in subjection to their
-rulers. - “Left to‘herself, she would. before this

time have been fréé and united; and will how soon
inevitably and surely be free and united, if the
resolution of France and KEugland can be.main-
taioed. o C .

.- But there are elements of opposition to contend
with,.the effect of which cannot be foreseen or cal-
culated. The Pope has come to a full stop, and

“apparently made up his mind to die by it, or to
remain as he is—in possession of his temporal
power—Ilike the fat woman and the police-officers,

-when she sat down, and said, “Well, if you want

‘anything of me, or want me to go anywhere, you

-must move me.”  He does not gertainly mean to

‘give . up any of his provinces; indeed, he is in
danger of becoming very conscientious, and saying,
“They belong to the Church and not. to me, and
I cannot consent to give them up; it is impossible.”
In this state of mind on the part of:the old wan,
no, solution of the Ttalian question is feasible, but
a violent ones . It-will be necessary to foree him,
or hé will do nothing in the premises. . The Em-
peror’s advice he will not take. .

" But force applied in such a case is a dangerous
experiment.. It may be fatal in many ways. Arch-
bishop Hughes says there is: ““a key which, if the
‘Pope only touches it with one.of his little fingers;
would convulse kingdoms and provinges;”. and,
from the-state of things in France, it would seem
as if the Pope will not fail to touch,shés key, if it
becomes necessary to his interests 0. doso. Louis
Napoleon is a shrewd man, but he may find the
elements of strength brought against him more
formidable than he supposes. Let us see what
they are. There: are eighty bishops and ‘arch-
‘bishops—several of the latter being cardinals, and
holding:seats-as members of the ¢ Senate;” - there
are forty:thousand: priests, or cures, and assistant
cures, who have eharge of parish churches and
“ ghapels-of-ease;"” -there’ are forty seminaries of
learning; of various: grades, in which there is &

" large numbEr‘of students, diréctly under the con-
trol of the priests and bishops; besides, there is an
increased ‘and inereasing number of monks-and
nuns in the religions: houses; in a word, Catholi-
cism. at - this-moment is -In a -better - sitnation to
make a struggle for any of its favorite-aims, more
formidable and successful; than at- any time since
the ‘conclusion of the first- Napoleon’s days. ~ It
has spread: its-roots, strengthened itself, and flou-
rished to.a wonderful extent.. It knows its power,

and evidently rejoices in it - It-is even confident
‘and menacing, naintaining a-bold front and a de:
-termined .position; and this has never been more
clearly manifested than during the last fow weeks.

-.The danger of the Pope’s losing :the Romagna
seems to have been the oceasion of all its' threaten:-
ing demonstrations, and is earnest. - Every possi-
ble engine of disturbance seems to have been put
in motion, for the purpose of making a formidable
opposition. - Addresses to the Pope have becn pre-
pared and:signed by huundreds of ‘thousands -6f
men and women of all classes.  These addresses
have been published .and widely circulated, with,
the purpose of encouraging those who sympathize
in the' movement. Theif servility is extreme and
surprising, even for the Ultramontane clergy of

] . ¥rance;:in fact, to any.one who cherishes personal
the housé.- - They had ¢ome to assistin convey:|

self-respect, the sentiments they express . are. re-
volting. We. give a few sentences from. one .of
them: ““Your rights do not come from man; you
did not acquire them by vévlence or iniguity. , You:
are the most legitimate and Zindest sovereign on
the carth.  What your people suffer ought not to
be imputed to_you, but to themselves, and those
who seduce them. For ourselves, your Freich
children, we believe that your authority cannot be
defined, except by yourself; and we accord to you
all-the rights which you give yourself. “'Who more
than-you. will love justice, respect: the people’s

" rights, and cherish the poor? Your independence

is the salvation of human liberty. 1f the Pope
was 1o longer king, the cross would be torn from
every crown, and nothing could save the world,
which would soon return tothe worship of idols.
O Father! 'O King! O most holy and' immorta]
vietim! - On our knees, full of faith, full of love,
we beseech. your benediction, which strengthens
our souls”? oo e oo
Tn.addition to this, many pastoral addresses and
pamphlets, evidently from-clerical pens, have been
published and circulated through the-whole em:
pire, caleulated to:inflame the passions of the fa-
patic; 'and . encourage resistance.

i

and-even in the United- States—with how much
effrontery ‘and ‘bad logic, we have shown on a
former gceasion. - .- B ~

