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On Wednesday, Feb. 15, the
Penn State Harrisburg women’s
basketball team clinched a regional
playoff spot by coming out on top in
a physical battle against Penn State
Hazleton.

The women’s team traveled to
Penn State Delaware County, where
they were beaten 67-55. This brings
their overall win-loss record to 7
wins, 4 losses.

In a previous meeting, the
Harrisburg team beat Hazleton by
a close five point margin, so the
Harrisburg women knew they had a
close game ahead of them.

The game was indeed just that,
with each team taking the lead at
various times, although Harrisburg
held the lead for the majority of the
game. Fouls and free throws played
key roles in this game as well.
Harrisburg showed great mental
focus, ending up with an 80% free
throw percentage.

The women played with a superb,
high-scoring team effort. Junior
Brooke Conjar led the way with
an amazing 29 total points. Senior
Kayma Sonii-Ricks and junior
Jamie Brindle scored 17 each.
Junior Nichole Adams had 13,
freshman Krystal Miranda had
12, and graduate student Amanda
Mentzer had 10. Also notable is
the fact that Miranda made 8 of 8
free throws.

The game was a physical one from
the beginning, with Harrisburg
taking an early lead. When 9
minutes remained in the first half,
the score was tied at 22, Sonii-
Ricks dumped in 11 of her 17 total
points in the first half, leading the |
scoring. Several Harrisburg players
sank some nice three-pointers,
but the Hazleton team responded
by sinking some of their own. At
halftime, the score was Harrisburg
43, Hazleton 41.

Harrisburg came out strong in the
second half, taking a fourteen-point
lead with about 8 minutes left to
play. This made the score Harrisburg
74, Hazleton 60. Leading the way
were Conjar, who scored 19 of her
29 total points, and Brindle, who
scored 14 of her 17 total points.

The Hazleton team, however, was
not going down without a fight.
They scored 7 unanswered points
to bring the score to 74-67. In the
next three minutes of play, they
outscored Harrisburg 9-6, making
the score Harrisburg 80, Hazleton
76, with four minutes left to play.

Harrisburg decided that this was
" too close for comfort, because
they scored 18 more points, while
- allowing Hazleton to score only
* 10 more. In the span of about two
- and a half minutes, Conjar dumped
in 11 points in a row. Hazleton did
not have an answer for this, and the
Harrisburg Lady Lions earned a
hard-fought 98-86 victory.

The Lady Lions have clinched a
playoff berth, and their game will be
played on Tuesday, Feb. 28, at 7:00
p-m. in the CUB. Their opponent
will most likely be Penn State
Hazleton, which would prove to be
an exciting contest. Please come out
and support these excellent athletes
in their playoff quest!

Good Luck
to the PSH
Lady
Lions from
the staff at
The Capital
Times.
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