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OUR COUNTRY AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE YEAR 1880, ‘

" The prosperity of a nation depends on other
things than political movements, and is not materi-
ally affected by the purposes and strifes of political
parties. Thus farin our own history it has mattered
little in regard to our progress as a people what party
hag been in the ascendant, or who bas been at the
head of the nation. Incompetent civil rulers we
have had; unwise and wicked weasures have been
precipitated upon the nation; unjust wars have
been waged ; and unrighteous laws have been enact-
ed; but the nation has prospered notwithstanding
all these, and apparently without being materially
affected by any or all of these considerations.  The
prosperity of the nation is laid in the sober indus-
try and virtugof the people; in the general preva-
lence of education; in the richness of the soil, and
in the minefals of the earth ;inour broad and ferule
flelds invitfng to cultwotxoo; in our lukes and pa-
vigable streams; in the general scourity of the
rights of the people ;.and above all in the purposes
of God, and in the prevalence of pure religion,
, is remarkable how little the great interests of
he fation are affected by the question which of the
great politioal parties into which our country is
usually divided are to rule the land, or what par-
ticular candidate shall scoure the highest office in
the gift of the people. Whether the government
be Federal or Republican, Whig er Democratic;
whether Washington be at the head of the admi-
“nistration, or Jefferson, or Madison, orJohn Quinoy
Adams, or General Jackson, the affuirs of the
nation move on, and we are congtantly advancing
to the nccomplishing of the great destiny reserved
 for us as a peoplo.  Under cach and all these ad-
mmxstrahons, the real rights of the pesp”le are
equally. secured, and the secret causes: “which pro-
duce national prosperity are raptdly developed.
No man feols that the ascendency of ‘any one po-
litical party is to affect the title ‘to his farm; or
change the books which his children shall study at
gchool; or break up the arrangementd 1 his own
domestio circle; or militate against bis right to buy
and sell—his right to the avails of bis own labor
~-his right to take and read what newspapers he
pleases—his right to his Bible—his right to wor-
ship God. The conflicts and the revolutions of
political life are far above the things which most
affect his peace, and the real welfare of the nation
is no more affected by these things than the deep
waters at the bottom of the sen are affected by the
storms that agitate the surface, or than the spring-
ing corn in the rich valley by the clouds that roll
and thunder along the sky. In all the agita-
tions, therefore, in the political” world  during
avother year, and in all the vaticinations of im-
pending ruin, it is not an inexplicable fact: that
the real interests of the nation are advancing with
a steady progress; thut our people are proceeding
with rapid strides to occcupy and to cultivate the
vast territory given to them by God; that cities |
- gpring-into- existence as. if.by, magic, - yhaty
statcs are added to the confederacy equulling in ex-|
tent of territory, and soon to surpass in weelth and

, popnlntlon, not a few of the en tire kmgdoms of the

old world.

The nation, indeed, has been aroused by the
projected invasion of one of its states for the pur-
pose of exciting an insurrection. The act, so far

“ag its principal leader was in a state of mind to be
responsibile, wagone of unmitigated wickedness ;—
an act to be reprobated by every true lover of his
country. 8o far as there was ‘method’ in what
was done; so far as skill and tact were evinced in
pursuing silently the plan for more thun two years;

-go far as pertained to the quiet and unsuspected
collecting of implements of war; so far as the

steady movements of a cool and calm mind—a

mind of determined spirit—a mind set on revenge
~-a mind under a certain kind-of religion, cold,
stern and flerce—and a courage that shrank from
no danger, wus concernedl, there was indeed, a cer-
tain kind of hetoism, and a certain kind of ‘adhe-
arence, toa principle, traits which bave been usually

" regarded as characteristic of grent minds and great

efforts in the chronicled events of the world :—so far-
as there was any practical wisdom in the plan—
any probability of success—any real information as
to the grounds of success,—any of the tact and skill,
the depth of plan and the wisdom of execution,
 which characterizes great and sane minds, there was

- the manifestation of the deepest folly or of insanity.

So far as the idea itself was concerned—the pur-
pose of inciting the slaves of Virginia, or of the
South generally to insurrection—of awakening the
desire of vengeance in an oppressed race, and
arousing t,heF ’ox'sh pnsswns of men long held in
bondage agamat the families of their masters—
and loosening the restraints which bind four mil-
lions of human beings, goaded by a sense of
wrong, in all the horror of a servile insurrection,
no purpose can be. eoneewad smore diabolical; no
language furnishes terma that are adequate to ex-
press the detestation whwh menkind ought to feel

The attennfb :
oxeouted. The plaE#ailed, as -all similar plans
must-fail, and should fail. Even if it should be
gupposed hy any that the purpose contemplated
was right in itself—which no true friend of his
country or.of the land can suppose—yet there was
no practical wisdom in the'plan. There was no
prospect; no probability of its success. There
was no-pledged powet to sustain the enterprise at
thé North, There was no probability that the
slaves of the South would be aroused, - There was
an sbsolute certainty that the North and the South
wonld be united in quelling an atteinpt so mad and
so wicked. All men should rejoice that the laws
wore exeonted, and should feel that, under these
laws, only a just penalty was meted out to those
who were engaged in these transactions; and, so
far a8 we can see, whxlo all good men must ap-
prove of what was done in ; he execution of the
laws, the State of Vitginia ia£#8 from blame for the.
" mapper in which it has been. done, and -the nation
‘should fook upon the result us furnishing a proof
added to thousands before, that the laws of the
land will be faithfully executed.

