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T0 MY "MOTHER.

#If we suffer, we shall also reign with Hing,”? '

Ah, yes! I know the way .

Is ofttimes very weary—not a ray

Of God’s own blesged sunlight seems to shine
Upon this path! this tear-stained path of thine.

Then all the world is drear!
Doubt and temptation ! —dark distressing fear—
- Rude, rugged roughness; for thy bleeding faet; .
Sad sorrow’s stormy tempests *round thee beat,
In thy great grief alone,
. List'ning the wild wind’s wailing, monmful moan!
- | 'I'hat tearful sound of sighing for the past,
His precious dreams, oh God! too bright to last.

»

I know, for I have dwelt :

‘Where came that dreary darkness that 18 felt!
1 know it all—the suffering, plercing pain!
That ery of anguish o’er love’s broken chain.

I know the withering blight—
B The eager soul-sick longing for the light1’
.  Thataching void! the erown of thoras, all, all!
f.  Alone! Oh Christ, the worm-wood and the gall!

~  Oh! broken-hearted ons!
. Listen, *tis but the echo of His tone—
¢« Bloi! Eloil lama sabacthani!®
Forsaken! oh, my Father! Why, oh why?

Thou holy Son of God,

Tears for the painful pathway Thou hast trodl
Nearer to Thee! oh sinless, suffering onel

Here we can say—* Father! thy will be done.”” -

-

Not now a weary way-— )

His voice, His hand, His counsel day by day! -

‘With Thee, oh Christ, our willing steps we bend—

Bright heaven of joy, our home is at the end!
Inpra.
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NO MORE.
BY nomm.

Sweet friend, the paths which we have loved, .
By forest, glade, and shore,

Where oft at sunset we have roved,
Sball greet our steps no more.

The raceway by whose grassy brim
The tall gray willows bent—

‘While from beyond the Pequest's kymn
Made music as we went.

The leaves that danced all tremblmgly,
1n summer’s merry mood;
Pale flowers that lifted starry eyes,

Beneath the grave old waod.

i

The level whence some cheerful tone
Shouted across the wave;

And rocks, from lofty vme~wreathed throne,
Their mysm: answers gave.

The foamy sheet that leaped the ledge,
Falling where wild flowers grew;
Decking each snowy petal’s edge
With drops of silver dew,

Moss-pinks beside the river-swells,
‘While high as eye could turn,
" Were crags o’erhung with crimson bells,
Aund fringed with plumy fern.

The mount whose green and graceful dome
Such hidden meaning wore;

Bearing aloft, through sun and gloom,
Its changeless word « No more.” ™~ = "3

No more, where night-swung branches nod; -
Shall heart commune with heart— i
Life's checkered paths must stiil be.trod,
- But thou and I apart. )

- For the American Presbyterian,

LETITER FROM CHINA.
OONFUCIUS.,

Tu the petty kingdom of Lu in the fmoderu

- provinos of Shantung, China, there appeared
} about 2408 years ago, a personage whom the Chi-
-nese delight to henor more than any other man.
Confucius was born, according -to the commonly

| received chronology, 549 or 550 years before
- Christ, or about the time that Cyrus the Great
 became King of Persia. He was contemporary
| with Ezra and’ Pythagoras. During his life the
b Jews returned from the Babylonian captivity to
the land of Palestine, Greece was invaded - by the
 hosts of Xerxes, and Egypt was conquered by

the forees of Persia; all memorable events in his-|

‘tory, and marking the era of the Chinese sage.
The father of Qonfucius was a district magis-
trate. Dying when his son was three years old,
 he committed the superintendence of his eduea-
txon to his mother. She seemed to have taken
great care to nstill into hig youthful mird a love
of study and a profound regard for. niorality.
During his childhood and youth, Confucius wis
premarkable for his peculiarly grave behavior, and’
or his ardent attachment to the precepts and
stoms of more ancient times. He.was not ne~’
pstomed to engage in the sports and plays com-
hon among boys of his age, but preferred to spend
s time in the study of moral and political seience.
: e was greatly respected by hiy fellow townsmen
n account of the extent-of his learning and’ the
ixtraordinary features of his character. At the
arly age of seventeen he received an appointment
0 a subordmate office in the revenue- department
b his native state.
He began firat to attract the attention of the
ublic a8 a Reformer. . He had become enamored
ith the maxims coritained in the ancient writings
pd traditions of hig country, and; ashamed of the
encracy of his own times, he earnestly endea-
ed to revive the usages of former ages.both-by
recept and by example. On the oceasion of his
other’s death when he was twenty-four years
jpld, he showed the sincerity of his professed at-
jachwent to the customs of a more remote. an-
iquity by conforming to them in all that related
80 wourning for the death of parents. He immie-
iate]y resigned all his employments under govern-
ent for the purpose of mourmug for his mother
lneo years, according to ancient customs, Tln_s
Bustom had graduslly been . discontinued. But
owing to the influence of the example and precepts
p the sage, it has since his ‘time become the
gotablished and universal practice among office-
olders in the Jarneo Land. , This period of
oummg he spent in close apphoatmnsto study,
< Soon after its completion, he visited, by invita-
Jion, one of the princes of a ngighboring ' king-
for; but unwilling to remain long with, him, he
turned to Lu, ‘his mtive State, where he’set
mself up as a teacher, at the age of thirty.
_ fhortly afterwards he received u sccond invitation
9 visit the Court of another prmoe, but on ar-
Jving there he found that curiosity, and not a
’Ve for his maxims, had procured-the invitation.
therefore bade adieu to the prmce, and. tra-
led for several years in other provinees or king-

$s aeoompamed by some of hxs most altaehed
clplts

»-At, the age of forty-fve he returned to his own

prince, beoame first a judge, and then chief oﬂicer
‘of his native kingdom. - He administered the duties
of his station with much zeal, strictness, and im-
partiality, prompted, it would seem, by a sincere

of order and justice was, indeed, the oceasion of
his ruin and degradation from office.

