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bad times. "There are kids that don't
survive," Crovella said with a clear
tone of sadness in her voice. "Itcan
be a tough job. It's not always the
best of news."

"But you reconcile things and go
on working because there are other
children."

And with that, the glow-in-the-
dark stars begin to radiate off the
pink and yellow doorways.

Some of Crovella's fondest
memories of the past four years are
of Penn State's dance marathon.
Since herposition is funded by Four
Diamonds, she likes to help with
THON. "I try to give back as much
as I can because I am funded by
them," she said. Despite getting
eight hours of sleep the whole
weekend, she makes a point of
cheering the dancers during the
early morning hours. She added,
"I learned to take both Friday and
Monday off."
The time is well spent. This year's

THON continued to solidify its
reputation as the largest studentrun

Education department
going interdisciplinary

by MaryLong
How would you like to be handed

a;43-page syllabus in the first se-
mester ofyour senioryear? Yipes!
Elementary education majors face
exactly that as a result ofthe inter-
disciplinary focus on their educa-
tion courses.

we experience life from a more ho-
listic perspective where we inte-
grateknowledge from different dis-
ciplines."

But, why do future teachers have
to actually experience interdiscipli-
nary methods first hand, and why
the interdisciplinary focus in the
first place?

The THON tools of the trade - a
comfortable pair ofshoes.

philanthropy in the nation raising
$2,001,831.51. Penn State Harris-
burg dancers Stacie Wentzel and
Tami Pardue sent $4,977 toward
that total and survived 48-hours on
their feet.

Of the 1997 Four Diamonds bud-
get, THON raised 73 percent, all of
it helping support the children. It
doesn't hurt the care providers ei-
ther.

Ah, but here's the truth. The syl-
labus represents five of the courses
elementary education majors are
taking this semester, said Susan
Hillman. Those courses will then
include, "common goals and as-
signments across the courses, as
well as unique components for each
course," she explained.

Hillman, assistant professor of
mathematics education, continued:
"We don't experience life in sepa-
rate categories of events where this
event deals with math, this one
deals with reading, this one deals
with music and so forth. Rather,

"It's like a shot in the arm,"
Crovella said. "THON charges you
for the rest of the year. Once you
go, you're hooked."

Future teachers need to be trained
in interdisciplinary methods in or-
der for the elementary student to
learn in this way. This is what is
happening in the methods courses.
Hillman said, "Before we devel-
oped this common syllabus and
common approach to interdiscipli-
nary instruction, we talked about
making connections between our
courses, but each of us still had our
own separatecourses." With a com-
bined syllabus, the methods courses
take on a unified theme, she ex-
plained.

Another way education profes-
sors reinforce this unified theme is
by providing simulations of inter-

Everybody take out your syllabus
and open it up to page 37

disciplinary instruction. By doing
so they can freeze frame critical
moments when a particular point
needs to be evaluated.

Such modeling is done during
"assemblies" that are held several
times during the semester where el-
ementary preservice teachers meet
together at a common time and
place.

There, the professors model col-
laboration by actually working to-
getherto teach a lesson. In this way,
Hillman said, she and her col-
leagues are implementingthe vision
statement developed by the educa-
tion faculty.
The statement sums up the focus

of the program explaining the fac-
ulty is, "dedicated to providing in-
terdisciplinary instruction and ex-
periences which extend content
knowledge, and pedagogical corn-
petencies."

So, maybe a 43-page syllabus
isn't so bad. After all, one semes-
ter, one syllabus.
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