The event has, however, derived an importance,
and has become iu sone “messure national, not
from any thing in theaffair itself, or in the man-
ner in which it was brought to a termination, but
from an alarming stute of things which was re-
vealed by the transaction:—by the deep anxiety
manifested; the sense of danger disclosed; the

' trepidation and consternation that spread through’
that great State, and ol the states of the South,

——

by what would have been otherwise an inconside-
rable transaction. If there is stamped on the fuce
of the transaction the clearest proofs of insanity,
or wickedness, or both, it has also disclosed the
conscious insecurity of the States where slavery
exists, and bas thrown new light on the nature and
the tendencies of that “imstitution.” It would
not be in the power of any twenty men, however
armed or disciplined, or whatever might be their

: pnrpose, to arouse the great States of Pennsylva—

nia or New York, as Virginia was aroused by this
“invasion;" nor would the State of Massuchusetts
be alarmed and affrighted, though twice or thrice
that iumber of men should seize upon the arsenal
at Springfield. The reason would baplain. There
would be nothing underneath-———noﬁc hidden—
to exeite alarm, There are no secret fires that are
smouldering that might be suddenly enkindled.

There are no suppressed powers there that may be
suddenly excited into action. There are no in-
mates of the dwellings—no mewbers of the fami-
lies—no strangers held by the force of law—that
could be supposed to sympathize with such an ef-
fort, and.that could be presumed by any possibility
to liail such a band of outlaws and marauders as
those were, as deliverers, saviours, friends. It was
only the apprehension that this might be so, that
gave to the insurgents at Harper's Ferry their
importance, and it is only this that will explain
and Justxfy the agitation and alarm in the great
State of Vlogmla, produced bérnn attempt so niad,

and Jin {t§f}f;s0 feeble. pite all' that is. said,
fand we dou'ht?not in numerous’ easés, correctly—-—
' of the attochment of servants to their masters, and
of the kindness of the masters—this sad event has
shown .a consciousness that there is less of security
derived from that fact, than -there is eurrently af-
firmed to be, and that the fecling in the commu-
nity, so far as the consciousness of security is con-
cerned, is far different from that which exists in
New England, New York, and Pennsylvapia. It
may have been umavoidable, but if it had been
avoidable, it was bad policy to manifest so much
trepidation at so insigoificant an affuir—for few
events have ever oceurred in the land that have
done, or will do, 50 much to impress the Northern
miod with the intrinsic evil of slavery; and, per-
haps, nothing has occurred that has done s0 much
to impr® the Southern mind with the inevitable
dangers iscident to the system, or that will dispose
many inhsabitants of the South to seek, if possible,
a residence for themselves and fumilies, where
they will be free from such perils and alarm. No
event, perhaps, has ever occurred, that will make
so deep an,impression on the pational mind of
the ‘ovil of elavery

In connéction with the events just : eclverted}‘n to,

th)e;.,_, jgreat question about the permanency of our
national union has been again suggested, and the,
nation is called once more to inguire into the value
of that union, and to ask what means are necessary
to perpetuate it, and what is the ground . of proba-
bility that it will be continued.
We believe that it is impossible for any man to
estimate properly the value of the union of these
States, or the desirableness of the perpetuity of
‘the union. ‘We believe that the accomplishment
of « uvion at the time that the national constitu-
tion was framed, was worth all the toil and soligitude
of the illustrious men who labored to secure the
union. They uever over-estimated the value of
that union,and the seventy years which have passed
since the union was consummated, have only served
more and moré to confirm the truth of their con-
victions in regnrd to its value. “That there were
'Provisigme-ag pted»xn oﬂlen o- ecure.j
the States whiich it would have been eszrable to
avoid if it had been possible, all felt then, and all
must feel now. That there were compromises ad-
mitted in the articles on which ‘the union was
based, which mustresnlt, asall arrangements, among
men mast, where prineiple and right are degraded
from their high position, as principle and right to
the low rank of expediency and policy, we do not
doubt; nor can we doubt that the elements thus
introduced will produee agitation until that which
is wrong shall be regarded as wrong, and: that
which is evil shall not be'treated as'a question
of policy, but shall be removed as evil; but still
we are sure *om no one can estimate the value of
the upion or the desirableness that it should be
continued.- '

And we believe that it will be coutmueél and
that it is not, and has not been, at any time in
real danger. The things which tend to perpetu-
ate the union are more than those which tend to
sunder it. The security of the-union rests om
other things than political movements; and the
aims of men ambitious for office. It is not de-
pendent on the acts of conventions, or on the
opinions of & few men North or South, who give
to any one subject a prominency over all other
sobjeete, and who make all the questions pertain.
ing to our national welfare begin and end with
slavery. The real basis of the union lies in the
affections of the great mass of the people North
and South; in the recollection-of the great struggle
by which the independence of the whole was
achieved; in the unforgotten fact that the North
and the South were united in:that great conflict;

that framed the constitution; in the recollection
of all the evils, oppressions and wrongs endured
by the colonies that made the common struggle
necessary; in the sameness of our origin, our lan-
guage, our religion; in the ties commercial, so-
cial and religions, and in the great rivers and
'roads which conneet one part of our land with an-
- Lother; ; in the/dependence of‘:heNort.h on the South-
for much ofy the means by wlteh the North:grows
rich, and of the South for what, as yet, they have
been unable to produce for themselves; and nof,
least of all, on the anticipated.and certain evils.
which must follow a dleeolutlon of ‘the Union.
Sober patriots, Christian men,” the masses of the
people will look at these things, and will yet learn,
we fully believe, to endure with proper patience,
the evils which spring up inevitably from the ef.
fort to adjustthe conflicting demands of interest and
of policy in aland so extended, and in the difficulty
of extending over an srea so vast, the constitutionsl
principles once devised for a much smaller domain
than is now comprised within the limits of our
country, and to adjust whwhl even then, de-
manded all the wisdom and the pm‘.rmtlsm of our
fathers.