Hearing of

oﬂlatory present, consisting of-thirty most beauti-
‘ful horses, magnificently caparisoned; a collection

"of valuable _curiosities, and. twenty. most aceom- |

This present had ita desired |
effect oni ‘the mind of the youthful princs, and |

plishied courtesans.

the - stern Confucius was  dismissed from hls
couneils,

He retired with his dxsclples to.a nexghbonng

 State. From this time, he was not “uniformly
 popular and welcome, nor was he at all times free

from personal danger at the hands of his enemies.
Sometimes he was the object: of applause at other

| times, the subject of persecution on account of his

prineiples.  His conduct and his sayings during
this period of his life often remind one of the
Greek philosopher who obtained the sobriquet of
“dog,” from the caustic and churlish nature of
his remarks, and who -used to say, in relation to
this ciroumstance, “Other doo's bite their enemies,
but I my friends, that I may save them.” (on-
fucius, indeed, sometimes compared himself to a
dog driven from his kennel. T have,” said he,
“the fidelity of that animal, and I am treaged like
it. But what matters the ingratitude of men?
They cannot hinder me from doing all the good
that has been appointed me. If my precepts are
dlsregarded I have the consolation of knowing in
my own breast that I hnve faithfully performed
my duty.”

- Bat it is impossible to notice, in this brief

this singular and remarkable man. - Let it suffice
to add a few more pnrtlculars. He returned from
hig travels and sojournings abroad to his native
province at the age of sixty-sight. He spett the
balance of his life in completing the hterery works
which he wished 6 hand down to- posterity, and
in teaching a large and devoted company of pub-
lic and private scholars. It is said that his prose-
lytes or disciples amounted to three thowsand
men, of whom seventy-two were partxcularly dis-
tinguished for their affectionate devotion to him,

‘When his books were ﬁmslied hé called. his fol-

they might be of great benefit to his countrymen.
A few days before his death, it is related that he
walked slowly about the house, leanmg upon the
top of his staff, and crying out, as-if aware of his

racter, and the value of his instructions:—
" ¢The mountain is erumblmg,

Lo o et e ttrong"beam is. yreldmg, - \

Thé sage is withering like 2 plant »

| Confucius died at the age of seventy-three.
- It is-said that the authentic history of the:
“Tlowery Land” - extends little, if any farther’

back into-antiquity than the times of Confucius.

(He collected and recorded all the traditionaiy.

stories which he deemed ‘ci'edilj‘le, ‘relating to pe-
riods anteeadent to-his'age.” “An effort was made’
by the notorious prinee who built the great wall

the writings of this sage. In a vain attempt to
evade the order and save the books they possessed,
history mentions that more. than four hundred
literati were buried alive, and the books they de-
signed to preserve were consigned to the flames,
But most, if not all of the compositions of Confucius
eséaped destruction through the zeal of the learned.
These and: thieir commentaries: have most largely
‘vontribiited to. make the Chinése mind, and the:
Chinese ]iterature, -and the Chinese governinent
what they are-at -the présent day.

‘Probably no uninspired man has ever exerted’

marked influence than Gonfucius. The laws and
the usages of the-middle kingdom for near a score
of centuries, have been professedly modelled ac-
cording to the maxims he inculoated and enforced
in his Hooks. The great fundamental principle
illustrated and enjoined throughout his practical
writings is.simply subordination to superiors. Tt

Chinese in the various relations of society which
has kept the Chinese Empire together, and has
moulded the character of its immense population
from the days of Confucius to the present time.

A child should obey his parents, a wife her hus-
bond, a subjeet his prince This prineiple of
subordm:mon to superior ‘authority he elucidated
and applied to all the most important departments
and relations of society. He has, indeed, left to
posterity no such productions as the Iliad, or the
Aineid, or “the orations of Demosthenes or Cicero,

If he lmd men of modern times, aud living in.
oocidental' lands, - would doubtless accord him:
greater honor as a geniug, and his writings would
be more acceptable, and oftener read by foreigners.

But-had he written- such works -he would have

| bad little or no influence ‘over his countrymen;

and in nothing is his Knowledge of human nature
more evident than in his selection of mieans to
attain the object he sought. The subjects of his
diseourses to his followers; as well as the themes
which he discussed in his books, are those which,
have 4 most important and practrcnl bearing in a
political as well as social point of view, and which
the experience of two denturies showed to be sin-
gulurly adapted to meet‘the approval of ‘the Chi-
nese mind, and to satisfy Chinese wants.
Qonfucius is ‘universally regarded among the
Chinese people, as a being worthy of divine hovors,
and accordingly divine honors are -actually paid
him by the cfficers -of government all - over the
Empire.in the spring -and autumn of éach’ year.
He is. styled “The Most Holy Ancient Teacher,”
and “The Holy -Duke.”

among the: hundreds . 6f ‘millions of the -Middle

ps “the perfect man.” Hismaxims and instruc:
tiops are estcemed as beyond  comparison; more
important, reliable, and complete, than the mazims
and instructions of men in foreign lands. - -A ris-
sionary relates that in the year 1835 he and. his
companions met, on their entrance-into a village
in the native provinee ‘of ‘Confucius, two elderly
men who déclinéd to receive their tracts, faying:
« We have seen your books, und-neither-désire nor

puntry, and there, under the patrounge of his own

approve them. In the instructions of our Sage

.

desire to do good to. his -countrymen. " His sense |.

