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Apathy breeds
discontent

There is a cloud of malaise slithering throughout the
student body. But, it's a disease no one bothers to discuss
anymore. Since its onset a generation ago, it has festered
quietly among student populations.

It's difficult to define. It's a very unpopular topic that
everyone---faculty, staff and students included---would
rather ignore. Some call it complacency--others call it
ignorance, but most people call it apathy.

No matter how unpopular the topic, I need to devote at
least one editorial about the lethargic attitude I have
witnessed during my five semesters here at PSH.

Earlier this semester while standing in line at the
bookstore, I struck up a converstation with another older
student, who like myself, was waiting for one of the five
bookstore workers to notice that we were ready to pay for
our purchases.

The other student, who griped about the poor service at the
bookstore, complained that she had called earlier to find out
if the bookstore had received a textbook she had been unable
to get. But, the bookstore personnel refused to give out that
information over the phone. Consequently, the student had to
drive an hour, only to find out that the bookstore still did not
have the book she needed.

In response to the student's complaints, I suggested she
contact someone in administration or perhaps write a letter
to the school newspaper. Her response to me was, "Did you
ever try pissin' the wind?" It was at that moment that I
realized the problem goes deeper than apathy.

Perhaps the students are so frustrated with the red tape that
tangles up registration and financial aid--along with standing
in long lines--that it's difficult to concentrate on campus
Issues.

The pressures and frustrations that students face today
involve more than academics. That's because the traditional
student of yesteryear was in his/her early twenties, single,
childless, living on campus, and receiving financial assistance
from their parents. This student is a minority at PSH.

Most of my fellow students are financing their own
education, along with working an outside job. On top of that,
some have family responsibilities. These obligations don't
leave much time to enjoy social diversions such as club or
campus activities.

As our financial futures remain uncertain, today's students
are placing a high priority on academics in order to prepare
themselves for their professions. Unfortunately, we allow
these time and financial limitations to cheat us out of
enjoying the activities that can enhance our lives and
academic experiences.

It's sad that some of us will graduate without experiencing
everything college has to offer, including that special affinity
we can develop with our classmates and professors.

But, we don't have to let these inconveniences relegate us
to settling for a watered-down eductional process.

PSH sponsors 28 clubs and numerous student activities that
are free. In spite of this, participation and attendance at these
events and organizations have been sparse.

I strongly urge my fellow students to commit themsleves
to at least one club or activity during their tenure at PSH.

I was tremendously disheartened to learn that in the recent
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SGA elections only 96 students bothered to vote. Of course,
with only four candidates on the ballot, what could I expect.
Most of the vo es I casted were write-ins.

Believe it o not, SGA is very interested in representing
the needs of th! students, but they need your input.

Let your voices be heard. If enough voices sound off with
rt

i
similar cone s, eventually changes will occur.

If one perso complains, nothing gets done. If 100people
Complain sepe ately, little gets accomplished. But, if people
complain collelctively, as a single unit, they can implement
change.

But, there's nothing magical about it--it takes time and
commitment.
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