It is to be remembered also, that all the threats
of -disunion are from a small portion .of the
Southern people. Since the meeting of the céle-
brhted Hartford convention; thers bas not been.
even the suspicion that any considerable portion
of the people of the North have meditated, or de-
sired a sepuration of the States. Beyond all that
is expressed by the “union meetings” at the
North, beyond all that counld be inferred from the
eloquence and zeal of miuisters at the North who
feel thewselves peculiarly ealled on to defend the
“ Union,” and all the resolutions of ¢ conserva.
tives,’” often a hidden political party themselves,
with little principle, and s little influence, there
is at the North end the South, a deep, thorough,
| serene, determined, though noiseless attachment

LN

fat

anion-ofd;

in the remembered virtues and wisdom of the men {

to the union; and they at. the. South who form
their estimate of the real feelings of the North on
this subject from what can be gathered from the
sources to which we have just referred, have but
a faint idea of the real attachment of the North to
the Uaion; and as long as they rcg:ud these ex-
pressions as all that they have to rely on, they
will have derived no real idea of the feelings of the
North towards the South. The people of the North
have asked no dissolution of the Union; they have

- threatened none; they have desired none; aslong

as'they are in the majority they will allow none.
The alarms—the threatenings on this subject—
have come from the South. And from whom
there? Not from the mass of the people, but
from men closely connected with political parties,
and having political ends to accompllsh But
what could the South do if a dissolution of the
union .were attempted? What would, and must
be the effect on that portion. of the Republic?
The laws of the Union must be enforced.  Every
custom house belongs to the United States; all
the imports of commerce are liable fo dutles to
the United States; the whole of the. Postal ar-
rangements pertain to the United Stdtes; the ves-
sels employed in commeree are subjéct to the laws
of the United States; the Sepreme Court of the

United States extends ity jurisdiction over every |

State; and the United Staf.es Marshal has a place |
every where. :
The whole of the South is without the means

of defenee'-—-mtllout the megns of del’ence against |-
‘the aiif.hont.y of the Utht.ed St,at,es, thhont “the"

medns of defence agaiost any foreign .enemies;
what is more importau;, without the means of de-
fence against the internal enemy-—-—the foe that |

was’ aot.ually g0 much’ feered in the time of the |

Southampton insurrection, and. really so much |
feared in the raid. at Harper's Ferry. -No man
can tell now—ne ‘Southerner now understands—
how much the security of thé South depends on
the well-understood fact that the power of the
North is pledged to the support of the institutions
of the-South, and that this power will be exerted
now in case a similar insurrection occurs.” But
who can tell what would be the effect’if it was
understood that the intervention of that power
could be no more relied on? -

The South is without commerce, and exbenswoly
without manufaetures ‘Beyond all other people
on the face of the earth they are dependent - for
‘the articles most needed in common life, from the
axe and the hoe up to the locomotive engine and
the cotton press, on: other commupnities; beyond

‘alf people in ancient and modern times, with ‘the

same advantage of an extensive sea-board and
navigable streams; they are destitute of commerce.
Their imports even from the Old: World -come
through the North; the productions of their soil
are carried in vessels not thelr own, to dxst.ant
lands. -
Their Northern border, in case of a dlssolut-lon
of the Union, where would that be?. And. zf
this line could be fixed; how soon would the North-
ern range of such states cease to'be identified with
the South, and become assimilated to the North!
We remember the anmecdote of the. ergxma
planter, the outside rows of whose fields of corn
were devoured by squirrels, and who- as_an effec-
tual remedy resolved that in the future ¢ he would
have no outside rows.”” Such the South would
soon learn to be desirable in regard to the States
which should make up their.confederacy.
Thelr slaves—-—-where Would be the securxty that

known that there 58 law on the S'ﬂbject and it in
known that the United States are pledged to exert
the authority reposed in the General Government
to prevent the escape of slaves from their masters,
and.-to secure their return; and o an extent which
no man can estimate, the seeuﬁty of the Southerd|
master as to the possession of his slave is to be
traced to that fact. But where would be the se-
curityin a Southern independent confederacy that
the slave would not escape from his master? Who
could estimate the number of wars, or the atroci-
ties of the wars, that would be waged in attempb-
ing to. reclaim, without any ‘compact o return
them, those who should escape from servitude? -

We refer to these things with no desire to
reflect on~the South; or to make an invidious
comparison between the Sonth and the North;
but as things on which the mass of the ‘people
of the South, we are persuaded, will reflect, when
the time-of separation shall come, or when dis-
union shall be seriously proposed “We refer to
them aJso to show, that in our apprehension the
ides of a dissolution of the Urion cannot be se-
riously entertained at the South.

We do not regard the ¢ Union Meetings ” at
the North as of any very ‘special 1mportanee
We do uot suppose that they are so regarded |2
by our Southern-brethren. Well -enongh do
they understand how easy it is to get up Mess‘
Meetings in our greatcities; -and well enough
do they know that the said meetings, under a
pretext of great patriotism, are often organized
and conducted by partisan . polmcx_ans and by
imen worn out:in . public -service, or in- political
reputation, who desire again to 'look upon the
eyes of the people, and’ to ‘have the eyes of the