‘sketch, even'the - priucipal events in the life of

and for their practical conformity to his teachings.

lowers about him:-and dedmated them to Heaven,’
| a8 the Jast 1mportanﬁ act of his life, unplormg that-

approaching end and of the greatness of his cha-.

on the northern boundary of Chma, to destroy all’].

on 80-large a mass of mankind, a greater and more'|

is the obedience to this principle rendered by the }

H

‘His name is. mentioned '
only with the profoundest-véneration by all clasdes

Kingdom. His memory. is:cherished .as the ori--
ginal author of polite and!classical literature, and |

* Fuhchau, Dee., 1859,
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we haw sufficient, amd they are far superior to
any forezgn doctrines you can briny.”” Perhaps
an adequate idea of the regard and veneration
with. which the Chinese remember Confucius may
be gathered from the following poe, found in the

. sacnﬁcml ritual :—
For it is }; itua

related that he urgently advised his prince to take |.
|-up arms. against a certain usurper.
this, the usurper sent to the prince of Lu 2 con-

& Confucms! Confucius! How greatis Confuclus!
Before: Confucms there never.was a Confucins .
Smce Confucms there ‘never has been a Confucius!
Confumus' Cénfucius! How great.iy Confucins! - )

Pope, in hig « Temple of Fame,” makes men-
tion of the Chinese sage in the followmg honora-'
ble and eulogistic terms:—

& Supenor and alone Confucms stood, )
Who taught that noble. science, to be good.”

With respéct to thereligions opinions of the Most
Holy Ancient Teacher, little favorable or praise-

‘worthy can be said. * On the subject of spmtual

worship of invisible beings he does not profess to
be -able - to nge any- instruction. He candidly
confesses his: ignorance about the gods. - He
openly admitted that he did not ; know much about
them, nor did he recomimend their- worship.” They
were above his comprehension.  He 'preferfed
to confine his instructions td sub;eets connected’
with this life and this world. ' The obligations of
man, according to him, consisted solely in obey:

ing his sovereign, and in doing good to his: coun-

try, friends, and family. He enforced his: pre-
cepts. by no pretended divine sanctions. - -~They
were merely the teachings of reason, experience,
and expediency, and depended for their authority
on no superior being. ““Not knowing even life,”
said  he, ‘““how can we know death?”
times, however; ke seemed -to think and talk as
though he had been sent by Heaven to revive the
maxims and customs of more ancient ages. For
instance, on one -oceasion, when in special - peril
of hislife, he remarked: “If Heaven means not fo
obliterate this doetrine from the earth, the men of
Kwang can do nothing to me.”

One feature of ‘the writings of Confuems de-
serves particular and honorable mention. - He
never applanded nor deified vice.

marred with obscene deseriptions and lecentious
allusions. ~ While they contain much that is good
and unobjectionable; still, it must be admitted,
there is much in them to be reprobated. Sucl;
for example, is his precept to a son: ““not to live
under the sanie heaven’ with “the slayer of his
father, meamng, “ exercise the *law of revenge,’
and pursue him unto death.”” He made ‘altogether
too much of the virtue of filial obedience. k
The sage seems to have been nothing better
than a moralist. Some think they have abundant
reason from his writings to pronounce him an
Atheist or a TFatalist. th'itever may have been
his real religious chiaracter, he most undoubtedly
had a very high standard of moral conduct. On
a certain occasion he  was questioned whether
there was any oné word which taught the be-

‘havior proper to observe at all times and at all
places? —<Will-wot~the *word" “ghu? goswer- thej
He explained it in-

purpose !’ was his, reply.
this manner :— Do’ not unto others what you
would not have them do unto you.”’ 1Tt is remark-
able that he expressed in"the form' of & ne; gative
proposition, what is a great approzimation to the
sentiment which our Saviour expressed in the
form of an aﬁrmatwe one, when he uttered the
Golden Rule:— Whatsoever ye would that men
should do unto you, do ye even so to them.”
Butitis time to bnng this sketch to a conclusion,
Let it suffice to warn the reader against supposing
that the Chinese, to any great extent, conform in
their practice to the high moral standard of their
classies. Wlule multltudes of the literati in évery
province ‘are “able to repeat, memoriter, a’ large
portion of the wrmngs of Confucius without hesi-
tation and without mistake, probably few, if any,
stnve seriously and heartlly to reduce them to
preotloe.
standard of style, and. as furnishing sentiments
and language which they are to mcorporate in
their literary composmons at thie  established ex-

aminations; not. as the standard of morals and of

religion by which, to the exelusion of other sys-
tems, they are to regulate their conduct. - The
writings of Confucius are a grand and stupendous
fallure 80 far as the practice of their best moral
sentiments is concerned. The present condition
of this empire, considered with regard to the in-
fluence, or rather the?want of mﬁuence, of the
mazxims and examples of this sage over the lives
and the hearts of his professed ‘diseiples, exhibits
a most conspicuous instance as well as.a most con-
vincing proof of the incompeteney of moral pre-
cepts and of human wisdom to make men happy,
sincere, and virtuous, Srwim.
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GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATURE OF
© IOWA, -

Our new Repubhcan Grovernor, SAMUEL J
Kmxwoon, of " Yowa -City; #hd onr L‘l‘entenani:-
Governor, Nicholas J. Rusch, of Davenport were
duly indugurated at the ¢ opemng of the Session of
the Legxslnture, last month; and both branches of
the Legislature are now Well at work, .

Mr. Kirkwood is not a member of any Church,
though his father died at Towa city in- commuﬂion
with the Pxesbyterrau Church.  Mrs. Kirkwood’s
connexions attend the Methodist, (}lmrch where

‘the Governor, when he attends anywhere, it is

believed, usually accompanies her. Mr. Rusch
is 2 pative of Germany, and educated as a Lu-
theran, which connexion he continues. - They are
both men of high moral worth, and fill their sta-
tions with dignity; commandmg the respéct of all
parties. Mr. Rusch has especially dxsappomted
many of his opponents in his ready command’ of
Foglish; and tact in the chair, as President of the
Senate, by virtue of his office.

