
The Old Man's Lament

Tell you how it was my son.
I'll tell you, then it's done.
How do you capture the sunlight,
Or ride with eagle's flight?

Describe the sifting sand,
Hold the wind in your hand?
It's here and then it's gone
Only a tingle lingers on.

We roamed wild and free
Plain to mountain, river to sea,
Taking only what we need,
Never with lustful greed.

Such was our way for many years
Before the whiteman brought us tears
Rapeing our women, killing our men
Ensalving our spirit with his pen

Gazing over this concrete lawn,
I can still remember the dawn.
Having nothing else left to give.
The only Indians that lost, are those that live

Paul F. Shoenfelt
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