" Nor do we sappose
that those Union- Meogx_ngs have any philo-
sophical tendency to promote union.. A man
and his wife who should get up a “upion meet-
ing”—a Jneetmg to eegz_gt more, clg_sly the,
bond of union in the mema@e relatxon and who
should make loving speeches, and offer prayers
on union, would most likely soon mutnally sus-
pect that there was some occasior for such a
meeting, and while the meeting might excite:
merriment among the neighbors, the result would
be thatthe end would have been better promoted
by practising each toward the other the quiet and
gentle virtues Whl(:l] pertainto the relation of man
and wife, We can, therefore, admire the elo-
quence of those who are loud in the praise of:
union; we can easily see how.it-is that numbers
can be assembled together to pass resolutions
on the valne of the Union’; but we 'see a deeper
bond of union than is to be ‘found in such 88~
semblages; we see & more solid basis of -hope.:
We find it in what, we are persuaded, is the’
sober, calm, earnest feeling of the masses ‘of the
people at the North and in the South; in the
memory of the sacrifices’ made. by our fathers
for the Umon, in the benefits which grow out
of the Union; in the foresight of the certain’
evils that would overspread the land in-d sepa-’
ration; and, above all, in the belief that the
God who protected our fathers in the day of
peril, has an end to accomplish by this Ameri-
can Union of States which he will be certain to
secure, whatever may be the designs of mis-
guided men, North or South. .

The mdow of the famous Morgo.n, of nnu Masome,_
notorxety, is now o resident of the vicinity of Mem:

his, Tenu., swhers she has been engaged’in benevo-
l)ent labors i eonueetxon with an orphan aeylum
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- ‘THE NEW YEAR.

As the earth pursues her journey, as the suu
describes-his circuit, as the seasons alternately
follow each ofheriwittiout cessation, time glides
along without helltmg in- its" course, and our
years are spent ds a tale when it is told. As
the rivers fow ﬁiwa’rd the sea, so0 the blood
courses in the veu':s, hurrying us imperceptibly
onward to life’s.. erm,mus. Morning and eve-
ning, weeks, months: émd years, are natutal way-
‘marks, by which-We“¥iédsure our progress.  We
rejoice at the dtg-f New Year, as if tn‘ed of
the mondtohy of e 61 ; still, in the midst of out
greeting’s and chegr. we are moving forward, and
leave the annualt 1da.y behind us. Thusishe-
manlife. Itisacqntinual movement toward eter-
nity.  Men are §8 busy, bustling and active to-
day, as yesterﬁay;} and this year ag last, and this
generation as th {pxecedmg one, for there is no
cessation in the: st eam, IO apparent change on
the surfacé of sockty. As the front and vete-
ran ranks thin anfl va.msh the succeeding: file
press forward to fi t.heu' pleces, and all appears

-

48 complete n.nd fi Ll as ever.

s, remarkable for the number
hts that have disappeared.
sh of its 'spoila amCmg‘ -the

The last yeo 3
of distingnished*}j
Death has been

i

"*eech largely taxed, “and it
would seem thw be, world . could illy spare so
b, s -learned aod good men in'a

erdner, N 1chol Stephensou,
€. them and hteramre has

OImstead , Brun
and mo.uy othe;

_{I';eslie- and "t'he Church has
veb i",h sach, trophies as James,
Alexender and, eny others in- all sections of
Christendom, whpse praise is in ‘all the’ churches,
and ‘whose wo I do follow them. .
- It bas been 'ear of polxtxcal commomon and
strife and uph ving among the hations, and
the end is not? .1 has also been a year of
mervellous powe-and-grace. . Parts of Europe
have witnessed go dutpoumng of the Spmt ‘un-"
paralleled -sincp -the.days of Pentecost; in
many respects: pore wonderful than was expe-
rienced in thisjodNtry the year previous. This
work-of grace: ls snll spreedmg mto new ﬁelds,
1 : l§ fo the glory. of the Re-
geems. hke the din -and. stic of
preparat:on the oheshadomng of .the-near ap-
proach of a mor@@lonons consummation.-
‘The world wad'never' so full-of active ngen-
cies: ’mbutary to hé cause of Ohnst Smen/ce

-and art. are. da,xl “hdding . new auxﬂxanes and

instramentalitiés for spreading abroad.over- the
world hght lmo ‘leclge end truth Meny run

channels of tr '

the gospels 1V

not in the eo.rs " those who hear 1t but is ga-

be read by mllll‘k.‘s. This  is, a sunple' 1llustra.-

txon of what ds}ly happens around us; - end
shows the dally m}humnlonng copabllxtles of the

d migl tyaachtevements The sum-
mons has gone fohth Go, 'wo'rk m my omeyard

Mnssns E‘pIT,"s-—-Not long ago ‘I heard
a leeture dehverqd by*the Rev Dr. Bramerd ‘on

¢ .
upon my. mm a he t.lme, i

| tinually recurred: @o my reeollectlon, and at times,
{ I have not been: able to -think of any thmg else.
As ‘these facts' regarding -John Bunyan are- 16t
3)beg that’ bhey may be.recorded

they have oon-

in the Amé /esbyierwm. They- dese:}'ve to
be pnnbed in.evefy lauvuage and read by every

John Buoyan;™: i negleet of rehglon m early
hfe,——-hls conversxl)n the rehgxous mﬂuenoe whlch

which he was. senflto the/abiove piison; and Where
lie wrote that eve asting monument of his genius
—The Pilgrim’s Progress:  J ohn Buriyan's ashes

lie in Bonner" &ﬁelﬂ' grave yard, London, whlch

fiehd; set-apEits 18, O
of society. . n,ow eonseemte& ground and the |
burial- plaee of. maty men,: known throughout the
Christian ‘world, f8F their emincnce in' every. de-
partment of huinan greattiess. * The grave of John
Bunyan,” the "Chiristian_ a.uthor of “The P;lg’rlm s
Progress, is,_the most ‘eonspicaous of all-—-yes, i
Mhere test.the remains of de-
two hundred: years—there is
a well beaten path from’ ‘the grave—ynrd gate to the'
grave of J ohannnyan Such is not the ;case w1t.h
the other graves—t W |
names on. the, i hstones, or. the:: monuments.
erected to their meﬁxorles Jobn Bunyai needs
no movument of: marble to’ mark his brave—-a.
thousand ‘granite columps” mlgl:ib be ‘erec
his ashes, and all would ‘erumble. to dust and deeay

‘before-the star of ',lns glory would even begln to

grow. dim. | ; e

Such. is the dxﬂ"erenee between the Chnstmn, R
fanwers to Christ and His re- [}

and- those who

e~,
vThC'

hy “g.n neverquxes—hls famesen-
duves for ever. | who would not be’ a_Chris-
tian' when such #Balo"of glory is thrown around.
their names in this world; and when they dic, an
everlasting life w1ll be Lheu- portlou in the Joyful
realms of et.e;'mt.y

s .'_.» ..