- Mr. Kirkwood, in_ his Inaugnral has touched
upon the case of John Brown at Har per’s Ferry,
condemuing his acts, but commencln;mr hig ¢“disin.
terested” motives,. and ‘placing’ him in the sarhe
category ‘with Crlttenden, of Cuba, and Andre, of
Great Britaiu, with this ‘diﬂ’erence——that‘Brown
was aiming at the Iiberty of the colored race. o

- Mr. Kirkwood also recommends Colonization in
Central or South Anierica, of the free blacks —
Mr. Blair’s scheme, of ‘St. Louis, Mo. He com-

- mends African Colonization by the way, but deems

it inadequate to the necessity of the frée colored-
people, driven out of the free and slave States
alxke, aud- without a resting place’in our country.
".These moral topics, together thh the Liguor
Laws, ‘have engaged considerable attention, and

- will claim the action of our Legislature-——Repub-

-

, p&)ple at large. z
- Thus, one polltmal wave ,fter anqther rolls overf ;

Some-

- Unlike Greek |
and" Roman classiGal writings, his pages are not-

They are studied principally as the-

M

‘lican in: both Houses—-more o less tﬂl the olose
of the session, - SIS

:Governor Lowe, on: retu'mg from the’Exeeutrve
Chair, by the. election, of the:people, has, l)een\ ex-
alted to the station of Chief eﬁuetme of pur Supréeme
Court. - Tieutenant-Governos, Fayilles retires -to
private. life.
State with much_honor and approbatron of the

our.young State, with over gix hupdred thousand
souls. to.be agltated and toseed without rest, sinee:
the National and .State eldations follove%n such
quick suceession. When. ill the world..be at:|

| rest?  When.will men. gel;.tlme to;prepare for the

world -to. come? . Are pohglqal men: to be’only,
stayings to the gr:eet edificg of human. soclety to/
be taken down.. at - death,, ’gs no.. longer useful'?‘
When shall ong. “Seuators b 328 8b
our couneellors as auhe i 7
more getion than our. fabhqrs, l)uts IesErreﬂeetxo‘, e
more - runmng fo.and fro, t nn.great mcreas’
knowledge or w;sdom from, boVe. 8

and praymo for the evang zatxon of Indla, I am
often asked if there are anyqndlcatrons of progress
—partwularly if there -arg. any changes in ‘the
policy ‘of British rule wh 0w 8 more friendly
d:sposxtmn towards Chnst,r y and . native con-
verts. ;
All sgeh changes are gy slwht and hesrta-
trngly made, and yet to 't observant eye of the
missionary, some are tranrp ring; wluch present
themselves to. the hopeful:Bind as bright fore.
shadowings of better thingg to\ come, . .. -
The British Govemment is doubt.less feelmo 1ts
rule more firmly establisly _"';',in,;[ndia_ th
before, and is. showing less¢
superstitions and riteg oF: le.
Though bands of rebels %xll»subswb in the hmlts

-

of Nepaul and some other border temt;omes, yet
their streng;h and courage, gbroken, and, through-
out British terntory the st%a gghing parties of free-
booters are being. ferreted gut:and destroyed For
a year past the strongest ebel band in Western’

brings report of their comy lebe‘destructlon " The.
brief despatch of the offidér-in’ pursnit'of them'
says: “I have the pleasu Arto report that I'came
up with the rebel Bheg: ,hls “3ay, at noon, and
suooeeded in shootmg and;cutting up: the gang to
a man.’ ’ ~\»; i

Sadly shaken ag Brlt.lslﬁ)prestlge was two years
ago, throughout India, it iy doubtless stronger and
more effective now than eyer before. Conseious
of this, and.somewhat ing hsed: ‘perhaps in-view of
the fact that past efforts 'tp conciliate the people
by yielding to. their foolish and wicked sapersti- |
tions have proved a fallur, 1 tlze Bntxsh -rulers are
remdentiyrelmng thiste g ,,;to*‘eonmhate‘ by
improper concessions, and a‘re adoptmg a pohcy
more impartial and just.

In illustration of this view, !may mentlon :

1. They are relaxmg their rigid proseription of
the Christian Senptures in - their.  government
‘schools. .

Heretofore, teachers and professors in their
schoolsand colleges; have been required to be silent
at all times on the subject of Clxrxstla.mty, and not
to explain anything in”the Bible-even if their
Hindoo pupils des;red it. . This requisition for
silence is now limjted to school hours. .

T grieve to say there is scarcely any Ghrlstlan
truth in the text books allowed in their schools,
and still more to note the fact that “The (present)
Director of pu lie instruction would have no objec-
tion to introduce 2 set of books from which every
Christian allusion had been effectually weeded.”
Still there is cause for joy that -the former rigid
interdict of the Bible and Christianity has been
slightly relaxed, and- we, may-thankfully aceept it
ag an:omen of better thx;‘g}g in.the near-future. i

2. ,Anotherxpomt 18 admidsion of: low-caste
pupilsinto some of these schools. -This is-a step|
more decided and aggressive than the other, because
it conflicts more severely with tlle caste notions of
the Hindoos.

Only a short time ago one of my own puplls,
nominal Christien of .the Mahar caste; sought ad-
mission to one of these schools, but was refused.
An English officer feeling the 1n3ustloe of this re-
fusal, appeeled in behalf of the Clmstlan lad to|
the. highest officers of the British' Government
His appeal was in vain: . The Government grati-
fied the Brahmins, and exoluded the: Chrlstmn
youth from the school. e

Now, in-the English Government school ‘at
Ahmednuggur, a regulation has been adopted, .ad-
mitting pupils of -any and all castes withont dis-
tinetion. A Mohar boy was recently admitted,
and although most of the kigh caste pupils took
offence and left, the Governmeut ‘hag strictly ad-
hered :to its, rule, and the Brahmms -must waive
theu' ‘prejudices or(forego “their-own privileges.

