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appointed president of the com-
pany, a post Mr. Behrend heldun-
til his death in 1940. Mr. Behrend,
who was active in community af-
fairs, was Erie's only citizento be
awarded the Distinguished Ser-
vice Certificate by the American
Legion, Pennsylvania Depart-
ment. Mrs. Behrend alsoreceived
many honors, and in 1958 she was
one of the first individuals to be
awarded the Penn State Medal in
recognition of her "outstanding
contribution to highereducation."

The first class of 152 students
entered the Behrend Center in
1948. These students were able to
complete only their freshman
year at the center; but in five
years the curriculum was ex-
panded to include the sophomore
year and two associate degree
programs. Erie Hall, the first new
building at the center, was con-
structed entirely with con-
tributions from a communityfund
drivein 1953.

In the University
reorganization of 1959, the Com-
monwealth Campus system was
established and the &bread Cen-
ter became the Behrend Campus
of the Pennsylvania State Univer-
ilwlga2l to ){}aa-ii.n*:i matamelk.

sity. After eleven years of
operation, the campus. boasted
2,000 alumni and an enrollment of
more than 300 students, doubling
the enrollmentof 1948.-

The decade of. the 1960 s and
early 1970 s saw much con-
struction on the campus. In 1962
the Otto F. Behrend Building was
dedicated to Dr. Otto Behrend,
Ernst's brother. In 1968 the J.
Elmer Reed Building, named af-
ter the head of the committee
which developed a public higher
education institution in Erie, was
erected, and in that and the
following year the Niagara and
Perry residence halls were
opened. During the summer of
1970, the Edwin W. Nick Building
containing laboratories and
classrooms was completed north
of the Otto Behrend Building. A
residence hall, Lawrence Hall,
and a food service building, Dob-
bins Hall, was opened in 1971 to
accommodate the increasing
numberof students.

In 1971, with a total enrollment
of more than 1,200 students, the
first juniorclassof approximately
35 students was accepted at
'Behrend Campus. The following
June, the Behrend Campo
graduated its firelocklll466 o%c-
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calaureate students; two of them
had completed all of their course
work at Behrend. Approximately
1,500 students were enrolled in
1972 and 15 students were
graduated in the baccalaureate
programs. Students were
offered two baccalaureate
majors: the B.S. in General Arts
and Sciences and the B.A. or
B.S. in Science.

On January 20,1973, by an act of
theBoard of Trustees of The Pen-
nsylv State University, the
Belttrend Campus became The
Behrend College, the only Penn
State campus to receive college
status withinthe University.'

In 1972-73, 31 baccalaureate
students graduated from the
Behrend College out of an
enrollment of 1,579.

In 1973-74 the associate degree
program in Letters, Arts, and
Sciences was added to the existing
associate degree offerings of
Electrical Engineering
Technology, Mechanical
Engineering Technology, and
Business.

'Many new programs were ad-
ded to the curriculum in 1975-76:
an associate degreepc=Nursing and the Army
Officers Training Corps (ROTC)a 1469.WitittharbiriMlttm

0majors. .
At the baccalaureate level, The

Behrend College now provides a
significant educational alter-
native within. The Pennsylvania
State University system for
students to complete B.A. degrees
in Communications, Economics,
English: Literature, General Arts
'and Sciences,Hktory, Political
Science, Pre-Law, Psycho/ogy
Studies, . and Science; or B.S.
degrees in Accounting, Applied
Science, Biencience, Economics,
Management, Mathematical
Studies, and Psychology Studies.
The Bachelor of Philos ophy
:degree, tailored to an indivaral
'student's needs, permits a
program of studies to transcend
:the somewhat more conventional
baccalaureate programs. A
Master of Engineering Science
degree is also available.

The Behrend College of The
Pennsylvania State University isan educational community which
combines the personalization az
!flexibility of a small college with
the academic resources 4: a
major land-grant university. This
unique combination enabler 1400
Behrend students, both *4-
dergradoste and graduate, to
achievetlasesfndRoma „AM'
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