Scmn'mmc AunawAN —This. ig” always &
welcome yisitor.. to our. table. .. It .carefully:

o looks after the VaFRus 1mprovements of the age,
_.and tells you what js reliable and  useful..
Ithas beenrecent

enlarged and muchimproved:
It is issued weekly, and commences.a.new. vo-

lome on the. ﬁrst."’o_f January.. Publlshed by

e T

Xy : ? ‘q 5o
_jeteranee to the truth It dles

“1 earnest, continiious ‘prayer.

» »-}_nlghted nud.r

ed over |

“ANNALS OF THE POOR.”
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

It is" but right that the results of our efforts
should be fairly stated now and then for the in-
formation espeeially of such 2s have aided us con-
stantly from the beginning. Some account of the
Sunday School will best illustrate them. It is
-now ecight- weeks since its first formation, ¢om-
me.poin’g with nine scholars and one teacher. It
is; and has been, and will continue to be, an in-
flexible rule to draw no scholars connected with
any other school. This number has gradually in-
creased to about fifty-five, and the teachers now
number eiglit, most of them coming from so great
-a distance as to render it-scarcely possible for them
to attend regularly. - Abous two-thirds of the scho-
lars are boys, and the school ranges along from
four to sixteen years. About one-third can read
tolerably well; and pearly all have at soie time
‘been'in a Sunday School. . The almost universal
reason assigned for their non-attendance hitherto,
is uhe want of suitable. clothing. - Of our school, a
sixth, at least, might well continue to urge the
‘same objection; and- to this point particularly I
wish to direct the attention of our faithful friends.
Thus far these burdens have fallen upon too few.
It remains. to. be -seen whether this evil will be

of the ladxes, on whom we mainly rely, to form an
industrial school in eonneotlon with this mission,
and & more 1mportaut measure oould scarcely be

 rooms’ themselves are, all thmcre eonsxdered evi-

tion, and we were more than gratified at our friends
‘agreeing with us in. this particular. The rooms
are 1210 Shippen Street; the-entrance and the
rooms themselves being quite respectable and
‘pleasant. _As the time is not yet determined for
commenemg it, we wish merely now to direct the
attention of those who have not hitherto assisted
us to prospective arrangement. - We believe that
all the materials necessary can be provxded We
have long entertamed the fixed opinion, thatin'a
sehool . like this a limited wardrobe may be used
1o great advantage; the reason: is, that while many
‘children ‘are not uncomfortable for the want of
clothing, they may yeb bé scarcely decent in.the
sense of  the term as~ connectéd with the Sunday
School =8 ragged hat, a boy of. elght in a pair
of men’s boots or without-a shirt; or.a little girl
in that grotesque attire that is sometimes induced
by poverty, can scarcely fail to excite timidity and
shame. We believe that Chrlstlens aré answer-
able for: obstacles of this kind lying in the'path of
‘both teacher and seholar, as well indeed as of the
true-bearted parent. N othing- is mote pressingly
needed with- -us at this time than'a’ l;horoughly or-
ganized ‘and faithful Doreas Association. They,
too, might meef in the school rooms, or wherever
else,they might think proper. These suggestions
are not our own, they have come to us more than
once from the ladies who ‘are willing themselves
" | to'embark in them, and we make them here not
for them, but as we have said above, for those who
‘| have not hitherto assisted us. This comprises
substannalxy what We wish to say to—day It is
easﬂy undersbood-—xt is of a practical nature—it
is of pressxng urgeney. If the ajtention of our
friends i directed to these two ‘points and promptly,
the work will' be set on. foot. = If it is done, we
can scarcely fail to prosper; if it is not done, we
{ may still prosper; but precisely how we are at
present unable to say—we_ therefore. leave ithe

ot

pe'rm \nent”ﬁ)otmg

. A UNIVERSAL CONCERT OF PRAYER. -

The’ followxng has.béen put into bur hands, and
we earnestly’ commend it to the attenuon and
aetlon of all:— . '

ouT ik CITY AND COUNTBY GREETING :

* Some ‘twelve.months ago, miseionaries of the
Cross, Iaboring in India, sent out to the world an
earnest invitition to unite with them'in devo(.xng
the ‘second’ week in Jannary, 1860, ‘to-imporia-
pate prayer. that God “would péur cut his Spirit
upon all flesh, and cause the ends of the earth to
gee’ his salvamou :

"To ‘this eall’ om' Clmstmn 'bret.hren, in vanous
parts of ‘the world, huve responded with such zeal
and’ warm-heartedneSs’*‘ that we may now. look
forward ‘to ‘the second week in Junuary, as to a
‘time ‘of more” united and ‘universal supplmatlon
for: the ‘outpouring of the Holy’ ‘Spirit upon our
riined world, than has ever béen kuvown sirice
;he eltablxshmcnt of the Christian system,