‘3. The Government is raore vigotously enforcing
its laws against.some of the engrmities of’ Hmdoo-
ism. It is generally known that sutti, mfantzczde,
merigh sacrifices, hook-swinging, and. the. like,
have been interdicted by the British Government,
but it isnot 5o widely known that these enormities
have become only partially suppressed. For in-
stance, the bloody Merish sacrifices were inter-
dicted years ago, and some efforts have been made |
to suppress them. = But they still exist, and. the
Governor General ‘has jmst sent a new commission
into the Khoud conntry, with. a . strong party to
caforee the interdict, i

4. A lavge number of Hlndoos and ‘\Iahommeda.ns
recently petitioned the British Governnient:to- abo-
lish its system of educational grantsin aid. These
grants are available for all ‘schools,’ mlssmnary or
otherwise, provided they impart a certain amount of
secular edneation. This petition of the natives
for their abolition, originated - in ‘their- apprehen-
‘sion that - those grants operate m favor of mxssxon
sehools IR S

. The Government. meets tlns petltmn‘mth sound

fusing to grant i, S

This petition of .the natives, prayma for the
abolition of grants in aid, contrasts strongly with
the fears of some friends of missions, who even ob-
jected to receiving these generous grants from Go-
vernment, ﬁom an apprehensxon of ‘some. Jinjuriops.
influence to ‘their -mission schiools. - Hotw _effec-
tively this apprehensmn is shown to be groundless
by this petztxon of . the natives! - The idolaters -of
India haveever shown that they' reﬂard our’ schools
as very effective agencies for exposing the errors

Both have retgred from the chair of |

the first, apd | by
| gives ex’pgessmn 10, views more wartby of himself’
| and of the nation. In reply toa slmllar*deputanon,

India .have been the B ‘k ,and the. Jast mail |

.of their false religions, and supplanting’il 'em;with
. Ohristianity In the early history of our Bombay
‘mission - the "natives' became 20 thoroughly con-
-vinced: ‘that our schools were: undermmmg Hin-
-dooism, that they earnestly: petxtmned the Govern-{
.ment to. mterdmt them -
-5. Phe Home- -Government.of - Great Bntam 1sl
-giving: ttterance 4o sentinients Whl@h slzow less

.| regard to Hindooigm,

Lord Stabley, the - late Secretary of State for

. India, openly avowed. his determination to main-

.tain the old policy of the Bast Tndia Company.. A.
. missionaty deputatich waiting upon-him were very
eoolly received Yand obtained no ednicessions: - He
“even'sent out an order toIndla, warping:all British
officers to be on their guard, lest they should corh-.
- promise’ their official character by giving md and
. counténance to’ missionary efforts.

But the. present Secretary, Bir Charles Wood

gty

'he says: ““No persops-can be more anxious for the
spread of Christignity.in India, than we are, Inde-

| pendently of Chuistiap - eonsxderatrons, I believe |

eVEry 2 addmoual Clmst:an in India isan additional

| bond of union ,thh this country, and an additional .
| source of strength to. the empire. - There are po-

| litical reasons in favor of 'spreading Christianity.”-

Lord Palmerston, tog, endorses ‘the same senti-
ments: “Tt i3 not only our duty,” he says, “but
it is our interest to promote the diffusion of Chris-
tianity, as far as. possible, throughout the Whole
lenO'th and breadth of India.””" :

N ow we do ‘not overlook the fact ‘that there are
many, very. many, actg of - 1nd1v1dual oﬂicers, and
acts, too, of the whole Br;hsh Indla Government
which conflict du'ect.ly with these sentlments
St.xll they are rxgha sentiments, and we need not’
suppose them to" be uttered msmcerely They
ought to be adopted in practice as the legitimate
resuli: of the bitter experience of the British during
the last three years. Even their uttérance shows

1a gratifying-advance, aid taken' in connexion with

the items already mentioned, they furnish-evidence
that. past expérience and Christian influedce are
telling upon-the character of Brifish rule in India.
- 'We would hot magnify the import. of these items
.and events, but like straws they show at least the
direction of the current; and strengthen our con-
fidence that -the British'will bot much longer
:maintain ‘in: India that-peculiar’ kind .of “neu-
trality” which prdscrr'bes théir: own fa{th -and. pa’-
tronizeés all others. - Yours traly, -
el RG WILDEB.

For the Amencan Presbytermn.
TEOMAS CAMPBELL

- In every age the. lmOhtest intellects Jhave fre-
qnently been the companions of ‘misfortnne, - Th_e,
‘minds we now honos; and ‘whose. words dwell on
- every lip; were; perchanee, shrouded in sorrow in
the day 'of their existence. - Hence. we are. ac-
Fgistoried o aseomate‘geﬁm‘s mtlfsome mrsfortuoe
Tt is -a-faot, that of all the poets. the. world hag
ever produeed very few haye led happy lives,

-{ Either domestic relatxons, and that grim gkeleton,

poverty, or the world’s coldness, and the malady:

cast sha,dows over their earthly pllgmmege But
Campbell, and stood over him on, the .day of his
first. introduction to the public. Instead of a cold
reception, or a. stinging criticism from the imen
that graced-the literary. clubs of Scott and J eﬂ'rey,
he received.the universal -praise ‘of.,,ih,e nation.
His first efforts.gave him the sacred name of
poet: - The poer. tutor w_if;h‘.but.k few friends arose
from: comparative obscurity to-a high point in the
literary world.  Ushered into. the company of
Scott, Brougham, Heyden, Graham, Jeffrey,|
Smith, Homer, and the promineit minds of .the
age, he saw. before him a splendid opening for
future distinction. -The greatest orators, some of
the, ﬁuest poets of any age, the most perfeoh
statesmen, the ablest. cnmcs, and the ﬁrstgovelwgs
At an. early age Campbell gave proof of tn-
common talent for literary and poetic composition.
While a student at the Umversxty his commandmg
prowess gave- ‘him pre-eminence in this zespect.
So inborn was his love of literature and. works of |.
the imagination, that every attempt; to..turn, his |:
mind to any professronal pursuit proved fruxbless
He passed many hours of each day in the st.udy
of poefry, and the romantic fictions of the great |
authors. From sych sources he drew his mental |
food, and cultivated his powers of imagination to
extreme limits. A mind thus directed, and with-
out proper dlsotplme from an association with
practical duties, and a familisr acquaintanice with
the severer studies of a complete eduoatmn, soon
loses that balance which is essential to sucoess in
life. ~With the poet, enefgy is needed asitis with
military genius. The relations of the poet to the
world,, his compamonslnp thh _misfortune, his
strugbles with pridé and poverty, ‘and his peculiay
temperament, cowbine to make’ his life an ano-
maly. Hence decision of character is an element
of success with the poef as well as the historian
or dxplomatlst This charaetenstre did not belong
to. Campbell, . Had he possessed the energy of |
Shikspeare, his Jife of sizty-seven years would
‘have furnlshed to the world somethmg more than
one small volume of poems. This failure in his
mental consmtuﬁwn, added to his extreme sensitive-
ness, made him the toy of fortune, and ill-fitted
him to encounter the realities’of life. Had not
his first’ eﬂ'orts received ‘publie patronage and the
applause of a nation, it is probable that he would
have sunk to tise o waore, and -his’ subsequent
brilliant produetlons been lost to the world.
Fortunate for the literature of his oountry was i,
that she early extended to him ‘a cordial welcore
to share in her greatness, and cnntnbute his genius
for the glory of her name. " Those 1ncomparable
war odes whxeh néver fail to kindle the soul and
‘warm the pulse, mlght never ‘have seen the “light
of day; those posms; ‘of beautlful expressmn, ‘con’
summate finish, and’ fascmatlug 1magery, mwht.

.n er “have’ emanated from 'the” chambers of his
arguments showing its 1mpropnety, a.nd ﬁrmly re- | mind, W

‘it not for this.  But if Gempbell had
tlns faulb ‘he had traits which endear one {6 ‘his
fellow-men.
his life for generosity, seldom found among ren.
Many o podr way-farer in this vale of tears re:
membered him after his death; for his acts of
charity. "But his’ devotlon to the'cause of llberty,
a0d'the interest he manifested-in the brave Polds,
then cont,endmg for theu- ngllts, was one of the
noblest detsof his life. © o
“Tn Campbell existed & peeuhar inion'¢f thought
and impulse. His thoughts at times soared on

of -a broken heart, have one or all combined to |

the -star of fortune shone brightly on. the poet |-

He was d:stmgulshed throughou{; - poets, like: -Dante or Mxlhon other investigators,

. clothing his - thought in the. phrlosoplneel or:rather

the wings of gemus, but its ﬂwlm was tumed to
earth by an:aching heart, or a melancholy presage.
In viewing the life of a poet, we observe traits of
characterand idiosyncrasieswhich exist with genius.
We think of the “divine art,” as something be-
yond the pale of thought, the developmenb of
‘mind, the cultwatlon of the schools, and the poet
rises. before us, superior to the man and his sur-
roundings in the full splendor and majesty of &
Fower springing from within. It is thus that we
comprehend Campbell. He was not like other
men... We.canzot altogether understand lum, be-
cause he was: a man of genius. Logic is. good,
and the eritic’s pen is a useful instrument; but
gemus is “itgelf alone,” and often beyond the
grasp-of comprehensmn, 80 curious are her ways,
W.C. Wmsnow

ernn,u;, oemrn;f )
BOOKS THAT. ¢DIR ‘BOOK THAT LI‘;ES

The tables of literary mortality show the follow-
ing appalling facts in regard 'to-the chances of an
author to secare literdry fame: out of 1,000 pub-
lisbed books, 600 never pay the cost of printing,
&e.; 200 just pay expenses; 100 teturn a slight
profit; and only 100 show a substantial gain, “Of
these 1,000 books, 659 are forgotten by the end of
the year, and 150 more at the ‘end of three years:
only 50 survive seven years’ publicity. Of the
50,000 publications put forth in the seventeenth
centnry, hardly more than 50 have a great repu-
tation, and are reprioted. - Of the 50,000 works
published in the eighteenth century, posterity has
hardly preserved.more than were rescued from
oblivion in the seventeenth century. Men have
- been writing hooks these 8,000 years, and there
are hardly more than 500 wntels throughout the
globe who have survived the ravages of time and
the forgetfulness of man.

"“The vanity of young authors-—-though there are
exceptions—is proverbial. Colton, in his Lacon,
aims at it the most stinging of his arrows. - Bvery
year a thousand wrxters imagine that they have
something to say which the world ought to hear.
“They hurry in to print, and ask men to listen to the
new oracle. But the great world goes on ‘its way,
-and: pays no more heed to. their modest request,
than the ox in the fable to the fly on his horn.

Of all boolks published, the great majority are
dead to begin with, and it is a work of superero-
gation for crmcs to attempt to kill them. They
full from the press like antumn leaves from the
tree, to perish and be forgotten. Of thefew which
can be gaid to have a.hvmg mission, many perform
it in a. _year, or gven a month. It is only once in
“centuries that a really greab ‘gepius_ rises up to
~write a book, whieh he is confident without pre-
sumpblon-—hke Milton—that “the world will not.
willingly Jet die.” - Al really live book is ‘a rare
production. . It is one that will not wirter-kill—one
thas will' be read when the suthor’s grave-stone
crumbles~—-one that Kindles into action minds that
come in contact with it—one_ that has-in it the
seed of c?mmg eentnrles Such 2 book caunot be
-made to’order.  Ligerature has no _patterns by
which plodding rmrtatmn can shape it. The at-
tempt will always provea failare.  Time'is sure to
detect the cheat, ~

Even of works of real merit in then- day, how
fow survive their own age! Tt has been said, with
. no little point, thatall f.he honey of antiquity mxght
“bé spo‘red inasingle- ‘beehive. -~Take . the "great’}
writers of the classic age of the Greek and Roman
periods,— Aristotle, Plato, Cicero, Seneca, and
others,—and how little of real vitality there is in
them! .They are curiosities for the scholar; but,
after all, for the most part, intellectual mumunies.