Now, this seems clearly to indicate a disposition,

on the ‘part of the French Catholics, not -to sur-

render: the temporal -power of the Holy Father
without an effort to: preserve it, if possible.  Whe-
ther the: Emperor will 'be so kind as to concede to
John Hughes: the “ten years’” he demands for
the friends of the Pope to make provision for him,
before ‘he leaves him to the tender mercies of his!
own people—the people to whom he has been such
a kind-and -exdellent father, according to his ear-
nest adulators among the French clergy—we pre-
tend not to determine. He seems, however, to
accept, not unwillingly, the conditionsof the-fight.
He has silenced the Ultramontane paper; L’ Uni-
vers; in Paris; and. though we have been told it

‘| will .be transferred to' Brussels and continued, it

will be easy to keep-it-out of France in ‘any quan-
tities.- - Single copies may-be smuggled in in spite
of -the police, but they will necessarily be single
ones, and- hence effect but little, in comparison
with what it-might havé done, but for his inter-

_ dict. - «Jle has, besides this; more -than intimated

to the Pope his intention of defending him only
in the-city. of Rome, or of ‘withdrawing his troops
entirely. . It:is even: stated-that” Civita Vecshia is
being fortified, with the express view of there sta-
tioning the- troops which have so long occupied
the city of Rome, and enabled the Pope to live in
the Vatican; go that they may be ready to operate
anywhere, as'required in the progress of the dis-’
Pu;e. L [ o " R .

In the-meantime, an outbreak -has been threat-
ened in the city of Rome itsclf; and it has become
necessary:to patrol the'streets at midnight, in

‘ " ‘order. to” prevent mischief—clearly‘indicating that .
‘Ifind -ourselves parrying off sonie appeal-for -kind: |

the Pope’s" subjects: :differ; in. opinion. with .the’
French prelates, on the subject of his government

a

Sympathy is;.
_ sought, too, and has been expressed ‘in Ireland;- .

e

and the paternal protection which he gives to the
poor. Surely, there are enough of them, in all
consclence, under his eye, to excite his compassion
and call out the kind feelings of his excellent
heart. And their cries are importunate, likewise,
enough to move him to action; if he be so kind
and- benevolent. : ~
In. Naples, the tyranny is becoming every day

more.grinding and intelerable, causing the op-
pressed to pray almost for a return of the days of
the infamous Bomba. "How long they will be able
to tolerate it, and not strike, ever when the iron
ig forced into their very:bones, o one can predict;
but if the North and South unite. in one vigorous
effort for liberty and union, the poor old feeble
Pope will be able, with all his friends, to make but
little resistance: He'is trying; in the meantime, to
stir-them up by allocutions-and encyclical letters to
do something—what, he:probably does not himself
clearly perceive—only he means to wait, and if he
cannot uphold bis temporal power, be buried under
ite roing. L

It is also said that Savoy is to be ammexed to
France; if so; then the word will go forth to the
provinces of nerthern Italy, “ Annex to Sardinia.”
And if it is to be left. to the people to say who
shall rule them, Vietor Emanuel will soon find
his sway extending over the whole of the beautiful
peninsula. - ‘Our Arch. John says, “There was a
king of -Rome: who did not-reign;” but he is not

'£Ure, mov ate we; that there: will not soon be one

who will do t,.even to- the. Eternal City itself.
Things, certainly, at.this moment, favor such an
idea. e

IR - Christian Intelligencer.

WHAT 18 AN INFIDEL?

There seems o be a determination, on the
part of a certain class of thinkers-and writers,
to paganize our language. They have thought
it good for themselves to remounce, or stand
aloof from, Christianity. But they dislike to
be called infidels. We do not wonder at their
dislike.- The word has not a pleasant sound.
It is & name which associates the wearer thereof
with persons whose memory.has no very sweet
savor with a large part of the community. But
we canunot consent to the transubstantiation of
a word, so as to give us an entirely new mean-

¢

ing with the same vocalization.

*.The word infidel is an old word in our lan-
guage: . It is-found in the Hoglish Bible, and
there expresses the sense in which it has ever
since been current—an unbeliever in the Chris-
tian'religion.  “‘Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with' unbelievers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with worighteousness? and
what communion: hath light with darkness? and
what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what
part_hath he that believeth with an.infidel?”
2 Cor. vi. 14—16. The same word (apistos)
is rendered - ‘‘nnbeliever” in the first, and “in-
fidel” in the last clause. - It"would not be diffi-
cult: to. show .that this has been the generally
accepted signification of the. word.