“In*view of these ficts, great and glorlous, the
children of God in this city and Stite, and in
every. place to which our call ‘may come, are ear:
nestly exhorted—nay, are entreated, by their love
of Christ and immortal souls, and by their desire
to sce the Redcemer’s kmO'dom established on’
the ‘earth, to unite. with us in keeping holy the
second’ week in January next. We have no
wish, brethren, to_preseribe for you ‘the manner
of your, ‘observince. We only beseech you to
eonsecrateit, in' the sight of God, as a week of
0, lot s “Pring all
the tithes into’ the store-house,” ‘and see iF gur
covenant-keeping God, who has said, ¢ Ask and
ye shall receive,” see if «he will not open the
windows of’ hedven and. pour us out a blessmg,
that there shall not be room encugh to.receive it.”
See if he does not give to his well-beloved Son
“the heathen for his iriheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for his- possesswn '

~This is the burden of our desire, t.hat ‘the dis-
ciples of - the Lord’ Jesus may be-one in this ear-
nest prostration of ‘spirit at_the. throve of grace,
there to wrestle for the glorious manifestation of
God’s presence and saving power in' our poor, be—
ediworld, )

<17 'for the sakeof -concert, we' may euogest to

] what we should decm a suitable observenee
of tlns week of prayer, we. would siy—

. That, as far as prnctleable, we would engage
in t,hese solemn servxces in assembled congrega-
‘tions. -

-2. That Monday should be devoted to fastmg,
‘and to-deep humilidtion, hearb—searohmg and self-
abasement before God.

8. That Tuesday we ¢ry’ mlvhtlly unto God
from ‘the deep places of humility, that he" will
deepen and streugthen the work of ulvme grace,
in the heart of every behever

_ 4. Wednesday may be given to supplication,
that’ God will regard’ speolally, and specially bless
the children and yonth in-both 'Christian and
heathen lands. ~ °

‘B; Thursday may well be devoted .to earnest
prayer “that ‘God, by the exercise of his ‘mighty
‘power, will rémove all obstacles which now hinder
thé;progress ‘of the gospel ‘in our own land and
thré‘uahout the world, =~ -

6. Friday may be made a doy of speeml inter-
ession for-the- i&r«e cities, towns and populous
Histricts of the worlcl n.nd for the 1slands of *the
sen, ¢

Chirist’s ministers ever_ywhere, and for a closer.
unjon of all Christ’s disciples—for.a fulfilment of
the Saviour’s precious prayer, That they all may

-| be+one, a8 thou, Father, art in me and 1in thce,

tha(: they ‘also. may ‘be one in-us,’

On-each of these days, as we bear these eubjeets
to the throne of gracs, in our closets, at the fanily
altar, in the -congregation and wherever we eati
pray; the blcesmg of the Most ngh should be ear-,
nestly 1mplored upon’ all’ missioniries and mission-’
avyagencxes, ‘that through their mstrumentohty the
world niay be speedily converted to God.:

‘8. The S.i 'bath as our- brethren m Indla sum

corrected. . It has been twice suggested by some |’

- corded . in the New Testament.
1 “centre and substance of our religion. , .Correct

dently the most. appropnate place for its organiza- |

that-the ngw year will [

7. Saturday we xmghc plead specxally ‘for |

{.r,est may be given to praise anrl thauksngmg in
the great eongren'atlon

These thoughts are thrown out merely as sug-
gestions; t.hey Inay serve as guides to some of the
prayerful in their private devotions, when they are
shut up from the assemblies of God/s children,
But we say again our single objeet is to awaken
the servants of Christ to an ecarnest and devout
observanee of the appointed season, in such man-
ner as shall seem to them right iu the sight of God,
and in view of the wants of a perishing world.

Ata meeting of Ministers of various denomina-
tlons held in Sansom street Bapneb Churchy De--

_Cember 20, 1859, after the unanimous adoption

l)t;f the éall, the followmg names were appended to
Rev. James Pratt, Rev. Charles D. Cooper,
Rev. Joseph H. Kennard Rev. Mr. Dubamel,
Rev. John G. Murray, Rev. Joseph H. Jones,
,D DD*RW John Chambers, Rev. T. W. J. Wylie,
Rev. George Duffield, Jr., Rev. E. W.
Hutter Rev. J. H. A. Bomberger, D.-D., Rev.
‘Edmund De Sehwelmtz
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EDITOR.'S TABLE.

MESSIA.NIC PROPHEOY AND - THE LIFE OF
CHRIST. By William S. Kennedy. New York:
Pnbllshed by A. 8. Barnes & Barr, 1860. 12mo., pp.
484. For sale by J. B, Lippincott & Co.

This volume is adapted to popular use, and
is of ‘great practical value. It exhibits first
the Messiah s delineated in the prophecies of
the Old Testament, in ehronologxca.l order, and
then hlstorlcelly, as manifest in his life, and re-
Chnst is the

-views.of lnm in his ess’entxal character and re-
Tetion to s 85 s vonstituto - tho—very
foundation of hope. The God-man, in his two-
fold relation to the Godhead and to humanity,
reveals in himself the only possible means of re-
conciliation to God, the only accessible path to
heaven. C‘hmst our Redeemer our advoeate,

"our intercessor, opens to man the doors of the

heavenly world, and fits him for its enjoyment.

The anthor of this volume shows that Christ is

the central idea of the Bible, and that the Ol

and New Testaments exhibit him as the foun-

dation’ nnd'S|1bstanoe of all true religion.

THE CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTOR, Containing a Sum-
max'y?;Explanaﬁon and Defence of the Doctrines and
Duties of the Christian Religion. By Rev. Josiah

.- Hopkins, D. D, late Pastor of the Presbyterian Church,
Auburn, New York. New York: Pubhished by A.