Take the great lights of English literature, Bacon,
“and Addison, and Bolmgbroke, and Johnson, &e.,
and how the coals théir genius kindled are already
half-buried in their ashes. How little read, even
at this early period; are the writings of Burke, the
- most philosophical of I}nglxshw-or Fisher Ames,
almost his peer, of American statesmen; and in
reverting to the speeches and writings of Webst.er,
how readily one recalls what is almost sure to be
* bis inevitable fate in the parallel surmise of Ma-
caulay, that the time might yet be when some cu-
rious traveller from New Z_ealand might be seen

sitting on & broken arch of London Bridgesketch- |-

ing the ruins of St. Paul’s cathedral..

Once in a while there comes along a book like
Baxters Szints” Rest, or Bunyan s Pllrrrun s Pro-
-gress, that has more wtahty in it than a whole
pvramrd of metaphysicians and novelists of the
mddern stamp. But whence is this? Their vital
element is borrowed from “the living words” of
Christ: By force of this they live thomselves.
" Almost all- else is buried by the waves'of time,
leaving only hiere and there.a-little island of living
thought. TLet us take the dozens of volumes of
Welter Scott and James, and ‘Dickens and De
Qumcey, and a score of other modern hter'zteurs,
and who imagine that ‘they have the stuff of im-
mortahty in them? Already _ they' are drifting
away on. the sea of time, like the huge admirals of
- the Sp janish armada, soon to be, it they are not
already dismasted, to leave on the rocky shore,
for . centuries to comic, only fragments of their
plundered Cargo.

Nor would it be dificult to name stars in the’
firmaient of American literature that are peerless
10w, but ere long must give place to others. New
writers. and thinkers will rise up, their equals or.
superiors, to rival and discrown them, only to be
diserowned in turn. In the great host that crowd
the, field, like the stars’in the wilky way, it is ever
beoommg more and more difficalt to retain the
pre-eminence. Ten centuries hence, and eriticism
will need a Herschel beleseope to deteet them.

The history of books is much like that of fossil
plants and races—the:products of an antedilavian
age. - They bave 'died to form- the strata out of
which cthers should spring, to flourish and perish;
in their turn. So has passed away in succession—
each feeding on the decay of its predecessor—gene-
ration. after generation of dead books. Now and
then one-has lifted its towering trunk, as weste

inthe coal quames, shooting up throuuh genera- |

tions-of: the: dead. 'But after all, it was only a
more d;stmgmshed Jossil. The glft,ed and eloguent
. aré soon-forgotten, Great libraries are great cata-
combs, and all. the skill of the binder’s art- only
buxlds, for the most palt the splendid mausoleums
of dead books.

‘Meanwhile; the words of Christ are as freshand
Tiving asever. Time has gathered.norust on them.
Age. ‘has not out-dated them. Their power and
mﬁuenee were never before so great as they are
‘to-day. Childhood has read them and owned their
power over youthful susceptibility. Age has pe-
rused them$ and reperused them, and never found
them old. ~Generation after generation has takeén
them- fip and pored over them, and found them’
fresh as ever. The New Testament is ever new.
The. words of Christ are to-day what they were to
Luther wheh he fonad them in his mouastery
buried in the old Latin Vulgate,—what they were
a century earlier to Clemenwxs, when turning from
" Greek and Roman classies to the. Seuptures, he
declared that he had learned more from the. last in
hours, ‘than from thé first in years.

What'if theré should'risé up other orators, like
Demosthenes, or- Chatham, or Webster;: -other
thinkers, like' Paseal, or Locke, or Bacon; other

like anklm, or Herschel, o, I‘arad.xy,——who ima-
ginés that any or “all of then. would be able to
supplement by a single line, * the living words” of
Christ? These stand alone by themselves, orever
unapproachable, inimitable,

Most great writers and speakers have had their.

crowds of i imitagors. Byron has had his intellec-.
taal apes, ‘angd’ many a young writer has made him-:
self ‘ridiculous by counterfeiting the style, -or

seems in fact to live in a world of mlrrors, where
if it gives light enongh to be seen by, it will find
its image reflested from every wall. ~ But who has
ever ventured to imitate, or rather parody, the
Man of Nazareth? Who lms ever produced a rival
of the Sermon on the Mount, or attempted to
speak like himin. parables? Even if the sacrilege
of the act did not forbid, no man has ever deemed
it possible.  One might as well attempt to rival in
dioramas.of the tempest, the thunders of the hea-
vens or simulate the splendor of the sun with a
Drummond light.

Meanwhile, the most powerful mmds have not
been ashamed to éonfess their own indebtedness
to those words which are “spirit and life.”” The
wisest have studied.them .to become more wise.
The holiest. have read them to become more
holy. ~ Pascal was a great mathematician, as well
asa powerful thinker, but he listened with adoring

_| reverence and cluld»hke humxht,y while the Great

Teacker expounded to him “the mathematics of
heaven.”  John Locke fathomed, as few have done,
the depths of the human uuderstandm “but in
the ripeness of *his years, ‘and' the falness of his
attainments, he was' ever more anxzicus to come,
through the study of the Scriptures, to a fuller-
understandiog of the: providence and grace of God.
Milton, with a genius that eould at once plead the
cause of civil and rehglous freedom and soar to
the loftiest heights of a hallowed imagination,
would never have counted all “his own works as a
feather's weiglit in the scale against tf% words of
Him that spake as pever man spake; and Lord
Bacon, who could reason where others speculate,
and could throw off his terse thoughts in striking
aphorisms, was fain to make fast the girdle of his
arguments thh golden clasps from the words of
Christ.

