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`Footloose' has a lot of loose footage
minister's daughter. The movie
takes place in a small midwestern
town in which loud music, drink-
ing and dancing have been banned
by law. Ren moves into the town
finding the typical amount of

father, played by John Lithgow

A Movie Review
By Don Strausburger

of Terms of Endearment. The
town's adults are finally convinc-
ed that the morals of the

It has been billed as the street
dancer's version of Flashdance;
however, Footloose never quite
fulfills its advance publicity.

teenagers will not be broken by
the activity and allows the dance
to take place.

The subplots of this movie-
prove to be the saving feature.
The first of the subplots involves
the development of a relationship
between Ariel and Ren. The two
seem destined to get together
through the early part of the film;
however, they desperately try to
fight the obvious affection. Final-
ly, after nearly half of the movie,
they realize their passion for each
other.

resistance to the new kid, and is
instantly labeled as a threat by

The film stars Kevin Bacon as
Ren McCormick, a "hot shot

the entire population. With the
help of Ariel, he tries to influence
the town council to let the town's
teenagers have a dance. The
leader of the opposition is Ariel's

from the big city," and Lori
Singer, formerly of the TV series
Fame, as Ariel, the local
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The second subplot involves
teaching Ren's best friend how to
dance. The friend in the begin
ning has no idea of what to do
and through a crash course
becomes a good dancer.

Footloose, as presented, unfor-
tunately suffers badly in its script
and technical production. The
film is filled with meaningless
dialogue as well as senseless reac-
tions to emotions. For example,
in the early part of the film, Ren
shows his anger by driving into a
warehouse, pounding on the steer-
ing wheel and then breaking into
the film's best dance sequence.

The next problem is that there

is no sense of progression
throughout the movie. Scene tran-

sition from beginning to end is
fair at best. Most of the scene
changes are very choppy, while
some make no sense at all. And
speaking of problems, little more
was offered in regards to quality
dancing than can be seen on any
afternoon on American
Bandstand.

Although all of these problems
hinder the movie, there are some
redeeming qualities. John
Lithgow's performance as the
bigoted town preacher is
stimulating since his character is
the only one able to develop
within the strict boundaries
presented by the script. The se-
cond highlight is the music used
in the film. Footloose, with the ti-
tle song by Kenny Loggins, in-
cludes music by Bonnie Tyler and
several other major recording
stars. This film could be another
example of the "no, but I bought
the soundtrack" collection of
movies, which seem to have filled
the theater screens in the last few
years.

When it comes to the decision
for seeing Footloose, think twice
about disregarding the movie and
going straight to the record dealer
for the album.
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BESTSELLERS/FIC 8 NON-FIC

WIFEY; Judy Blume; pb; $1.25
THE JOY OF SEX; Alex Comfort, ed;
trade-size pb; $3.75

MOMMIE DEAREST; Christina Crawford;
pb; $1.25

THE WOMEN'S ROOM; Marilyn French; pb;
$1.25

THE CARDINAL SINS; Andrew M. Greeley;
pb; $2.10

FEAR OF FLYING; Erica Jong; pb; $l.OO
WHISPERS, Dean R. Koontz; pb; $1.50
SCRUPLES, Judith Krantz; pb; $1.25
THE LATE GREAT PLANET EARTH; Hal
Lindsey; pb; 85C

THE GREEN RIPPER, John D. MacDonald;
pb; $1.25

THE THORN BIRDS, Colleen McCullough;
pb; $1.45

30 DAYS TO A FLATTER STOMACH FOR MEN;
Matthews 8, Burstein; pb; $1.50

CHESAPEAKE; James A. Michener; pb;
$2.00

1984; George Orwell; pb; 75c
EVERGREEN; Belva Plain; pb; $1.25
A FEW MINUTES WITH ANDY ROONEY;
Rooney; hb; $3.50

THE SECOND DEADLY SIN; Lawrence
Sanders; pb; $1.25

THIN THIGHS IN 30 DAYS; Wendy
Stehling; pb; $1.50

SOPHIE'S CHOICE; William Styron; pb;
$2.00

THY NEIGHBOR'S WIFE; Gay Talese; pb;
$2.00

SCIENCE FICTION

OPUS 200; Isaac Asimov on his own
books; Pb; $1.25

GOLEM 100; Alfred Hester; pb; $1.50
CHILDHOOD'S END; Arthur C. Clarke; pb;

50c
THE SHADOW OVER INNSMOUTH and more;
H.P. Lovecraft; pb; 50c

THE RINGWORLD ENGINEERS; Larry Niven;
Pb; $1.25

JEM; Frederik Pohl; pb; $1.25
A READER'S GUIDE TO SCIENCE FICTION;

Searles et al; fascinating pb; $1.50
THE LORD OF THE RINGS trilogy; all 3
books by J.R.R. Tolkien; attractively
boxed; very nice; $2.00

WELCOME TO THE MONKEY HOUSE; Kurt
Vonnegut, Jr; pb; 75c

NOVELS

LAST TANGO IN PARIS; Robert Alley;
movie pb; $l.OO

ANSWER AS A MAN; Taylor Caldwell; pb;
$2.00

CAPTAINS AND THE KINGS; Taylor
Caldwell; pb; $l.OO

LOVERS & GAMBLERS; Jackie Collings;
pb; $1.50

CLASS REUNION; Rona Jaffe; pb; $1.50
CAPTIVE EMBRACES; Fern Michaels; pb;

$1.25
THE LONELY LADY;liarold Robbins; pb;
$1.25

THE BEST PLACE TO BE; Helen Van Slyke;
pb; $1.25

ASHES IN THE WIND; Kathleen F.
Woodiwiss; large—size pb; $2.50

SHANNA; Kathleen F. Woodiwiss; pb;
$1.50

NON-FICTION, ETC

A NEW DEMOCRACY; Cary Hart, trade-
sire pb; $2.95

THE OFFICIAL PREPPY HANDBOOK; Lisa
Birnbach, ed; trade-size pb; $2.20

FULL MOON; Dougal Butler et al; bio of
Who's Keith Moon; trade-size pb;
$3.50

AGAINST OUR WILL: Men, Women and Rape;
Susan Brownmil]er; trade-size pb;
$3.25

JANIS; David Dalton; bio, songbook,
scrapbook of J. Joplin; some cover
tears but includes record of Janis;
trade-size pb; $2.50

ABBA EBAN; autobiography; hb; $3.75
NUCLEAR WAR: What's In It for You?;

Ground Zero; pb; 51.50
GAMES MOTHER NEVER TAUGHT YOU; Betty
Harragan; pb; $1.25

I'M OK - YOU'RE OK; Thomas A. Harris,
M.D.; pb; Sl.OO

PLAIN SPEAKING; Merle Miller; bio of
Harry Truman; hb; $3.25

40% - 60% OFF
TO ORDER Place check mark beside book
wanted; since some items are one-of-a-kind,
please choose alternates by placing a "2" on
the book line. Include your return address.
PA. residents MUST add 6% sales tax. Send
check or money order made payable to Volume
11, P.O. Box 4606, Harrisburg, PA,
17111-0606. Allow 2 to 4 weeks delivery.

Check here to find out more about the
Volume II Book Club, with many benefits!
(Send return address). No obligation to join.

Check here and send $5.00 for yearly
membership in Volume II Book Club. Receive
monthly catalog with further savings and more
benefits, with no .urchasin: oblilations!
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