- 8. Barnes & Burr, 1860. 12mo., pp. 357, For sale by

J. B. Lippincott & Co.

This is the Fifth Edition ofa well known work.
It is des:gned 10 be a compend of the dootrmes
of Chmstmmty, setting forth briefly the essen-
tial truths of religion, and the arguments by’
which they are sustained and defended. It is
adapted to furnish a reason for their faith to
those who have neither time nor opportusity to
consult more elaborate works. . It is.commended
by such men as Dr. Hickok, of Union College,
Dr. Lyman Beecher, Dr. Samnel H, Cox, and
others. :

SERMONS FOR THE PEOPLE: Upon Important
Subjects, selected from Eminent Divines, New York:

~ Published by Messrs. Barnes & Burr. 12mo. s PP- 256.

* For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co., No. 20 North 4th
Street, o )

This volume contains nine valuable and prac-

land and Ameriea: such as Dr. A. Fuller, Dr.
J. M. Mason, Dr. Tsaac’- Barrows, Archbishop
Leighton, Henry Melville, Dr. Emmons, Ro-
bert Hall, Dr. Payson and Dr. Sprague.

PICTURES FROM:THE HISTORY OF THE SWISS.
i.By the auth 525 “ Litlle Btories f% Litile Little People,” |
and*oth"@l: les: - 16moi “pp. 562, - Bostom: Btom
. Taggard.& Chase.- Philadelphia: Gaut & Volkmar,
909 Chestnut street.

Thrs is an instructive juvenile book beauti-
fully illustrated. Itteaches lessons of patriot-
isin, - and gives descriptions of scenery and

incidents illustrative .of local customs, It is

' -] proposed to make it an:initiative of a series of
’.l.‘o OTR: Bnn:mnnn .8 CHRIST Jesos THROUGH- | :

similar histories of other natiouns. -

THE SUMMER HOUSE SERIES. Our Summer
. HoUsE: AND WHAT WAS SAID AFD DONE IN IT. By the
_author of % Violet,” ¢ Daisy,” etc. 16mo., pp. 207.
" Boston:. Brown, Taggard & Chase. Philadelphia:
Gant and Volkmn.r, 609 Ohestnut streetf. )
Tlns is the commencement of another series
of pleasant and instractive books for children.
1t is,in. form. of letters .of children :to each other;
suggested - by natural .objects around them as
they- play in their’ summer house R

THE LIFE OF WHITENOSE WOODQHUCK. By

“Taggard:and Chase. «Philadelphia: ‘Gait.& Volkkmar.’

-This volume ia-designed 1o amuse and instruet
quite young children. - All- these books are
neatly printed and mstructwe.

ENGLISH HISTORY, Condensed and Simplified for
* Children.- By, Atma M, “Hyde. ' Philadelphia: James
{ Challen and Son; 1360. - 18mo., pp. 52.

tory; glvmg dates and important events withou
the details. - It is designed to fix these facts i
the minds of children as a data by which to
range theu' subsequent reading and acqn'

in knowledge . :

ALADDER TO LEARNING; FORLITTL
ERS. Showing how Play and Study may be o~
bined. : By Anna M. Hyde. Challenand Son. 18mo.,
Pp. a3 .

of history, geography, astronomy, grammar, &e.,
,enunciated in prose and poetry, with the view
‘of fixing them early upon the minds of children.
It will afford some amusément as well as farnish
good exgrelee for the memory

ERNEST BRACEBRIDGE, or, Schoolboy Days. By
‘W, H. G. Kingston. Boston: Ticknor & Fields. For
" sale by 3. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadelpbia.

“'This volume is well calculated to interest
boys.‘ It describes the pastimes, sports aod
physical and . mental discipline practised in the
English schools. - It exhibits in its principal
character, Ernest Bracebridge, those noble
tralts of character which deserve success and
win esteers. It is & 12mo. of 344 pages, and
is illustrated. »

SEVEN YEARS By' Jnlia szanaugb, author of
¢ Nathalie,” “Aclele,” ete., ete.  Boston: Tieknor &
erlds For sale by 1. B. Lspplneott&.(}’o Phila.
Micknor & Fields have ,}ust issued this new

work by Julia Kavanaugh. = It commences a

series, entitled #LIBRARY or Sranparp Fic-

rion.”. Put up in paper covers at 50 cents per
number . Julia Kavennugh is of the better
class of English novelists. :

‘STORIES OF RAINBOW AND LUCKY. By Jaeob

Abbott. New York: Harper & Brothers.. For sale
by Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadelphia.

This is . the second volume of this series of
Abbott’s Stories. It describes Rainbow’s jour-
ney. It isa peat book, and the children only
need to know that iv is printed and ready for
them. . . ‘

HARRY’S SUMMER" IN ASHCROFT- Wlth illustra-
tions: Pp. 204. ‘New: York: Harper & Brothers. - For
‘sale by Lindsay. and Blakiston, Philadelphia. )
Another valuable book for boys and girls,

whlch teaéhes “them how to en‘]oyf,the country

A

tical sermons from eminent clergymen of Eng-

: Unele Faunus.- Square 16mo. pp. 63 Boston : Brown,,v

This is a brief compendium of English His- | .

| useful with boys and girls, for whom it is espess
“This little book contains some principal parts,

|-per year.

in the summer, instrocts them in gal
and a hundred other things that are p
to know and to do. j
THE PRESBYTERIAN HISTORICAL ALMA
and Annual Remembrancer of the Church, foli
By Joseph M. Wilson. Volume second. Phi
phia: Joseph M. Wilson. ;
This is the second volume of this anny

ries. It contains some additions and imp
ments to the first issue. It containst
cight distinet members of the Presbyte
mily, embracing the English, Scotch, Iri
Canadian churches.