The very position of the Seriptures in contrast
with the transient vitality and power of all other
baoks, vindicates their uarivalled pre-eminence.
They can never be superseded They can never
‘become obsolete. < There is that in the nature and
condition of man which finds in them alone the
answer to its cravings.

| “IT IS ONLY A PRAYER MEETING.”

“Yes, it is only a prayer meeting, and there-
fore; if it be a little cold, or wet or snowy—or if
it be a little dlsavreeable travelling——or if T feel
a little averse to tr avelling out, that is sufficient
excuse. If it werea germon, I should not think
of remaining at home, but it is but a L prayer meet-
tng. - Few will be present, and it is so dry and
uninteresting, 1 shall. not attend.”  Is this the
language of a Christian? Can it be that the prayer
meetmg is an uninteresting place to the follower
of Jesus? Yet is it not too evident that the con-
duct of many  professors of religion, if put into
words, would speak plainly the above sentiments?
Why is this? Can that church be in a prosperous
condition, where a large majority of the members
feel and act thus in these matters? We leave the
reader to judge.- We could name one little coun-
try church, where a weekly meeting for prayer is
attempted, and though the church stands in a
thiekly settled neighborliood, where almast all the
heads of families are members, yet we have been
present when not more than five or six of these
bave been there, and not more than a dozen per-
sorig in -all. - Now we would :seriously ask, as in
the presence of Gtod,~—Do such neglecters feel their
own wants, or the wants of Zion? Do they feel
that interest in the prosperity of the church with
.which: they stand connected, that the cause.de-
mands?

Why is the prayer meeting “dry and uninte-
resting?’’  Daoes not the church need united peti-
tion? Is the Divine blessing on us as & particu-
lar congregation, a matter of small importance?
When you hear of other parts of the olmroh being
visited with “times of refreshing,” does your
heart never burn with the desire that we too might
be visited in the same manner? Look narrowly
into your bearts, and see if, in this indifference to
the prayer meeting, there is not a like indifference
with regard’to the interests and prosperity of the
church? And remember, too, you are not left to
your own choice in this matter. You are under
obligations, by your own voluntarily assuming the
profession of Christidnity, to “not forsake the as-
sembling of yourselves together,” and also to
“pray- for the peace of Jerusalem!” . Oh! fellow
professors, how can you feel indifferent to these
things? If you even counsult your swn enjoyment,
is there no pleasure in appearing before God? Yo«
stead of thinking it a task, should we not esteem
it a privilege’ to meet tooether and present -our
united: petitions at a merey seat? How sweet fo
plead hig promise, *“Where two or three are ga-
thered together in my name, there am I in the
midst.’] Do you belicve this promise? Remem-
ber that Thomas ‘by absenting himself once from
the place of prayer, missed a meezmg with his Lord!
Do you go with a. desire of meeting with Jesus?
How then can it be umnterestma‘?

Oue word, in conclusion, to those who conduct
the meetings for prayer.. Ty to make them tnte-
resting! Liead the hieart- by presenting our par-
ticular wants' as a charch before the throne of
grace. Are not the petitions too general? The
heart must be affected by stating our particular
necessitics. ‘Be punectual in attendanee, and show
by your Sonduct that you yourselves are deeply
dnterested. Plead like Abraham, “O hhat Ishmael
nngbt.hve before Thee 1

rn_'rn OF THE APOSTLES.

- St. Matthew is supposed to have suffered mar-
tyrdom, or was put to death by the sword st the
city of Ethiopia.

8t. Mark was dragged through the streef:s' of
Alexandria, in Egypt, till he explred

St. Luke was hanved upon au olive tree in
Greece.

8t John was put into a caldron of boiling oil at
Rome, and escaped death. He afterwards “died a
nataral death at Ephesus, in Asia,

~ 8t. James the great, was beheaded at Jerusa-
lem. .
St. James was thrown from a pinnacle or wing
of the temple, and then beaten to death with a
fuller’s club.

St. Philip was hanged up against a pillar at
Hierapolis, a city of Phryo-m
© St. Bartholomew was flayed alive by the com-
mind of a barbarous king.

St Andrew was bound to & cross, whence he
preaohed to the people till he expired.

St. Thomas was run through the body by a
lance, near Malipar, in the East Indies,

HABITS ~—There are habits, not only of drink-
mg, swearing and lying, and of some other things
which are commonly acknowledged to be habits,
but of every. modification of action, speeeh and
thought. ~ Man is a bundle of habits. There are
habits of industry,attention, vigilance, advertency ;
of a prompt obedience to the Judwment oceurring,
or of yielding to the first impulses of passion; of
extending our views to the fubure, or of resting
upon, the ) prescnt; of apprehending, methodizing,
reasoning ; of mdolence, dilatoriness; of vamt;y,
sclficoneeit, mclancholy, partxahty ; of fretfulness,
suspicion, cfrptxousness, censoriousness ; of pride,
ambltxon, eovebousuess ; of overrea.ehmn' intri-
guing, pro;ectmg, in aword, there is not a quality
or function, either of body or mind, which does
not feel the influcnce of this great 1aw of anima-
ted nature.

JolmB Gou h Iately g'xve three lectures in the
Round Room of the Rotunda in Dnblin, Ireland,
iwhich. is eapable of containing two thousand five
thundred persons, and was full to the utmost possible
“extent. & visited some of the provxnces, and in
“Belfast alone succeeded in obtaining two thousand

transcendental garb of Carlyle or Emerson. Génius'
. .. .

signatares to the pledge.