There are two ways in which the established
use of the term has been struck at, The Latin
infidelis means  “unfaithful.” Some writers
have undertaken to turn the English substantive
into-an adjective, with the Latin sense. When
a man of some’ notoriety as a professional phi-
lanthropist was called an infidel, his friends voei-
ferated, “Infidel to what? ' In what lawful re-
lation has he -been unfaithfal ?” Perhaps they
did not know that they were talking nonsense,
but it requires some charity to think so.

.7 Asmore: usnal policy‘is-sto-treat.the imputa-

tion of infidelity as ‘implying atheism, and to
answer. it by proof that the person so described
is a"theist. - But everybody knows Tom Paine
as ‘an ‘infidel, and Voltaire- as another, though
neither of them was an atheist. * Or, the appel-
lation is:-assumed to charge declared-irreligion
—hostility to religion—and is met with proofs
of .- reverential "disposition; kind’ temper, and
decorous: speech; -as-if a man could not reject
Christianity, and still have praiseworthy traits
of character,: R S

-:Mr. Bayard Taylor recently eulogized Baron
Humboldt’s religious’ character. He admitted
that.the great’man was ot a Christian in his
faith. and worship, but maintained that his na-
tural piety was' pure and powerfal enough to
dispense with the help of the gospel. What
‘Mr. Taylor’s religious opinions are, we do not
know, nor: are we concerned to inquire. - Per-
haps he thinks the Christian religion necessary,
or, at least, highly advantageous, to ordinary
mortals. Buf he evidently thinks that some
men are quite ‘as well off without' it ‘as with it.
He .insists, however, that he was “defending
Humboldt from the. charge of infidelity,” by
“stating his belief that a deep religious feeling
formed the basis of: his character.” Buat Mr.
Taylor, in his ‘travels ‘abount the world, and in’
his- converse with " literature, must have found
out’long ago that’a kind of religions sentiment
utay exist without a Christian belief. Hvery
human ‘being has religious instinets. _ Shelley
not only rejected; but reviled the~gosp§l. But
be has been called a “natural devotee.” Was
Humboldt ‘anything more? *He that is not
with'me;” said Jesus, “is against me.” There
is no exception; even for a’ Hamboldt: If he
did not believe in the truth and authority of the
Christian religion, he was an infidel.

" It issaid jsometimes that the term is one of
reproach. - It may be so, but whose fault is
that? The term merely states a fact. If the
opinion of the commaunity concerning infidels as
a class is not flattering to them, the opinion has
been formed with no want of opportunity to
estithate correctly the value of their services to
society. Those who think fit to cast in their
lot with them, must be content to bear the re-
proach, until they can wipe it out by demon-
strating, if they can, that the world is better off
without than with the gospel.—Examiner.

. ... FAMILY CULTURE.

The Rev. Dr. Tyng is discussing topies per-
tdining to Sunday-schools in familiar letters to the
Independent. The doctor’s last letter gives the
following. timely hints coneerning family culture:

"% Many families have.I seer who were fized in
the sentiment, that the Sunday-school was not
needful for their children, and that even greater
benefits would be lost by sending them thither. .
The simple result has been, that these children,
though in some cases belonging to Christian pa-
reats; and I believe conscientiously instructed at
home, have'grown up free from any influence of
mine, or of the ministry, or of desire therefor,
and, as a rule, voluntary strangers in maturity to
the blessings of a day and a church which they
had never been accustomed to love in their youth.

‘1 have mourned over this error in occasionsal de-

terminations with.exceeding sorrow—longing to

see every child and youth in the Church in actual,

constant connection with blessings which I have

been perfectly convinced could elsewhere never be .
supplied. I would entreat Christian parents to-
feel and to consider rightly upoun this subject; aqd

while in their prayers and efforts at home and in

secret, they seck for the highest spiritual welfare

of, their children, to_perceive and acknowledge

how blessed add valuable is that helpful ageucg

which the good providence of God has prepared

for their aid and success in the Sunday-school.”

DATLY DUTIES.

Sum up at night what thou hast done by day;
© 7" And in the morning what thou hast to do.
i -Dresy and undress thy soul. ' 'Watch the decay
“And growth of it. If with thy watchy that too .
Be down, then wind up both. , Since we shall be,
i Most surely judged, make thy izcéomit:s:flgire/e.
C o HERBERT.