It contains the portrait of the last mo
of each body, and drawings of the church
the assemhlies were held. - How corree
others may be we cannot judge, but the
purporting to be a likeness of the moderatey
our General Assembly is & caricature, and
Patterson would be justified in instituting 8
for slander, ¢

The Statistical Department contains the
of ministers arranged alphabetically with Py
bytery and post office address, numbering ¢ "
ten thousand. The reports of Presbyterie
Synods sre arranged in tables, showing.
‘bers, pastors, churches, and contribu
There is also a statistical history of the’
byterian Church in the United States,:
1828 to the present time. The statistics |
other religions denominations collected
their last annual report are also given.

The..Appendix-eontaing a table givin
pames of over two hundred Preshyterian m}
té}s, whose writings have been published du
the year, showing the name of the author
name of work, the publisher, the size and S
of the volume. A catalogue of the volum
the Presbyterian Historical Society’s Libn
now first connecfed. ” An historical sketch
the American Sunday School Union, with
aocount of its plans and mode of operation
‘the means employed in carrying forward its ol
jects. . Anm historieal sketch of the Americka
Tract Society, giving an insight into its
and objects, and progress. And also the ng)
of all Presbyterian uewspapers, reviews
magazines, with price and time of publi
and the names of the editors.

The price is one dollar, and the postage,
paid in advance, is rated by provision as
riodical, and will be 12 cents.
BLACKWOOI’S MAGAZINE for December,

New York: Leonard Scott & Co. For sale by
Zieber, 105 South Third street.

The present number, closing the forty-i
‘olume of the American edition of this
conducted monthly, has nine articles on su
of interest to the general reader, under th
lowing heads: The Fight on the Peiho—L

—Popular Literature—Prize Essays-—Meo#]
Duteh Republic—The National Gallery
Lnek of Ladysmede—Part IX.—The Emp
and the Empu‘e—-Fleets and Navies—Engh
—Part III.

THE REVIVAL IN IRELAND. Letlers from
ters and Medical Men in Ulster on the Revival
ligion in the North of Ireland, addressed to the'
H. Grattan Guinness. Philadelphia: W. 5. & A
tien.

The revival prevailing in the North of ;
land hes attratted much attention in this eg
try, on account of its remarkable progressj
wonderful physical manifestations. Rev
Giuinness, who is now preaching in this city,
been'in the midst of this revival and witne

f‘i’ts astonishing phenomena. This volume 4
tains reeent letters addressed to bim on the
ject by clergymen and medical men who h
been eye-witnesses of the scenes they deser

TOM BROWN AT OXFORD: 2 Sequel to S¢
‘Days at Rugby. By Thomas Hughes. Boston: T
nor--& Fields. ¥orsale by J. B. Lippincott &
Philadelphia.

This is the second number of a monthly
rial of a very genial, pleasant and humor
work.

- Arrantio MoNTHLY.—The new publi
Ticknor & Fields, have sent out the first nig
ber of the new volume of this popular month
It retains all the literary merit without any;
the exceptionable matters that have in its-p
vious numbers tended to give offence to a <l
of its readers. The Professor has struck s
vein, which we think he will work more
ceptably to his readers and more profitably §
the publishers. The contents of the Jansza
number-are: Ounr Artists in Italy--The Amb
Gods— Song of Nature — Nemophily — Su
stance and Shadow—Through the Fields to 8
Peter's—The Experience of Samucl Absalo
Filibuster—Roba di Roba—Abdel Hassan
About, Spires=-The Professor’s Story— A nden«
ken— entral British Amenca—-—Art—Rcwew

YEN] "ScmooryaTE. —This is
eg'azine published by Robinso

has JnSt entered upon the ninth volume, and i
ably conducted and adapted to be popular an

cially designed. Rev. Jaeob ADbbott and other'§
writers of this class have been engaged to con-il
tribute to its columns. It combines instruetio
with amusement, and is worthy of the extende
circulation which it receives. Price one dolla

TaE KNICKERBOCKER, — This popular monthly §
commences with the year - its fifty-6fth volume.
It is edited by Louis Gaylord Clark and Dr. |
James O. Noyes. Published by John A. §
Gray, 16 and 18 Jacob street, New York.

In sddition to the valuable magazine, the
publisher offers to regular subscribers the fol-
lowing inducements by way of premium:

: PREMIUM FOR 1860.
In order to increase the already large circu-§
lation of the Knickerbocker, we publish this
month 8 splendid line engraving of Frith’s pic- |
ture of ¥ Merry-Making in the Olden Time”
which we .shall -present exclusively to the 33
wsubscribers to the Magazine for 1860, whether §
new, . The subject represents the pas- d
"our ancestors, and is eminently of a §
gemal domestic character. The plate, engraved 3
in:BEngland at an expense of $2000, is entirely o3
new, measures: twenty- -five by nineteen and a §
half inches in size, containg thirty-nine figures, !
and is beyond comparisou the finest work ‘of the
kind ever offered ag & premmm in this couniry. §
The Jannaty nnl_nber exhibits a marked im- g
provement upoil, récent jssues. It contains o §
i ton Irving, a fac simile of %
ind an interesting sketch of §
his life, with-ofher intetesting articles.

VOYAGE OF ‘LIrFE. —Abbey & Abbott, New B
York, have reduced the price of their admirable §
engravings of Cole’s Yoyage of Life. These
are beautiful pictures, four in number, repre-
senting CHItpHOOD, Yourn, Manmoop and
Q1p AgE, each suggestmg a practieal lesson.
They are worthy of & place in every house. See
advertisement in another column.
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